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peaceful
Christmas

happy and

We would like to say thank you to everyone who has contributed to the success of
the Directory during 2017. Thank you to the residents and local clubs, charities and
organisations for sending us articles and information for publication in the Directory.
Finally, thank you to the advertisers for their continued support, without the financial
support from the advertisers there would be no Directory.
If you are interested in advertising your business in the directory, please contact us to
find out about the very competitive advertising rates. You will always deal with us
directly, like many of the businesses that advertise in this magazine, we are a small,
independent business and fully appreciate how much your business means to you.
Best wishes

Advertising enquiries:
Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771
or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

All aspects of Carpentry

TIME
SERVED

CERTIFIED LAMINATE AND WOOD FLOOR FITTER
l

l

l

Laminate / wood flooring
Doors
l Kitchens
l

Fencing and decking
Skirting / architrave
l Fitted wardrobes

l

Local carpenter offering prompt, reliable, high quality service
For a free estimate call Greg on

01633 613616 / 07896 410 017
Email gregharriscarpentryservices@live.co.uk

I hold regular advice surgeries and
my staff are always eager to hear
from constituents.

Rwy’n cynnal cymorthfeydd cyngor
rheolaidd ac mae fy staff yn
awyddus i glywed gan etholwyr.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

MOHAMMAD ASGHAR AM/AC
South Wales East Assembly Member
Aelod Cynulliad De Ddwyrain Cymru

01633 220022
www.mohammadasghar.org.uk
Mohammad.Asghar@Assembly.Wales

Mohammad.Asghar@Cynulliad.Cymru

Fairoak House,
15 - 17 Church Road,
Newport NP19 7EJ

T Fairoak,
15 - 17 Heol yr Eglwys,
Casnewydd NP19 7EJ

Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP
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NO CHOKE CHAINS OR RATTLE
BOTTLES JUST KIND EFFECTIVE
METHODS!
Wednesday from 6.30pm
G
G
G
G

Puppy Classes
Adult Dog Training Classes
Weekly Classes
Individual Training Sessions

St Catherine’s Church Hall, Gladstone Street,
Crosskeys NP11 7PA
Call Shaun:

07890 996093
www.k9traintime.co.uk
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L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE

ROOFING
Tiling
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias
n

BUILDING
New Build
Extensions
n Renovations
n Garage Conversions
n
n

MAINTENANCE
Gutter repair
UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting
n
n

Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688 Mob: 07506 292990
Unit 9 Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca NP11 6NP
November/December 2017
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Risca Museum Appeal
The old Risca Colliers
Institute building was
purchased by the local
authority in 1995 using
European Heritage funding
and volunteers from the
Oxford House Industrial
History Society were invited
to establish and run the Risca
Museum on the ground floor.
The Museum has enjoyed a
supportive relationship with the
local authority, originally Islwyn
Borough Council and, more
recently, Caerphilly County
Borough Council (CCBC), via
the Oxford House Adult
Education Centre.

However, in
order to make
financial savings, CCBC
decided to dispose of the
building and, after many
months, they found an
organisation which was
prepared to acquire the building
under a Capital Asset Transfer
agreement. Unfortunately, this
agreement and did not include
any protection for the continued
existence of the museum.
The Museum is now required to
pay an additional £3000 per
year over and above the sum
previously paid to CCBC.

Financial reserves will cover
the required payments for a
further year or so but new
sources of funds will have to be
found to enable the Museum to
continue into 2019 and beyond.
Whilst open to any other ideas,
initially it has been decided to
form a Friends of Risca
Museum for those who wish to
ensure that this local amenity
continues to exist. This will
commence immediately with an
annual donation of £10
registering you as a Friend of
Risca Museum for the
subsequent calendar year.

To become a Friend of Risca Museum just complete the form
on our website www.riscamuseum.org.uk or visit the museum
any Saturday between 10am and 12.30pm. Also, contact us via
either of the above methods or our Facebook page if you
would like any further information.
8
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

FREE
QUOTES

Domestic & Commercial
Fully Qualified with over
22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local
Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable
Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff
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The only landscaping company in South Wales
to be Trading Standards Approved
We cover South Wales & West England
Whether it’s a one off visit or something regular you’re looking for

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009
Follow us for News and Offers

You

www.japonica.co.uk
November/December 2017
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Regal Theatre
Minehead

Risca Male Choir
back in action
After a much earned break of
only a few weeks, Risca Male
Choir were back in action on
Saturday 9th September for a
charity concert arranged by
the Lions Club of Minehead
in aid of local charities, the
venue was the Regal Theatre
Minehead in Somerset.
The choir opened the evening
with songs supporting a
traditional Welsh theme,
‘March of the Men of Harlech’
and ‘Llef’ being especially
requested by the Lions Club.
This was followed by ‘Sure on
this shining night’ by Lauridsen
and ‘Blow, blow thy winter
wind’ the words written by
William Shakespeare. The first
half concluded with two
spirituals ‘Angels watching
over me’ and ‘Where shall I be’
written by the late Welsh
composer Bryan Davies.
The comical and satirical
Gilbert & Sullivan's ‘Entrance
10
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The choir

and march of the peers’ from
Iolanthe and ‘Requiem
Aeternam’ arranged by Musical
Director Geraint Davies
commenced part two of the
programme, the choir
continued with contrasting
songs from the shows by
Sondheim and Lerner & Lowe
before finally concluding with
the much loved hymn ‘Morte
Christe’ by Emrys Jones.
The evening was well received
by the capacity audience who
showed their appreciation with
long and loud applause after
each and every song and with
a generous standing ovation at
the end. The concert also
included a selection of music

in Arras ca

thedral

performed by several talented
local young artistes, the music
covering many genres by
woodwind and strings.
The choir again looks forward
to an extremely busy period up
to Christmas with nine events,
concerts and performances
planned, that commenced with
a return concert to Nailsea on
Saturday 7th October. With the
festive season rapidly
approaching, the Christmas
concerts will soon be upon us
with the first of which being in
the Congress Theatre
Cwmbran on Saturday 24th
November, so now really is the
perfect time to join the choir.
Cliff James

Rehearsals commence for these Christmas concerts every
Thursday 7-9 pm and Sunday 6-8 pm. And it's your
opportunity to join us and be part of them. So come along
to our rehearsal rooms in St. Mary's Street Risca, you'll be
sure of a warm welcome.

November/December 2017

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

Proud to be
Endorsed


Stain, Odour & Spot Removal



Flood Damage/Restoration
Work Undertaken



Upholstery and Leather Suites



Carpets & Rugs



Competitive Prices



24 Hour Emergency Call Out



Free Surveys/Estimates



Full Liability Insurance



Domestic & Commercial

NCCA Member 1490

Free Scotch Guard Treatment
When you spend over £200

01633 265458 / 01633 246335
07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

November/December 2017
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Four
Trees
(not four candles)

By Bernard Osment

T

he opening of the
Holly House
Spencer Steel Works at
Llanwern in the early
1960s resulted in the need for
more houses to accommodate
the steel workers moving into
the area. In Risca this led to the
development of the Ty-sign
housing estate that resulted in
the loss of a number of
historical buildings. Among
these buildings were Holly
House and three
nearby cottages
(one of these
cottages was
previously Ty-mawr
farm house).
Holly House, reputed
and occupied by
to have been the scene
William James
of a murder in days
Jacob.
gone by, was located
Photographs of
on the site of the
the front of Holly
children’s playground
House show the
near the junction of
ble
ga
the
on
The roundel
initials JRJ (John
Holly Road and Rowan
Rosser Jacob),
Way. Today, all that
inscribed in the roundel on the
remains of the house and its
gable on the left hand side, and
surrounding gardens are four
although unreadable I think we
elderly high trees.
can assume the initials WJJ
Holly House was built for the
Jacob family in the early 1860s in (William James Jacob), were
inscribed in the roundel on the
Cae Berllan, the field adjacent to
Ty-Mawr farm house, then owned right hand side gable.
12
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The house was described in
newspaper advertisements in
1874 and 1878. ‘To be Let,
HOLLY HOUSE, Risca. This large,
commodious, and recently built
House is very pleasantly situated,
commanding an extensive
prospect. It is surrounded by a
lawn of considerable extent, filled
with a great variety of ornamental
shrubs, and having plantations
close adjoining. The kitchen
garden is about half an acre,
fenced in with high walls, suitable
for the cultivation of wall fruit
November/December 2017

trees. The house contains two
large front sitting rooms, spacious
entrance hall, kitchen, larder,
dairy, back kitchen, cellar and five
bedrooms.’
At St Mary’s Church, Risca, on
the 15th November 1836, Jacob
Jacob (38) of Cardiff married
Mary Rosser (36), daughter of
Walter Rosser of Risca. The 1841
census shows Jacob
(occupation, maltster), his wife
Mary and their youngest son
William James Jacob (born 1840),
living in Smith Street, Cardiff.
Their other son John Rosser
Jacob (born 1837) was in Risca
staying with his grand-father
Walter Rosser.
By the mid 1840s Jacob Jacob
and his family had moved to
Risca and were living at Gelli
Pistyll Farm. Jacob served on the
jury at the Coroner’s inquest into
the deaths of the 35 miners killed
in the Black Vein Colliery Disaster
of the 15th January 1846. Jacob,
described as a Farmer,
Freeholder and Leaseholder of
Houses and Land, of Gelli Pistyll,
Risca, died suddenly on the 27th
April 1848, aged 50 years. The
1851 census shows the Jacob
family living at Gelli Pistyll, Risca.
Mary Jacob, widow, described as
a Proprietor of Houses, and her
two sons as scholars (they
attended a school in Machen, a
walk of about three miles twice a
day).
In 1860 John and his brother
William purchased the lease of
Risca Corn Mill (this was adjacent
to the Mason Arms public house).
On the 27th October 1860, an
advert in the Star of Gwent
stated, The Jacob Brothers of
Risca Mill have great pleasure in
announcing to the public that
they can supply Flour, Barley
Meal, Sharps, Grudging and
Bran, either Wholesale or Retail,
of the best quality, at the lowest
prices. Wheat and Barley ground
at a moderate price.
On the 5th March 1863 John
Rosser Jacob married Mary
November/December 2017

Elizabeth Webb in the Wesleyan
Chapel, Castleton, his occupation
given as Corn and Flour
Merchant. Trade directories of the
1860s described him as a Corn
Factor and Miller of Risca Mill,
living with his family in Millbrook
House.
Voter's lists for the early 1860s
show his brother William living at
Ty-Mawr farm. Described as a
Farmer, he served on the jury at
the inquest into the deaths of the
142 miners killed in the explosion
at the Black Vein Colliery on the
1st December 1860. In
newspaper advertisements dating
from September 1864, William
gave his home address as Holly
House, Pontymister. Although his
family were staunch Methodists,
in 1864 when William Jacob
married Mary Wride, a Catholic,
he converted to her faith. Sadly
she died in 1865.
In June 1868, William Jenkins
(who was previously the Minister
at Moriah Chapel), was charged
with shooting at Sarah Green,
with intent to murder. Sarah was a
domestic servant employed by
William Jacob at Holly House.
She was in the garden when the
prisoner called and immediately
fired at her, but fortunately the
bullet missed. Information was
given to the police who searched

his bedroom and found a six shot
revolver with one chamber
discharged. He was arrested and
committed for trial at the assizes
on the charge of murder.
William Jenkins, who had two
days previously been examined
as to his state of mind, but was
discharged, told the magistrate
he shot the girl out of humility and
that he was perfectly sane. The
jury returned a verdict of not
guilty, on the grounds that he was
insane, and he was ordered to be
detained in custody during Her
Majesty’s Pleasure.
For many years William Jacob
had been a member of the
Pontymister Volunteer Rifle
Brigade, reaching the rank of
Captain. In the late 1860s he went
to Italy and served as a captain in
the Pope's army. It was said that
he was the only Welshman to
serve in action at the battle for
Rome in 1870. There he was
taken prisoner and harshly
treated. When he did return home
he was in a feeble state.
After recovering from his ailments
in 1874 he returned to Italy to
take up the position as manager
of a coal mine. Sadly, after
contracting a fever he died in
Rome in April 1875.
In January 1876 newspapers
reported a Housebreaking in
swdirectories.com
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Risca, ‘Last Sunday night, when
the family was at the Wesleyan
Chapel, the house of Mrs Mary
Jacob, a widow, was entered by
thieves. Money they did not find,
and having ransacked everything
in the house, they left’.
In September 1878 Rees Williams
and two lads were charged with
stealing fruit from the garden of
Mrs Jacob, Holly House, Risca,
on the 18th August. Defendant
was fined 2s. 6d. the others were
discharged.
The census for 1881 lists Mary
Jacob, widow, Retired Farmer
and Eliza Elms as her servant,
living at the house. Mary Jacob
died at Holly House, Risca on the
29th November 1884, aged 83
years.
The 1871 census shows the
Risca Flour Mill as being
unoccupied, John Rosser Jacob
having moved to Newport to
concentrate on his successful
corn, flour and seed merchant
businesses (he owned flour mills
in Aberbeeg and Newport, and a
Corn Merchant Store in the High
Street, Newport).
In 1874 he was elected as a
councillor for the North Ward in
Newport, a position which he held
for many years.
He served as the Mayor of
Newport in 1880-81, and in
September 1881 laid the
foundation stone for the Newport
Free Library in Dock Street.
The 1881 census shows him
living at 22 Clytha Square,
Newport. His occupation as, Corn
and Flour Merchant, Local
Methodist Preacher, Mayor of the
Borough of Newport, and Justice
of the Peace. In the late 1880s he
returned to Risca, and moved into
Holly House.
The 1891 census for Holly House
gives John Rosser Jacob's
occupation as, Alderman, J. P.
and Corn Merchant, and his son
John Reginald a Corn Merchants
Assistant. He was one of the first
councillors on the newly formed

14
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early 1911, his son took over as
Risca Urban District Council and
Works Manager.
led the cause for the building of
Following the death of his wife in
the main valley sewer passing
1911 John Rosser Jacob
through Risca (said to be one of
returned to Newport where he
the biggest health improvements
died in 1915. The voter's register
in Risca).
for 1915 shows John Rosser
In the 1901 census the Jacob
Jacob as the owner and John
family are still living at Holly
Price as the occupier of Holly
House, John Rosser now retired
House.
and the Corn business being
For the next 50 years the house
managed by his son John
was occupied by the Price family.
Reginald Jacob.
John Price died in 1933, his wife
In February 1902, Mr JR Jacob
and Holly House are mentioned in Harriet in 1946, and their son
local newspapers reporting on the John Charles Price, the last
person to live in Holly House, on
death of Mary Stephens, wife of
the 8th March 1965.
Robert Stephens, coachman for
The house then empty and
Mr Jacob.
vandalised, was acquired by the
Mary had been found in front of
council and demolished in the
the fire with severe burns to the
late 1960s.
head. She died in hospital some
days later.
When the Jacob
High Tre
es
family moved to
today
Abergavenny in
1903, Samuel Pope,
his wife Isabella and
their children
moved into Holly
House. Samuel
was the Managing
Director and part
owner of the
nearby Britannia
Foundry. When
Samuel died in
November/December 2017

Privately Run Home Help
and Care Services
A one stop service that can provide for
all your needs.
We provide services from as little as
1 hour a week or more if required

Contact us for further information
Email: contact.careone2one@gmail.com

Tel: 02920 850211

Alpha Property Maintenance
NO JOB
TOO
SMALL

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Carpentry General DIY G Plastering G Rendering
G All Types of Property Maintenance Work G All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani
FREE
Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168
G

G

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ
November/December 2017

no obligation
quote on all
work

swdirectories.com
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The Legendary Taste
of Twmbarlwm
Mynydd Twmbarlwm, the iconic mountain of Gwent,
is shrouded in myth and legend. Some claim that it
was the place of judgement for ancient druids who
tossed the guilty to their deaths into the valley below
and many have heard strange ethereal sounds
emanating from the Tump itself - maybe it’s the
mournful cries of those who fell victim to the druids.
One popular tale from folklore concerns wasps and
bees, even as far back as the 1880s author Wirt
Sikes wrote about battles between bees and
wasps in his book “British Goblins”. According
to Sikes, bees were fairies in disguise,
representing good, while wasps represented
evil and one could often find thousands of
bodies of these winged protagonists on the hilltop.
Some of these tales have their basis in the Mabinogion
and the Red Books of Hergest where it is said that the
great Silurian chieftain, Bran, is buried atop a hill awaiting
to rise up and save Wales. Most scholars say that is the
“White Hill” where the Tower of London now stands, but
I believe that local story-tellers borrowed the story to
attribute it to the folklore of Twmbarlwm.
Local legend says that an ancient chieftain, maybe Bran,
is buried under the Tump and is guarded by a swarm of
bees which if disturbed will rise up and attack the intruders.
This prophecy was given credence
as recently as the 1980s when a
group of council workers, led by
Terry Wilmot, were sent to
repair erosion on the Tump.
They were digging into the
Tump to install new steps
when thousands of bees
started flying around their
heads and the men were

forced to abandon their work for the day. When they got
back to their works-van the workers discovered that the
bees had preceded them down the mountain and settled
over half of the van.
Not wanting to fall foul of the “Curse of Bran” the
Twmbarlwm Society thought it would be an idea to try and
appease the legendary king before we undertake any
further repairs to the ancient monument. We therefore
approached local brew-masters, Tudor Brewery, with the
aim to produce a suitable beer to honour the mountain.
The Llanhilleth based brewery already produces a range
of beers named after other Welsh mountains – the likes
of The Skirrid, The Blorenge, The Sugarloaf are all
represented – and they were happy to develop a
unique recipe for us that would please the ancient
guardian of Twmbarlwm and support the society.
As a further tilt to the legend it was decided the
ale should have a touch of local honey added to the
brew. The honey used comes from hives kept a
short distance from Twmbarlwm, in fact, the
beekeeper is able to identify that much of the honey
was probably produced from the heather and
wimberries that grow on the slopes of the mountain.
Twmbarlwm Honey Ale is a craft-brewed, ruby
coloured bitter beer with a subtle sweet note
provided by the honey. It will be available in casks
and bottles in local pubs and direct from the
brewery’s online shop - www.tudorbrewery.co.uk.
We can’t guarantee that the ale will protect you from
Bran’s ferocious bee army but it will certainly help with the
Twmbarlwm Society’s continued work on the mountain.
Cheers folks.
Terry Evans - Chairman, Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society

CTS meet at the car park for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the
last Sunday of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all hard
work and it’s a great opportunity to find your way around up there. We
organise walks and other events up the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC
throughout the year so watch our website and Facebook page for details –
come and join us some time.

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk
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What a Year for House
Sales in Risca!
As 2017 draws to end, it’s time to reflect
on what has been possibly the busiest year
on record for the housing market in Risca.
Demand has been at an all-time high
which has subsequently driven up prices.
Some family sized homes here have increased
in value by up to 20% over the last 12 months
alone.
Home owners are often quite surprised to learn
the value of their home when we provide our free
valuation and you should also bear in mind that
ours are always very realistic. We won’t inflate our
valuation to try to win your instruction.
Influx of buyers from Bristol and Cardiff
Home buyers from Bristol have also started
looking in Newport due to the significant price
differences between similar properties in both
cities.

Bristol based estate agents are also reporting that
first time buyers are being priced out of Bristol
and with Newport only 20 minutes away and the
Severn Bridge tolls due to be scrapped next year,
our side of the bridge is becoming increasingly
popular.
We also shouldn’t forget home buyers to the west
in Cardiff who are also making the short trip
along the M4 to find houses in Newport
for similar reasons to those buyers from Bristol.
On a Personal Note - Thank You
We would like to extend our thanks and gratitude
to all who choose Kingston Newell Estate Agents
to sell and rent their houses in 2017. It has been
a phenomenal year for the company with record
number of sales achieved.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from Kingston Newell Estate Agents

Please Get in Touch or Call in to Speak to One of Our Team:
Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ
Tel: 01633 262628 Email: sales@kingston-newell.com www.kingston-newell.com

This months
Hot Properties
FOR SALE

£895,000
Glasllwch Lane, Newport
Spacious 4 bedroom detached property
set in one acre of land.
FOR SALE

£399,995
Edward VII Avenue, Newport
Superbly presented 4 bedroom newly
renovated detached property.
FOR SALE

£339,950
Bala Drive, Rogerstone, Newport
Very well presented 5 bedroom detached
property. 3 reception rooms.
FOR SALE

OUR
GUAR
AN
WE W TEE

MATC ILL
H AN
Y
OF
COM OUR
PETIT
FEES* ORS

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we offer to our clients.
t No sale - no fee
t Residential or commercial sales and lettings
t Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
t Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Call us today on
£329,950
Oakfield Road, Newport
Delightful 5 bedroom semidetached period property with
4 reception rooms.

November/December 2017

All properties available at time of going press

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com
swdirectories.com
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What’s On
Please let me know if you are involved with a
non-profit making organisation and would
like your details included on this page.
Tel: 07725 888070
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk
22

What’sOn

Oxford House Museum
Open every Saturday from 10.00am to 12.30pm
Risca U3A
for retired & unemployed people.
Risca Youth Centre, Lyne Road
MONDAY
Walking 10.00am at Risca Leisure Centre
Scrabble 12.30pm
TUESDAY
Art Club 9.00am
Walking 10.00am at Fields Road
Local History 12.30pm
WEDNESDAY
Keep Fit 10.30am
Short Mat Bowls 1.00pm
Bridge 1.15pm
THURSDAY
Short mat Bowls 9.30am
Craft 9.00am
FRIDAY
Walking 10.00am at Risca Leisure Centre (Easy)
Monthly Social Afternoon on last Thursday of
the Month at 2.00pm. We Warmly Welcome
New Members. Please Contact Mrs I Davies
01633 850095
The Healing Trust
Drop-in sessions on 1st Friday of every month
at St. John Ambulance Hall, Risca 6.30pm and
8.30pm. Donations welcome to cover costs
only - No charge for healing. No need to make
an appointment - All welcome
Email Wendy on wendy@in-the-pink.me.uk or
Tel: 07740 774590 or
www.thehealingtrust.org.uk. Tel 01604 603247
Trussell Trust Food Bank
Monday: 10am - 12pm
Wednesday: 10am - 12pm
Friday: 10am - 12pm
Salvation Army, 66A Commercial Street, Risca
Tel: 07599 973312 or 01633 613794
info@risca.foodbank.org.uk
Oxford House Industrial History Society.
(OHIHS)
If you are interested in industrial history then
why not join us every Friday evening at Risca
Colliers Institute 7:00 pm. Details of our talks
and walks programme are available on our
website www.riscamuseum.org.uk
Contact Brian Absolon 01633 264819
Western Valley Camera Club
Every Thursday - 7:30pm till about 10:00
Cross Keys RFC, Pandy Park, Woodward Ave,
Cross Keys. We run a varied program of
competitions, practical work, talks, etc.
Everyone is welcome regardless of age,
gender, experience, ability, or equipment.
For more info contact: Vince Penticost,
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Chairman – 01495 271581, Chris Meaker
07730 686034
Or visit the club website www.westernvalley.co.uk
Sequence Dancing
Tuesday 8.15pm–10.15pm (dance and
instruction)
Saturday 8.00pm–10.30pm (social dancing)
Channel View Community Centre (off Lower
Wyndham Terrace) Contact: Les 01495 270798
Shade
A self help group for people with depression
and anxiety. Every Tuesday 7.00–9.00pm and
Thursday 1.00–3.00pm, Danygraig Church Hall
No charge, all welcome
Risca Male Choir
Sunday 6-8pm and Thursday 7-9 pm at the old
Risca UDC offices in St. Mary Street .
Further information may be obtained from
chairman David Rowlands (01495 222702),
secretary Alan Davis (01495 272664) or by
visiting our website www.riscachoir.net
GWENT CHORALE supported by COLEG
GWENT We are a community choir of ca. 70
choristers. We meet at the Risca Male Voice
rehearsal rooms in Risca on Wednesdays at
7pm. New choristers are always welcome.
Please call 01633 894914 for more details.
Sequence Dancing,
Monday 8.00pm. St Margaret’s Church Hall,
Risca. MC’s Paul & Bella. All are Welcome
Contact 01633 612823 for more details
Crosskeys Indoor Short Mat Bowls
Every Thursday 11.00am until 1.15pm
at the Rugby Ground Crosskeys.
£2 a game. All ages and abilities welcome
For more information please
Contact Derek Haines on 01633 601302

Reading Group – Risca Library
1st Tuesday morning each month 11.00am –
12noon. For full details please contact Gill
Bartlett 01443 864780
Story, Rhyme and Play Session
For children under 4 at Risca Library
Tuesday & Saturdays 11am–12noon (term-time
only). Contact: Risca Library 01443 864780
Moriah Baptist Church
Friday Parents and Tots 9.30am-11.30am
Secretary: Sylvia Ware 01633 612789
www.moriahrisca.org.uk
5th Risca Scout Group –
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
Beavers: Tuesday 5.15pm–6.15pm
Cubs: Tuesday 6.30pm–7.30pm
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Scouts: Wednesday 7.00pm–9.00pm
Contact: Gareth Tanswell (Group Scout Leader)
08432 891272
The Samurai Judo Club – Crosskeys
St Catherine’s Church, Gladstone Street
Wednesday 6.15pm-8.00pm. For more information
contact: 01633 614356 or 01633 601256
Total Body Defence Ju Jitsu
Self Defence Classes
Risca Leisure Centre – Tuesday
Contact: Alun Williams 07948 965526
Agape Community Church, Ty-Sign
Monday 9:30am-11:30am Ty Sign Tots at Channel
View Community Hall
Friday 5:30pm -9:00pm Youth Clubs at St David’s
Church Hall, Ty Sign
Contact 07446 518742 for details
Really Cuckoo Company
Sing, Dance, Act and have Fun. www.cuckoos.org.uk
Risca Mini & Juniors RFC U13s
Our training sessions are held every Wednesday
night at Fire Station Fields, Risca throughout the
rugby season. We are actively seeking new players
under 13 years old. Contact Andrew on 07751 033507
for more details.
Rhiwderin Christmas Fair
Pentre Tai Road Rhiwderin NP10 8RL
16th December 10.00am-3.00pm
For further information or to book a stall contact
Su Jones 01633 810214 or email
sjjones7@btinternet.com
Welsh Folk Dancing Group
Thursdays 8.00pm-10.00pm. Graig Community Hall,
Bassaleg. Telephone 01495 271953 for details or just
turn up
Aviation and Air Traffic Control
If you are interested in aviation, and would like to
know more about what goes on in the air above us
every day, why not come along to one of our regular
meetings at the Graig Community Hall, Bassaleg?
For more information call 01633 213243
La Leche of Newport
La Leche League Groups provide mother-to-mother
support by holding regular meetings on various
aspects of mothering through breastfeeding.
Location details or further information please contact
Rhiannon 01633 892505
Alcan Singers
Wednesdays 7.30pm
Rogerstone and Bassaleg Social Club (Alcan Club)
Tom Claridge 01495 231761
Line Dance Class for all levels
7.00pm every Monday. Bassaleg & Rogerstone Social
Club. Tel 01633 262796 or just come along to join in
the fun
Nostalgia Music Society
Rogerstone & Bassaleg Social Club, Tregwilym Road,
Rogerstone, 4th Wednesday of every month at
7.15pm.
Admission £2.00. Further details from Mick white
01633 892442 Email swingbands@hotmail.com
Rogerstone Roses WI
2nd and 4th Tuesday in the month 7.00pm
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St Anne’s Church Hall
Contact: Olive Sheward 01633 769789
Sequence Dancing
St John’s Church Hall, Rogerstone
Every Friday 8.00–10.00pm
Whitehead Steelers Junior RFC
Wednesday and Thursday evenings
For more information, please contact Mitch on
07940 143315
Legs Bums & Tums, Zumba, Pilates
Rivermead Centre, Afon Village
Welfare Grounds, Rogerstone
For further information call Michelle: 07957 267977
Tai Chi
Tydu Community Hall, Rogerstone NP10 9EQ
Monday 7.15pm. Contact Bill James 07814 571247
Email: bill.james@live.co.uk
Newport and County Horticultural Society.
Winter talks and summer outings. For further
information contact Gay Thomas on 01633 274527
Gwent Family History Society (Newport Branch)
Help Desk at Newport Reference Library
2nd Wednesday of each month 2pm-4pm
Beginners Class at the Civic Centre
7.00pm on the second Wednesday of each month.
Branch Meeting at the Civic Centre
7.00pm on the Last Wednesday of each month
Contact 01633 421378
Newport Folk Club
Every Thursday 8.45 at Newport Fugitives Athletic
Club, High Cross. Contact Terry Parsons on
01633 897923
Badminton club
Rogerstone Primary School every Tuesday and
Friday 7.00-9.00pm. For adults and teenagers of all
abilities. For more details please contact:
Gary: 07967 146332. Linda: 07952 583827
lindajdaniels@btinternet.com
Twitter: @PonthirBadders
Facebook: Ponthir Badminton
Fourteen Locks Canal & Heritage Centre
Why not come and join us on one of our regular
monthly walks from the Centre, they take place on
the first Saturday of each month at 10.00am
REGARDLESS OF WEATHER.
Please phone 01633 892167 for details of the next
walk.
The Rotary Club of Newport
Sec: Peter Landers 01633 213049
www.rotarynewport.org
email:peter_landers@hotmail.com
The Rotary Club of Newport Uskmouth
Sec: Keith Minton 01633 423368
www.nuws.org.uk
email: keithminton44@gmail.com
The Rotary Club of Caerleon
Sec: Gerry Fulcher 07891 390255
www.rotary-ribi.org/caerleon
email: gerryfulcher369@gmail.com
The Rotary Club of St Woolos Newport
Sec: Alan Thomas
email: stwoolosnewport@outlook.com
The Rotary Club of Machen
Sec: Hugh Clatworthy 01633 893919
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Do you expect
a friendly caring
approach to your
dental care?
Cross Keys Dental are accepting new patients and offer high
quality care to our patients at an affordable cost.
I

Full dental consultations/exams
Restorative treatment
I Composite white fillings
I CEREC porcelain crowns
I Tooth whitening
I Dental implants
I Hygienist service
I Dentures/Bridges
I Endodontics
I

Your family in safe hands

Monthly care plan available £12.30 per month

Cross Keys Dental, 15-19 Risca Rd, Crosskeys, Newport NP11 7BT
For further details on the services we offer visit our website www.crosskeysdental.co.uk or
to make a consultation appointment please telephone our reception team on:
Tel: 01495 272 123 Please Quote SWD
24
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Places of Worship

Please contact me if you would like your Place of
Worship added to this page: 07725 888070
contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Benefice of Lower Islwyn
St. Mary’s Risca
Sunday 10.00am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month
St. Margaret’s Pontymister
Sunday 10.00am 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month
St. Margaret’s Pontymister
Weds 10.00am
Reverend Martyn Evans 01633 619425
martynevans01@btinternet.com

Crosskeys Pentecostal Church
Gladstone Street. Sunday 10.30am; 6.00pm
Sunday School 11.00am
Tuesday 7.15pm prayer meeting
Thursday 7.15pm Bible Study

The Salvation Army
Sunday – 10.30am & 5.00pm
Parent & Toddlers, Tuesday 9.30am
Luncheon Club – Wednesday12.00pm
Rainbow Weds 5.00pm
Brownies Weds 6.00pm
Guides Weds 6.30pm
Captain John Stark
01633 613794
www.riscasalvationarmy.org.uk

Ty-Isaf Baptist Church
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Thursday Prayer/Bible Study 7.00pm
Friday (term time) Children’s Club 6.00pm
Pastor Stephen Tucker
01633 866580
www.tyisafbaptist.com

Moriah Baptist Church
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Friday Babies & Tots 9.30am-11.30am
Secretary: Sylvia Ware 01633 612789
www.moriahrisca.com
Bethany Baptist Church
Sunday 10.30am; 6.00pm.
Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 7.15pm
Friday Coffee Morning 10.30–12noon
The Revd. Ian Waugh. 01633 619163
St Davids Shared Church, Ty Sign
Sunday 11.00; 6.00pm
Crosskeys Methodist Church
Sunday 11.00am
Trinity Congregational Church,
Pontywain
Sunday 11.00am. Rev Paula Parish-Foley
New Life Christian Church
St John’s Church, Park Street, Cwmcarn
Sunday 5.00pm. Thursday 7.30pm
Haydn Jefferies 07949 220135
Stow Park Church Centre, Brynhyfryd Rd, Newport
Sunday 10.45am
Sunday 3.00pm Oedfa Gymraeg (Welsh Language
Service)
Sunday 5.30pm Informal Service with Tea
Wednesday Prayers 10.00am, Bible Class 11.15am
Cafe with light meals and shop is now open Tuesday to
Friday only. Volunteers welcome.
www.stowparkchurch.org.uk / 01633 843730
Hope Baptist Church, Crosskeys
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7.00pm
Wednesday Luncheon Club 12.15pm
Thursday Sisterhood 7.00pm
Friday (term time) K’s Childrens meeting 6.00pm
Contact: Stuart Godfrey 01495 272227
Clyde Street Pentecostal Church
Sunday Communion 11.00am
Sunday Evening Service 6.00pm
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Society of Friends (Quakers)
Caerleon Town Hall. 1st & 3rd Sundays 10.30am
01633 483039
Ss. Anthony and Clare (RC) Risca
Sunday Mass 11.00am
Tuesday Mass 7.00pm
Wednesday Exposition 9.30am followed by Mass
10.00am. Church open to visitors 10.00–1.00pm
with coffee and tea in the Church Hall
Our Lady of Peace (RC) Newbridge
Sunday Mass 6.00pm. Thursday Mass 1.30pm
Church open to visitors 12.00–2.00pm
The Sacred Heart (RC), Pontllanfraith
Saturday Mass 6.00pm. Sunday Mass 9.30am
Monday 11.00am. Friday Exposition 10.00am
followed by Mass 10.30am
Church open to visitors 10.00am–2.00pm
Fr. Kevin Paine Tel.01495 233304
07980 236936
catholicchurch@binternet.com

Agape Community Church, Ty-Sign
Channel View Community Centre
Sunday 10.30am. Pastor Mark Jones 078836 608085
www.agapeonline.org.uk

Grace Baptist Assembly
Malpas Community Centre
Pillmawr Road. Sunday 3.00pm
Faith Community Church,
Wern Industrial Estate, NP10 9FQ. (opposite Cedric
John's). Sunday 10.30am. Pastors Mike & Helen Taylor
07454 179892. www.fcconline.org.uk
Newport City wide Family of God Church
Tydu Community Hall, Rogerstone. Sunday 10am-2pm
07888 313523
info@fogwales.com www.fogwales.com
Eglwys Annibynnol Mynydd Seion
Hill Street, Casnewydd NP20 1LZ
Oedfa Gymraeg am10.30 Bore Sul ac Ysgol Sul
Welsh Language Service at 10.30am on Sundays
Croeso Cynnes i Bawb
A warm welcome to fluent Welsh
speakers and learners.
www.mynyddseion.org.uk
Sian Howley 01633 421427 sianhowley@hotmail.com
Elin Maher 01633 243700
elin.maher@ntlworld.com
Newport Cathedral
Sunday
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.30am Family Eucharist (3rd Sunday in the month)
Sung Eucharist (1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays)
6.30pm Choral Eucharist
Every Weekday
8.00am Morning Prayer
8.15am Holy Eucharist
5.00pm Evening Prayer (Mon-Thurs)
7.00pm Choral Evensong (Fri Term time only)
Additional Eucharist at 10.30am each Thursday
St Martins-in-the-Gaer
Sunday 9.30am Holy Eucharist
01633 212077 (The Administrator’s Office)
st.wooloscathedral@btinternet.com
King’s Church
Lower Dock Street, Newport. Sunday 10.30am and
5.00pm. 01633 244453
Newport Christian Spiritualist Church
Orchard Lane Community Centre off Stafford Road
Friday Service 7.00pm- 8.30pm
Sunday Service 6.30pm-8.00pm
Tuesday Healing Clinic 6.30pm-8.30pm
New Life Christian Church
37 Llanover Street, West End, Abercarn NP11 4SX
We meet at 5pm each Sunday.
Haydn Jefferies 07949 220135
New Beginnings Church
Rogerstone Primary School
Ebenezer Drive, Rogerstone NP10 9YX
Sunday 10.30am
Facebook- New beginnings Church
Pastor Tony Capron 07990 540966
Dan-y-Graig Church Risca
Sunday 11.00am and 6.00pm.
Sunday School 11.00am
Monday 7.00pm Guild
Tuesday 10.30am Coffee morning
Thursday10.30am Coffee morning
Rev. Paula Parish-Foley 01633 549803
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Conservatories l Porches

Double Glazing Repair Specialists
l

Boarding Up
Draughty Windows
l Faulty Window Locks
l Faulty Door Locks
l Insurance Work
l Security Upgrades
l PVC Locksmith Service
l

A Risca based family run business

DOC
WINDOWS
REPAIR + INSTALLATION + ADVICE

Clouded Glass
Brocken Hinges
Sealed Units
Hinges
Handles
Letter Boxes
Cat Flaps

01633 821005
We have now opened a showroom at unit 3 Islwyn Workshops, Risca (behind Tesco)
November/December 2017
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Bygones 8 by Steve Barber

The Welsh Triangle
‘y Tair Tref’
(Part 1)
Many readers will have heard of
the Bermuda Triangle, but what
about the Welsh Triangle? This
particular location in
Monmouthshire, South Wales is
not renowned for mysterious
disappearances, but more for
battles between the native Welsh
and their Norman invaders. A
translation from the Welsh ‘y Tair
Tref ’ is roughly the three towns this covering the area of Gwent
sometimes known as the
Trilateral.
Grosmont, supported by the
neighbouring castles of Skenfrith
and White Castle, formed the
Military Trilateral Defence for Over
Gwent. This area was sometimes
known as Over Went - that part of
the county situated between the
River Wye above Tintern and the
River Usk above Usk town. This
group of Norman fortifications was
built to guard the borderland of
north-east Gwent.
Welsh Lords were the original
rulers of these areas, Gwyn the
owner of White Castle (at the time
of the Norman Conquest); and his
brothers Bach and Aeddan who
were, respectively, Lords of
Skenfrith and Grosmont. These
earlier Welsh castles would all most
probably have been constructed of
wood on artificial earthen mounds.
The Normans eventually replaced
them with more substantial stone
built fortifications. Thomas
Churchyard, the 16th Century poet
and historian, has left us the
following description:32
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Three castles fayre are in goodly
ground,
Grosmont is one, on hill it buildid
was;
Skenfrith the next, in valley it was
found,
White Castle is the third, of
worthie fame,
The country round doth bear
White Castle's name;
A statlie seat, a lofty princlie place,
Whose beauty gives simple soyle
some grace.
After 1066 the Normans, having
defeated King Harold and the
Saxons, commenced their conquest
of Wales. They did not find the
Welsh to be an easy foe to
overcome, as they advanced into
Wales, setting up their normal type
of Motte and Bailey castles - or
taking over existing native Welsh
constructed defences.
The original Welsh inhabitants of
this part of Wales were descended
from a Welsh tribe known as the
Silures, who even the Romans
found very difficult to overcome.
They possessed a weapon that the
Normans had not encountered in
the Welsh form. This was the long
bow, constructed from a stave of
native elm, about six foot long and
immensely powerful compared
with the shorter bows used by the
Normans. The 12th century
ecclesiastical scribe and historian
Giraldus Cambrensis (Gerald of
Wales); recorded how arrows of the
Welsh bowmen pierced the 4" thick
oak gate of Abergavenny Castle.
Gerald also related how an arrow

penetrated the chain mail clad
thigh of a Norman rider and killed
his steed. This long bow was later
developed by descendants of the
Normans, and constructed from
European yew, took part in the
battles of Agincourt, Crecey and
Poitiers etc. In these later
continental wars the English now
used the long bow with devastating
effect, but they also employed many
Welsh archers on their side.
The history of the castles has been
linked since the 11th Century, and
the present-day ruins date mainly
from the period of Henry III.
Following the defeat of the Welsh
the castles were first held by
Hamelyn, who conquered Northern
Gwent, followed by the de Braose
Lords of Abergavenny. In the 13th
Century Hubert de Burgh took
them over before passing them to
Henry III, who later gave them to
his son Edmund Crouchback the
Earl of Lancaster.
For the fit and energetic there is a
19 mile path, passing through
scenic countryside, and known as
The Three Castles Walk which links
these castles. It is provided and
maintained by Monmouthshire
County Council, and way-marked
throughout with 'castle' discs and
arrows. A Guide to the walk can be
obtained from Tourist Information
Centres, bookshops and
Monmouthshire County Council.
A suitable base and starting point
for exploring this area and the three
castles is Abergavenny. From
Abergavenny take the A465 road to
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Crucorney, turn left off the main
road and on your left you will
see the Skirrid Mountain Inn.
This claims to be the oldest inn
in Wales and perhaps the
second oldest in Britain. It
dates from the 12th Century
and also once served as a
Court House and place of
execution. The notorious
Judge Jeffreys is reputed to

have dispensed his form of justice
in the 17th century, dealing with
offenders who took part in a local
Papist plot, which occurred in
Gwent in 1679.
After visiting the Inn return to the
main A465 road, turn left and
continue onward to Pontrilas, from
where we will visit the three castles.
(To be continued)

Hereford,
the three castles are all
within easy reach of the A465. For
the purpose of this article we will
take a circular vehicular tour after
turning right on to the B4347 at
Pontrilas.
In the description of this tour we
will visit each of the three castles
forming the Trilateral and we will
also pick out and describe other
places of interest that we encounter
on this journey. So, when
proceeding along the A465 pause
when you reach Llanfihangel-

Curtains and Blinds
With over 50 years experience and with our relaxed
approach means you can call into our showroom
and chat with us about your furnishing ideas…
made simple!
Our fabric displays curtains and voiles from our carefully selected
suppliers such as Ashley Wilde, Kai, Clarke & Clarke, Belfield, Hardy,
Swaffer, Style Furnishings and many more offer immense inspiration.
From the initial selection of your fabric to the final fitting stage, we offer
you the highest of standards and make sure that you will be pleased
with your choice.
Whether you are looking to redecorate your entire home or simply
change the window-dress in one room we are here to help.
Opening Hours: Monday Closed. Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm. Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm.
www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA Mob: 07887 677110
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Crossword

Sudoku
The object of sudoku is to
insert the missing
numbers in the boxes to
satisfy just one
condition: each row,
column and 3x3 box must
contain the digits 1
through to 9 exactly once.
This can be done by
applying logic – you do
not have to guess.
Puzzle solutions on page 38

34
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PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

l

R Howells

Central Heating Systems l New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates l Plastering l Tiling
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years’ Experience

No Job Too SMALL!
Call Ryan on 07789 996779

Email: ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

RHW Painting
& Decorating
City & Guilds (Painting & Decorating)
ROGERSTONE BASED
Est 1992

Services Include:
Painting (Interior & Exterior) Paper Hanging
Tiling (Kitchens & Bathrooms)
Contact Richard Weeks:
Tel: 01633 892654 G Mob: 07786 684792
G

(A Clean, Competitive & Quality Service)

Western Valley
Camera Club
Western Valley Camera Club is one of the leading
Camera Clubs in South Wales.
We meet on a Thursday evening at Cross Keys Rugby
Club and operate for people who are interested in
photography and wish to develop and enhance new and
existing skills.

Ironing
Service
Local, reliable and
friendly.



The club holds meetings throughout the year on a variety
of topics and aims to provide a varied programme which
features the following broad topic areas:
• Competitions
• Practical sessions
• Demonstrations
• Talks and presentations from members and quality
external speakers
We hold our meetings in the
Dudley Suite, Cross Keys
Rugby Club (Pandy Park,
Woodward Avenue, Cross
Keys, NP11 7BS) at 7.30pm
and aim to finish by 10.00pm
For further information please go to the club web
page at www.westernvalley.co.uk

November/December 2017

Flexible service to
meet your
requirements.



Smoke free, clean
working area.



COMPETITIVE
RATES

Collection and
delivery.

Please call Sally on
07740 096099
swdirectories.com
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There's No Doubt; September
Was a Bit Peculiar

Blackwall Magor. Surprising how badly a damaged toenail can bleed

We categorise our swan rescue activity according to the
reason for which we were called, e.g. angling related,
territorial dispute, power cable strike, etc. In total there
are 22 of these, but only just over half of them arise
commonly. Included amongst them is 'False Alarm'.

S

o, here's the first reason
for describing September
as peculiar; false alarms
for the first time ever was, in the
event, the most frequent reason
requesting our help. It is
important because we cannot
know until we have investigated
whether or not there really is a
problem which needs our input;
we do take all calls equally
seriously. It is important also
because, with the passage of
time, the number of those
involved in rescue work is
continuing to decrease; we are
spread increasingly thinly to the
point where there are times
when we really are unable to
provide material assistance.
Thus, in September, two
instances of dog attacks on
swans were reported to us. The
first came to us late one
evening from Pwllheli on the
36
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Cwmbran Boati
ng Lake Steve
and 'target'
cygnet with 'ch
instrap'.

Lleyn Peninsular, not exactly
South Wales; a sheep dog had
plunged into the water and
attacked a swan in the harbour.
Why don't people control their
dogs at all times and in areas
which are obviously sensitive,
keep them on a lead? The
second such attack was a few
days later near the Swansea
Enterprise Park. Catching the
bird was easy; the hard bit was
the round trip of over 370 miles
to obtain the best and most
appropriate treatment at the
National Swan Sanctuary at
Shepperton in Surrey, bearing in
mind the serious risk of
bacterial infection from a dog's
saliva. One can only repeat the
questions asked above,
endlessly, it seems.
Reason two for the description
'peculiar'; autumn is the time of
year when we expect gales, but

not
usually as early as midSeptember. These tend to
cause serious problems for
migrating birds. When you've
been rescuing 'creatures' for as
long as we have, it seems there
is a presumption we are game
for anything! So, welcome to
the Manx Shearwater season.
These birds nest in burrows on
the islands off the West Wales
coast, and then migrate to the
South Atlantic for the winter.
These are small birds and are
no match for strong south
westerly head winds. Many get
blown inland often, very far
inland and probably, sadly, the
majority of them are never
found. So far this year, we've
picked up two; one was so thin
and emaciated he didn't survive
the night, while the second one
was in much better shape and
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will have been released from a
cliff-top in north Devon after it
had been checked for
airworthiness at the RSPCA
Wildlife Hospital at Taunton.
Relaunching has to be done in
this way; they simply cannot
take off from flat level ground.
And then, just to emphasise the
point about 'diversity', we dealt
with an elderly male Peregrine
Falcon which turned out to have
a cataract on one eye, which,
combined with the high winds
resulted, we believe, in a wing
injury from a flying accident. In
this case, thank goodness for
the International Centre for
Birds of Prey at Newent.
And so back to our day job, just
for a change at Cwmbran
Boating Lake! From August, we
inherited the problem of one of
the three remaining cygnets
which was definitely not eating;
we suspected the cause was a
'chin-strap'. The bird obviously
wants to eat, but cannot
because it is unable to open its
beak wide enough. For our third
visit, we had involved our friend
Steve in his kayak, a
prescription which had never
yet failed us, but then there's a
first time for everything, so they
say. And yes, we did fail; over
an hour of strenuous paddling,
and on this occasion, we didn't
really get even close. Eventually,
five days later, success was
achieved by employing the

The rescuer
in all his
glory!.

Caught at last Cwmbran Boating Lake
cygnet with his chin strap

ultimate technique, jumping in
and catching him unawares,
made possible only by virtue of
the fact that on the morning in
question the swans were close
into the hard standing in front of
the boat house. Solving the
problem took just a few
seconds with a pair of scissors
to cut the line which can be
seen so clearly in the
photograph, so releasing the
tension, and thence back to his
family.
It's surprising how elusive even
injured swans can be. Amanda
called to advise there was an
injured swan on Blackwall at
Magor on Friday. We got there
as soon as we could, but
despite a lengthy search, the
swan was nowhere to be
found. It was a further four
days before it was seen
again. Capture, using a
swan hook was
straightforward enough, if a
little brutal, but what
choice was there...? The

problem, despite undoubtedly
being very painful, was nowhere
near as bad as it looked;
damage to one of the claws,
analogous to our toenails, and
we know how bloody, and
painful that can be. Another trip
to Shepperton for pain relief
and antibiotics, followed by the
best regime of tlc and
rehabilitation available.
Exit September and enter
October; we wonder what thrills
and spills that holds for us.

Family all back together

Text by Peter; photographs by Ellen and Amanda.
For swan and all other wildlife problems please contact;
Peter & Ellen on 01633 895241 or 07802 472788

November/December 2017
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Risca

LIBRARY
Risca Palace Unit B, 75 Tredegar Street

Puzzle
Solutions
Sudoku

01443 864780
www.caerphilly.gov.uk

Monday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Thursday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am - 4.00pm
Reading Group

meet on the 1st Tuesday of every month
from 11am-12pm
(The reading groups are fun, friendly
discussions about a book we have all
chosen to read over the month. Tea and
coffee provided)

Crafters Corner
meets weekly on Friday’s at 11am-12pm
(Informal craft session over tea and
coffee, bring your own projects)

Story Time and Crafts
(for children under4) – weekly on
Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11am-12pm

Crossword Solution
Across: 6 Rancid, 7 Tot, 8 Tate, 10 Leave, 12 Angel,
13 Ness, 15 One, 16 Stable.
Down: 1 Lava, 2 Acre, 3 Adult, 4 Strange, 5 Streams,
8 Treason, 9 Tangled, 11 Slash, 13 Near, 14 Salt.

LOVE YOUR
BUSINESS
HELP IT GROW AND PROSPER
ADVERTISE
LOCALLY
Residents love our
magazines, they read it, use
it and keep it.
We’re expanding! We are
now delivering to even more
homes & businesses.

To advertise contact Leslie Woolford

07725 888070 / 01633 892771
contact@swdirectories.co.uk
www.swdirectories.com
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Leaky Shower???

We have a
Shower Pod Solution
Are you fed up
with your leaking
shower area?

SALE
NOW
ON

Install a leak free replacement from
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod.
Supplied and fitted from

£1595.00 inc Vat
(Full terms apply)
G
G
G
G
G
G

Quick Installation
Minimum disruption
Completely leak free construction
Say goodbye to silicone and grout
No mould or bacteria
Easy to clean

We also offer a full design service using the latest
3D Software to visualise designs.
Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers
and much, much more.

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
November/December 2017 info@newportbathroomcentre.comswdirectories.com
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NOVEMBER/
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ISSUE 60
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DECEMBER 2016
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ALLT-YR-YN
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Advertise with us
SW Directories offers a low cost and
effective way to acquire more business.
Established in 2006, the Directories are
extensively used and respected by our
readers.
26000 copies are delivered to homes
and local businesses six times a year.
It’s easy to be in the magazine,
call us today to find out about our
special offers.

ISSUE 54
NOVEMBER/
DECEMBER 2016

ISSUE 55
NOVEMBER/
DECEMBER 2016

ISSUE 42
NOVEMBER/
DECEMBER 2016
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DECEMBER
2016
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Presents
Art of Combat
Taekwon-Do has clubs
based in Rogerstone
and Cwmcarn.
We are an open and welcoming
club that is passionate about
having the highest possible
standard of Taekwon-Do. We
take great pride in being a club
who accepts everyone from all
walks of life regardless to race,
religion, ability and
circumstances. Our goal is to
help unite communities through
our passion of martial arts and
bring people together to end
bullying and isolation. We
believe we can all unite from our
passion and to use our skills not
only to defend when necessary,
but to use our self control to
find understanding in times
when people need it.
Art of Combat students are
regularly involved in raising
money for charities and take
part in sponsored events once a
year to raise money to give to
those who need it most. We
take our skills we learn from
classes and find a way to give
back to the community.

Rogerstone Tydu
Community centre NP10 9EQ

Tuesdays:
5.30 - 6.15 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

Thursday:
5.30 - 6.15 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13 and
senior belts
7.30 - 8.30 BOXERCISE Adults ages
13+

Cwmcarn O.A.P Hall, Newport
Road Cwmcarn NP11 7LZ

Mondays
5.45 - 6.30 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

Fridays:
5.45 - 6.30 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

We start students from as
young as 4 years old and take
them right the way through to
adulthood.
Email: Info@artofcombatmartialarts.com Website: www.artofcombattaekwondo.co.uk
Tel: 07891 054890
November/December 2017
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Memorial Garden and
extra stones added
to Memorial site

In August 2014, a magnificent
Welsh Dragon sculpture was
unveiled alongside the road
that runs from Pilkem to
Langemark. After the huge
success of getting the
Cromlech completed both the
Welsh and Flemish Committees
suggested extra stones and a
Memorial Garden to
commemorate the two Welsh
Divisions and five Welsh
Regiments that took part in the
War.
To that end Peter Jones and Ivan
Beatty went to Craig yr Hesg
Quarry in Pontypridd, that had
supplied the huge stones for the
Cromlech and asked if it were
possible that they could obtain
another seven smaller stones for
the Memorial Garden, to which
they said yes of course and they
were selected shortly afterwards.
Peter and Ivan approached Rhys
Davies Logistics for the
transportation of the seven
stones over to the Memorial site
which is near Langemarch (Ypres
area) in Belgium and they agreed.
The Committee will be forever in
their debt as they only charged
the charity a small fee to get them
over to the site.

two Welsh Divisions and five
Welsh Regiments. The two
Divisions are the 38th and the
53rd, and five Regiments are the
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, the Welsh
Regiment, the South Wales
Borderers, the Welsh Guards and
the Monmouthshire Regiment.
Earlier this year, on the 31st July a
National Service of
Remembrance took place in
Langemark to mark the centenary
of the 3rd Battle of Ypres but
more commonly known as the
battle of Passchendaele.

The stones have the badges of
42
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What is Chiropractic?
"Chiropractic is a regulated primary healthcare profession. Chiropractors are trained to
diagnose, treat, manage and prevent disorders of the musculoskeletal system (bones,
joints, and muscles), as well as the effects these disorders can have on the nervous
system and general health."
Chiropractors use a range of techniques to reduce pain, improve function and
increase mobility. Chiropractic treatment mainly involves safe, often gentle,
specific spinal manipulation to free joints in the spine or other areas of the
body that are not moving properly. Apart from manipulation, chiropractors
may use a variety of techniques including massage, ice, heat, ultrasound,
exercise and acupuncture as well as advice about posture and lifestyle.
CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT EFFECTIVE FOR:
• Back pain
• Neck pain
• Shoulder and elbow pain
• Headaches
• Muscle and joint pain • Pregnancy related back pain
• Knee and ankle pain • Sports Injuries
Find us at 26 Tredegar Street, Risca NP11 6BU
For more information or to book a consultation you can contact us via:
Phone: 01633 615993/07510181667
Email: collettechiro@hotmail.com | Website:www.riscachiropractor.co.uk
FB: @RiscaChiropractic

November/December 2017
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Part Three
LLANDEGFEDD
RESERVOIR

A Dam Story
During the last two months
of 1962 a biting north wind
had blown down the valley
and on Boxing Day 1962 a
heavy snowfall began
followed by very low
temperatures. It was to be
the early spring of 1963
before the last 10 feet could
be added to the
embankment. During what
was one of the worst
winters of the 20th Century
almost all work on the site
ceased for over 2 months.
Shands were badly affected
but the grouting contractors,
Foundation Engineering, fared
better. By taking their water
supply from a manhole at the
downstream foot of the
embankment, they were able
to continue their work once
transport of cement to the site
resumed. The manhole
collected ground water from a
system of drains under the
downstream shoulder of the
embankment. The water
coming into the manhole
stayed at about 10 degrees F.
above freezing point even
during the coldest days. Once
mixed with cement to form
grout, the grout was quickly
pumped deep into the ground.
With temperatures rising and
the censors showing reduced
water pore pressures, work
then resumed on placing the
44
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to close off the water flow by
the formation of air locks.
Usually the highest draw-off
gives the best water. The
tower also provides for any
overflow to fall between the
outer and inner walls of the
tower and to the culvert.

The New Inn - Sluvad Road.
End of December 1962

last of the clay and shale to
bring the embankment to its
full height. Work also resumed
on the tower, the laying stone
pitching and the placing top
soil on the slopes of the
embankment together with the
road across the top of the
dam.
By the autumn of 1963, work
was advanced enough for
impounding of water to take
place. Pumping from the River
Usk began and the reservoir
was near to it’s top water level
by early 1965. For efficient
operating, the water level
should be kept a little below
T.W.L. to avoid unnecessary
pumping from the river should
heavy rain fall on the
catchment. Water can be
drawn off at three different
levels in the tower. Instead of
the usual sluice or gate valves,
‘siphons’ were installed where
compressed air could be used

Near the foot of the dam is a
pumping station to deliver
water drawn from the reservoir
through a pipeline to the water
treatment works at Sluvad.
From Sluvad most of the
supply area can be served
without further pumping.
Farms had been affected by
the land needed for the
reservoir. Cwmbwrwch,
Greenpool and Pettingale had
disappeared under the waters
of the reservoir. Other farms
had been affected to a lesser
extend. Tyn-y-caeau Farm had
lost some land and its private
water supply but gained some
Greenpool land together with
the spring that had once
supplied the Greenpool
farmstead.
Inspections of the dam are
carried out periodically by a
member of a panel of
engineers appointed as being
competent for the task. A
system of drains laid under
the downstream shoulder of
the dam connect into a
chamber where the flow of
water from the drains can be
November/December 2017

measured. Any significant
increase in flow that cannot be
explained by heavy rainfall,
could be viewed as a leakage
problem developing and would
demand investigation. Any
areas of subsidence would also
raise concern.
Just downstream from the dam,
a weir was constructed across
the Sor Brook and it is here that
a discharge from the reservoir
at an agreed flow
(compensation water) is
measured.
Tower & Footbridge

For half of a century, the
reservoir has provided people in
the south-east of Wales with
their water supply. In what was
a secluded valley known to few
others than the ‘locals’, there is
one of the largest areas of
inland water in South Wales. A
place that has become popular
with anglers, boat people, bird
watchers and those who just
want to take in the view.
'Written with thoughts for the
farmers and others who were
affected by the reservoir works'.
Pete Rogers

The pumping station and tailbay
View from the Car Park

The dam and tower in latter stages

November/December 2017
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WT
LAMINATES LTD

Is it time to change
your worktops?
Established 1974

WT Laminates - Worktop Specialist

WE HAVE
FITTING DATES
AVAILABLE BEFORE
CHRISTMAS!




Laminate and solid surfaces
Cutting and Fitting services

Opening Hours
Monday–Thursday 8.00am–5.00pm
Friday 8.00am–4.30pm
Saturday 9.00am–1.00pm

All pictures show Corian Fabricated and installed by WT Laminates. The Corian Island above shows an
island with translucent Corian which can be lit in various colours.

STRUGGLING TO FIND TIME TO VISIT US?
Use the calculator on our website to receive samples and obtain an on-line quote www.wtlaminates.co.uk


OPEN TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC



EASY PARKING

PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road,
Newport NP19 4RF 01633 251908 info@wtlaminates.co.uk
46
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TILES

G

BATHROMS

G

KITCHENS

G

SHOWERS

all new

TILES, BATHROOMS AND
NOW KITCHENS!
Thousands of inspiring
designs from one of the
biggest & best
showroom’s in the UK.

Planning and
Installation Service with
a brand new range of UK
built kitchens.

Call in to see our
Shower range and we
will try to beat any
internet quote.

1000`s bathrooms
fitted throughout
South Wales with full
project management.

VISIT THE UK’S NO.1TILE SHOWROOM RIGHT ON YOUR DOORSTEP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF. WE ARE NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION IN TV COCH
ASK ABOUT OUR INSTALLATION SERVICES IN STORE
OR CALL US.

 Internet prices in store
 Big stocks
 Open 7 days a week
 Knowledgable staff
 Lots of parking
Unit 2A, Ty Coch Way, Cwmbran, Torfaen, NP44 7HB
November/December 2017

CALL CWMBRAN TODAY
01633 875 003
OR VISIT
WWW.TILESAHEAD.CO.UK

swdirectories.com

47

A History of Metal Industries in Rogerstone
By Brian Stephen (Rogerstone Local History Society)

Into the Seventies & Eighties
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1990 50 year Anniv

The 1970s heralded an era of
mergers and acquisitions
involving Alcan Industries, a
merger with James Booth
Aluminium led to
rationalisation and changes in
production. Rogerstone’s first
ever extrusion press (known
as no5) which by now had
given splendid service for 30
years was moved out, to be
replaced by a bigger 5,000
tonne press from the James
Booth factory at Kitts Green.
A 64 inch wide cold mill also
from Kitts Green was another
item to be transferred soon
after the merger, as
Rogerstone continued its
policy of upgrading rolling mill
equipment.
Soon after, in 1972, a £600,000
modernisation of the three stand
66 inch tandem cold rolling mill
was started, to enable the mill to
take coils weighing up to 10
tonnes each, four times the
weight originally designed to be
handled. Shortly after even more
money was spent installing a
48
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new remelt furnace.
In 1974, a major investment saw
a foil plant installed at
Rogerstone. This followed Alcan
Booth Industries continued
development of the potential

scheme much equipment was
upgraded and new equipment
installed, all designed to
improve productivity and
efficiency by enabling the mills
to cope with 12 tonne starting

Delivery of ingots

Coil stacked ready for the 24 inch mill

markets for aluminium foil.
In 1982, Alcan Booth Industries
merged with its major U.K.
competitor British Aluminium.
The joining of these two
industrial giants brought with it
widespread rationalisation that
resulted in some factory sites
being closed. Rogerstone was
chosen to be the new group’s
main sheet rolling centre and so
benefited greatly from the
merger.
As part of a major £35 million

ingots, quite a contrast to the
half-tonne ingots with which the
company started 50 years
earlier.
The latest equipment included
new high efficiency preheat
furnaces for the hot line, major
modifications to both hot and
cold mills, a new double sided
single pass ingot scalper and a
high speed slitter.
All this investment took the
Alcan Works into the 21st
century.
November/December 2017

Cotswold Windows & Doors
We are a local, reliable company who
pride ourselves on our friendly
service.
We offer very competitive prices for a large
range of products including:G UPVC or Aluminium Windows, Doors,
Bi-Folds
G Composite Doors
G Multiple colour choices available

QUOTE 'RD' FOR A
10% DISCOUNT
Call us now on 01633 300332 or 07962 218403 for a free, no obligation survey.
Cotswold Windows and Doors Ltd,13 Cotswold Way, Risca, NP11 6QT

EST. 1976

FIBRE
STRANDEK ® GLASS
ROOF SYSTEMS
Before

After

OTHER SERVICES

Fascias
Downpipes
G Lead work
G Slate / Tiling
G Gutter linings
G DIY roof kits
G
G

Elsa and Jill
“It is a pleasure to do business
with you. With confidence, we
can recommend you to all our
friends”

INSURED GUARANTEE - REGULATED by the F.C.A.
sales@saltyyachts.com t: 01633 250652
www.saltyyachts.com
November/December 2017
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St David’s Hospice Care is committed to providing bespoke, individual
‘free’ care for all our patients and their families.
We work alongside patients and hope to support them at the most difficult times
of their lives. We aim to ensure that patients have choice about the care they
receive whilst maintaining dignity throughout their journey is paramount to us.
April to September

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

9

33
St David’s
Hospice Care
Charity Will
Making Scheme

3

Join our
lottery

21

£1

Every play counts

per week

15

Reduced Will writing fees
for both single and
mirror standard Wills

50

Ebay
& Charity
Shops

Jolly
Jumper
Day

Shop online or in-store
and help support individual
‘free’ care for all our patients
and their families.

28

£100 (£180 for mirror standard Wills)

Jolly Jumper Day

Ebay & Charity Shops

42

#jollyjumperday

First prize
50% of the fee will go to St David’s Hospice Care

£1500!
£500 Second Prize
£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10
Registered Charity No: 1010576

Christmas Craft Fayre at Llanyrafon Manor

28-29 October 2017

Request your FREE Jolly Jumper
Day fundraising pack today!

/usr/stdavidshospicecare

/retailcharityshops

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

Halloween Severn Bridge Walk

Saturday 4th Nov 2017

01633 851051 fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051

www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Find us on:

Find us on:

Registered charity number: 1010576

Bark in the Park

Sunday 12th Nov 2017

Registered charity number: 1010576

Festive “Elf” Walk/Run - 1.6 or 7km routes

Saturday 25th Nov 2017

Supported by

Supported by

Christmas
Craft
Fayre
Llanyrafon Manor
28-29 October 2017

Halloween
Severn Bridge
Walk

Bark in
the Parc

Sat 4th Nov 2017

Parc Pantry Tearooms,
Belle Vue Park

Festive
“Elf”
Walk/Run

Sun 12th Nov 2017 - 11:00am

£10 Adults, £5 Children
£25 Family Ticket

Sat 25th Nov 2017 - 11:30am
Llanyrafon Manor
Cwmbran NP44 8HT
Post
Adults: £10 Children (U13’s): £5
your letter
Family Deal Entry: £25
to Santa!

(2 Adults, 2 Children under 12)

Join us for a spooky 5 mile walk to blow away the cobwebs
and give you another chance to wear those Halloween
costumes. Crossing the Severn Bridge with fun, laughter
and treats. Dress code; ‘Fancy Dress Encouraged’

A day to celebrate our four legged friends!
Stalls, food, competitions, activities & more

Santa needs all “Elves” on board to help St David’s
care for patients and their families over the festive season.
All money raised by the event will help fund our “Unicorn”
service over Christmas, supporting children who have
lost a special person.

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051

www.stdavidshospicecare.org
01633 851051

www.stdavidshospicecare.org
01633 851051

www.stdavidshospicecare.org
01633 851051
Supported by

Find us on:

Find us on:

Free Entry
Christmas Craft and food stalls, family activities
and rafﬂe prizes. Farmers Food Market
on Sunday 29 October.

Llantarnam Abbey Concert

Registered charity number: 1010576

Saturday 25 November 2017

Christmas Fayre

Registered charity
number: 1010576

26 November 2017

Find us on:

Registered charity
number: 1010576

Sponsored by

Sponsored by

Find us on:
Registered charity
number: 1010576

The Admiral City of Newport Half Marathon

Sunday 4 March 2018

Supported by

Christmas
Fayre

Llantarnam
Abbey
Concert

The Admiral
City of Newport
Half Marathon

St Pierre Marriott Hotel
& Country Club

Sun 4 March 2018

26 November 2017

Cwmbran
Sat 25 November 2017

9am Start
Incorporating

Enjoy a wonderful evening of music!

Free Event - Ticket Only

Featuring the Gwent Police Choir and the Malpas Church in Wales
School. For tickets or more information contact:
Fundraising on 01633 851051

All types of stalls including crafts and arts,
delicious cakes, original gift ideas, jewellery,
refreshments and more.

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Find us on:

Registered charity
number: 1010576

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Find us on:

St David’s Hospice Care
Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH
01633 851051
fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org
50
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Scenic course that showcases
some of the iconic landmarks
of the City of Newport.

Sat 3 March 2018
2pm

www.cityofnewporthalfmarathon.com
www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Supported by

Find us on:

Registered charity
number: 1010576

Registered charity number: 1010576

Find us on:
November/December
2017
Registered charity number: 1010576

November/December 2017
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choose us for
a warmer home
this winter

over
C
g
n
i
Heat

n
a
l
p
eco
lable
Avai
Complete heating & plumbing solutions...
Full central heating systems
Bathroom design
24 hr breakdowns & maintenance
Replacement boilers
Radiator installation
Fires & surrounds
Gas safety certificates
General plumbing
365 days a year helpline
Gas Safe registered

598825

Talk to our family run team

01633 615 800
01633 894 113

