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SKENFRITH

To reach the village of Skenfrith,
continue along the B4347 for
about 3% miles and at the cross-
roads turn left onto the B4521
and continue for % a mile to
reach Skenfrith. The name of :
Skenfrith may be translated from :
the Welsh, Ynys Cynfraeth, as the :
island where Cynfraeth (a 6th
Century Welsh Chieftain) built
his fortress. The castle, mill,
church and inn make an
attractive centre of the little
village.

Soon after entering the village the
remains of the old castle will be
seen. This was one of the first
castles to be constructed in the
county, and the first owner was
Bach, the brother of Aeddan
owner of Grosmont. This first
castle was probably a simple
wooden construction situated on
an earthen mound. After the
Norman Conquest, the castle was
' gained by Hamelyn the conqueror
of Gwent and then passed to his
nephew Brian de Wallingford. It
continued to change hands
frequently in Norman days, even
being sold by King John to Sir
William de Braose, Lord of
Abergavenny, for three steeds and
ten greyhounds. The castle was
valued for its strategic position but
used mainly as a garrison, so
ossesses little of the romantic
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Skenfrith Castle
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built with circular towers at the
corners of the rectangle
formed by the curtain walls.
At some point, during the re-
building work, there was a
heavy flood in the low-lying
valley which caused the
castle to be severely
inundated by the rising
waters. Hubert then filled
the interior of the first castle

Skenfrith Castle Keep

with river gravel and commenced
to build a new castle on top of the
original. Archaeological digging
in the 1950s actually exposed the
well-preserved remains of the first
castle hall, which had been buried
in the gravel from 1220.

The main entrance to the new
castle was formed through the

north curtain wall, accessmg the

céiatral Keep. It was cir
plan, with three stmeysland a :
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storage.
The River Monnow guards the
eastern facade and the curtain
walls were originally moated, - =
utilising water taken from the

river. The millrace, to the local
water mill, was at one time part of
the c‘astleinoat There would,
orlggnally, have been a drawbr
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Skenfrith church has an attractive
half-timbered tower with a
wooden dovecote roof, and is
again quite large for what is now a
small village. It is medieval in
origin dating from about 1168,
extended in the 14th century and
also in the 16th century. It was
later restored in 1896 and again in
1909. The construction is of old
red sandstone, with a two aisle
nave, a chancel and west tower
topped with a dovecote belfry.

Inside the church is a finely carved
altar tomb, which is the monument
of John Morgan, the last castle
governor in the 16th Century, and
also his wife Anne. Notice also the
oak Governor's pew, standing
aside from the more recent
ordinary pews. A glass-fronted
case, mounted on the wall,
contains an ecclesiastical cope
made from coloured silks. It has
been suggested that it was made
and given by Queen Eleanor, wife
of King Henry III, when lodging at
the castle, whilst her husband was
fighting the Welsh. However,
expert modern opinion dates the
ope to the late 15th Century.
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Skenfrith Church

and women. Her effigy can be seen
on the gable over the entrance
porch. Just inside the porch is
located the remains of an early
13th Century Holy Water stoup.
The church also was rebuilt in
stone by Hubert de Burgh in the
13th Century. De Burgh was
resident and Lord of the manor at
that date, later becoming Chief
Justicar under Henry III.

i Skenfrith church
: has a peal of six

bells and the village inn, adjacent
to the Monnow Bridge, is

appropriately named “The Bell’ The

inn was once a 17th century
coaching inn and was tastefully
restored in 2001. It has flagstone
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floors, oak beams, antique and
period furniture. There are eleven
guest rooms with en-suite
bathrooms, the restaurant has won
awards and has an excellent wine
list, all making it a comfortable
place to stay. The proprietors of the
hotel have created some interesting
circular walks, starting from and
returning to the Hotel. A map and
a guide describing the footpaths
and identifying points of interests

: in the locality are provided.

Having

completed our

: exploration of Skenfrith we will
i next continue on to the final castle

of the Trilateral — White Castle.

(To be continued)

Governor’s Pew
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Spring your kitchen
into life with new work
surfaces this spring

Established 1974

WT Laminates - Worktop Specialist
!.
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The picture above shows - Tristone Grise solid surface worktops with Corian sinks.
Can you spot the 3 surface joins?

e Laminate and solid surfaces

i — ° iom” e Cutting and Fitting services
. AXiOoM
CORIAN® 2A0IF ZxioM _
Opening Hours
= prima DUROPAL ee omega Monday-Thursday 8.00am-5.00pm

Friday 8.00am-4.30pm
Saturday 9.00am-1.00pm

STRUGGLING TO FIND TIME TO VISIT US?

Use the calculator on our website to receive samples and obtain an on-line quote www.wtlaminates.co.uk

*OPEN TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC *EASY PARKING
PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road,
Newport NP19 4RF 01633 251908 info@wtlaminates.co.uk

www.wtlaminates.co.uk




Leaky Shower???
We have a

Shower Pod Solution

Are you fed up
with your leaking
shower area?

Install a leak free replacement from
Newport Bathroom Centre.

We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod.

Supplied and fitted from
£1595.00 inc Vat

(Full terms apply)

Quick Installation

Minimum disruption

Completely leak free construction
Say goodbye to silicone and grout
No mould or bacteria

Easy to clean
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We also offer a full design service using the latest
3D Software to visualise designs.

Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers
and much, much more.

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd

Based @ George Street Furnishers 19-24 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29

info@newportbathroomcentre.com



MADE IN
BRITAIN

BEAT THE SPRING RUSH
GET YOUR QUOTE TODAY!

Spring is coming and it's time to Why should you install a Resin Drive?  BankBuster Loan Example

sort out your garden in time for  That's simple; our product naturally Vel L (o 72

. dei ter th h it which Monthly Repayment: £227.83
the legendary British Summer! rains water through It which means Number of Repayments: 35

: . no puddles. Also with a slip resistant And Final Payment of: £227.54
Beat the crowd.s this Sprlng and surface it provides better traction for Agreement Length: 36 Months
get your order in early. tyres and gives more grip for when Total Amount Payable: £8,201.59
ou walk on it, making your drive a Total Credit Charge: £701.59
Y. TRUSTPILOT Zafe place to bel .24 Rate of Interest: 5.7% AIR
* ok ok ok ok : Representative APR: 5.9% APR

CALL THE DRIVEWAY, PATH AND PATIO SPECIALISTS TODAY!

0800 007 5733

LINES OPEN 7AM - 10PM OR VISIT WWW.RESINDRIVES.CO.UK

Resindrives.co.uk is a trading name of resindrives.co.uk Itd.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN743675) We are
a credit broker and not a lender, we offer credit facilities from a panel of lenders. THE ORIGINAL RESIN CO.






