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Welcome!
If you are interested in advertising your business in the
Directory, please contact us to find out about the very
competitive advertising rates. You will always deal with us
directly, like many of the businesses that advertise in this
magazine, we are a small, independent business and fully
appreciate how much your business means to you.
Have a lovely summer – weather permitting!
Best wishes

Advertising enquiries:
Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771
or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

GWENT CHORALE
2018/2019 Season

Gwent Chorale looks forward to a new season starting on
Wednesday September 5th at 7.00pm in Dan-y-Graig
Church, Risca.

T

he choir meets from
September until the end
of June and is always
ready to welcome potential
new choristers. If you feel you
may enjoy the kind of music
the choir rehearses and
performs then you could try
singing with us at an open
session taking place on
Wednesday October 10th in
Dan-y-Graig Church, Risca at
7.00pm. The session will be
directed by the choir's Music
Director, Paul Cook.
The choir presents its Carols
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for All event on Wednesday
December 19th in Moriah
Church, Risca at 7.30pm. This
has become a very popular
introduction to the festive
season with its traditional
carols and readings.
The main performance in 2019
will take the form of an
evening at the opera, a Grand
Opera Gala accompanied by

soloists and orchestra. This
will take place on Saturday
June 29th, 2019.
Our choir works to a high
standard, but the emphasis is
always on the enjoyment of
singing. If you think this hobby
would appeal to you, and you
love singing the great choral
classics, then please join us at
any of our rehearsals, or join
other potential new choristers
for the open rehearsal
mentioned above.

More information about the choir can be found on our
website gwentchorale.com, or find us on Facebook.
Alternatively you may like to talk to Nicola Price on 07974
111712 or Colin Harvey on 01633 894914.
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DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company


My Garage VMS app is
available on the app store
and Google play. Enter the
garage code - DTD01 and
your car registration, the app
will then tell you when your
MOT, Tax, Service is due
and will also send you a
reminder.

Units 1-3 Pontymister Industrial Estate,
Risca NP11 6NP
Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk
www.dawnanddusk.co.uk

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including
new vehicles under warranty
Car & Commercial repair work carried out
Diesel specialist
Clutch specialist
Brake specialist
MOT
Exhausts
Air conditioning








DIAGNOSIS
 ELECTRICAL  Engine Management
 ABS
 Alternators
 Starter Motors  Air bag
Batteries
 Central Locking

FREE LOCAL
COLLECTION
& DELIVERY

Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP
July/August 2018
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Nine Mile Point Colliery
Nine Mile Point Colliery was situated on the
A4058, Crosskeys to Pontllanfraith road, on the
left hand side before you enter Cwmfelinfach.
It is now an industrial estate, with a tram of
coal at the entrance to remind us of this most
famous of collieries.
The first shaft was sunk in 1902 by Burnyeat and
Brown; it was later owned by the Ocean Coal
Company and, from nationalisation in 1947, it was
owned by the National Coal Board.
It was named because of its distance from
Newport Docks via an old tramway, although it
was sunk under the name of Coronation Colliery.
The colliery got off to a tragic start when, during
the sinking operations, a landslide killed seven of
the sinkers.
There were three shafts sunk in total. The east and
west shafts were sunk to the middle and lower
coal measures to a depth of 1183 feet 10 inches.
Then, in 1908, the Rock Pit was sunk to the upper
coal measure to a depth of 601feet 11 inches.
There were 6 workable seams encountered during
sinking: Rock Vein, Big Vein, Three-Quarter, Black
Vein, Meadow Vein and Old Coal.
The Rock Pit worked the Rock Vein seam
extensively but bad conditions forced the Rock Pit
to close in 1954. An interesting feature of this pit
was that the main haulage engine once worked as
a ship’s engine.
The main seams worked at Nine Mile Point Colliery
were the Black Vein, Meadow Vein and the Old
Coal seam. The markets for the coal varied
considerably with some exported to Italy and, in
the 1930s, a major customer was the local
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chemical works, which claimed to make 137
different commodities out of coal.
By 1913 full production was in operation with
2,105 men employed. This had dropped to 1,600
men by 1934. The recession of 1935 closed three
districts and halved the manpower to 800.
On Saturday 12th October 1935 an event at this
colliery was noticed by the world: 78 men decided
to stay down the west pit in protest over the
importation of ‘scab’ labour from all parts of the
South Wales coalfields by the owners, the Ocean
Coal Company. By the Tuesday there were 164
men on the stay-down strike, over the three pits
at Nine Mile Point. By Wednesday 8,000 miners
locally were on strike in support of the Point men.
On Saturday 19th October there were 30,000 men
on strike in the South Wales coalfield and hurried
negotiations between the Ocean Coal Company
and the South Wales Miners’ Federation settled
the problem of ‘scab’ labour at the Nine Mile Point
colliery.
When the miners emerged from the three pits,
most of them had been underground for 177
hours.
Nationalisation in 1947 saw 1,261men employed,
with maximum output achieved in 1957 with
301,126 tons of coal produced. By the 1960s the
National Coal Board had invested £2.5 million on
modernising Nine Mile Point before promptly
closing it in July 1964.
David Williams
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Based in Risca Chiropractors

What is Chiropractic?
"Chiropractic is a regulated primary healthcare profession. Chiropractors are trained to
diagnose, treat, manage and prevent disorders of the musculoskeletal system (bones,
joints, and muscles), as well as the effects these disorders can have on the nervous
system and general health."
Chiropractors use a range of techniques to reduce pain, improve function and
increase mobility. Chiropractic treatment mainly involves safe, often gentle,
specific spinal manipulation to free joints in the spine or other areas of the
body that are not moving properly. Apart from manipulation, chiropractors
may use a variety of techniques including massage, ice, heat, ultrasound,
exercise and acupuncture as well as advice about posture and lifestyle.
CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT EFFECTIVE FOR:
• Back pain
• Neck pain
• Shoulder and elbow pain
• Headaches
• Muscle and joint pain • Pregnancy related back pain
• Knee and ankle pain • Sports Injuries
Find us at 26 Tredegar Street, Risca NP11 6BU
For more information or to book a consultation you can contact us via:
Phone: 01633 615993/07510181667
Email: collettechiro@hotmail.com | Website:www.riscachiropractor.co.uk
FB: @RiscaChiropractic
July/August 2018

swdirectories.com

5

Drone Survey to Reveal
Twmbarlwm Secrets?
This image is taken from a digital 3D model that was created
from over 300 hi-resolution individual images. It can be
viewed online at https://skfb.ly/6yASY where you can
explore the whole area in 360º simulation.

Almost every time I meet a new visitor to Twmbarlwm
they invariably ask “What is it, exactly?”. However, it
seems there is no definitive answer, as every expert
has their own opinion or interpretation of the
evidence put before them. The Twmbarlwm Society
has now joined the debate and have started a project
that may reveal some of the secrets of the ‘Twmp’.
Working with and taking advice from Cadw, the
historic environment service of the Welsh Government,
our aim is to use modern archaeological methods to
prepare data in more detail than has ever been
done before. All data and results collected will
be published and made freely available for
expert analysis.
To start with we commissioned a
photographic Drone Survey and, eventually the
project will involve a geo-phys survey, lidar and
palaeoenvironmental (boring core samples) surveys.
So it was that on a beautiful sunny day in April,
archaeologist and drone-operator, Mark Walters, met with
CTS members on Twmbarlwm. He did several drone flights
around the mountain top. The first flight worked to a
precise grid, taking over 300 hi-res photos vertically over

Just one of the spectacular shots of the motte
on Twmbarlwm with a hazy Risca below

Twmbarlwm Hillfort and Motte Castle
by Mark Walters on Sketchfab

pre-defined points. These images look fairly innocuous
when viewed alone, but they were later processed to
create an accurate 3D model that gives an astounding
360º tour around the ancient monument.
As well as the photo-realistic rendition of the 3D model
Mark also created a digital surface model (shown above).
It has been optimised to accentuate the earthworks and it
makes details in the ramparts like the gaps, quarry hollows
etc. clearer for general viewing, discussion and
interpretation. The online model has been annotated
with points of interest and experts can explore
the model to add their own opinion about the
sequence of earthworks visible.
Another flight took detail photos of the
motte (the tump) and the whole of the
surrounding ditch – these remarkable shots give
you angles of view you’ll never normally see.
Hi-definition videos of the whole area were also shot and
we also did a quick flight over the Bronze Age mound that
is just to the south east of Twmbarlwm. These revealed
interesting areas that we hope to include in future research.
The initial results from the drone survey can be seen
on our website and there are also links to the 3D model
and videos.
There’s not enough room in this
article to reveal what the experts have
said so far but we will publish all our
findings in due course.
In the autumn the experts involved in
the project will give an overview of their
findings in an illustrated talk at
Crosskeys RFC, and this will be
followed by a field walk on the
mountain where the physical features
will be pointed out and explained –
watch the website for details.
Note: If you have any expertise in
this field and would like to get involved
please get in touch.
Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last Sunday
of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all hard work and it’s a great opportunity to find your way
around up there. We organise walks and other events up the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the
year so watch our website and Facebook page for details. www.twmbarlwm.co.uk
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Presents
Art of Combat
Taekwon-Do has clubs
based in Rogerstone
and Cwmcarn.
We are an open and welcoming
club that is passionate about
having the highest possible
standard of Taekwon-Do. We
take great pride in being a club
who accepts everyone from all
walks of life regardless to race,
religion, ability and
circumstances. Our goal is to
help unite communities through
our passion of martial arts and
bring people together to end
bullying and isolation. We
believe we can all unite from our
passion and to use our skills not
only to defend when necessary,
but to use our self control to
find understanding in times
when people need it.
Art of Combat students are
regularly involved in raising
money for charities and take
part in sponsored events once a
year to raise money to give to
those who need it most. We
take our skills we learn from
classes and find a way to give
back to the community.

Rogerstone Tydu
Community centre NP10 9EQ

Tuesdays:
5.30 - 6.15 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

Thursday:
5.30 - 6.15 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13 and
senior belts
7.30 - 8.30 BOXERCISE Adults ages
13+

Cwmcarn O.A.P Hall, Newport
Road Cwmcarn NP11 7LZ

Mondays
5.45 - 6.30 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

Fridays:
5.45 - 6.30 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

We start students from as
young as 4 years old and take
them right the way through to
adulthood.
Email: Info@artofcombatmartialarts.com Website: www.artofcombattaekwondo.co.uk
Tel: 07891 054890
July/August 2018
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RISCA MUSEUM

Waunfawr and the
Black Vein Colliery
Final Part 1860 to 1980

After the explosion of 1860, the
Blackvein Colliery early 1900
owners, the Risca Coal and
Iron Company became unviable
and they were wound up on
30th March 1861. However, in
1862 the colliery was
purchased for £38,000 by
Thomas Rhodes who had
possibly been a previous
shareholder and he restarted
operations.
In 1872 he sold to Watts, Ward
and Company, a coal shipping
business based in London and
Newcastle that
had started by
shipping coal to
London from the
In July
over time. In quiet times perhaps
North East but
1880 an
it was not used at all and then
which had now
explosion brought back into use when
become interested
occurred things got busy.
in South Wales.
00
early 19
in the
Suffice to say that much of the
The company was
Colliery
in
e
kv
c
Bla
New Pits,
colliery including the engine
headed by Edmund
as they were called at the
house and the pair of headgears
Hannay Watts who, in
time, which resulted in 120
with their winding wheels intact
order to expand formed the
deaths, but this does not appear
were there until around 1980
London and South Wales Coal
to be related to the old Blackvein
when they were demolished
Company purchasing a second
workings and the Blackvein shaft during the construction of the
colliery in the upper Rhondda
may well have been used whilst
Risca bypass. Certainly, until that
valley. Most of the coal being
time, the youth of Crosskeys and
mined from the Blackvein was, by repairs were made to the New
Pits. When full operations were
parts of Risca considered it to be
now, some distance from the
returned, it's likely that all miners
their adventure playground.
shaft and so the company
decided to sink new shafts closer used the New Pits but, almost
Risca Bypass today
certainly, the Blackvein continued
to the coal reserves. The names
of Wattstown in the Rhondda and to be used for bringing coal to the
surface for some time.
Wattsville have been given to the
communities that grew up next to A date of 1921 has been given for
the closure of the Blackvein
the two collieries owned by
Colliery but this is very
Edmund Hannay Watts'
speculative because of its
company.
integration with the Risca Colliery,
The sinking of the new shafts
as it became. At times, the
commenced in 1875 and the first
Please consider becoming a
Blackvein shafts were used for
coal was raised in October 1878.
Friend of Risca Museum to
bringing
up
export
coal,
waste
Underground connections were
ensure its future.
coal, underground inspection or
made to previous workings from
Details
from the website
repairs, as 'spare' shafts they
the Blackvein and Rock Vein
www.riscamuseum.org.uk
would have been made use of
collieries and probably also to
and Facebook page or visit
and this would have changed
some of the old levels.
the museum any Saturday
10.00am to
12.30pm. 2018
8
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Has Your
Your Double
D
e
Glazing
Glazin
ng Steam
Steamed
med Up
Up?
p?
Established for over a
decade Cloudy2Clear
windows have become
a leading company
for glass replacement.
replacement.
Issues with double
glazing can often be
gradual and may only
be noticed during a
clear sunny day or
during the winter.
winter. A
failed glass unit may no
provide
longer pr
ovide you with
the protection
protection you need
RUEHHQHUJ\HIÀFLHQW
RU
EHHQHUJ\HIÀFLHQW
Why not spend a few
minutes checking your
home to see if you
have any failed double
glazing? If you act now
you can avoid these
problems.
pr
oblems.
Now,
Now, you may think
you need to replace the

whole
who
ole window including
the frames
and all the
f
hardware,
hard
dware, however
Cloudy2Clear
Clou
udy2Clear have come
up with
w a simple and cost
saving
savin
ng solution… Just
replace
replaace the glass!!
If you see
condensation
cond
densation in your
windows
wind
dows just visit our
website
website or give us a call
on 0800
61 21 118.
0
118. We
will send out our highly
expeerienced engineers
experienced
for a free no obligation
quote.
quotte. A Cloudy2Clear
quote
quotte takes on average
no longer
lo
onger than 20
minutes.
minutes. Once the
quote
quotte is completed,
we will
w sit down with
you and explain the
problem
prob
blem and tell you
KRZZHFDQÀ[LW:LWK
KRZ
ZZHFDQÀ[LW :L W K

perience
years of ex
experience
Cloudy2Cle
ear have a
Cloudy2Clear
k
wealth of knowledge
ognised
recognised
and are rec
as a Which T
Trusted
rusted
T
rader, plu
us our
Trader,
plus
work is ba
backed
acked by
an industr
industry
y leading
guarantee.
25 year gu
arantee .
Cloudy2Cle
ear also
Cloudy2Clear
faulty
replace fau
ulty locks
handles and
d hinges on
windows
all window
ws and doors.
doors
Y
our frie
ndly
Your
friendly
Cloudy2Clear
local Cloud
dy2Clear
specialist iiss Rob
Caffel
Caf
fel and he services
Newport & the
surrounding
g areas.
So, if yourr windows
are steamed up, broken
or damaged give Rob a
call for a free
freee quotation
on 0800 61 21 118.
118.

Cloudy2Clearr
GUARANTEE
E All
Customers That
Th
hat An
Average
A
verage Quote
Quotte Will
Wiill
Take
Longer
T
a
ake No Long
ger
Than 20 MINS!!!
MIN
NS!!!

Cloudy2Clear
Cl
oudy
y2Clear W
Windows...
indows
s
s...
Servi
ce W
ith A Smile!!
Service
With

July/August 2018

swdirectories.com

9

The photograph shows the choir relaxing before the ceremony.

Risca Choir perform at the
wedding of Lee and Caitlin
On Saturday 31st March the
choir entertained the guests
and took part in the
ceremony at the marriage of
Lee Cresswell and Caitlin
Baglow, held at the Hog's
Head in Treadam near
Abergavenny, Caitlin being
the daughter of choir
member and second tenor
Paul Baglow.
The choir's programme
included 'Can you feel the love
tonight', 'Si hei lwli m'abi',
'Hiraeth' and 'You'll never walk
alone'. The bride to be walked
down the aisle accompanied
by her father Paul to the song
'Nella Fantasia'. During the
signing of the register the choir
performed 'Moon River' from
'Breakfast at Tiffany’s' and the
sixties hit by the Troggs 'Love
is all around'.

newlywed Mr & Mrs Cresswell
all the very best for their future

health, wealth and happiness.

You too can be part of
functions and events just like
this by joining the choir.
We are always looking for new members to support all
sections of the choir. You will be given a mentor to help you
settle in and answer any questions you may have.
The choir rehearses each Thursday from
7.00pm – 9.00pm and Sunday 6.00pm – 8.00pm at our
headquarters in St. Mary's Street Risca.
We look forward to seeing and meeting you.

Cliff James

Risca Male Choir wish the
10
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TILES

G

BATHROMS

G

KITCHENS

G

SHOWERS

all new

TILES, BATHROOMS AND
NOW KITCHENS!
Thousands of inspiring
designs from one of the
biggest & best
showroom’s in the UK.

Planning and
Installation Service with
a brand new range of UK
built kitchens.

Call in to see our
Shower range and we
will try to beat any
internet quote.

1000`s bathrooms
fitted throughout
South Wales with full
project management.

VISIT THE UK’S NO.1TILE SHOWROOM RIGHT ON YOUR DOORSTEP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF. WE ARE NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION IN TV COCH
ASK ABOUT OUR INSTALLATION SERVICES IN STORE
OR CALL US.

 Internet prices in store
 Big stocks
 Open 7 days a week
 Knowledgable staff
 Lots of parking
Unit 2A, Ty Coch Way, Cwmbran, Torfaen, NP44 7HB
July/August 2018

CALL CWMBRAN TODAY
01633 875 003
OR VISIT
WWW.TILESAHEAD.CO.UK
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Places of
Worship
Please contact me if you would like your Place of Worship added to this page: 07725 888070
contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Wednesday Luncheon Club
12.15pm
Thursday Sisterhood 7.00pm
Friday (term time) K’s Childrens
meeting 6.00pm
Contact: Stuart Godfrey
01495 272227
Clyde Street Pentecostal
Church
Sunday Communion 11.00am
Sunday Evening Service 6.00pm
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Ss. Anthony and Clare (RC)
Risca
Sunday Mass 11.00am
Tuesday Mass 7.00pm
Wednesday Exposition 9.30am
followed by Mass 10.00am
Church open to visitors 10.00–
1.00pm
with coffee and tea in the Church
Hall
Our Lady of Peace (RC)
Newbridge
Sunday Mass 6.00pm
Thursday Mass 1.30pm
Church open to visitors 12.00–
2.00pm
The Sacred Heart (RC),
Pontllanfraith
Saturday Mass 6.00pm
Sunday Mass 9.30am
Monday 11.00am
Friday Exposition 10.00am
followed by Mass 10.30am
Church open to visitors 10.00am–
2.00pm
Fr. Kevin Paine Tel.01495 233304
07980 236936
catholicchurch@binternet.com
Crosskeys Pentecostal Church
Gladstone Street
Sunday 10.30am; 6.00pm
Hope Baptist Church, Crosskeys Sunday School 11.00am
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Tuesday 7.15pm prayer meeting
Thursday 7.15pm Bible Study
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7.00pm
Benefice of Lower Islwyn
St. Mary’s Risca
Sunday 10am Holy Eucharist
St. Margaret’s Pontymister
Wednesday 10am Holy Eucharist
Reverend Martyn Evans
01633 619425
martynevans01@btinternet.com
The Salvation Army
Sunday – 10.30am & 5.00pm
Parent & Toddlers, Tuesday 9.30am
Luncheon Club –
Wednesday12.00pm
Rainbow Weds 5.00pm
Brownies Weds 6.00pm
Guides Weds 6.30pm
Captain John Stark
01633 613794
www.riscasalvationarmy.org.uk
Moriah Baptist Church
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Friday Babies & Tots
9.30am-11.30am
Secretary: Sylvia Ware
01633 612789
www.moriahrisca.com
Bethany Baptist Church
Sunday 10.30am; 6.00pm.
Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study
7.15pm
Friday Coffee Morning
10.30–12noon
The Revd. Ian Waugh
01633 619163
St Davids Shared Church,
Ty Sign
Sunday 11.00; 6.00pm
Crosskeys Methodist Church
Sunday 11.00am
Trinity Congregational Church,
Pontywain
Sunday 11.00am
Rev Paula Parish-Foley
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Agape Community Church,
Ty-Sign
Channel View Community Centre
Sunday 10.30am
Pastor Mark Jones
078836 608085
www.agapeonline.org.uk
Ty-Isaf Baptist Church
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Thursday Prayer/Bible Study
7.00pm
Friday (term time) Children’s Club
6.00pm
Pastor Stephen Tucker
01633 866580
www.tyisafbaptist.com
New Life Christian Church
37 Llanover Street, West End,
Abercarn NP11 4SX
We meet at 5pm each Sunday.
Haydn Jefferies
07949 220135
Dan-y-Graig Church Risca
Sunday 11.00am and 6.00pm.
Sunday School 11.00am
Monday 7.00pm Guild
Tuesday 10.30am Coffee morning
Thursday10.30am Coffee morning
Rev. Paula Parish-Foley 01633
549803
Crosskeys Methodist Church
Sunday Worship 11am
Mondays - Wesley Guild
7pm to 9pm
Contact Michael Gray
01495 270253
Thursdays - Ladies Group 2pm
to 4pm
Contact Ruth Gray 01495 270253
General Contact Michael Gray
01495 270253, or
The Minister, Rev Les Jones
01291 623782

July/August 2018
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w
ww.whtoolhire.com
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LOVE YOUR
BUSINESS
HELP IT GROW AND PROSPER
ADVERTISE
LOCALLY
Residents love our
magazines, they read it, use
it and keep it.
We’re expanding! We are
now delivering to even more
homes & businesses.

To advertise contact Leslie Woolford

07725 888070 / 01633 892771
contact@swdirectories.co.uk
www.swdirectories.com
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What’s On

Oxford House Museum
Open every Saturday from 10.00am to
12.30pm
Risca U3A
for retired & unemployed people.
Risca Youth Centre, Lyne Road
MONDAY
Walking 10.00am at Risca Leisure Centre
Scrabble 12.30pm
TUESDAY
Art Club 9.00am, Local History 12.30pm
Walking 10.00am at Fields Road
WEDNESDAY
Keep Fit 10.30am, Short Mat Bowls
1.00pm
Bridge 1.15pm
THURSDAY
Craft 9.00am, Short mat Bowls 9.30am
FRIDAY
Walking 10.00am at Risca Leisure Centre
(Easy). Monthly Social Afternoon on last
Thursday of the Month at 2.00pm
Please Contact Mrs I Davies
01633 850095

Please let me know if you are involved with a
non-profit making organisation and would
like your details included on this page.
Tel: 07725 888070
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Trussell Trust Food Bank
Monday: 10am - 12pm
Wednesday: 10am - 12pm
Friday: 10am - 12pm
Salvation Army
66A Commercial Street, Risca
Tel: 07599 973312 or 01633 613794
info@risca.foodbank.org.uk
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Oxford House Industrial History
Society. (OHIHS)
If you are interested in industrial history
then why not join us every
Friday evening at Risca Colliers Institute
7:00 pm.
Details of our talks and walks programme
are available on our website
www.riscamuseum.org.uk
Contact Brian Absolon 01633 264819
Western Valley Camera Club
Every Thursday - 7:30pm till about 10:00
Cross Keys RFC, Pandy Park, Woodward
Ave, Cross Keys
We run a varied program of competitions,
practical work, talks, etc.
Everyone is welcome regardless of age,
gender, experience, ability, or equipment.
For more info contact: Vince Penticost,
Chairman – 01495 271581, Chris Meaker
07730 686034

swdirectories.com

Or visit the club website www.westernvalley.co.uk
Sequence Dancing
Monday 8.00pm
St Margaret’s Church Hall, Risca
MC’s Paul & Bella. All are Welcome
Contact 01633 612823 for more details
Sequence Dancing
Tuesday 8.15pm–10.15pm
(dance and instruction)
Saturday 8.00pm–10.30pm
(social dancing)
Channel View Community Centre
(off Lower Wyndham Terrace)
Contact: Les 01495 270798
Shade
A self help group for people with
depression and anxiety. Every Tuesday
7.00–9.00pm and Thursday 1.00–3.00pm,
Danygraig Church Hall.
No charge, all welcome
Risca Male Choir
Sunday 6-8pm and Thursday 7-9 pm at
the old Risca UDC offices in St. Mary
Street.
Further information may be obtained from
chairman David Rowlands
(01495 222702), secretary Alan Davis
(01495 272664) or by visiting our website
www.riscachoir.net
GWENT CHORALE supported by
COLEG GWENT
We are a community choir of ca. 70
choristers.
The choir now rehearses every
Wednesday at 7pm at Dan-y-Graig
Church, Risca NP11 6DR
New choristers are always welcome.
Please call 01633 894914 for more details
or visit the web site,
www.gwentchorale.com
Indoor Short Mat Bowls
Every Tuesday 12.30pm until 2.30pm
at the Risca Library.
£2 a game. All ages and abilities welcome
For more information please
Contact Derek Haines on
01633 601302
Reading Group – Risca Library
1st Tuesday morning each month
11.00am –12noon. For full details please
contact Gill Bartlett – 01443 864780
July/August 2018

Story, Rhyme and Play Session
For children under 4 at Risca Library
Tuesday & Saturdays 11am–12noon (term-time
only). Contact: Risca Library
01443 864780
Moriah Baptist Church
Friday Parents and Tots 9.30am-11.30am
Secretary: Sylvia Ware 01633 612789
www.moriahrisca.org.uk
5th Risca Scout Group –
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
Beavers: Tuesday 5.15pm–6.15pm
Cubs: Tuesday 6.30pm–7.30pm
Scouts: Wednesday 7.00pm–9.00pm
Contact: Gareth Tanswell (Group Scout Leader)
08432 891272
The Samurai Judo Club – Crosskeys
St Catherine’s Church, Gladstone Street
Wednesday 6.15pm-8.00pm
For more information contact: 01633 614356 or
01633 601256
Total Body Defence Ju Jitsu
Self Defence Classes
Risca Leisure Centre – Tuesday
Contact: Alun Williams
07948 965526
Agape Community Church, Ty-Sign
Monday 9:30am-11:30am Ty Sign Tots at
Channel View Community Hall
Friday 5:30pm -9:00pm Youth Clubs at St
David’s Church Hall, Ty Sign
Contact 07446 518742 for details
Really Cuckoo Company
Sing, Dance, Act and have Fun
www.cuckoos.org.uk
Risca Mini & Juniors RFC U13s
Our training sessions are held every
Wednesday night at Fire Station Fields, Risca
throughout the rugby season. We are actively
seeking new players under 13 years old.
Contact Andrew on 07751 033507 for more
details.

Risca

LIBRARY
Risca Palace Unit B, 75 Tredegar Street

01443 864780
www.caerphilly.gov.uk

Monday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Thursday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am - 4.00pm
Reading Group

meet on the 1st Tuesday of every month
from 11am-12pm
(The reading groups are fun, friendly
discussions about a book we have all
chosen to read over the month. Tea and
coffee provided)

Crafters Corner
meets weekly on Friday’s at 11am-12pm
(Informal craft session over tea and
coffee, bring your own projects)

Story Time and Crafts
(for children under4) – weekly on
Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11am-12pm

1st Pontywaun Scout Group
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
Beavers: Monday 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Cubs: Monday 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Scouts: Monday 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Contact: Alan Terrell (Group Scout Leader)
07977 651453
gsl@1stpontywaun.craiscouts.co.uk
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Quick Crossword
1

Across

Down

1. Plenty (5)
4. First man (4)
6. Cut the grass (3)
7. Steam room (5)
8. As well as (4)
10. Writing fluid (3)
11. Great story or
film (4)
14. Ooze or leak (4)
%R\¶VQDPH 
19. Large room (4)
20. Turn, rotate (5)
21. Be in debt (3)
22. Ditch around
castle (4)
23. Of Rome (5)

1. Estimate value of
(6)
2. Dive into (6)
3. Computer
message (5)
4. Not asleep (5)
5. Cow noise (3)
9. Snow shoe (3)
12. Small stage or
lectern (6)
13. Cardboard
container (6)
15. Long time (3)
16. Plane flyer (5)
17. Go into (5)
19. Bacon (3)

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10
11
14

15

16

12

13

17

18
19

20
21

22

23

Puzzle solutions on page 22

Sudoku
The object of sudoku is to insert
the missing numbers in the
boxes to satisfy just one
condition: each row, column
and 3x3 box must contain the
digits 1 through to 9
exactly once. This can be done
by applying logic – you do not
have to guess.
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WT

Custom made Worktops
Manufactured in Newport

LAMINATES LTD

Established 1974

WT Laminates - Worktop Specialist

Worktop manufactured
by our highly skilled
workforce.
Insert photo shows the
finished product.

Laminate and
solid surfaces
 Cutting and
Fitting services


A Corian worktop recently fabricated by WT Laminates
with translucent lighting, thermoformed edges, phone
charger, integrated sinks.
Made for Artisan Interiors showroom in Cardiff.

Opening Hours
Monday–Thursday 8.00am–5.00pm
Friday 8.00am–4.30pm Saturday 9.00am–1.00pm

STRUGGLING TO FIND TIME TO VISIT US?
Use the calculator on our website to receive samples and obtain an on-line quote www.wtlaminates.co.uk


OPEN TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC



EASY PARKING

PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road,
Newport NP19 4RF 01633 251908 info@wtlaminates.co.uk
www.wtlaminates.co.uk
July/August 2018
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R Howells
Plumbing & Heating Services

Email: ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
for a free friendly quote
No Job
Too
Small!

l

FULLY INSURED

Western Valley
Camera Club
Western Valley Camera Club is one of the leading
Camera Clubs in South Wales.
We meet on a Thursday evening at Cross Keys Rugby
Club and operate for people who are interested in
photography and wish to develop and enhance new and
existing skills.
The club holds meetings throughout the year on a variety
of topics and aims to provide a varied programme which
features the following broad topic areas:
• Competitions
• Practical sessions
• Demonstrations
• Talks and presentations from members and quality
external speakers
We hold our meetings in the
Dudley Suite, Cross Keys
Rugby Club (Pandy Park,
Woodward Avenue, Cross
Keys, NP11 7BS) at 7.30pm
and aim to finish by 10.00pm
For further information please go to the club web
page at www.westernvalley.co.uk
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Puzzle Solutions

Central Heating Systems
New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation, including
Plastering & Tiling
l All Aspects of Plumbing Services
l 24 hour callout, 365 days per year
l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years Experience
l

July/August 2018

You can
make a
difference
Volunteer for us,
various roles available

At St David’s Hospice Care we can support you
to ﬁnd a range of volunteering opportunities:
- In our Café
- Complementary Therapy
- Bereavement Therapy
- Retail – we have 38 charity shops
- Gardening
- Day Hospice
- Events/Fundraising
- Receptionist

Contact Gavin, our Volunteer Coordinator
to ﬁnd out how you can get involved

01633 851 051
volunteer@stdavidshospicecare.org
July/August 2018
www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Find us on:
Registered charity number: 1010576
swdirectories.com
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LLANDEGFEDD RESERVOIR

A Dam
Story

A draw-o
ff syphon
being
lowered in
to the tow
er

Part One

Why is it known as Llandegfedd Reservoir? The reservoir dam
is two miles further up the valley of the Sor Brook than the
village of that name or its anglicised form - Llandegveth.
A water supply scheme with a
reservoir in the valley was first
promoted by the Pontypool and
District Water Company. The
Sor Brook has its source just
south of Glascoed and is about
six miles long before it joins the
River Usk, near Caerleon. The
proposed dam for the reservoir
was to be a short distance up
the valley from the village of
Llandegfedd. Cardiff
Corporation, Newport
Corporation and the Abertillery
and District Water Board were
looking for additional water
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supplies and they joined with
the Pontypool Company in a
more ambitious supply scheme.
Instead of a dam near the
village of Llandegfedd, another
site was chosen between Coedy-paen and New Inn. A dam in
this new position would
produce a much larger capacity
reservoir. With a smaller water
catchment area, water would be
required to be pumped into the
reservoir from the River Usk.
Although the works required
had changed vastly; in the
depths of government there

was resistance to a change of
name so it remained the
Llandegfedd Water Scheme.
Surveys were made to
determine ground levels over
the area of the dam site and
also the extent of the land
which would be flooded.
Investigations revealed what
was beneath the ground, there
was considerable clay under
which the rock was Ludlow
Shale. The clay would be
suitable for the rolled clay core

July/August 2018

of an embankment dam and the
shale for the shoulders on either
side of the clay core. The shale
and clay could be dug from just
up the valley from the dam site.
The shale resembled limestone;
being quite soft on top but
became harder with depth.
Apart from purchase of the land
to be flooded, agreements had
to be made regarding the rate at
which water could be pumped
from the River Usk, in
accordance with the flow in the
river at particular times. The
amount of water to be released
from the completed reservoir to
maintain a flow in the Sor Brook
was to be determined. This is
usually known as compensation
water.
As construction of the dam
would affect part of the road
between New Inn and Coed-ypaen, a diversion road would
have to be built to maintain
traffic flow. This would be one

to be across the top of the dam
when completed.
During the construction of the
dam, at least one lorry driver
found himself in Llandegveth
village whilst trying to make a
delivery to the construction site.
He then had to head back to
the A4042 road and find the
road leading from New Inn to
Sluvad and Coed-y-paen.
Construction of the dam
commenced in the spring of
1961. The construction
company was Lehane,
McKenzie and Shand Ltd., often
referred to as Shands. The
company had previous
experience of building dams.
To be continued
Draw off pipe in partially complete
culvert

of first jobs to be tackled by the
construction company. A
permanent road diversion was

Written with appreciation of the late
Eric Haydock, Resident Engineer for
the reservoir works, and others who
helped make the time such a
memorable part of my working life.
Pete Rogers.
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Beaches
in South Wales
Southerndown is one of the most scenic of
the numerous idyllic coastal villages in the
Vale of Glamorgan. The drive or walk to the
bay is right on the cliff edge and has dramatic
drops that are impressive. Although the beach
is officially called Dunraven Bay, the locals
call it Southerndown beach.
The half pebble, half sand stretch is nicely
secluded and has impressive surf due to the
eastern Atlantic off-shore winds.
Beware of two things. Firstly, at high tide, the sea
can come right up to the cliffs and cut you off,
check the tide times online before you go and
time your visit for when the tide is going out.
Secondly, the cliffs themselves are very unstable
and prone to collapse and rock falls, so make
sure you keep a safe distance from the cliffs.
It’s certainly well worth the 45 minute drive from
Newport to spend a few hours enjoying this
stunning coastline.
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