THE

DIRECTORY
YOUR FREE COMMUNITY MAGAZINE & LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
DELIVERED TO CWMCARN, PONTYWAUN AND CROSSKEYS

SEPTEMBER/
OCTOBER 2018

SW DIRECTORIES

COPY DEADLINE
FOR THE NOVEMBER /
DECEMBER EDITION

Monday 1st October
Editor: Susan Woolford
Sales & Distribution:
Leslie Woolford
The editor cannot accept
any liability to any party for
loss or damage caused by
errors or omissions. All
artwork is accepted on the
strict condition that
permission has been given
for use in the publication.
SW Directories does not
officially endorse any
advertising material included
within this publication. All
rights reserved. No part of
this publication may be
reproduced without the prior
permission of the editor.

Welcome!

Wow what a lovely summer – now it’s back to school and
looking forward to Christmas!!!
If you are interested in advertising your business in the
Directory, please contact us to find out about the very
competitive advertising rates. You will always deal with us
directly, like many of the businesses that advertise in this
magazine, we are a small, independent family run business
and fully appreciate how much your business means to you.
Best wishes

Advertising enquiries:
Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771
or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

"Chiropractic is a regulated primary healthcare profession. Chiropractors are trained to
diagnose, treat, manage and prevent disorders of the musculoskeletal system (bones,
joints, and muscles), as well as the effects these disorders can have on the nervous
system and general health."
Chiropractors use a range of techniques to reduce pain, improve function and increase mobility.
Chiropractic treatment mainly involves safe, often gentle, specific spinal manipulation to free joints
in the spine or other areas of the body that are not moving properly. Apart from manipulation,
chiropractors may use a variety of techniques including massage, ice, heat, ultrasound, exercise
and acupuncture as well as advice about posture and lifestyle.
CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT EFFECTIVE FOR:
• Neck pain
• Shoulder and elbow pain • Headaches
• Back pain
• Muscle and joint pain • Pregnancy related back pain • Knee and ankle pain
• Sports Injuries
• Chiropody

Other Therapies now available at clinic from September;
• Complimentary Therapy
• Sports Massage
• Hypnotherapy

Check out our website for more details www.riscachiropractor.co.uk
Find us at our new address 57 Tredegar Street, Risca, Newport, NP11 6BW
For more information or to book a consultation you can contact us via:
Phone: 01633 615993/07510181667 Email: collettechiro@hotmail.com FB: @RiscaChiropractic
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DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company


My Garage VMS app is
available on the app store
and Google play. Enter the
garage code - DTD01 and
your car registration, the app
will then tell you when your
MOT, Tax, Service is due
and will also send you a
reminder.

Units 1-3 Pontymister Industrial Estate,
Risca NP11 6NP
Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk
www.dawnanddusk.co.uk

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including
new vehicles under warranty
Car & Commercial repair work carried out
Diesel specialist
Clutch specialist
Brake specialist
MOT
Exhausts
Air conditioning








DIAGNOSIS
 ELECTRICAL  Engine Management
 ABS
 Alternators
 Starter Motors  Air bag
Batteries
 Central Locking

FREE LOCAL
COLLECTION
& DELIVERY

Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP
September/October 2018
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Based in Risca Chiropractors
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Twmbarlwm Suffers
in the Heat of 2018
This dramatic shot of the fires raging on The Medart, The
Darren, Pegwyn-y-Bwlch and Twmbarlwm was taken by
local designer/photographer Rhys Bennett.

The Motte of the hillfort on the summit of Twmbarlwm after
the first wave of the fire had passed over it.
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If you are of a certain age you probably still talk about the “Summer of
1976”, when the soaring temperatures lasted for weeks and water
shortages made basic living conditions very difficult. No doubt you will
now be changing your topic of conversation to the “Summer of 2018”
Helicopter laden with water from
Pantyreos reservoir
and the terrible consequences of the heat and dry conditions on
Cwmcarn Forest and Twmbarlwm mountain.
Back in 1976 there were no personal computers, no
From the outset we were desperately worried about
social media or digital cameras to record such events in
the fires reaching the hill fort and for the first few days it
so much detail. Nowadays it’s a different story.
escaped any serious damage. Then the wind picked up
and the fire spread over the summit. The heather and
Within minutes of me seeing someone online asking
wimberry covering of over half of the inner bailey
the question “…can anyone smell smoke in
was burnt down to the soil and all the motte
Cwmcarn?” I heard the sound of fire engines
itself was similarly affected.
racing past my house. By the end of the
afternoon the Facebook groups were full of
Mother nature will, no doubt, restore the
images of flames and smoke billowing from
undergrowth in the fullness of time but what
the mountain like an erupting volcano.
damage has been done to the underlying
archaeology we may never know.
Fire crews from miles around fought the fires
24/7 supported by helicopters collecting water from
CTS accompanied Cadw inspectors on a tour of the
Pantyreos reservoir to douse the flames. NRW were also
site to assess the damage and to start formulating plans
there digging out fire breaks and clearing brash from the
on how to react to the devastation.
path of the fires.
Apart from the bigger question of how to protect the
now fragile, exposed surface of the soil, much of the
The one thing that social media can be commended
for was how it enabled the community to organise
timberwork will need repairs which, no doubt, the society
will be involved with – watch our website for details.
support for those fighting the fires. Many individuals, local
shops and cafés donated food and drinks to support the
Once again – many thanks to all those who fought the
crews during their long, arduous shifts.
fires in an attempt to save our landscape, wildlife and
We can’t thank all these people enough for their
heritage. I’m sure that the summer of 2018 will be one
commitment and hard work in trying to stop the fires
that sticks in the memory for all the wrong reasons.
from spreading – heroes one and all.
Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS
CTS meet at the car park below
Twmbarlwm’s summit for a litter
pick and volunteer workday on the
last Sunday of every month to
which everyone is invited, it’s not
all hard work and it’s a great
opportunity to find your way
around up there. We organise
walks and other events up the
mountain and at Crosskeys RFC
throughout the year so watch our
website and Facebook page for
details.

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk
September/October 2018
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Presents
Art of Combat
Taekwon-Do has clubs
based in Rogerstone
and Cwmcarn.
We are an open and welcoming
club that is passionate about
having the highest possible
standard of Taekwon-Do. We
take great pride in being a club
who accepts everyone from all
walks of life regardless to race,
religion, ability and
circumstances. Our goal is to
help unite communities through
our passion of martial arts and
bring people together to end
bullying and isolation. We
believe we can all unite from our
passion and to use our skills not
only to defend when necessary,
but to use our self control to
find understanding in times
when people need it.
Art of Combat students are
regularly involved in raising
money for charities and take
part in sponsored events once a
year to raise money to give to
those who need it most. We
take our skills we learn from
classes and find a way to give
back to the community.

Rogerstone Tydu
Community centre NP10 9EQ

Tuesdays:
5.30 - 6.15 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

Thursday:
5.30 - 6.15 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13 and
senior belts
7.30 - 8.30 BOXERCISE Adults ages
13+

Cwmcarn O.A.P Hall, Newport
Road Cwmcarn NP11 7LZ

Mondays
5.45 - 6.30 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

Fridays:
5.45 - 6.30 Little Dragons Ages 4-7
6.30 - 7.30 Juniors ages 7 - 13
7.30 - 8.30 Adults ages 13+ and
senior grades

We start students from as
young as 4 years old and take
them right the way through to
adulthood.
Email: Info@artofcombatmartialarts.com Website: www.artofcombattaekwondo.co.uk
Tel: 07891 054890
September/October 2018
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RISCA MUSEUM

The Brickworks of
Risca

If you ask people what they
think were the main industries
of Risca, coal-mining and iron
foundries come to most
peoples mind. However one of
the most enduring industries in
the Risca area was brickmaking and it's still happening
in a modern form, but only just.
At one time or another there
were at least eight sites around
Risca with brick kilns.
The Darren Valley appears to be
the centre of brick making activity
in Risca. The first records are
from the Tithe map of c1843
when Abraham Brain and Job
Price had a 'brick yard' half way
up the Darren Valley. At the same
time Darren Brickworks were
making bricks in kilns beside the
canal below Darren bridge. They
came into the ownership of the
Jones family in 1858. These kilns
were soon re-located next to the
railway line once that had
opened.
Risca Brickworks were on the
other side of the canal from the
Darren Brickworks and were
opened around 1830 by Nicholas
and Johnson, who also owned
Rudry Brickworks and Colliery.
The works were taken over by the
Jones's of the Darren Brickworks
in 1893.
Unfortunately their operations
weren't successful and they went
bankrupt in 1908. Both works
were taken over by the 'Star'

group and they struggled on until
about 1920 when 'Star'
concentrated their production on
the Waunfawr works.
Next door was the little-known
Cwmbyr Brickworks, so littleknown that we've never seen a
brick from there. It may even have
been a part of Darren Brickworks
although they are separately
named on the Ordnance Survey
map of 1883.
Terry Howells sawmills are wellknown in Pontymister but their
site used to be a brickworks. It
seems to have been known as
'Rogerstone Brickworks'. The
'Rogerstone Brick and Stone Co
Ltd' had an agreement with the
GWR for sidings near Risca
Station agreed between July
1906 and Nov 1918 and there
was a notable legal case
regarding a mortgage in 1919
when the company may have
gone bankrupt. This may also be
the site of a mystery brickworks,
Twym Brickworks, operating from
c1849 to c1861 by William Brain,
a grocer from Machen, possibly
related to Abraham Brain of
Darren Brickworks. He went
bankrupt in 1861 and his
business was auctioned. On the
1920 Ordnance Survey map the

site is shown as Ty'n-y-cwm Brick
Works.
Across the river the Dan-y-Graig
Brickworks is still in business –
just, though making concrete
products these days. It was
founded in 1892, on the site of a
copper and chemical works, by
Edwin Southwood Jones who
also owned Graig-ddu brickworks
in Cwmnantddu, Eastern Valley.
The site now has planning
permission for residential use.
The Waunfawr Brickworks was
further along the West bank, not
far from Risca Blackvein Colliery.
In fact it was owned by John
Russell and the Risca Coal Co,
owners of the colliery for quite a
while. By the 1930s it had
become part of the 'Star Brick
Co' empire and only finished
work in the 1970s, leaving
Danygraig as the last of its
industry in Risca and
unfortunately not for long.
September/October 2018
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Risca Male Choir has appointed
a new Musical Director in Tomos
Gwyn

Tomos is originally from Mold
in Flintshire and is currently a
postgraduate at the Royal
College of Music and Drama
on the MMus Choral
Conducting course. He is also
studying singing to improve
his knowledge of the voice
and to help him with
encouraging healthy singing
in choirs. Tomos studied
music at the University of
Manchester for his
undergraduate degree and
received a second class
honours degree upper
division. He has studied
piano, French horn and
Choral conducting. Risca
Male Choir welcomes Tomos
and look forward to the
future.
The choir first performed with
Tomos at the helm in Waunfawr
Park, Crosskeys on 23rd June
for 'Armed Forces Day'. A large
audience gathered in the Park
and totally enjoyed the day with
renditions of traditional Welsh
music such as 'Men of Harlech'
10
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and songs from Disney
including 'Can you Feel the
Love Tonight' from the Lion
King.
On 19th July the choir
performed in Danygraig Chapel
Risca for their patrons, it was
the opportunity to introduce
Tomos Gwyn as the new
Musical Director. Tomos gave
the audience an insight into his

life and background in between
the choir performing a variety of
songs, some old and some still
being learned. The evening was
a huge success and Tomos also
included in the performance a
'personal' rendition of two of his
favourite songs.
However, I regret to announce
there has been much sadness
during this period with the loss
of John Owens and Gordon
Holley the choir's Mr 'Fix it',
Gordon repaired and replaced
Choir equipment as well
producing scenery for the
annual themed concerts.
Latterly the Choir's President
Terry Howells has also passed
away. The choir express their
sadness for these losses and
send their sincere wishes to all
the families.
Come along to our rehearsal
rooms in St. Mary's Street Risca
on Thursdays 7pm to 9pm and
Sunday's 6pm to 8pm. We look
forward to seeing and meeting
you.
Cliff James
September/October 2018
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Places of
Worship
Please contact me if you would like your Place of Worship added to this page: 07725 888070
contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Benefice of Lower Islwyn
St. Mary’s Risca
Sunday 10am Holy Eucharist
St. Margaret’s Pontymister
Wednesday 10am Holy Eucharist
Reverend Martyn Evans
01633 619425
martynevans01@btinternet.com
The Salvation Army
Sunday – 10.30am & 5.00pm
Parent & Toddlers, Tuesday 9.30am
Luncheon Club –
Wednesday12.00pm
Rainbow Weds 5.00pm
Brownies Weds 6.00pm
Guides Weds 6.30pm
Captain John Stark
01633 613794
www.riscasalvationarmy.org.uk
Moriah Baptist Church
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Friday Babies & Tots
9.30am-11.30am
Secretary: Sylvia Ware
01633 612789
www.moriahrisca.com
Bethany Baptist Church
Sunday 10.30am; 6.00pm.
Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study
7.15pm
Friday Coffee Morning
10.30–12noon
The Revd. Ian Waugh
01633 619163
St Davids Shared Church,
Ty Sign
Sunday 11.00; 6.00pm
Crosskeys Methodist Church
Sunday 11.00am
Trinity Congregational Church,
Pontywain
Sunday 11.00am
Rev Paula Parish-Foley

Wednesday Luncheon Club
12.15pm
Thursday Sisterhood 7.00pm
Friday (term time) K’s Childrens
meeting 6.00pm
Contact: Stuart Godfrey
01495 272227
Clyde Street Pentecostal
Church
Sunday Communion 11.00am
Sunday Evening Service 6.00pm
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Ss. Anthony and Clare (RC)
Risca
Sunday Mass 11.00am
Tuesday Mass 7.00pm
Wednesday Exposition 9.30am
followed by Mass 10.00am
Church open to visitors 10.00–
1.00pm
with coffee and tea in the Church
Hall
Our Lady of Peace (RC)
Newbridge
Sunday Mass 6.00pm
Thursday Mass 1.30pm
Church open to visitors 12.00–
2.00pm
The Sacred Heart (RC),
Pontllanfraith
Saturday Mass 6.00pm
Sunday Mass 9.30am
Monday 11.00am
Friday Exposition 10.00am
followed by Mass 10.30am
Church open to visitors 10.00am–
2.00pm
Fr. Kevin Paine Tel.01495 233304
07980 236936
catholicchurch@binternet.com
Crosskeys Pentecostal Church
Gladstone Street
Sunday 10.30am; 6.00pm
Hope Baptist Church, Crosskeys Sunday School 11.00am
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Tuesday 7.15pm prayer meeting
Thursday 7.15pm Bible Study
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7.00pm
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Agape Community Church,
Ty-Sign
Channel View Community Centre
Sunday 10.30am
Pastor Mark Jones
078836 608085
www.agapeonline.org.uk
Ty-Isaf Baptist Church
Sunday 11.00am; 6.00pm
Thursday Prayer/Bible Study
7.00pm
Friday (term time) Children’s Club
6.00pm
Pastor Stephen Tucker
01633 866580
www.tyisafbaptist.com
New Life Christian Church
37 Llanover Street, West End,
Abercarn NP11 4SX
We meet at 5pm each Sunday.
Haydn Jefferies
07949 220135
Dan-y-Graig Church Risca
Sunday 11.00am and 6.00pm.
Sunday School 11.00am
Monday 7.00pm Guild
Tuesday 10.30am Coffee morning
Thursday10.30am Coffee morning
Rev. Paula Parish-Foley 01633
549803
Crosskeys Methodist Church
Sunday Worship 11am
Mondays - Wesley Guild
7pm to 9pm
Contact Michael Gray
01495 270253
Thursdays - Ladies Group 2pm
to 4pm
Contact Ruth Gray 01495 270253
General Contact Michael Gray
01495 270253, or
The Minister, Rev Les Jones
01633 843322

September/October 2018
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Part 1

Oxford House
Industrial History Society

The Oxford House Industrial
History Society meets on the
ground floor of the old Risca
Miners Institute (Risca
Museum) in Grove Road at 7pm
on a Friday evening. The next
season starts on September
7th and illustrated talks will
include The 1860 Blackvein
Colliery Explosion, Rorke's
Drift, St Woolos Cemetery
graves, The Monmouthshire
Railway & Canal Company in
Newport and Agricultural
Workers in 1860's Gwent. The
full programme is available on
our website.
Anyone interested in local or
industrial history or who just
enjoys listening to a good
speaker delivering an expert
presentation will enjoy the
evening. New members are very
welcome, a year’s membership is
£25 but an individual evening is
only £2 which is refunded if full
membership is taken up. There
will be no charge on September
7th. If you are interested just turn
up at 7pm any Friday evening,
preferably the first night!
This Society has a long and
distinguished history, what
follows is part 1 covering its
formation and early days.

The prospectus for the Oxford
House Adult Education Centre for
the September to December
1970 programme included a
series of weekly lectures by Ray
Bowen on Industrial Archaeology.
Ray was an acknowledged
expert, Chairman of the South
East Wales Industrial Archaeology
Society, well-known and
respected across South Wales
and beyond. These talks were so
well received that the participants
demanded a continuation and
Ray came up with a further series
of lectures for the January to April
1971 session.
A group of about 20 attended and
became so enthused that they
decided to form a society. A
meeting was called on Friday
23rd April 1971 at Oxford House
and the Oxford House Industrial
Archaeology Society was formed
after a proposal from Mr Robin
Williams who is now President
and the sole remaining original
member. Ray Bowen was elected
as the first President, Jack Lewis
Chairman, Robin Williams ViceChairman and Wilf Tanner
Secretary. The committee
consisted of these officers plus
three elected members and the
Warden of Oxford House,

Vaughan Williams who was
particularly supportive.
Almost immediately they decided
on a project and decided on the
Penllwyn Tramroad which was
local, running from Blackwood to
Wattsville but with little published
material. After much 'on the
ground' and documentary
research, a report was produced
which remains the most complete
record. The Society received a
local history prize for this work.
On 24th & 25th September 1971
an exhibition was held to launch
the Society and recruit members,
the first list contains 63 names.
Early talks, some of which were
repeated in later years, included
The Great Western Railway,
Dowlais – what is left?, Iron
Mining in the Brendon Hills and
Railways of Gloucester, the last
named being given by Rev. W.V.
Awdry, more famous as the
author of the Thomas the Tank
Engine books. Very soon a
routine evolved of meeting in
Oxford House from 7pm every
Friday during 'term time' and
visits to places of interest during
the summer.

Pontymister
Secondary
School

Risca Colliers
Institute
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Head Over Heels about Gymnastics
Head over Heels are back after their
summer break and looking forward to
another year of fun and fantastic
gymnastics and cheerleading. We still have
some spaces across the timetable.
At Head over Heels we provide classes for
children from 7 months up to 12 years old.
The early years are the right time to begin
developing physical literacy as numerous
physical and psychological developments
occur during these years. Through fun games
and active play, children develop the essential
motor skills that form the foundation for a
lifetime of physical activity and health.
Through regular physical activity they can
also become better learners.
The classes can also help boost the
children’s confidence and encourage social
interaction with other children and adults.
We have classes for:
l Our youngest gymnasts from 7 months in
the Under 2 Years Classes with a
parent/carer.
l

2-4 Years Classes with a parent/carer.

l

3 and 4 year olds in their pre-school year
can move on to our independent
gymnastics and cheerleading classes
attending on their own, with a parent/carer
watching from the adjoining room.

l

School age gymnastics and cheerleading
classes for children from reception to Year
7.

badges and certificates.
Head over Heels is a non-competitive club.
We have a mixed range of abilities within the
classes and encourage children to develop at
their own level. We encourage parents to
participate in our pre-school classes and you
are always able to watch your child in their
class and monitor their progress as they
move on to the independent classes. We hold
displays throughout the year with an
opportunity for our independent gymnasts
and cheerleaders to show off their new skills
to family and friends.
We offer a free trial to all new pre-schoolers.
More information, including a timetable is
available on our website
www.hohgymnastics.co.uk or visit our
Facebook page
www.facebook.com/hohgymnastics
email: info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
Tel: 07768 485892

British Gymnastics Awards are used to
reward the children in ALL our classes with

07768 485892
info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
www.hohgymnastics.co.uk

September/October 2018
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What’s On

Oxford House Museum
Open every Saturday from 10.00am to
12.30pm
Risca U3A
for retired & unemployed people.
Risca Youth Centre, Lyne Road
MONDAY
Walking 10.00am at Risca Leisure Centre
Scrabble 12.30pm
TUESDAY
Art Club 9.00am, Local History 12.30pm
Walking 10.00am at Fields Road
WEDNESDAY
Keep Fit 10.30am, Short Mat Bowls
1.00pm
Bridge 1.15pm
THURSDAY
Craft 9.00am, Short mat Bowls 9.30am
FRIDAY
Walking 10.00am at Risca Leisure Centre
(Easy). Monthly Social Afternoon on last
Thursday of the Month at 2.00pm
Please Contact Mrs I Davies
01633 850095

Please let me know if you are involved with a
non-profit making organisation and would
like your details included on this page.
Tel: 07725 888070
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Trussell Trust Food Bank
Monday: 10am - 12pm
Wednesday: 10am - 12pm
Friday: 10am - 12pm
Salvation Army
66A Commercial Street, Risca
Tel: 07599 973312 or 01633 613794
info@risca.foodbank.org.uk
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Oxford House Industrial History
Society. (OHIHS)
If you are interested in industrial history
then why not join us every
Friday evening at Risca Colliers Institute
7:00 pm.
Details of our talks and walks programme
are available on our website
www.riscamuseum.org.uk
Contact Brian Absolon 01633 264819
Western Valley Camera Club
Every Thursday - 7:30pm till about 10:00
Cross Keys RFC, Pandy Park, Woodward
Ave, Cross Keys
We run a varied program of competitions,
practical work, talks, etc.
Everyone is welcome regardless of age,
gender, experience, ability, or equipment.
For more info contact: Vince Penticost,
Chairman – 01495 271581, Chris Meaker
07730 686034

swdirectories.com

Or visit the club website www.westernvalley.co.uk
Sequence Dancing
Monday 8.00pm
St Margaret’s Church Hall, Risca
MC’s Paul & Bella. All are Welcome
Contact 01633 612823 for more details
Sequence Dancing
Tuesday 8.15pm–10.15pm
(dance and instruction)
Saturday 8.00pm–10.30pm
(social dancing)
Channel View Community Centre
(off Lower Wyndham Terrace)
Contact: Les 01495 270798
Shade
A self help group for people with
depression and anxiety. Every Tuesday
7.00–9.00pm and Thursday 1.00–3.00pm,
Danygraig Church Hall.
No charge, all welcome
Risca Male Choir
Sunday 6-8pm and Thursday 7-9 pm at
the old Risca UDC offices in St. Mary
Street
For more details call secretary Alan Davis
01495 272664 or www.riscachoir.net
GWENT CHORALE supported by
COLEG GWENT
The choir meets every Wednesday at 7pm
at Dan-y-Graig Church, Risca NP11 6DR
New choristers are always welcome.
Open session Weds 10th October.
For more details call Colin on 01633
894914 or Nicola on 07974 111712
Or visit www.gwentchorale.com
Indoor Short Mat Bowls
Every Tuesday 12.30pm until 2.30pm
at the Risca Library.
£2 a game. All ages and abilities welcome
For more information please
Contact Derek Haines on
01633 601302
Reading Group – Risca Library
1st Tuesday morning each month
11.00am –12noon. For full details please
contact Gill Bartlett – 01443 864780
Story, Rhyme and Play Session
For children under 4 at Risca Library
Tuesday & Saturdays 11am–12noon
(term-time only). Contact: Risca Library
01443 864780
September/October 2018

Moriah Baptist Church
Friday Parents and Tots 9.30am-11.30am
Secretary: Sylvia Ware 01633 612789
www.moriahrisca.org.uk
5th Risca Scout Group –
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
Beavers: Tuesday 5.15pm–6.15pm
Cubs: Tuesday 6.30pm–7.30pm
Scouts: Wednesday 7.00pm–9.00pm
Contact: Gareth Tanswell
(Group Scout Leader) 08432 891272
The Samurai Judo Club – Crosskeys
St Catherine’s Church, Gladstone Street
Wednesday 6.15pm-8.00pm
For more information contact: 01633 614356
or 01633 601256
Agape Community Church, Ty-Sign
Monday 9:30am-11:30am Ty Sign Tots at
Channel View Community Hall.
Monday 7:00pm-9:00pm CAP Fresh Start
Group for people tackling life controlling
dependencies at TLC Cafe.
Wednesday 10:30am-12:00noon at the TLC
Cafe CAP Job Club.
Wednesday 7:30pm-9:30pm. Connect Group
for adults.
Thursday evening 7:30pm once a month Bible
Book Club.
Contact 07836 608085 for details of CAP
Group courses and Bible Book Club.
Really Cuckoo Company
Sing, Dance, Act and have Fun
www.cuckoos.org.uk
Risca Mini & Juniors RFC U14s
Our training sessions are held every
Wednesday night at Fire Station Fields, Risca
throughout the rugby season.
We are actively seeking new players under
14 years old.
Contact Andrew on 07751 033507 for more
details.

Risca

LIBRARY
Risca Palace Unit B, 75 Tredegar Street

01443 864780
www.caerphilly.gov.uk

Monday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Thursday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday

9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Saturday

9.30am - 4.00pm
Reading Group

meet on the 1st Tuesday of every month
from 11am-12pm
(The reading groups are fun, friendly
discussions about a book we have all
chosen to read over the month. Tea and
coffee provided)

Crafters Corner
meets weekly on Friday’s at 11am-12pm
(Informal craft session over tea and
coffee, bring your own projects)

Story Time and Crafts
(for children under4) – weekly on
Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11am-12pm

1st Pontywaun Scout Group
Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
Beavers: Monday 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Cubs: Monday 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Scouts: Monday 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Contact: Alan Terrell (Group Scout Leader)
07977 651453
gsl@1stpontywaun.craiscouts.co.uk

September/October 2018
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Across
1 Sweet-smelling climbing plant (11)
9 Light raft made of balsa, used
by Thor Heyerdahl to cross
WKH3DFL¿FLQ 
10 Insect in the stage between
egg and pupa (5)
11 City of Helen, whose face
“launched a thousand ships” (4)
12 7UHHZKLFKJURZVLQWLGDOFKLHÀ\
tropical, coastal swamps (8)
14 Communion table (5)
15 The Mill on the ___, George
Eliot novel (5)
20 Line of descent of a purebred animal (8)
22 Brewery cart (4)
24 Private instructor (5)
25 Spanish painter, born in
Greece (1541-1614) (2,5)
26 Primate species to which
modern humans belong (4,7)
Down
2 Action that turns out to be to the
disadvantage of the person who
took it (3,4)
3 First name of authoress Blyton (4)
4 Helix (6)
5 Roman Emperor who succeeded
Tiberius (8)
6 KeyBBB¿OP 
7 Glide across ice (5)
8 Biblical tower intended to
reach to heaven (5)
13 Australian marsupial (8)
16 Physician who performs operations (7)
17 Mark ___, US swimmer who
won seven gold medals in the
1972 Olympic Games (5)
18 Formerly the basic unit of money in
Spain (6)
19 Tower supporting high-tension wires (5
21 Mark used to indicate the word
above it should be repeated (5)
23 Tangerine/grapefruit hybrid (4)
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The object of sudoku is to
insert the missing
numbers in the boxes to
satisfy just one
condition: each row,
column and 3x3 box must
contain the digits 1
through to 9 exactly once.
This can be done by
applying logic – you do
not have to guess.

2

9
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WT

Custom made Worktops
Manufactured in Newport

LAMINATES LTD

Established 1974

WT Laminates - Worktop Specialist

Worktops manufactured
by our highly skilled
workforce.
Laminate and
solid surfaces
 Cutting and
Fitting services


Picture show Tristone Iris Worktops we recently fabricated
and installed for a Private customer in Gloucestershire.

Opening Hours
Monday–Thursday 8.00am–5.00pm
Friday 8.00am–4.30pm Saturday 9.00am–1.00pm

STRUGGLING TO FIND TIME TO VISIT US?
Use the calculator on our website to receive samples and obtain an on-line quote www.wtlaminates.co.uk


OPEN TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC



EASY PARKING

PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road,
Newport NP19 4RF 01633 251908 info@wtlaminates.co.uk
www.wtlaminates.co.uk
September/October 2018
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R Howells
Plumbing & Heating Services

Email: ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
for a free friendly quote
No Job
Too
Small!

Central Heating Systems
New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation, including
Plastering & Tiling
l All Aspects of Plumbing Services
l 24 hour callout, 365 days per year
l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years Experience
l
l

FULLY INSURED

Western Valley
Camera Club
Western Valley Camera Club is one of the leading
Camera Clubs in South Wales.
We meet on a Thursday evening at Cross Keys Rugby
Club and operate for people who are interested in
photography and wish to develop and enhance new and
existing skills.
The club holds meetings throughout the year on a variety
of topics and aims to provide a varied programme which
features the following broad topic areas:
• Competitions
• Practical sessions
• Demonstrations
• Talks and presentations from members and quality
external speakers
We hold our meetings in the
Dudley Suite, Cross Keys
Rugby Club (Pandy Park,
Woodward Avenue, Cross
Keys, NP11 7BS) at 7.30pm
and aim to finish by 10.00pm
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Crossword

For further information please go to the club web
page at www.westernvalley.co.uk
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We need you
!

Swim, Ride or
Run

St David’s Hospice Care is committed to providing bespoke,
individual ‘free’ care for all our patients and their families.
We work alongside patients and hope to support them at the most
difficult times of their lives. We aim to ensure that patients have choice
about the care they receive whilst maintaining dignity throughout their
journey is paramount to us.
Night Run – Usk Reservoir

Friday 7 September 2018

Charity Golf Day

13 September 2018

Taff Trail Bike Ride with a Twist

for us!

If you’re taking
part in the
Cardiff Half M
arathon in
October we’d
love you
to raise funds
for us.

Transporter Bridge Abseil

Saturday 22 September 2018

Saturday 6 October 2018

Day

Usk
House

Hospice

Charity
Golf Day

Usk Reservoir
Fri 7 Sep 2018
Approx 8km route

Newport Golf Club
Thu 13 September 2018

A night run, jog, or walk round the Usk Reservoir
in the Brecon Beacons National Park
– an International Dark Sky Reserve

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Supported by:

Photograph kindly supplied by Craig Y Nos Castle

9am onwards

www.stdavidshospicecare.org
01633 851051 hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Bark in the Parc

Sunday 28th October 2018

Dog
Tombola
tions

Bark
Parc

& Competi

in the

Sun 28th Oct 2018
Belle Vue Park, Newport

Doggie
Stalls

Sponsored Walk starts at 11am
£5 per dog, Humans go free

Saturday 22 Sep 2018
56 or 28 Mile routes available
Brecon to Newport via Caerphilly

The Transporter Bridge,
Newport
£28 Entry Fee

Transport available from Newport to Brecon

Superhero fancy dress 100% optional

Transporter
Bridge Abseil
Sat 6th October 2018

Can you be a hero
for your local hospice?

Food,
Drink &
Music

www.stdavidshospicecare.org
01633 851051

Registered Charity Number : 1010576

Santa Ride

Santa
Ride

Craft
Stalls

Climb 278 steps, Abseil 178 feet (Free-fall)!

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Find us on:

Find us on:

Registered charity number: 1010576

Hospice Hero

Cycle with us from the heart of Brecon, through
heritage landscapes on the Taff Trail on virtually
traffic-free routes to Bassaleg School via Caerphilly.

£200 per team - 4 Ball

Find us on:

Taff Trail
Bike Ride
with a twist

Sunday 16th December 2018

Riverfront Santa Walk

There
is no suc
h
thing
‘Christ as too
massy
’.

Santa
Walk

Newport International Sports Village
Sun 16 December 2018
£10 per person
festive
10.15am Start
Join us on a 6 mile some

SSponso

Raise over
over £30 &
ea dog
each
receeive
dog
ives
ves a ggo
good
ood
ody
dyy bba
bag
ag

Supported by

Plus
more to be
announced

#barkintheparc #pawsforthecause
Registered charity number: 1010576

you on a
ride that takes
rt to
A joyful charity
route through Newpocity.
scenic circular
the
to the people of
as
bring festive joy
fancy dress such
and
Christmas themed
elf suits are a must
Santa suits or
bikes
you to bling your
we encourage
in tinsel & lights!

To enter:

Call 01633 851051 or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Call 01633 851051 or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Find us on:

Find us on:

Supported by

Registered charity number: 1010576

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

Ebay & Charity Shops

9

33

Ebay
& Charity
Shops

21

£1
per week

15

Shop online or in-store
and help support individual
‘free’ care for all our patients
and their families.

50

28

St David’s
Hospice Care
Charity Will
Making Scheme

The Admiral
City of Newport
Half Marathon

Reduced Will writing fees
for both single and
mirror standard Wills

£1500!

/retailcharityshops

£500 Second Prize
£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Find us on:

Registered charity number: 1010576

Sunday 3 March 2019

9am Start

Sun 3 March 2019

Incorporating

£100 (£180 for mirror standard Wills)

First prize
/usr/stdavidshospicecare

The Admiral City of Newport Half Marathon

3

Join our
lottery
Every play counts

Registered charity number: 1010576

April to September

42

Anythin
g
goes as
long as
it’s Chr
istm
theme as
d!

spread
charity walk to
out
festive cheer through
dress
Newport. Fancy
so dust off
is compulsory
or get your
your Santa suit
ironed.
suit
elf

To enter:

Sponsored by

Find us on:

Sunday 16th December 2018

Riverfront

Newport International
Sports Village
Sun 16 December 2018
£10 per rider
10.00am Start

Dog Wredrald k

Find us on:

Registered charity number: 1010576

Photo Credit: Rav Sandhu

Night
Run
(or walk!)

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

50% of the fee will go to St David’s Hospice Care
www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Scenic course that showcases
some of the iconic landmarks
of the City of Newport.

Sat 2 March 2019
2pm

www.cityofnewporthalfmarathon.com
www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Supported by

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10

Find us on:

Registered charity
number: 1010576

Registered Charity No: 1010576

St David’s Hospice Care
Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH
01633 851051
fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
September/October 2018

Find us on:
Registered charity number: 1010576
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LLANDEGFEDD RESERVOIR

A Dam Story
Part Two

The construction of the Dam
commenced in the spring of
1961. Making a diversion of
the public road, clear of the
construction was one of the
early works. Another was the
culvert which was
constructed of concrete. In
the culvert was laid a large
diameter pipe which would
convey water from the
completed reservoir. The pipe
was surrounded with
concrete and a floor formed.
Over this floor would pass the
water flowing in the Sor
Brook during the construction
of the dam. On the
completion of the dam, the
culvert would become a
tunnel under the dam and
convey any overflow from the
reservoir. At the up-stream
end of the culvert a start was
made on the tower which
would control water being
drawn from the reservoir and
provide for any overflow from
the completed reservoir.

Forming the nose of the
cut-off wall

A start was made on the cut-off
wall. A trench, six feet wide,
was dug along the centre line of
the dam starting in the bottom
of the valley and then up both
side slopes. The trench was
taken down until sound shale
was reached; being about 40
feet at its deepest. The trench
was filled with concrete to form
a wall and with tubes set in the

concrete at seven feet intervals.
The tubes were used when
drilling below the wall and
injecting a cement slurry (grout)
to fill cracks in the shale below
the wall. The grouting was
carried out by a specialist
contractor and the grout curtain
went down to about 100 feet
below the bottom of the wall.
The concrete wall and the grout
curtain were to counter leakage
under the embankment dam.
After the injecting under the wall
was completed, a ‘nose’ was
formed to the concrete wall to
join with the clay core of the
embankment. These cut-off
measures would continue over
many months but had to keep
in front of building the
embankment itself.
In the spring of 1962 a new face
appeared at the site. It was that
of an Irishman, Jim Sheridan.
Jim had worked for Shands in
the past and had been
persuaded to return as foreman
supervising the earth moving
operations. Whatever Shands
offered Jim to induce him to

Motor Scaper in action

24
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Tower at
early stage

Pier for fo
otbridge

return to the company was a
good investment for Shands.
Jim looked at the preparations
to dig clay and shale from the
western side of the valley and
shook his head. His eyes went
to the easier slopes of the
eastern side and he chose a
different method of digging the

ert
rt of culv
tower. Sta
f
o
m
o
tt
Bo
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clay and shale. That was his
choice and it was approved.
Soon a small fleet of motor
scrapers arrived on site and
building the embankment
began. The placing and
compaction of the clay in the
core was always a little ahead
of that for the shale in the
shoulders of the embankment.
By November and with few
interruptions, the embankment
had been raised by 110 feet
above the bottom of the valley.
Over 800,000 tons of clay and
shale had been dug,
transported and placed. Then
censors in the embankment
showed high water pore
pressures in the consolidating
fill material and with these high
water pressures there was the
possibility of a landslip in the
embankment. With just 10 feet
to go, a halt was called. This
was four years before the

Aberfan
tip disaster which was a
prime example of water trapped
in fill (tipped) material causing a
catastrophic landslip or ‘flow
slide’. In that case, down a
steep hillside.
To be continued

Written with appreciation of the late
Eric Haydock, Resident Engineer for
the reservoir works. He had a wealth
of experience in civil engineering and
was also an excellent boss. I had a
number of bosses over the years and
I would rank him in the top two.
Pete Rogers.

swdirectories.com
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Pen-y-Garreg Reservoir
Excavation work on the
foundations for the dam at
Pen-y-Garreg began in April 1895,
when the railway line that was
constructed for the building of the
dams reached the site. Work on the
masonry of the dam itself started at
the end of the following year.
Although there are actually four
dams in the valley of the Elan River,
Pen-y-Garreg is often regarded as
the 'middle dam' in the series.

This spectacular scenery is
slightly less than a two hour
drive from Newport. On an
average it rains 235 days a

year on the Elan Estate, for
the perfect day out make sure
you check the local weather
forecast before you leave.

Beaches in Wales

St Donat’s Castle &
Atlantic College

The aptly named ‘Churches, College and
Lighthouse’ circular walk gives you a great
opportunity to view the magnificent 12th
century St Donat’s Castle from the
Heritage coastline. Randolph Hurst, the
newspaper magnate, purchased it in 1925 and
owned it until his death in 1951.
26
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Charlie Chaplin and J.F Kennedy were among
his many guests who visited the Castle. In
1960 it was bought by Antonin Besse II, son of
the late Sir Antonin Besse, and donated to the
founding council of
Atlantic College. The college has been based
here since 1962.
September/October 2018

gages

f Mort
o
s
0
0
0
1
h
c
r
a
e
S
We Will



Mortgages
Mortggages



Home Movers
Moverrs



Remorrtgages
Remortgages



Buy to Let



t Buy
Help to



Life Insurancee

Call Pinkmove
Pinkm
move Mortgages
Mortgagees 01633 439 44
444
44
Your
Y
our
o home ma
mayy be rrepossessed
epossessed if yyou
ou do not kkeep
eep up rrepayments
epayments on yyour
our mor
mortgage.
tgage. T
Ther
Theree will be a ffee
ee ffor
or yyour
our mor
mortgage
tgage advic
advicee but tthe
he initial
free.
actual
typical
cconsultation
onsultation will be fr
ee. The ac
tual amount you
you pay
pay will depend on your
your circumstances.
circumstancces. The fee
fee
e is up to
to 1% of the loan value
value but a typ
pical ffee
ee
£399.
Mortgages
Limted
Appointed
Limited
authorised
byy the Financial
is £3
99. Pinkmove
Pinkmove Mor
tgages Limt
ed is an Appoint
ed rrepresentative
epresentative of HL PPartnership
artnership Limit
ed which is authoris
ed and rregulated
egulated b
C
onduct Authority.
Authority.
Conduct

Pinkm
Piinkm
m ve
v
S ll Your
Sell
Yo Home
H me for
Hom
f £
£899
899
No Sale No Fee

Wales’
W
a
ales’ H
Highest
ighest Selling
Selling
g & Most
Most Instructed
Instrructed
Local
Local Estate
Esta
s te Agency
Agency Branch
B anch 2016 & 2017
Br
Based on sales agreed
ag
greed & pr
properties
operties list
listed
ed using Rightmove
Rightmove da
data
ta per
period
iod 01/01/16
6 tto
o 31/12/17

01633 746088 | w
www.pinkmove.co.uk
ww.pinkmove.co.uk

