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Welcome!

Wow what a lovely summer – now it’s back to school and
looking forward to Christmas!!!
If you are interested in advertising your business in the
Directory, please contact us to find out about the very
competitive advertising rates. You will always deal with us
directly, like many of the businesses that advertise in this
magazine, we are a small, independent family run business
and fully appreciate how much your business means to you.
Best wishes

Advertising enquiries:
Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771
or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

T
A
X
I
MINIBUSES

NO METERS - FIXED PRICES
Airport transfers catered for 5, 6, 7 & 8 Seaters Available
@chowtaxis www.chowtaxis.com info@chowtaxis.co.uk
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP
September/October 2018

swdirectories.com

3

Landscaping & Driveways Ltd

Driveway, Landscaping and
Building Specialist
All Aspects of Work Undertaken
 Digital

Aerial Installation
 Extra Aerial Points Fitted
 T.V. Reception Problems Fixed
 Freesat Installed
 Satellite Dish Alignment
 LCD/LED Television Repairs
 Free Quotations

Don’t Delay CALL today for a
Free quotation

Tel: 01633 449836
Mob: 07765 240400
Email: Rogerstone.ld@hotmail.com
Web: rogerstonelandscapingdriveways.co.uk

Alpha Property Maintenance
NO JOB
TOO
SMALL

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Carpentry G General DIY G Plastering G Rendering
G All Types of Property Maintenance Work G All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani
FREE
Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168
G

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ
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no obligation
quote on all
work

September/October 2018

This is Sarah. She’s busy
cleaning her oven...

10

YEARS 2006 - 2016

RELIABLE QUALITY
& SERVICE

Sarah called the domestic oven cleaning
specialists, so she could relax and
enjoy a coffee while it’s done!
The

Clean OvenCo
• Ovens • Agas • Grills • Hobs • Extractors • BBQs • Microwaves •
CALL
Y
TODA

Newport & East Wales

02920 990 287 or 01291 427 244

www.thecleanovenco.com

Clever Sarah!

Put the sparkle back into Your kitchen today!

M.R.M Plumbing
and Heating

FREE QUOTES
24/7 CALLOUT
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 07864 029690
email: martin2979@virginmedia.com
September/October 2018
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A Dignified Ending by Paul Minton
There was a Newport first earlier this year when the UK's first
proton beam therapy centre opened at Celtic Springs. Previously,
cancer patients had had to travel abroad to receive this life-saving
procedure, which has fewer side effects than conventional
radiotherapy. However, this is not the only time that Newport has
been a trailblazer at the forefront of progress.
Way back in the mid-nineteenth
century, the graveyards of the
town were full to capacity. The
influx of migrants, attracted by
the promise of work thanks to the
bustling docks, contributed not
only to the rapidly expanding
population but also helped to
spread deadly diseases like
cholera and typhoid. Whilst
burials were still taking place,
coffins were having to be placed
above existing graves, near to the
surface. Many of these were
raided by scavenging animals
and added to the already existing
concerns about public health.
The British Government passed
several pieces of legislation
around this time with the intention
of ensuring that the deceased
could be interred safely and with
dignity. The Metropolitan Burial
Act of 1852, in particular, laid the
foundations for municipal
cemeteries. In early 1854, the
Newport Burial Committee
acquired a 14 acre site between
Bassaleg Road and Risca Road
from Lord Tredegar. The land,
which is now encapsulated within
the present cemetery, should
have been divided between
various religious institutions.
6
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Indeed, the next cemeteries to
open, at Preston and Taunton, did
just that and set aside areas for
different denominations.
Nevertheless, in Newport, there
was a dispute between the
Protestant and Catholic members
of the Burial Board. The
Protestant vicar of St Woolos, the
head of the Committee, took the
view that Catholics should be
buried as each grave was dug,
which went against the spirit of
the Act. There was no comfort
from the Mayor either, who stated
that Catholics were "being given
a privilege not asserted by the
established church and one
which will be unfair to other
denominations of dissenters; and
furthermore something which is
repugnant to a large proportion of
the community."
Undeterred, local activists
appealed to Lord Palmerston, the
Home Secretary, who later wrote
to the Board to determine why
the law was not being followed. In
the meantime, the new St Woolos
Cemetery had become the first
such public cemetery in Britain
and funerals had already started
to take place. The first person to
be laid to rest there was an

unfortunate sailor called
Alexander Cooper, who had
drowned in Newport docks and
was buried in an unmarked
pauper's grave in July 1854.
After much disagreement, four
acres were reluctantly allocated
for Catholic burials but unlike the
rest of the site, which was laid out
attractively, the area was
untouched scrubland. This
provoked an impassioned plea
from Father Cavilli, a local priest,
who attended the December
meeting of the Board and
demanded that the land be
cleared. Apparently, his speech
was so powerful that all
objections withered and Catholic
interments began shortly
afterwards. Nevertheless, around
thirty years passed before a
corresponding chapel was finally
built.
Today, the site still functions as
the main cemetery for Newport
but many people will recognise it
as a filming location for various
BBC TV series. Who can forget Dr
Watson standing beside the
empty grave of his friend in
Sherlock or the army of cybermen
stomping between the
tombstones in Doctor Who? In
fact, St Woolos has become
something of a tourist attraction
and incredibly, it has its own entry
on TripAdvisor! Whether or not
the new proton beam centre at
Celtic Springs will follow,
however, remains to be seen.
September/October 2018

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

Proud to be
Endorsed


Stain, Odour & Spot Removal



Flood Damage/Restoration
Work Undertaken



Upholstery and Leather Suites



Carpets & Rugs



Competitive Prices



24 Hour Emergency Call Out



Free Surveys/Estimates



Full Liability Insurance



Domestic & Commercial

NCCA Member 1490

Our professional upholstery cleaning service comes with
Free Scotchgard protection

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

September/October 2018
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L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE

ROOFING
Tiling
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias
n

BUILDING
New Build
n Extensions
n Renovations
n Garage Conversions
n

MAINTENANCE
Gutter repair
n UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting
n

Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688 Mob: 07506 292990
Unit 9 Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca NP11 6NP
September/October 2018
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Wade and Wade LLP are a family run legal
practice offering a friendly and cost
competitive legal service in areas such as:
•
•
•

The buying and selling of your home (conveyancing)
Wills and Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorney

We will take time to talk things through with you to understand your needs to
enable our experienced team to offer no nonsense, practical advice.
We offer transparency in relation to our costs so you will
always know what to budget.

Let our family take care of your family.

126 Caerleon Road Newport NP19 7GS
info@wadeandwadellp.co.uk | www.wadeandwadellp.co.uk
01633 386026
10
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

FREE
QUOTES

Domestic & Commercial
Fully Qualified with over
22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local
Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable
Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

G Driveways
G Fencing
G Decking
g
in
G Pav
tting
G Turfing
tting G Grass cu
cu
ge
ed
G
H
Artificial grass
k
ving G Tree wor
eed control
Patios G Block pa G Planting G Tidy ups G Invasive w
ng
Pressure washi

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something
regular you’re looking for

Now proud members of the
Marshalls register

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009
Follow us for News and Offers

You

www.japonica.co.uk
September/October 2018
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What’s On
Please let me know if you are involved with a
non-profit making organisation and would
like your details included on this page.
Tel: 07725 888070
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk

The Rotary Club of Newport
Sec: Peter Landers 01633 213049
www.rotarynewport.org
email:peter_landers@hotmail.com
The Rotary Club of Newport Uskmouth
Sec: Keith Minton 01633 423368
www.nuws.org.uk
email: keithminton44@gmail.com
The Rotary Club of Caerleon
Sec: Gerry Fulcher 07891 390255
www.rotary-ribi.org/caerleon
email: gerryfulcher369@gmail.com
The Rotary Club of St Woolos Newport
Sec: Alan Thomas
email: stwoolosnewport@outlook.com
The Crystal Lodge of Freemasons
Meet monthly at the Masonic Hall, Newport.
If you are interested in joining our charitable,
fraternal society contact: The Assistant
Secretary
Email: crystal4562@hotmail.co.uk
CHOICES
Come and join us - we meet at St Julian’s
Baptist Church Hall, Beaufort Road, Newport
Every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month
Doors open 7.00pm
Speakers, demonstrations, musical evenings,
dining out, mystery trips and theatre trips
For more details ring 01633 762063
Retired Persons Welfare Club
Every Thursday. Caerleon Town Hall
Contact: Val Stocker 01633 420158
Friends of Newport’s Ornamental Parks.
If you would like to become a Friend of
Newport’s Ornamental Parks contact Kerry on
01633 660716 or go to the website
www.fonop.org.uk
Newport Central WI
We now meet in the Newport Centre, Emlyn 1
room, Kingsway, 2nd Monday of the month at
1.30 pm. New members welcome. For more
information contact Gay Thomas,
01633 274527 or mgthomas@btinternet.com,
or Gwent Federation office, 01633 864456 or
Secretary@gwentwi.org.uk
Beechwood WI
Meets in Christchurch Church hall, Christchurch
1st Monday in the month, from 7pm. For more
information contact
beechwoodwi@hotmail.com or Louise
01633 282439,
Gwent Federation office
01633 854456
Secretary@gwentwi.org.uk
East Side Art Club
Eveswell Community Centre, Eveswell Street
Tuesday 7.00pm-9.00pm. All abilities and media
meet to draw/paint, hold exhibitions and
arrange workshops. New members welcome
For more details ring 01633 674033
Cwtsh Arts and Community Centre
For details of events and venue hire check out
our website, follow us on Facebook & Twitter
and sign up to our newsletter. 226 Stow Hill,

Newport NP20 4HA.
info@cwtsh.org www.cwtsh.org
MERCHED Y WAWR CASNEWYDD A’R
CYLCH
(for Welsh Speakers & Learners)
Yr ail Nos Iau bob mis (Medi-Mehefin) am 7:30
Yn Neuadd Capel Bethesda, T -du neu’r
Ganolfan Ddinesig
BYDD CROESO MAWR I CHI I GYD
Ffôn Bronwen Green 01633 894404 / Vivien Lee
01633 894896
Newport and County Horticultural Society.
Winter talks and summer outings.
For further information contact Gay Thomas on
01633 274527
Gwent Family History Society (Newport
Branch)
Help Desk at Newport Reference Library
2nd Wednesday of each month 2pm-4pm
Beginners Class at the Civic Centre
7.00pm on the second Wednesday of each
month.
Branch Meeting at the Civic Centre
7.00pm on the Last Wednesday of each month
Contact 01633 421378
La Leche of Newport
La Leche League Groups provide mother-tomother support by holding regular meetings on
various aspects of mothering through
breastfeeding. Location details or further
information please contact Rhiannon
01633 892505
St. Joseph's (Casnewydd) RFC
Mini and junior rugby
New players welcome from age 7 to 15.
See www.stjosephsrfc.org.uk for details or
info@stjosephsrfc.com
26th Newport Scout Group
Beavers - ages 5.5 to 7 - Tuesdays 5.45pm to
6.45pm
Cubs - ages 8 to 10.5 - Wednesdays 6.45pm to
8.15pm
Shaftesbury Community Centre
Contact Paula on 07894 388340
Learn FREE Raja Yoga Meditation
with the Brahma Kumaris Newport
For information please contact
Rupdaye: newport@uk.brahmakumaris.org
Text: 07908 221731
Beechwood Bowling Club
Contact Ron 01633 672440
www.beechwoodbowlingclub.co.uk
Newport Indoor Bowling Centre
The Glebeland, Bank Street.
Contact 01633 264343
www.newportindoorbowls.co.uk
St. Julians Ladies Bowls Club
Meets at the Glebelands Bowling Green. New
member’s welcome, practice sessions Monday
afternoons (summer) from 2.00pm. For more
information contact Gay Thomas, 01633
274527 or mgthomas@btinternet.com

September/October 2018
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Newport Chess Club
Meets every Wednesday from 7:00pm10:00pm at the Baneswell Community Centre.
For further information, including directions,
visit our website at
www.newportchessclub.org.uk or phone Roger
Lockyer on 01633 252003
Newport Scrabble Club
Meet at Malpas Community Centre every
Tuesday 6.30pm to 9.30pm. Beginners
welcome. For more details call 01633 858758
Bridge lessons
Gwent Bridge Academy Newport.
Contact gwentbridgelessons@gmail.com
Tel 01633 222224 or www.gwentbridge.co.uk
Friends of the John Frost School
We are part of the school community raising
funds and supporting the school.
We usually meet on the 2nd Thursday in the
month. See our web pages or email
TFOTJFS@thejohnfrostschool.co.uk
Newport U3A
for those retired or working towards retirement.
Meeting at Shaftesbury Methodist Church
each Wednesday, Thursday and Friday during
term time.
Nearly 40 interest groups from Art to Welsh.
New members especially welcomed.
Contact Angela Robins 07980 970967 for
more details or visit – www.newportu3a.org.uk.
Friends of Newport Museum and Art Gallery
(FoNMAG)
Talks in Newport Art Gallery at 7pm
March 13th & April 10th.
Summer Excursions to be confirmed
Find details and programme at
http://www.fonmag.org.uk/
Newport Diabetes UK Group
We meet the third Thursday of every month 78.30 pm, St Julius and Aaron Church Hall,
Heather Road, Newport, NP19 7JT.
Come and join us for information about Type 1
and Type 2 Diabetes and good company.
Contact Sarah Gibbs 07743447331 or visit
www.newport.diabetesukgroup.org
Probus Newport
is a club for retired Professional and Business
men.
Meet every other Tuesday morning at the
Greenmeadow Golf and Country Club.
The formal meeting at 11.00am, but come
earlier for a coffee and chat.
Contact Stuart Murray on 07895695273 or
email stuartmurray941@btinternet.com or visit
www.probusnewport.org.uk

Please let me know if you are involved with a
non-profit making organisation and would
like your details included on this page.
Tel: 07725 888070
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk

The Newport Medieval Ship
The Ship Centre is opened by volunteers – the
Friends of Newport Ship. Open Fridays &
Saturdays. All opening times are10.30am –
4.30pm. Unit 20 Estuary Road, Queensway
Meadows Ind Est, Newport, NP19 4SP.
Newport and Gwent Philatelic Society
Meetings are held twice a month in Room 3 of
the Civic Centre Newport, 7pm every second
Wednesday. All ages welcome. For more details
please contact Roy Bentley. 01633 892410.
Roybentley@mylundy.co.uk
South Wales and Mon. Numismatic Society
meets on the 1st Monday of the month in
Newport for anyone interested in coins, tokens,
Medals, Banknotes.
For details please contact the Chairman on
01633 413238 or Secretary on 02920 561564
City of Newport Model Engineering Society
Every Wednesday 7.30pm - Bits or Natter
Every Saturday 11am to 5pm - working on site,
track repairs tidying etc. Glebelands Park,
Newport (by the Newport Bowls Club)
www.newportmodelengineering.uk
Newport Royal Naval Association
A warm welcome to ex matelots/marines, Meet
at Baneswell Club, Stow Hill 1st Tuesday every
month. For more details admin@newportrna.co.uk or www.newport-rna.co.uk
Book Club
Last Tuesday in the month at 2.30pm – Just
turn up at the Hand Post Pub. Contact: Daphne
Shirley 01633 257796

Whist Club
Come and meet new friends. Blaen-y-Pant
Centre. Tues, Weds & Sat at 6.30pm. For
details 01633 853348

What’s On

Newport Community Choir
Is a fun choir for men and women of all ages.
Rehearsals are Wednesdays, 5.30-6.45pm at
Malpas Court Primary School. For more
information go to
www.facebook.com/newportcommunitychoir
or contact alice.timms@gwentmusic.co.uk
Christchurch Music Society
We are an amateur music society welcoming
new members on stage and back stage. We
meet on a Wednesday at 7.30pm at
Christchurch Church Hall, Newport. Contact
the secretary for more details
Martyn Brown 07896 284424
www.christchurchmusicsociety.co.uk
Newport Orchestra
Can you play an orchestral instrument?
The orchestra NOW rehearse weekly (in school
term time) on Monday 7.30-9.30 pm at
Lysaghts Institute, Corporation Road, Newport.
Please contact the Secretary by e-mail at
newportorchestra@hotmail.com or visit the
website www.newportorchestra.co.uk.
The Lyceum Folk Club of Newport
Held every Thursday at 8.30pm at the Crindau
Constitutional Club. Malpas Road Newport
For more details ring 07966 754366
Newport Folk Club
Every Thursday 8.45 at Newport Fugitives
Athletic Club, High Cross Contact Terry
Parsons on 01633 897923

What Has our Summer and the
Newport Property Market Got
in Common?
It’s not just the weather that has been above average this summer. The
local property market has certainly been hot with demand for houses
exceeding supply throughout our region.
The time it takes to sell a house is amongst the
quickest throughout the whole of the UK, with
house prices rising like the temperatures at times!
Homeowners in Newport have been taking
advantage of market conditions and benefitting
from this trend.
If you are considering selling your home and are
interested in obtaining an accurate and realistic
valuation then please get in touch with our
professional team who will happily utilise their
expert local knowledge.
A Comprehensive Service from Start to Finish
We firmly believe in quality not quantity. We
wont just turn up, provide you with a price we
think will appeal to you and upload your property
details to the web in a hope that your house will
sell itself.

We will work with you to provide advice about
improvements you can make to your home before
placing it on the market, take professional photos
and create a video tour, contact buyers on our
waiting list, upload your property details to the
major websites, arrange accompanied viewings
to suit your diary, provide feedback after each
viewing, negotiate between you and interested
parties and once the sale is agreed continue to
work for you when liaising with all involved until
the sale is complete.
We happily do all of this whilst maintaining our
commitment not to be beaten on price when
compared to other local estate agents.
What Do You Need to Do?
To find out more about how we can sell your
house, please get in touch and we will happily
arrange a meeting at a time to suit you.
Please phone 01633 262628 or email
sales@kingston-newell.com

Please Get in Touch or Call in to Speak to One of Our Team:
14

Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ
Tel:
01633 262628 Email: sales@kingston-newell.com www.kingston-newell.com
swdirectories.com
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This months
Hot Properties
FOR SALE

£525,000
Stow Park Crescent, Newport
Stunning Grade II listed 4 bedroom period
property with 3 reception rooms.
FOR SALE

£389,995
Ash Tree View, Newport
Well presented 5 bedroom detached three
story town house. Enclosed garden to rear.
FOR SALE

£349,950
Caernarvon Drive, Rhiwderin
Superbly presented detached 4 bedroom
family home. Gardens to front and rear.
FOR SALE

OUR
GUAR
AN
WE W TEE

MATC ILL
H AN
Y
OF
COM OUR
PETIT
FEES* ORS

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we offer to our clients.
t No sale - no fee
t Residential or commercial sales and lettings
t Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
t Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Call us today on
£319,950
Bethesda Close, Newport
Superbly presented 4 bedroom detached
property with 3 reception rooms. Gardens
to front & rear plus driveway parking
September/October
All
properties available at time of2018
going press

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com
swdirectories.com
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Twmbarlwm Suffers
in the Heat of 2018
This dramatic shot of the fires raging on The Medart, The
Darren, Pegwyn-y-Bwlch and Twmbarlwm was taken by
local designer/photographer Rhys Bennett.

The Motte of the hillfort on the summit of Twmbarlwm after
the first wave of the fire had passed over it.

16
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Photo: Terry C. Evans ©

If you are of a certain age you probably still talk about the “Summer of
1976”, when the soaring temperatures lasted for weeks and water
shortages made basic living conditions very difficult. No doubt you will
now be changing your topic of conversation to the “Summer of 2018”
Helicopter laden with water from
Pantyreos reservoir
and the terrible consequences of the heat and dry conditions on
Cwmcarn Forest and Twmbarlwm mountain.
Back in 1976 there were no personal computers, no
From the outset we were desperately worried about
social media or digital cameras to record such events in
the fires reaching the hill fort and for the first few days it
so much detail. Nowadays it’s a different story.
escaped any serious damage. Then the wind picked up
and the fire spread over the summit. The heather and
Within minutes of me seeing someone online asking
wimberry covering of over half of the inner bailey
the question “…can anyone smell smoke in
was burnt down to the soil and all the motte
Cwmcarn?” I heard the sound of fire engines
itself was similarly affected.
racing past my house. By the end of the
afternoon the Facebook groups were full of
Mother nature will, no doubt, restore the
images of flames and smoke billowing from
undergrowth in the fullness of time but what
the mountain like an erupting volcano.
damage has been done to the underlying
archaeology we may never know.
Fire crews from miles around fought the fires
24/7 supported by helicopters collecting water from
CTS accompanied Cadw inspectors on a tour of the
Pantyreos reservoir to douse the flames. NRW were also
site to assess the damage and to start formulating plans
there digging out fire breaks and clearing brash from the
on how to react to the devastation.
path of the fires.
Apart from the bigger question of how to protect the
now fragile, exposed surface of the soil, much of the
The one thing that social media can be commended
for was how it enabled the community to organise
timberwork will need repairs which, no doubt, the society
will be involved with – watch our website for details.
support for those fighting the fires. Many individuals, local
shops and cafés donated food and drinks to support the
Once again – many thanks to all those who fought the
crews during their long, arduous shifts.
fires in an attempt to save our landscape, wildlife and
We can’t thank all these people enough for their
heritage. I’m sure that the summer of 2018 will be one
commitment and hard work in trying to stop the fires
that sticks in the memory for all the wrong reasons.
from spreading – heroes one and all.
Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS
CTS meet at the car park below
Twmbarlwm’s summit for a litter
pick and volunteer workday on the
last Sunday of every month to
which everyone is invited, it’s not
all hard work and it’s a great
opportunity to find your way
around up there. We organise
walks and other events up the
mountain and at Crosskeys RFC
throughout the year so watch our
website and Facebook page for
details.

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk
September/October 2018
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Established for over a
decade Cloudy2Clear
windows have become
a leading company
for glass replacement.
replacement.
Issues with double
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failed glass unit may no
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Quotte Will
Wiill
Take
Longer
T
a
ake No Long
ger
Than 20 MINS!!!
MIN
NS!!!

Cloudy2Clear
Cl
oudy
y2Clear W
Windows...
indows
s
s...
Servi
ce W
ith A Smile!!
Service
With
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WT

Custom made Worktops
Manufactured in Newport

LAMINATES LTD

Established 1974

WT Laminates - Worktop Specialist

Worktops manufactured
by our highly skilled
workforce.
Laminate and
solid surfaces
 Cutting and
Fitting services


Picture show Tristone Iris Worktops we recently fabricated
and installed for a Private customer in Gloucestershire.

Opening Hours
Monday–Thursday 8.00am–5.00pm
Friday 8.00am–4.30pm Saturday 9.00am–1.00pm

STRUGGLING TO FIND TIME TO VISIT US?
Use the calculator on our website to receive samples and obtain an on-line quote www.wtlaminates.co.uk


OPEN TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC



EASY PARKING

PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
18

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road,
Newport NP19 4RF 01633 251908 info@wtlaminates.co.uk
swdirectories.com
www.wtlaminates.co.uk September/October 2018
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GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER

www.whtoolhire.com
w
ww.whtoolhire.com
September/October 2018
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Curtains and Blinds
With over 50 years experience and
with our relaxed approach means
you can call into our showroom and
chat with us about your furnishing
ideas.
Our fabric displays
curtains and voiles
from our carefully
selected suppliers
such as Ashley Wilde,
Kai, Clarke & Clarke,
Belfield, Hardy,
Swaffer & Style. We
are here to advise
make and fit all your
soft furnishings.
From the initial
selection of your fabric to the final fitting stage,
we offer you the highest of standards and make
sure that you will be pleased with your choice.
Love your fabric choices for your made to
measure curtains and blinds - made by us.
We love what we do so will you!

NEW IN
DORA DESIGNS
DOORSTOPS
AND DRAUGHT
EXCLUDERS

Opening Hours: Monday Closed. Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm. Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm
www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA
Mob: 07887 677110

September/October 2018
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Bygones 9 by Steve Barber

Llansantffraed and
The Nares Family
(Part 2)

In this, the second part of my article about the Nares family, I must
commence by revealing how so many of this family came to be buried in
the Llansantffraed graveyard. Research, via the National Maritime Museum, disclosed that the family had been struck by the then dread disease
of scarlet fever. Scarlet fever, a streptococcal bacterial infection, was a
highly contagious disease particularly in young children. The fatality of
sufferers at that date was not unusual, only when anti-biotics became
available was the disease easily treated.
I again searched naval records of
the Maritime Museum to find out
more about the father William
Henry Nares. He was the son of
John Nares and born in London on
January 1789 and joined the Royal
Navy as a cadet in 1802. He seems
to have seen much action during
the Napoleonic wars. Descriptions
of his engagements read almost like
events described in the pages of one
of C.S. Forester’s ‘Hornblower’
novels. He was involved in ‘cuttingout expeditions’, interception of
convoys and capture of troop-ships
and many other lively actions.
He first married Elizabeth Rebecca
Gould Dodd (b.1796) in 1820. They
had five sons and four daughters
during the course of their marriage;
unfortunately they lost their eldest
son in 1835, then three more
children in 1836 and the youngest
son died two years later. Elizabeth
Rebecca also died in 1836 and
Nares brother in 1837, all dying of
the same disease – scarlet fever.
The bereaved Captain Nares moved
to Scotland and took a lease on a
property named Danestone, near
Aberdeen. He married a widow,
Susan Innes Ramsay (b. 1802), in
1844 and they had two sons, Henry
Innes Nares and Alexander Forbes
Nares. Captain Nares died in 1867
and his wife, Susan, died in 1887

24
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Captain W.H. Nares

The most famous son of William
Henry Nares was probably George
Strong Nares, born to his father’s
first wife Elizabeth, at Clytha in
1831 and baptised in the little
church at Llansantffraed in May
1831. George Strong Nares followed
his father into the Royal Navy,
entering in 1845 from the Royal
Naval School at New Cross as a
prize cadet.
G.S. Nares first served as a

midshipman on board HMS
Canopus then joined the Havannah
on the Australian station from 1848
to 1851. Nares sat and passed the
examination for lieutenant in 1852,
and then volunteered to join the
search for the missing arctic
explorer Sir John Franklin, which
had sailed to the arctic under Sir
Susan Ramsay Nares

Edward Belcher in April 1852. He
joined HMS Resolute previously
known as the barque Ptarmigan.
This ship was renamed and fitted
out for Arctic service, including
specially strengthened timbers,
provision of an internal heating
system and a finishing touch was a
Polar Bear figure head.
Sir John Franklin left Britain in
1845 with two ships, Erubus and

September/October 2018

Terror, to search for the elusive
North West Passage. By 1848
nothing had been heard of Franklin
and his two crews, so the British
Government decided to send
expeditions in search of the missing
explorers. The Government were
actively encouraged by Franklin’s
wife, Lady Jane, to set up these
searches. Over a long period only
small traces of the lost expedition
were found, including three graves
and tales by local Inuits (Eskimos).
It was not until a recent year, 2014,
that remains of the ship HMS
Erubus were discovered on the sea
bed in relatively shallow waters, just
south of King William Island by a
Canadian Government expedition.
The ship was relatively well
preserved apart from a severely
damaged stern. The sunken remains
of HMS Terror have now also been
identified.
The Resolute and crew set up winter
camp on Deely Island, then during
the spring and summer of 1853
sledged around searching,
unsuccessfully, for traces of
Franklin and his two ships. Later,

September/October 2018

the camp was abandoned and the
ship sailed eastward until severe
cold froze the open passage and
encased the Resolute in ice. The
crew prepared the ship for winter,
stowing sails and rigging below
decks. In spring she was still beset
by heavy ice and Sir Edward
Belcher ordered that the ship be
abandoned.
Captain Kellett was forced to leave
Resolute surrounded and locked
firmly in the ice, and now he led his
men on an arduous march, across
the ice, to join the other expedition
ships at Beechey Island. In 1855 the

Resolute’s crew, including
Lieutenant Nares, eventually
returned on other ships to the
United Kingdom, leaving poor
Resolute still trapped firmly in the
arctic ice.
We will end this part of the Nares
Family story by posing a question.
What about the unfortunate good
ship Resolute left stuck in the ice,
what finally happened to her? Wait
for part 3 and you will find out.
(To be continued)
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Caerleon

ANTIQUES & SOCIAL
HISTORY CLUB 2018-19
Caerleon Social History Club takes place in
Caerleon Town Hall on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday evening of the month. Our first
evening of the season is on September 11th
2018 and begins at 7.15 p.m.
Everyone will have the opportunity to listen to a
variety of speakers on a wide range of subjects.
Membership for the year (September – April) is
£21 but it is possible for anyone to join us for an
individual evening too. You will be made very
welcome.
Refreshments are available and the evening
finishes at 9.00pm
Should you have any queries please do not
hesitate to contact:
Maggie Bain - Chairperson Tel 07714 008796
Liz Waite - Programme Organiser
Tel 01633 252393

Programme Sept-Oct 2018

September 11th 2018
Nantgarw China Works - Charles Fountain. This is the
only surviving early 19th century porcelain works in the
UK. An interesting evening to start our year!!
September 25th 2018
Rorke’s Drift (part 2) and the Morgan’s of Tredegar
House - Roger James. He is a well known speaker at
our Club and an informative evening awaits us
October 9th 2018
Newport Ship - Phil Cox. Our 15th century merchant
vessel was unearthed in 2002. The initial conservation
work is concluding, do come along and found out the latest on our local treasure.
October 23rd 2018
From workhouse to war hospital: Newport Section
3rd Western General Hospital 1915-19 – Peter Strong.
St Woolos Hospital had a prominent role in the 1st world
war – an evening of local interest.

Newport U3A Trip to
Cambridgeshire
We meet at Shaftesbury
56 members of Newport U3A recently enjoyed four days away
Methodist Church during term
on a coach trip to Cambridgeshire arranged by their History
time.
Group.
On the way there they visited
Anglesey Abbey, gardens and
mill.
The next day was spent at the
small gem of a city - Ely.
Another day they explored
the colleges and other sights of
Cambridge on foot or by opentop bus. Also 24 of the group
enjoyed a beautiful cruise along
the River Cam on two punts.
Before returning home on the
final day a visit to the
Cambridge Botanical Gardens
completed the holiday.
Newport U3A has almost 40
For more details contact Angela Robins 07980 970967 or visit
interest groups for those who
www.newportu3a.org.uk
are retired or near retirement.
26
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NEWPORT INDOOR
BOWLING CENTRE
The Glebelands Bank Street Newport NP19 7HF
www.newportindoorbowls.co.uk

OUR AIM IS TO FOSTER THE
GAME OF INDOOR BOWLS AND
TO CREATE AND MAINTAIN A
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
New members Male/Female/Any age
most welcome
G We also have disabled facilities
G Why not join one of our leagues
G Interested in playing competitive
matches
G Coaching available for all ages/
standards
G

ALL FUNCTIONS
CATERED FOR
INCLUDING
CORPORATE
EVENTS

For further information please contact the Centre
Tel: 01633 264343
September/October 2018
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We need you
!

Swim, Ride or
Run

St David’s Hospice Care is committed to providing bespoke,
individual ‘free’ care for all our patients and their families.
We work alongside patients and hope to support them at the most
difficult times of their lives. We aim to ensure that patients have choice
about the care they receive whilst maintaining dignity throughout their
journey is paramount to us.
Night Run – Usk Reservoir

Friday 7 September 2018

Charity Golf Day

13 September 2018

Taff Trail Bike Ride with a Twist

Saturday 22 September 2018

for us!

If you’re taking
part in the
Cardiff Half M
arathon in
October we’d
love you
to raise funds
for us.

Transporter Bridge Abseil

Saturday 6 October 2018

Day

Usk
House

Hospice

Charity
Golf Day

Usk Reservoir
Fri 7 Sep 2018
Approx 8km route

Newport Golf Club
Thu 13 September 2018

A night run, jog, or walk round the Usk Reservoir
in the Brecon Beacons National Park
– an International Dark Sky Reserve

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Supported by:

Photograph kindly supplied by Craig Y Nos Castle

9am onwards

www.stdavidshospicecare.org
01633 851051 hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Bark in the Parc

Sunday 28th October 2018

Dog
Tombola
tions

Bark
Parc

& Competi

in the

Sun 28th Oct 2018
Belle Vue Park, Newport

Doggie
Stalls

Sponsored Walk starts at 11am
£5 per dog, Humans go free

Saturday 22 Sep 2018
56 or 28 Mile routes available
Brecon to Newport via Caerphilly

The Transporter Bridge,
Newport
£28 Entry Fee

Transport available from Newport to Brecon

Superhero fancy dress 100% optional

Transporter
Bridge Abseil
Sat 6th October 2018

Food,
Drink &
Music

Craft
Stalls

Sunday 16th December 2018

There
is no suc
h
thing
‘Christ as too
massy
’.

Plus
more to be
announced

Registered charity number: 1010576

9

you on a
ride that takes
rt to
A joyful charity
route through Newpocity.
scenic circular
the
to the people of
as
bring festive joy
fancy dress such
and
Christmas themed
elf suits are a must
Santa suits or
bikes
you to bling your
we encourage
in tinsel & lights!

33

Ebay
& Charity
Shops

To enter:

Call 01633 851051 or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Call 01633 851051 or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org
Find us on:

Supported by

April to September

21

£1
per week

15

Shop online or in-store
and help support individual
‘free’ care for all our patients
and their families.

50

Registered charity number: 1010576
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St David’s
Hospice Care
Charity Will
Making Scheme

The Admiral
City of Newport
Half Marathon

Reduced Will writing fees
for both single and
mirror standard Wills

£1500!

/retailcharityshops

£500 Second Prize
£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Find us on:

Registered charity number: 1010576

Sunday 3 March 2019

9am Start

Sun 3 March 2019

Incorporating

£100 (£180 for mirror standard Wills)

First prize
/usr/stdavidshospicecare

The Admiral City of Newport Half Marathon

3

Join our
lottery
Every play counts

Anythin
g
goes as
long as
it’s Chr
istm
theme as
d!

Find us on:
Registered charity number: 1010576

42

Sunday 16th December 2018

spread
charity walk to
out
festive cheer through
dress
Newport. Fancy
so dust off
is compulsory
or get your
your Santa suit
ironed.
suit
elf

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

Ebay & Charity Shops

Riverfront Santa Walk

Newport International Sports Village
Sun 16 December 2018
£10 per person
festive
10.15am Start
Join us on a 6 mile some

To enter:

Sponsored by

#barkintheparc #pawsforthecause

Find us on:

Santa
Walk

SSponso

Find us on:

www.stdavidshospicecare.org
01633 851051
Registered charity number: 1010576

Riverfront

Newport International
Sports Village
Sun 16 December 2018
£10 per rider
10.00am Start

Raise over
over £30 &
ea dog
each
receeive
dog
ives
ves a ggo
good
ood
ody
dyy bba
bag
ag

Climb 278 steps, Abseil 178 feet (Free-fall)!

Registered Charity Number : 1010576

Santa Ride

Santa
Ride

Dog Wredrald k
Supported by

Can you be a hero
for your local hospice?

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Find us on:

Find us on:

Registered charity number: 1010576

Hospice Hero

Cycle with us from the heart of Brecon, through
heritage landscapes on the Taff Trail on virtually
traffic-free routes to Bassaleg School via Caerphilly.

£200 per team - 4 Ball

Find us on:

Taff Trail
Bike Ride
with a twist

Photo Credit: Rav Sandhu

Night
Run
(or walk!)

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

50% of the fee will go to St David’s Hospice Care
www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Scenic course that showcases
some of the iconic landmarks
of the City of Newport.

Sat 2 March 2019
2pm

www.cityofnewporthalfmarathon.com
www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051
Supported by

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10

Find us on:

Registered charity
number: 1010576

Registered Charity No: 1010576

St David’s Hospice Care
Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH
01633 851051
fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
28
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Find us on:
Registered charity number: 1010576
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Head Over Heels about Gymnastics
Head over Heels are back after their
summer break and looking forward to
another year of fun and fantastic
gymnastics and cheerleading. We still have
some spaces across the timetable.
At Head over Heels we provide classes for
children from 7 months up to 12 years old.
The early years are the right time to begin
developing physical literacy as numerous
physical and psychological developments
occur during these years. Through fun games
and active play, children develop the essential
motor skills that form the foundation for a
lifetime of physical activity and health.
Through regular physical activity they can
also become better learners.
The classes can also help boost the
children’s confidence and encourage social
interaction with other children and adults.
We have classes for:
l Our youngest gymnasts from 7 months in
the Under 2 Years Classes with a
parent/carer.
l

2-4 Years Classes with a parent/carer.

l

3 and 4 year olds in their pre-school year
can move on to our independent
gymnastics and cheerleading classes
attending on their own, with a parent/carer
watching from the adjoining room.

l

School age gymnastics and cheerleading
classes for children from reception to Year
7.

badges and certificates.
Head over Heels is a non-competitive club.
We have a mixed range of abilities within the
classes and encourage children to develop at
their own level. We encourage parents to
participate in our pre-school classes and you
are always able to watch your child in their
class and monitor their progress as they
move on to the independent classes. We hold
displays throughout the year with an
opportunity for our independent gymnasts
and cheerleaders to show off their new skills
to family and friends.
We offer a free trial to all new pre-schoolers.
More information, including a timetable is
available on our website
www.hohgymnastics.co.uk or visit our
Facebook page
www.facebook.com/hohgymnastics
email: info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
Tel: 07768 485892

British Gymnastics Awards are used to
reward the children in ALL our classes with

07768 485892
info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
www.hohgymnastics.co.uk
September/October 2018
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Crossword
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Across
1 Sweet-smelling climbing plant (11)
9 Light raft made of balsa, used
by Thor Heyerdahl to cross
WKH3DFL¿FLQ 
10 Insect in the stage between
egg and pupa (5)
11 City of Helen, whose face
“launched a thousand ships” (4)
12 7UHHZKLFKJURZVLQWLGDOFKLHÀ\
tropical, coastal swamps (8)
14 Communion table (5)
15 The Mill on the ___, George
Eliot novel (5)
20 Line of descent of a purebred animal (8)
22 Brewery cart (4)
24 Private instructor (5)
25 Spanish painter, born in
Greece (1541-1614) (2,5)
26 Primate species to which
modern humans belong (4,7)
Down
2 Action that turns out to be to the
disadvantage of the person who
took it (3,4)
3 First name of authoress Blyton (4)
4 Helix (6)
5 Roman Emperor who succeeded
Tiberius (8)
6 KeyBBB¿OP 
7 Glide across ice (5)
8 Biblical tower intended to
reach to heaven (5)
13 Australian marsupial (8)
16 Physician who performs operations (7)
17 Mark ___, US swimmer who
won seven gold medals in the
1972 Olympic Games (5)
18 Formerly the basic unit of money in
Spain (6)
19 Tower supporting high-tension wires (5
21 Mark used to indicate the word
above it should be repeated (5)
23 Tangerine/grapefruit hybrid (4)

Sudoku
8

7

1

1
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Puzzle solutions on page 38

6
6

30

5

swdirectories.com

The object of sudoku is to
insert the missing
numbers in the boxes to
satisfy just one
condition: each row,
column and 3x3 box must
contain the digits 1
through to 9 exactly once.
This can be done by
applying logic – you do
not have to guess.

2

9
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R Howells
Plumbing & Heating Services

Email: ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
for a free friendly quote
No Job
Too
Small!

Central Heating Systems
New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation, including
Plastering & Tiling
l All Aspects of Plumbing Services
l 24 hour callout, 365 days per year
l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years Experience

HILLS

l
l

FULLY INSURED

September/October 2018

HILLS

LANDSCAPING
SERVICES

LANDSCAPING
SERVICES

PATIO G DECKING
FENCES G TREES
G TURFING
G ALL GENERAL GARDEN
DUTIES
Contact Andrew Hill
G
G

01633 810740
07977 404 015

25 Powis Close, Newport

swdirectories.com
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Places of
Worship
Please contact me if you would like your Place of Worship added to this page: 07725 888070
contact@swdirectories.co.uk
The Parish Church of St. Julians,
Heather Road
Sunday 10.00am and Daily 9.30am
Father David Matthews
Tel: 01633 258040
www.stjuliansparishchurch.co.uk
St. Julians Baptist Church Centre
Sunday 10.30am and 6.30pm
Rev. Clive Taylor. Tel 01633 258042
St Julians Methodist Church, Caerleon
Road
Sunday 10.30am Morning Worship &
Junior Church
Sunday 6.30pm 1st & 3rd Sunday of
month Evening Worship
Monday 2pm Monday Club
Tuesday
1.30pm Toddlers
7.30pm Wives Group
Wednesday 9.30am Stroke Association
2.30pm Women’s Fellowship
6.00-7.30pm Brownies
7.30-9.00pm Guides
Thursday
10.30am Coffee Morning
Friday
10.30am Cwm Bayeux
Stitchers
Saturday
10.30 Coffee Morning
A warm welcome to all above services &
meetings extended to all.
Minister Rev Les Jones 01633 843322

Contact details 01633 267464
Email enquiries@newportcathedral.org.uk
Website www.newportcathedral.org.uk
St Martins-in-the-Gaer
Sunday 9.30am Holy Eucharist
Contact details 01633 267464,
Email enquiries@newportcathedral.org.uk,
St Marks Church, Gold Tops
Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Sung Eucharist
6.00pm Evensong
Wednesday 11.00am Holy Communion
Rev Dr Paul Thompson 01633 252046
Stow Park Church Centre, Brynhyfryd
Rd, Newport
Sunday 10.45am
Sunday 3.00pm Oedfa Gymraeg (Welsh
Language Service)
Sunday 5.30pm Informal Service with Tea
Wednesday Prayers 10.00am, Bible Class
11.15am
Cafe with light meals and shop is now
open Tuesday to Friday only. Volunteers
welcome. www.stowparkchurch.org.uk /
01633 843730

Eglwys Annibynnol Mynydd Seion
Hill Street, Casnewydd NP20 1LZ
Oedfa Gymraeg am10.30 Bore Sul ac
Ysgol Sul
Duckpool Road Baptist Church,
Welsh Language Service at 10.30am on
Duckpool Road
Sundays
Sunday 10.30am Family Service and
Croeso Cynnes i Bawb
Young Church . Evening Service at 6.30pm A warm welcome to fluent Welsh speakers
Wednesday 7.30 pm Bible Study and
and learners.
Prayer. Tel 01633 662094 A very warm
www.mynyddseion.org.uk
welcome to all
Sian Howley 01633 421427
sianhowley@hotmail.com
Newport Gateway Church
Elin Maher 01633 243700 elin.maher@ntlSunday 10.30am. Tel 01633 22100
world.com
Summerhill Baptist Church
St Paul's City Centre Church
Sunday 11.00am and 6.30pm
The old Post Office building on Bridge
Rev. Peter Wood. Tel 01633 223400
Street
St. John the Evangelist
Sunday 10.30am
Sunday 10.45am
01633 266076
Weds Communion10.30am
www.stpaulsnewport.org.uk
Tel 01633 674155
St Mary’s - Wharf Road
Sunday 9.15am
Tel 01633 674155
Penylan Baptist Church
Sunday 11.00am
1st Wednesday of the month
Coffee morning 11.00am-12.00pm
Newport Cathedral
Sunday
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.30am Cathedral Eucharist
5.00pm Choral Evensong
Every Weekday
8.00am Morning Prayer
8.15am Holy Eucharist
5.00pm Evening Prayer (Mon-Thurs)
7.00pm Choral Evensong (Fri Term time
only) swdirectories.com
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King’s Church
Lower Dock Street, Newport
Sunday 10.30am and 5.00pm
01633 244453
Society of Friends (Quakers)
Caerleon Town Hall
1st & 3rd Sundays 10.30am
01633 264210
Beechwood Park Presbyterian Church,
Chepstow Road NP19 8JH
Sunday 11.00am Worship Service
Family service 3rd Sunday of month
Open Door Coffee morning every Friday
10am - 12noon
Free morning for chat, making friends,
and fellowship
Newport Christian Spiritualist Church
Orchard Lane Community Centre off

Stafford Road
Friday Service 7.00pm- 8.30pm
Sunday Service 6.30pm-8.00pm
Tuesday Healing Clinic 6.30pm-8.30pm
New Dimensions
124 Lower Dock Street. Newport. NP20
1EG.
Tel: 01633 214264 (Facebook – New
Dimensions, FWM )
Services: Sunday 11am & Wed 6pm
Spiritualist National Union Church
29 Charles Street, Newport
Sunday 6.30pm-8pm
Mon/Tues 7pm-8pm
01633 895065
Grace Baptist Assembly
Malpas Community Centre
Pillmawr Road
Sunday 3.00pm
Bishpool Methodist church
Ringland Circle
Sunday worship 10.30am
Coffee morning 4th Wednesday every
month 10.30am to 12.30pm.
Holy Trinity Church
Christchurch Newport NP18 1JJ
Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion
Sunday 10.30am Sung Eucharist
2nd Sunday of month
10.30am Family Service
Sunday 6.00pm Evensong
Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion
Rev Michael Jarman 01633 420701
Newport City Church
23a Mill Parade Newport NP20 2JR
Sunday 10.30am
Sunday Prayer and Praise 6.00pm
Pastors Robbie & Donna Howells
01633 250001
info@newportcitychurch.org
Abundant Life Centre
Monday- 19:00 Asian Outreach
Wednesday - 19:00 Bridge for life
Thursday- 19:30 Prayer meeting
Friday - 22:00 Prayer
Sunday- 10:30 Family Worship
Pastor: Maldwyn Holland
58 Lower Dock Street, Newport NP20 1EG
Facebook- Abundant Life Centre, Newport
Gear Christian Centre, Gear Newport
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Wednesday 10:30am
Robert Davies 07598 750040
Francis Davies 07818 406392
Church of Christ (Iglesia ni Cristo)
Llanthewy Road, Newport, NP20 4LD
Adult Services on Thursday 6pm and Saturday 11am.
Childrens Services on Saturday 1pm
A truly Christian Church. All welcome.
Website incmedia.org
Bro Michael 07984 833645
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Written & Directed
by Richard Gauntlett
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A Month of Cygnets

In the public service interest, we should start by pointing out that a young swan is a cygnet, and
not a signet which appears in so many of the communications we receive!

W

e’ve never known a July
like it! By this time, with
the peak cygnet hatching
time in the first week of May past,
late June and July has tended to
be a period of relative calm. Of
course the odd cygnet becomes
separated from the rest of the
family and if we know about it
soon enough we can deal with it,
otherwise ‘junior’ will need to be
taken into care, and inevitably,
and sadly, there are encounters
with fishing tackle. This year
we’ve all this and more, in
spades, and right from the very
beginning of the month! What
follows is, by no means the full
story, but should give a flavour of
what it has been like.
Sunday, 1st Desperate call from
Lydney routed

via Vale Wildlife Rescue at
Beckford concerning a
cygnet seriously in the
wars, apparently under
attack from one of its
parents. We attended by
which time a couple of
local residents had
managed to intervene
and make the cygnet
safe in a back garden.
Abdominal injur
We’ll never know all the
y - cause unkn
own - cygnet
answers, but this bird
from Lydney
had a pre-existing
wound well dried up, across its
crossing.
front at waterline level. He was
Saturday 7th Call from Military
delivered to The Swan Sanctuary Police based at the SAS Depot at
at Shepperton the next day.
Credenhill near Hereford. While
Tuesday 3rd Report received of a returning from nearby Kingstone,
lone cygnet on the canal at
a driver had chanced upon two
Bettws. Obviously, he had
lone cygnets in the middle of the
become separated from the
road. Thankfully, he had picked
rest of the family which will
them up and taken them back to
have been on the canal on
his base from where we collected
the Malpas side of the
them. The obvious location for
Bettws Lane crossing. In
these was our good friend Sue in
himself he seemed
Swindon, which was duly
absolutely fine with plenty to accomplished that afternoon, but,
eat, so no need to do
hang on a minute…
anything immediately, but
Sunday 8th Call from a resident
he will need to be moved in of Kingstone... yes, he had found
due course; there could be another cygnet – clearly a sibling
trouble if the family
of the two which were found the
reappeared on the
previous day, so it was all very
e
lic
o
P
Military
Newport side of the
simple, just retrace yesterdays
found by

g cygnets e, Hereford
on
nr. Kingst

n
Two you

swdirectories.com

route, including delivering number
three to Sue in Swindon.
Tuesday 10th A number of calls
expressing great concern about
the appearance of a pair of swans
and three tiny cygnets on the very
narrow border between the reen
and the road along Ty Mawr
between Marshfield and Coed
Kernew. This is one of those
difficult situations; in reality,
there’s nothing which can be
done. Relocation is not an option,
because there is no easy answer
to the question ‘To what location
are they to be moved?’ It needs
to be remembered that this is
their territory, an area with which
they are familiar, and, in particular,
somewhere close by is their nest
to which they will tend to return
especially while the cygnets are
as small as these ones are. In the
following days we visited a
number of times. On the
penultimate occasion they had
crossed to the far side of the
reen, and subsequent to that, we
didn’t see them at all.
Thursday 12th Cwmbran
Boating Lake in response to a
report that one of the seven
cygnets was trailing a wing in the
water. Indeed this was the case,
and the other one was similarly
affected but not as severely,
Clearly the muscles had not
developed sufficiently to carry the
increasing weight of the wings. To
complicate matters, the more
seriously affected wing was
showing clear signs of angel (or
aeroplane) wing. Angel wing is a
malformation of the wing the
consequence of which is that the
bird will never fly, but can
otherwise lead a perfectly normal
existence in a sanctuary. The bird
needed to be taken into care. So
that was another visit to Sue in
Swindon. In passing, it is worth
noting we had had to remove
fishing line from one of these
cygnets on 26th June, we would
have to perform a similar task on
the adult female on 19th July and
that she was back in similar
trouble again as we prepare this
article as the month end
September/October 2018

Young family on narrow strip
between reen and road.
Ty Mawr, Marshfield

approaches.
Tuesday 17th Information
received from Conway, not
exactly South Wales, but we
do have a working
relationship with swan
people up there, indicating
that three out of five cygnets
are showing clear signs of
having angel wing.
Shepperton had been
Cygnet from
Cwmbran Bo
consulted and these birds
ating Lake.
Collapsed wi
ng also show
will need to be taken into
ing developm
ent
of 'angel wing
care, but probably not until
'
September, a task with
so
which we have assisted at least
painfully obvious both his
twice in previous years.
wings were totally wrecked and
Saturday 21st We had arrived at
one leg was severely swollen, the
Tredelerch Lake off Lamby Way
result of a tourniquet type effect.
with four young gulls to release.
It was really good work by the
We had had them in care since
anglers, Steve and Phil. They
they had been small to medium
were clearly badly shaken by the
sized bundles of fluff, but now
severity of the effects produced
they were clearly flight-worthy
by nothing short of gross
and waterproof so it was time for
carelessness on the part of
them to go. That done, it was very
another angler.
evident something was badly
Inevitably, we transported this sad
wrong. Two anglers were
scrap of casualty to Shepperton
preparing to undertake a rescue
as quickly as we could where we
deep in the reed beds on the
knew he would receive the very
south side of the lake. What
best attention. Indeed, for 72
emerged was the worst and
hours it did look as if the cygnet
saddest case of fishing line
was going to pull through, but
entanglement we have ever seen
sadly, on the fourth morning, and
in over 35 years of rescuing
out of the blue, he had a seizure
swans. The cygnet had a hook in
and died. A shocking and totally
its beak to which a very long
unnecessary end to a pitifully
length of line was attached. He
short life.
had then become snared in the
And as the month comes to an
reed bed, and as he struggled to
end, one thing is certain; there will
free himself, so the situation
be more of the same.
became very much worse, to the
extent that had he been there
Script by Peter; photographs by
much longer, he would almost
Ellen and John.
certainly have drowned. As he
For swan and all other wildlife
was brought out of the reeds, he
problems please contact Peter
still had an enormous sheaf of
& Ellen on 01633 895241 or
reeds attached to him and it was
07802 472788
swdirectories.com
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Beaches in Wales

St Donat’s Castle &
Atlantic College

The aptly named ‘Churches, College and
Lighthouse’ circular walk gives you a great
opportunity to view the magnificent 12th
century St Donat’s Castle from the
Heritage coastline. Randolph Hurst, the
newspaper magnate, purchased it in 1925 and
owned it until his death in 1951.
36
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Charlie Chaplin and J.F Kennedy were among
his many guests who visited the Castle. In
1960 it was bought by Antonin Besse II, son of
the late Sir Antonin Besse, and donated to the
founding council of
Atlantic College. The college has been based
here since 1962.
September/October 2018

Leaky Shower???

We have a
Shower Pod Solution
Are you fed up
with your leaking
shower area?

SALE
NOW
ON

Install a leak free replacement from
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod.
Supplied and fitted from

£1595.00 inc Vat
(Full terms apply)
G
G
G
G
G
G

Quick Installation
Minimum disruption
Completely leak free construction
Say goodbye to silicone and grout
No mould or bacteria
Easy to clean

We also offer a full design service using the latest
3D Software to visualise designs.
Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers
and much, much more.

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN
September/October 2018

Tel: 01633 26 26 29

swdirectories.com
info@newportbathroomcentre.com
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Create extra parking
space & amazing kerb
appeal with Resin Drives...
...Specialists in driveways, paths and patios.
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AUTUMN
AT KINGSWAY CENTRE

CAR PARK

1050 SPACES

Love Me Yarns

Follow us to keep up to
date with all our Autumn
Events and Activities

kingswaycentre.com

OPEN
7 DAYS

A WEEK

