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Welcome!
It's always good to try new things and aspire to improve our lives, whether

it's losing the extra pounds we put on over the festive season, volunteering

or helping a local charity, starting a new hobby or even starting a business. 

If you are interested in advertising your business in the directory, please

contact us to find out about the very competitive advertising rates.

Many thanks for the front cover photo sent to us by Sally York of her dog

Ruby enjoying the snow. Also see page 8, where we have printed a

selection of the photos that were sent to us. We are very grateful to

everyone who responded to our request on Facebook.

We wish you a Happy New Year

Best wishes

Advertising enquiries: 
Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771

or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE
MARCH/APRIL EDITION IS
WEDNESDAY 30TH JANUARY

Editor: Susan Woolford
Sales & Distribution: 
Leslie Woolford

The editor cannot accept any
liability to any party for loss or
damage caused by errors or
omissions. All artwork is
accepted on the strict
condition that permission has
been given for use in the
publication. SW Directories
does not officially endorse any
advertising material included
within this publication. All
rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be
reproduced without the prior
permission of the editor. 

LOVE YOUR
BUSINESS

HELP IT GROW AND PROSPER

Residents love our
magazines, they read it, use

it and keep it.
We’re expanding! We are

now delivering to even more
homes & businesses.

To advertise contact Leslie Woolford 
07725 888070 / 01633 892771

contact@swdirectories.co.uk
www.swdirectories.com

ADVERTISE LOCALLY
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Conservatory Solutions Wales

Conservatory too
hot in Summer 
or too cold in 

Winter?

Tel: 01633 420747 
Mob: 07747 677131

www.conservatorysolutionwales.co.uk

To arrange a free no obligation quotation, 
Please contact us:

Get a 
FREE QUOTE

Today!

Make your Conservatory a room you can 
use all year round with our Roof Systems.
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Another year has gone by and it was another busy
year for the Society and probably an unforgettable
one for Twmbarlwm and the surrounding area.

You all know that I’m referring to the wildfires that
devastated vast areas of the Cwmcarn Forest and
spread over the summit of Twmbarlwm causing
extensive damage to the undergrowth and
compromising the underlying archaeology.

The fires raged around Twmbarlwm for
nearly two weeks and once it was
over, CTS met on the mountain with
field officers from Cadw to examine
the damage. 
Then with advice from CCBC’s

ecologist and a Cadw appointed
landscape engineer it was decided that in the short term
it was vital to attempt to stabilise the surface by 
re-seeding as much of the damaged area as possible
before severe winter weather did further damage to the
landscape.

Therefore the society set about raising the necessary
money, primarily from Cadw and Trustees of the Llanarth
Estates, to pay for a specialised mix of native species
grass seed.

With just three days before the proposed day to sow
the seed we put a call out on the internet for volunteers
to help with the sowing - so it was a marvellous surprise
on 7th October when over 40 people turned up to help.
It was a glorious sunny day with just a small breeze -
perfect sowing weather - and we had the whole top of
the mountain covered within three hours - it was a
marvellous day and illustrates how the Twmp holds a
unique place in the hearts of the local community.

We have kept our eye on the Twmp to check on
progress since the re-seeding. Unfortunately, storm
Callum whipped through the area just a couple of days
after re-seeding, this did us no favours in giving the seed
a chance to germinate. The burnt areas had a real
battering from the heavy rain and strong winds, and
areas that were fine ash and dust hardened into a solid
clay consistency - not a good base for the grass seed.

Much of the seed was also swept off the crest of the
surrounding ditch leaving a few bare patches. So for the
first few weeks our efforts seemed to be futile.

Over 40 volunteers helped sow grass seed over the
scorched areas of the mountain top.

Re-seeding & Re-growth
of Twmbarlwm

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s
summit for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the
last Sunday of every month to which everyone is
invited, it’s not all hard work and it’s a great
opportunity to find your way around up there. We
organise walks and other events up the mountain and
at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year so watch our
website and Facebook page for details. 

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

Re-seeding & Re-growth
of Twmbarlwm

Some of the re-seeding
volunteers show great
sowing technique on
Twmbarlwm

Despite some horrendous
autumn weather some areas
are showing signs of regrowth

However, a month further on, I visited the mountain in
early December and I could see more promising signs.
Now I’m no botanist, but even I could tell that there was
plenty of evidence that our newly sown grass was
starting to show through as well as some original,
surviving grass stock – there are also new shoots of
heather and wimberry coming up.

I await the experts’ verdict but I believe we did a
satisfactory rescue job and expect more re-seeding will
be necessary in the spring – so watch our website for
announcements and come and join us next time.•
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We
Selling and 

Renting  
Properties in 
Henllys and 

Ty Canol

www.iLoveNP.co.uk

   
 

SALES LETTINGS

 WEST
35 Backhall Street, Caerleon, 
Newport NP18 1AR

 EAST 
2 New Street, Cwmbran, 
South Wales NP44 1EE

Call 01633 870777 
Option 1 for Sales 
Option 2 for Rentals

We won’t be beaten on fees for any new instructions in your location!

PRICE PROMISE
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Henllys Community Council 
The Council meets on the 2nd Monday of each
month (except August) at 6pm in Henllys Village
Hall. Contact Laura Grey 07703 194263

Henllys Village Hall
Contact details www.henllysvillagehall.org.uk

Henllys W.I.
1st Monday of the month at 7.30pm
Coed Eva & Hollybush Community Hall

PACT
Partnership and Communities Together
Laura Grey 07703 194263
PC Rowland 01633 642088

St. Peter’s Church
Every Sunday 9.15am. 1st Sunday in the month                
6.00pm Service of Wholeness and Healing with
the Eucharist 
2nd Sunday in the month                              
11.00am Eucharist Service 
3rd Sunday in the month
6.00pm Evensong                                                       
4th Sunday in the month                                   
11.00am Eucharist                                                                                              
If the month has a 5th Sunday
11.00am Eucharist
Contact: Reverend Graham Opperman 
Tel: 01633 861978.                                                                                              

Worship Centre                                                                  
The congregation meets on the 1st & 3rd
Sunday of the month at 9.15 am in the Hall of
Henllys Church-in-Wales Primary School.
Contact Details to arrange Baptisms and
Weddings: Reverend Graham Opperman
Telephone 01633 861978
Email: graham.opperman@uwclub.net

1st Henllys Scout Group
Beavers - ages 6 to 7
Tuesday 6:15pm-7:15pm
Wednesday 6:00pm-7:00pm
Henllys Church in Wales Primary School 
Cubs - ages 8 to 10.5
Monday 6:00pm-7:30pm
Glen Llwyd Scout Hut, Hollybush Roundabout
Scouts - ages 10.5 to 14 
Wednesday 7:00pm-9:00pm
Henllys Church in Wales Primary School 
Full information www.1sthenllysscouts.org

Henllys Rangers AFC
The club runs teams from under 7’s through to
seniors. See web site for details
www.clubwebsite.co.uk
Under 16’s, please contact Team Manager
Huwkear@aol.com for further details.

The Isca Morrismen
Practice most Wednesdays at 8.00pm-9.45pm
Cwmbran Town AFC, Old Cwmbran
Bagman (Secretary) 01633 868707

Cwmni Gwerin Pont-y-Pwl
Welsh Folk Dance Team. Tuesday 8pm-10pm 
New Panteg Rugby Club. Secretary 01633
868707
Cwmbran Netball Team 
We are currently looking for new members of all

standards to join our club.
Whether you just want to train in a fun
environment or if you want join the team and
play in matches. 
Cwmbran Netball Team @ Cwmbran Stadium
Newport
Cwmbran Business and Professional
Woman’s Club
Meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 7.30pm Coed Eva Community Club 
New members welcome
Rotary Clubs 
Find out more by contacting:
The Rotary Club of Cwmbran Vale
Tel 01633 483238
The Rotary Club of Cwmbran     
Tel 01633 862329
The Rotary Club of Henllys
Tel 01495 762228                
The Rotary Club of St Woolos Newport
Tel 01633 258151
The Rotary Club of Pontypool
Tel 01495 756766
The Rotary Club of Caerleon
Sec: Gerry Fulcher 07891 390255
www.rotary-ribi.org/caerleon
email: gerryfulcher369@gmail.com

Whist Club
Come and meet new friends
Blaen-y-Pant Centre. Tues, Weds & Sat at
6.30pm. For details 01633 853348

Ponthir Canine Society
Croesyceiliog Community Hall. Tuesdays
6.00pm. For details contact
PonthirCanineSoceity@hotmail.com

Ponthir Bridge Club
Weds 2pm Village Hall. Experience Payers
Contact 01633 420104

Gwent Family History Society (Newport
Branch)
Help Desk at Newport Reference Library
2nd Wednesday of each month 2pm-4pm
Beginners Class at the Civic Centre 
7.00pm on the second Wednesday of each
month. Branch Meeting at the Civic Centre
7.00pm on the Last Wednesday of each month     
Contact 01633 421378

South Wales and Mon. Numismatic Society
meets on the 1st Monday of the month in
Newport for anyone interested in coins, tokens,
Medals, Banknotes. For details please contact
the Chairman on 01633 413238 or Secretary on 
02920 561564

Probus Newport 
is a club for retired Professional and Business
men. Meet every other Tuesday morning at the
Greenmeadow Golf and Country Club. 
The formal meeting at 11.00am, but come
earlier for a coffee and chat. 
Contact Stuart Murray on 07895695273 or
email stuartmurray941@btinternet.com or visit
www.probusnewport.org.uk 
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Unit 9 Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca NP11 6NP

ROOFING
n Tiling 
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
n New Build 
n Extensions 
n Renovations 
n Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
n Gutter repair
n UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE
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Henllys 
in the snow
Thank you for the selection of Henllys photos that
were sent to us from people who responded to our
request on Facebook.
Snow transforms our countryside into a mystical, magical
experience that delights and thrills our senses. If it snows
this year be sure to go outside and fill your lungs with
crisp, cold air and marvel in the wonder of it all.

Kelly Cameron and her dog 

Bobby

James Young

Kelly Evans

Victoria 

Bevan

Gemma 
Jones

Claire Wakeman -

View of Birch Grove

Joy MarshView from the Old Henllys Chapel
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Pontypool 10K Home Run Sunday 24 February 2019

Pontypool 
10k Home Run
& 2km Fun Run
10am
Sun 24 February 2019
Pontypool Park

Supported by:Find us on: Registered charity 
number: 1010576  

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 01633 851051

Run with us along the beautiful Monmouthshire
-Brecon canal towpath. Suitable for all levels of 
ability. Proceeds to St David’s Hospice Care.

Sponsored by Registered charity number: 1010576Find us on: /stdavids79@SDFHC

1st March 2019
#BigWelshBrew

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 

For a free fundraising pack please contact us on 01633  851051  
or email fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org

The Big Welsh Brew can be as big or as small as you like. 
Whether you invite the whole office or just some friends 
to your home, every cuppa is supporting the hospice.

#BigWelshBrew
The Admiral City of Newport Half Marathon Sunday 3 March 2019

Find us on: Registered charity 
number: 1010576  

Scenic course that showcases 
some of the iconic landmarks 
of the City of Newport. 
www.cityofnewporthalfmarathon.com
www.stdavidshospicecare.org  01633 851051
Supported by

The Admiral
City of Newport
Half Marathon
Sun 3 March 2019
9am Start

Sat 2 March 2019
2pm

Incorporating

Kolor Dash Sunday 19 May 2019

Get involved with the brightest Kolor Dash in Wales 
and help raise funds for a great cause.

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 851051

£5
per child 

£10
per adult 

£25
family entry

Kolor 
Dash
Supported by Western Power Distribution

Sun 19 May 2019
Tredegar Park, Newport
11am Start - 5k

Find us on: Registered charity 
number: 1010576

Sponsored by

Live Music &Entertainment

Water Spray 
Station

Music Station

Paint Stations

Foam Station

Various distances available Saturday 8 June 2019

Text DALM01 £5 to 70070

Sat 8 June 2019
Entries from £25

Fun Family
 Finish Festival 

@ The Priory
Caerleon

Supported by

In association
with

Registered Charity 
number : 1010576

#Dalmatianbikeride
@dallybike

www.dalmatianbikeride.com
01633 851051 
www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Find us on:

Sunday 14th April 2019

Ride for charity & enjoy stunning scenery 
across a variety of routes around South Wales. 
Jersey or tech t-shirts are included in the 
registration fees.

Earlybird offers availablevisit our website for more info

Our 2019 jersey
Register now at: www.tourdegwent.org

Platinum route: 93 miles
Gold route: 78 miles 

Silver route: 52 miles
Bronze route: 30 miles

 Midi route: 20 miles
Kids route: 3 miles*

*kids ride free!

In support of:

www.tourdegwent.org        01633 851 051        tourdegwent@stdavidshospicecare.org 
Registered charity number: 1010576

In support of:

?

Charity Golf Days  12 September 2019

Charity
Golf Days
Thursday 12 September 2019

Newport Golf Club
9am onwards

Registered charity number: 1010576 Find us on:

£200 per team - 4 Ball
www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 851051    hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

Supporting Hospice Care 
in our community

Your Local 
Hospice Lottery

Licensed and regulated by the Gambling Commission. Licence No. 004874. 
Website: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk  Promoter: St David’s Foundation 
Hospice Care, Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH. Registered Charity 
No. 1010576.   Responsible Person: Kris Broome. Must be 16 or over to play. 
Underage gambling is an offence.

50

Find us on:

£1
per week

Join
Today!k

21

28

9

42

33

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

£1,500

£500

£10

First prize
£1500!
£500 Second Prize

£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10

24 
weekly
prizes

Find us on:

By supporting the work of St David’s Hospice Care, you are making a positive difference to patients and their 
families throughout Newport, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Torfaen and South / Mid Powys. Funds raised provide 

comprehensive palliative care and support to patients and their families at a very diffi cult time of their lives. Our aim 
is to ensure patients have ‘real’ choice to receive individual tailored care, surrounded by friends and families.

Take part 

in a local 

collection

Sign up to EasyFundraisingeasyfundraising.ork.uk/causes/sdhc

Join our

Lottery



NEWPORT PANTOMIME AND MUSICAL SOCIETY 

 DOLMAN THEATRE

Half term week

26th February – 2nd March 2019    

7.00pm curtain Tuesday - Friday

2:15pm curtain Saturday (meet the cast)

 www.newportpantomimesociety.co.uk 

all tickets:  £12 
(Concessions for group bookings)

Tickets available from:
www.dolmantheatre.co.uk

A Pantomime Written by Tracy 
Rogers adapted from the story by 

J.M Barrie

FLY WITH US TO NEVERLAND

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH 
GREAT ORMOND STREET 
HOSPITAL CHILDREN’S 
CHARITY & SAMUEL 
FRENCH LTD
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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Nares became married to Mary
Grant, eldest daughter of a
Portsmouth banker, in 1858. They
eventually produced quite a large
family of four sons and six
daughters. In 1860 Nares wrote a
manual named The Navel Cadet’s
Guide, which was published under
the title of ‘Seamanship’ running to
several editions and was regarded
as the best manual of its day. In
1862 he was promoted to
Commander and in then 1863 took
over command of HMS Boscawen
another training ship.

In 1865 Nares was appointed to
command a small paddle steamer,
HMS Salamander sailing off the
east coast of Australia, where his
duties included surveying. Next in

1868 he commanded HMS
Newport, a small wooden three-
masted screw driven gun-ship, for
hydrographical work in the
Mediterranean. This work includes
a survey of the Gulf of Suez in 1869.
The Suez Canal had been
constructed between the
Mediterranean and the Red Sea by
the French under the supervision of
Engineer Ferdinand de Lesseps. The
official opening ceremony was
planned for November 1869, and
the night before a large group of
ships of various nations gathered
outside the Suez entrance to the
canal, waiting to enter on the
following day. First in line was the
French vessel L’aigle intended to be
the very first ship to lead into and

transit the canal. L’aigle was the
French Imperial Yacht and would
be carrying the Empress Eugenie,
wife of Emperor Napoleon the
third.
When night fell, Commander Nares
carefully conned and sneaked his
570 ton gun-ship, without the aid of
any navigation lights, through the

dense mass of waiting ships to the
very front. The following morning,
to the dismay of the French, the
very first vessel to enter the canal
and leading the fleet was flying the
British ensign. The name of this
ship was HMS Newport.
The French were enraged that the
very first ship to enter their canal
and leading the procession make
the first transit should be a British
ship flying a British flag. The
French, obviously, made a very
strong complaint to Britain about
this interruption and desecration of
their ceremony. Commander Nares
received a very strong rebuke from
the Admiralty for his impertinence
to the French. However, he was
much admired for his skill and the

Bygones 9 by Steve Barber

(Part 4)

Llansantffraed and
The Nares Family

After our diversion in discussing American Presidential desks we will
now return to the Nares Family and resume looking at the eventful
career of George Strong Nares. Following his visit to the Arctic as mate
on HMS Resolute, he returned back to this country and obtained merited
promotion to Lieutenant. He was then sent on a gunnery course before
being posted to the Crimea, where he served two years in HMS
Conqueror mainly in the Mediterranean. In 1858 he joined the staff of a
training ship HMS Illustrious and from her transferred to the larger
HMS Britannia.

Mrs Mary Grant

HMS Newport
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seamanship that he had
demonstrated. The Admiralty could
not have been too disgusted by his
action because, within a year, Nares
was promoted to Captain and
continued to advance in his naval
career.
The ship, HMS Newport, was
probably not named after our city
of Newport, but as she was laid
down in 1860 in Pembroke dock
yard, her name, therefore, was
almost certainly borrowed from
Newport in Pembrokeshire. She was
a small 570 ton three-masted ship,
145 feet long, fitted with a two-
cylinder horizontal single steam
expansion engine, developing just
over 325 horsepower and driving a
single screw propeller. As a gunship
she was armed with one 68-
pounder smooth bore gun and two
20-pounder breech loading guns.
Her three masts wore a barque
rigged sail plan. She was finally sold
into civilian service in 1881.
Following the Suez Canal incident
Captain Nares continued his service
in the Royal Navy. He was involved
in much further hydrographical
work and oceanographic
exploration, going on to make
many discoveries. We will discuss
much of his future career which
would eventually lead to his
promotion to Rear Admiral in 1887
and Vice-Admiral in 1892.

HMS Newport after entering
civilian service was re-named
several times, changed owners and
was used for Arctic exploration. She
finally ended up in Russian
ownership and was then named the

Svyataya Annaa (Saint Anne). The
Russian explorer, Georgy Brusilov,
employed her in 1912 to explore the
North East passage between the
Atlantic and Pacific. In October
1912 she became ice-locked in the
Kara Sea off the Yamal Peninsula.
The ship was well stocked with

supplies and the crew expected that
they would be released in the next
year’s thaw. However, this did not
happen and they remained trapped
through 1913 into 1914. Supplies
were now almost exhausted and
scurvy broke out and their situation
became desperate. Just one officer
and a crewman attempted and
succeeded in trekking to safety on
foot, they were the sole survivors.
The vessel and all her remaining
crew completely disappeared, and
not until 2010 was any trace
discovered. Bones of a crew-
member with various artefacts and
a logbook were finally discovered
on Franz Joseph Land. The
unfortunate crew must have
suffered a terrible fate resembling
that of members of the better
known Franklin expedition.
Traditionally it has been held that
to change the name of a ship would
bring bad luck to that vessel. This
seems to be confirmed by the
present case, the ship that started
life named Newport was first
changed to Pandora II then became
Blencathra and finally ended up as
Svyataya Anna. In her final name
she encountered a most unfortunate
end.

(To Be Continued)

The opening of the Suez canal

Commander Nares
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Llantarnam Abbey was
founded in 1179 as a
Cistercian Monastery and
daughter house of Strata
Florida Abbey.

In 1554 the Abbey and its
estate was bought by William
Morgan, who built a house on
the same site using abbey
materials. William Morgan may
also have been responsible for
the construction of the barn.
Edward Morgan added to the
house in the early 17th century
and then nothing more was
done to it until the early 19th
century when Reginald Blewitt
inherited it. He restored the
house, made alterations to the
park and built the garden. The
huge cost (£60,000) led to his
bankruptcy and breakdown. In
1895 the house and park were
bought by Sir Clifford Cory, who
wanted 'atmosphere', and lived
here as a recluse. His main
alterations were to the garden,
and it is possible that the
addition of an arch in the
eastern gable of the barn dates
from this period.

During WW2 the house was
used by the RAF and US
troops, and the grounds and
parkland were converted to
temporary camps for US troops
in the build-up to D-Day. In
1946 the Sisters of St. Joseph
bought the Abbey and part of
the park, and they are still in
residence.

Aims and Objectives of the
Project

The Llantarnam Tithe Barn
Project has been devised with
the primary aim of saving this
nationally significant building
from collapse and finding a new

and sustainable use for the
former monastic and
agricultural structure. The
Friends group has a vision to
create a space within the
building that would be suitable
for a range of events, activities,
exhibitions etc., whilst also
preserving the historic character
of the structure. Discussions are
at an early stage but have
centred around proposals to
create a roof covering over the
western end of the barn to
allow it to be used in all
weathers, while consolidating
the walls at the eastern end as
a standing ruin.

The consolidation of the
building will provide multiple

opportunities for training,
upskilling and education. The
use of traditional building
techniques in the consolidation
of the building will provide
opportunities for
apprenticeships and voluntary
activities, and it is the ambition
of the friends group that, where
practical, trainees and
volunteers will form the bulk of
the workforce.

In order to understand more
about the history of the building
and its context as series of
archaeological projects will be
carried out. These will be
supervised by professionals but
carried out by volunteers and
students, providing valuable
opportunities for people to
engage in research, survey and
excavation. This will have the
added benefit of enhancing the
recorded history of the site and,
potentially, informing new
designations.

The friends group will work with
local Wildlife Trusts to enhance
the environment around the
barn, creating new habitat,
monitoring existing species and
controlling invasive species,
such as Himalayan balsam.

In order to consolidate ideas for
future uses of the barn the
Friends group will carry out a
series of consultations with
local people and local and
national organisations to
understand what kind of space
they would be interested in
using. Please contact us if you
would like to help with the
project or have a potential use
for the building on
Llantarnam.abbey.tithe.
barn@hotmail.com

Llantarnam Abbey Tithe Barn
Restoration Project 
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www.ableworld.co.uk
Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area

approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser

NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 

*VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details

MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price.

Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store

Insurance/Warranty is arranged by Ableworld UK Ltd and provided through Mark Bates 

Ltd t/a Premier Care, Premier House, Londonthorpe Road, Grantham, Lincs, NG31 9SN 

who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 308390.

Calls made to this number may be recorded for monitoring and quality purposes

facebook.com/
ableworld

twitter.com/
AbleworldUK

Economy BathliftPrestbury Soft Touch Luxury
                      Riser Recliner Chair • Maximum legroom, high backrest and 

a longer seat for added support
• Assists with comfortable bath transfers

SALE

£179*SALE

£1095*

BIGGEST
Ever SALE

RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS
STRAIGHT - FROM ONLY £495    CURVED - FROM ONLY £1995

INCLUDES FITTING AND WARRANTY

STAIRLIFTS
NEW STRAIGHT

£2995FROM ONLY

NEW CURVED
£1245FROM ONLY

(PLUS £100 IN 
GIFT VOUCHERS)

(PLUS £200 IN 
GIFT VOUCHERS)

24 Hour Callout 
Services

We have people on the 

phone 24 hours a day,

7 days a week plus 

overnight & weekend 

support.

Often fitted next day

FREEPHONE
0800 096 5440

(Above subject to availability)

SAVE

£70
On Previous Price

SAVE

£200
On Previous Price

SAVE

£15
On Previous Price

SALE

£59.99*

Tri Walker with Seat Calverly Adjustable Bed

Rascal Pioneer Road Scooter 

Ultralite 480 Boot Scooter Bexton Riser Recliner Chair

• Easy to manoeuvre, durable steel frame
• Handy side pockets for carrying essentials
• Includes a bag which folds when stored away

SAVE

£40
On MRP

SAVE

up to £50
On Previous Price

ONLY

£39.99*

SALE

£199*

4 Wheel Walker (Steel)

Ultra Lightweight Wheelchair

• Easily manoeuvrable
• Includes a tray, basket 

and walking stick holder

• Nylon upholstered seat, 
back and arm pads 
giving maximum comfort

• Available in transit and 
self propel

• Available in two sizes; 
17” and 20”

• Max User Weight:
 18-20 stone

• Ideal for those who suffer from asthma, MS, back 
pain or circulation problems

• Promotes good posture and spinal support
• Available as a divan base or shallow bed with legs

SAVE

£20
On Previous Price

SALE

£479*

• Compact and lightweight
• Easily dismantled
• Ideal for visiting friends, family 

walks or trips into town
• Max Range: 8 miles

SAVE

£100
On Previous Price

SAVE

£70
On Previous Price

SALE

£595*
SALE

£279*

• Robust and stylish
• Front and rear coil-

spring suspension
• Adjustable seat 

which slides to 
allow more leg 
room

• Max Range:
 35 miles

SAVE

£200
On Previous Price

SALE

£1995*

• Ideal for those with 
limited mobility, MS, 
Arthritis and Rheumatism

• Easy to wipe clean
• Comfortable soft seat 

and back cushion for 
user comfort

• Max User Weight:
 22 stone

NEW

• Soft fibre-filled two tier 
back for extra comfort

• Comes in a hard 
wearing luxurious soft 
touch fabric

• Max User Weight:
 25 stone

DUAL 
MOTOR
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B R I D G E N D
A B L E W O R L D

Bridgend Shopping Centre, Brackla Street,
Bridgend, Wales, CF31 1DD

Tel: (01656) 856696
info@ableworldbridgend.co.uk

Opposite Wilko’s

C A R D I F F
A B L E W O R L D

Penarth Road Retail Park
Penarth Road, Cardiff, CF11 8EF

Tel: (02921) 321072
info@ableworldcardiff.co.uk

Next to the Bath Store

Further details on all our stores can be found on: www.ableworld.co.uk
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREEPHONE
0800 999 2259
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R Howells
Plumbing & Heating Services

Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
for a free friendly quote

No Job
Too

Small!

l Central Heating Systems
l New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation, including 

Plastering & Tiling
l All Aspects of Plumbing Services
l 24 hour callout, 365 days per year
l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years Experience

FULLY INSURED

T
he highest upstream of
the series of dams in the
Elan Valley, is often

referred to as the 'top dam'. It
is located at a height of 1040
feet (317m) above sea level. As
with all the dams, work started
with the arrival of the railway
line at the site. Work on
excavating the foundations for

a secure base for the structure
started in July 1897, some
three years after the start of
work on the lowest dam at
Caban Coch.
Craig Goch is seen by many as
the most attractive of the
dams, with an elegantly curved
retaining wall and a series of
arches. It has a domed valve

tower and the structure is
typical of the 'Birmingham
Baroque' style of much of the
waterworks scheme.
When we visited the dam in
February 2014 the water was
cascading over the top and
down the spillways. Well worth
and trip and only 1 ½ hours
from Newport.

Reservoirs in Wales

07725
888070

01633
892771

�Advertise 
your business

from only

£45
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk
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WT Laminates - Worktop Specialist

Units 10-12 Newport Business Park, Corporation Road,
Newport NP19 4RF 01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk

www.wtlaminates.co.uk

LAMINATES LTD

WT

l OPEN TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC  l EASY PARKING

PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM

STRUGGLING TO FIND TIME TO VISIT US?
Use the calculator on our website to receive samples and obtain an on-line quote www.wtlaminates.co.uk

New Year 
New Worktops?

Established 1974

l Laminate and
solid surfaces

l Cutting and
Fitting services

Opening Hours 
Monday–Thursday 8.00am–5.00pm  

Friday 8.00am–4.30pm Saturday 9.00am–1.00pm

Tristone Worktops recently fabricated and
installed for Mrs Martin of Bassaleg

ASK ABOUT OUR 
JANUARY PROMOTIONS!

Worktops manufactured by our highly
skilled workforce. 



There we go! Another year is almost out, and, as
usual, we’re not stuck for something to write
about! 
One of us retired from the steel industry in 2003

after 40 years, and promptly bought a brand new

car, an absolutely brilliant Ford Focus estate

(CE03). That car had to be retired, exhausted,

after about seven years and 273,000 miles.

The stats relating to the next car, a Ford C-

max are beyond recall, but from memory are

not quite so frightening. There was then another C-max (CE11)

which also was retired, in October after 193,000 miles, to be

replaced by yet another one. One thing is clear, these cars have

accumulated well over half a million miles between them. At

least 80% of this relates directly to our rescue work, and

includes ‘the afters’ by which we mean either releasing a bird

into the most appropriate location, or, if necessary hospitalising

it. The latest vehicle to join us on the treadmill is yet another C-

max, we have to say they have all been excellent from the point

of view of comfort, economy and reliability, as has the back-up

received from the staff at Newport Ford. A most sincere ‘Thank

you’ to all concerned for that.

With this latest car (CE67), we have entered a new era, that of

satnav! A part of so many calls requesting assistance has been

the offer of a postcode which, in the past, we have usually

declined because we have depended entirely on a

comprehensive collection of A-Z Street and Ordnance Survey

maps and a lifetime of successful map reading; we still have all

of those, but held in reserve.

Much of our time in October and November has been taken up

dealing with this year’s cygnets in distress. Thus it was the last

mission for which the most recent old car was required involved

a young (2018) cygnet which must have taken off from within

the Cardiff Bay lagoon and landed on the A4232 Link Road just

short of the Butetown Tunnels. At some point, we can only

guess the details, it was seriously injured, sustaining a broken

leg. By the time we arrived, it was struggling to get back onto

the water through the railings on the pavement on the east-

bound side of the carriageway; mercifully, there was no way he

SWAN RESCUE

And So Another Year
Ends; How Worrying
Is That?

20 swdirectories.com January/February 2019



SWAN RESCUE
could succeed; CE11’s final trip

was, therefore to take this poor

little bird for treatment at the

National Swan Sanctuary at

Shepperton.

The following day, we parted

with CE11 and took delivery of

CE67, to be followed the very

next day with a mission to the

Teifi Estuary beyond Cardigan.

Satnav came into its own on

this very first trip mainly

because of the road closures

necessitated by the very heavy

rain the week before. The story

of the swan we had to rescue

was peculiar to say

the least. James

and his partner

live on a boat

moored in the

estuary. A few

months prior, they

had

rescued/befriended

an adult swan they

had spotted in a

reed bed near their

mooring. It appeared

to be scruffy, in

generally poor

condition and

underweight. Over the

following weeks they fed him, it

seems to the point at which the

swan preferred their company

to that of the other swans on

the estuary. Crazy though it may

sound, it seems he had

forgotten how to be a wild

swan. With James’ travel plans

for the forthcoming winter in

mind spending it in Greece, it

was agreed it would be best to

relocate the bird to Shepperton

which we duly did some few

days later.

Excitement in the following

days included, on two separate

occasions, swans ‘down’ on the

west-bound M4 and A48. In the

latter case the bird had flown

before we

arrived, but in

the other there

was a

significant

build up of

traffic,

potentially

making it

extremely

difficult to

progress

quickly to the

precise location where our

experience could be put to

effective use. Needless to say,

the Motorway Police and Traffic

Officers were greatly relieved

when we did finally turn up. In

the event neither was too bad

unlike on one occasion a few

years ago when a major

incident occurred on the A40 at

Ross-on-Wye, on the bridge

over the river itself; it took

nearly an hour to complete the

last mile to the scene.

With the benefit of hindsight,

the implications of the case of

the swan on the motorway are

sad. A day later it was reported

the adult male, the cob, from a

family with its territory at Coed

Kernew had gone missing. This

is a most unusual thing to have

happened, a very well

established family comprising

an adult pair and four cygnets.

This is the time of year when

the young are starting to

disperse, either of their own

accord, or being ‘encouraged’

to do so especially by the cob.

We’ve never come across a

case of an adult leaving like

this. Sadly, we’ve been left

wondering whether or not the

swan on the motorway could

have been him. Having released

this bird at Channel View in

Grangetown, we have been

hoping ever since he would fly

back, something we do know a

swan is well capable of, but so

far it hasn’t happened in this

case. In the meantime, we

continue to keep an eye on

what is now a ‘one parent

family’ resident near Coed

Kernew. 

Story by Peter, photographs
by Ellen. For swan and all
other wildlife problems please
contact Peter & Ellen on
01633 895241 or 07802 472788

Coed Kernew family

before cob 

disappeared.

Cygnet which crash

landed on Butetown Link

Road and Subsequently

suffered a 

broken leg
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Blaenrhondda
Waterfalls
From Merthyr Tydfil, take the A465 to towards
Hirwaun, then take the winding A4061 Rhigos Road
to Blaenrhondda. Take the B4522 to Blaencwm and
follow the signs for Waterfall car park. Follow the
footpath along the left side of the stream up to the
Nant Melyn waterfall. It is possible to see the Nant
Carnfoesen waterfall from the path, but for the best
view, cross the stream just upstream of the tiny
reservoir and head up the left bank of the other
stream that enters the reservoir. Follow it up to the
waterfall but there is no proper path to this point.

The Waterfall Wanderer.



Leaky Shower???
We have a 

Shower Pod Solution

We also offer a full design service using the latest 
3D Software to visualise designs.

Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers 

and much, much more.

Are you fed up 
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from 
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod. 

Supplied and fitted from 

£1595.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

� Quick Installation
� Minimum disruption 
� Completely leak free construction
� Say goodbye to silicone and grout
� No mould or bacteria
� Easy to clean

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

SALE
NOW
ON



0800 007 5733
www.resindrives.co.uk

OVER 20,000 INSTALLATIONS NATIONWIDE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT MORE

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE AND SURVEY

 Insurance backed guarantee. 
 Over 10 years experience.

Our bespoke resin bound 
surfaces are porous so they are 
environmentally-friendly, 
puddle-free and slip-resistant. 
Ideal for extra parking space, 
landscaped pathways and 
beautiful patios.

Save on energy bills with 
insulated garage doors.

Temperature-controlled 
living spaces.

Wide range of colour 
and style options.

State of the art security 
features.

Introducing Go 
Garage Doors

to measure.

doors as standard.

art additional 
features.

Approved Materials & Systems
Cert No. 18/5476 

*Resindrives.co.uk is a trading name of resindrives.co.uk ltd. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (FRN 436 5) We are a credit broker and not a lender, we offer 

credit facilities from a panel of lenders. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply.  

Transform your 
home’s kerb appeal

AND PAY 
NOTHING 

BUY*

 NOW
2020UNTIL 

ORDER 
NOW AND 
WE'LL PAY 
YOUR VAT
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