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Welcome!
A big thank you to all the community groups who kindly responded to our
recent email regarding the What’s On pages. A full list of local events,
activities and groups are now available on our website -
swdirectories.com.  

We are a small independent business and make a huge effort to produce
and deliver the magazines to as many people as possible, it takes a great
deal of commitment and dedication to keep the production going and we
always value and appreciate the positive feedback we receive.  

Our aim is to provide an informative and interesting magazine that
positively contributes to both community life and local businesses.  

We rely totally on the revenue from the advertising to keep the magazine
in production and need local businesses to support us as much as they
possibly can. Please get in touch if you would like to advertise with us.  

Advertising in the Directories has proved successful for so many of our
advertisers, some have been with us since the very first magazine 
in May 2006.  

A huge thank you to all our advertisers - we are grateful for all 
your support.

Best wishes

Advertising enquiries: 

Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771

or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE SEPT / OCT EDITION - TUESDAY 30th JULY

Editor: Susan Woolford
Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford

The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 
All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 

. 
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Find us at 57 Tredegar Street, Risca, Newport, NP11 6BW
For more information or to book a consultation you can contact us via:

Phone: 01633 615993/07510181667  Email: collettechiro@hotmail.com  FB: @RiscaChiropractic

CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT EFFECTIVE FOR:
• Back pain • Neck pain • Shoulder and elbow pain • Headaches
• Muscle and joint pain • Pregnancy related back pain • Knee and ankle pain • Sports Injuries

Check out our website for more details www.riscachiropractor.co.uk

Chiropractors use a range of techniques to reduce pain, improve function and increase mobility.
Chiropractic treatment mainly involves safe, often gentle, specific spinal manipulation to free joints in the

spine or other areas of the body that are not moving properly. Apart from manipulation, chiropractors
may use a variety of techniques including massage, ice, heat, ultrasound, exercise and acupuncture as

well as advice about posture and lifestyle.

Other Therapies now 
available at clinic: 
• Chiropody 
• Complementary Therapy 
• Sports Massage 
• Hypnotherapy
• Counselling
• Nutritional Therapy 
• Shockwave Therapy



a quick Google search reveal that many of 
those could date from the early part of the 
20th century.

with “…ERCAR…” on it. It was probably a bottle 
from the Gwyddon Vale Mineral Water Company that 
operated in Abercarn from 1880-1920. The bottle itself 
would have been a Codd bottle made by Cannington & 
Shaw in St. Helens, Lancashire.

None of us is an expert on the history of glass, so 

date back to Victorian times. 
We have also had a second foray onto the hill with 

him and found a great deal more. Together we will be 

will publish it on our website in due course.
I can promise you we won’t be pursuing the person 

who dumped any of these bottles, or their descendants, 

will we still be able to claim back the deposit?
Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit 
for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last Sunday 
of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all 

around up there. We organise walks and other events up 
the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year 
so watch our website and Facebook page for details. 
www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

A few examples from the “Twmbarlwm hoard”

Our litterpick at the end of April was very well 
attended, which allowed us the opportunity to 
split the group of volunteers and get a gang to 
the top of the mountain to do a job we have been 
planning on doing for the past few months.

That task was to pick up the vast amount of broken 

summer. Clearing away the glass was needed for both 
public safety and the fact that it presents the potential 

summer sun.
Half a dozen of us spent a couple of hours up there 

and each of us collected half a bucket of glass shards. 
I must stress here that we all used pick-up sticks and 
thick gloves – picking up broken glass can be an 
extremely hazardous task if not tackled with care and 
it’s not an exercise for small children. 

When we got the glass back down the hill I just 
couldn’t bring myself to simply dump it all in the 
recycling for collection, so we sifted through it and 
found that each shard must reveal a part of our social 
history. To our inexpert eyes much of the glass 
was quite thick and with a green hue to it, 
suggesting it is of considerable age and 
giving us further proof that people have 
been climbing Twmbarlwm with their 
picnics for many generations.

The bottles were all shapes and sizes – there 

there was also some examples of Codd-Neck bottles – 
a type of bottle that used a glass-marble as a stopper.

On many pieces you can make out parts of words 
such as:- “..aber…”, “…rtons…”, “…ercar…”, “…
BRO…”, “…miner…” – and we spent a while guessing 
what some of these could be.

The most common wording we could decipher on 
the shards were “Newport and Merthyr Bottle Co.” and 

The Twmbarlwm 
Glass Collection
Postive proof that the iconic mountain-top has been a popular 
destination for picnickers since Victorian times

Gang of CTS volunteers clearing away decades of 
broken glass from the top of Twmbarlwm
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ELECTRICAL
Efficient, Reliable, 

Exceptional Service,

Local Tradesman.

From a complete

rewire to just fitting a

light up we do it all 

including 

certificates.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

PETER LOWE

BUILDING SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

� New Fuse boxes � Inspection Certificates
� Complete Rewires � Extra Sockets
� All lighting � Electric Showers
� Small and big jobs

Please take a look at my website

www.peterlowebuildingservices.co.uk

Contact Peter 07920762843
Email peteressw@aol.com

Peter Lowe Building Services is a Part P Approved Contractor.

Government Approved Registration Scheme for Electrical Installers 

ww

w.nightowlz-locks.com

24 HOUR LOCKSMITH

nightowlz@virginmedia.com
Serving Risca and South East Wales

Sorry, we do not cut car or house keys
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Beatrice Cutler BSc Hons  
mBANT,  CNHC Registered  
Nutritional Therapist  

07964800523 / 01633 615993 

AFFINITY 
NUTRITION

www.affinitynutrition.co.uk 

Dietary change can support  IBS symptoms, weight
issues, migraine, infertility, allergies 

and many more…. 

Special Introductory offer  

Diet Makeover £40 

Helping you achieve change through
dietary changes

Now at Risca Chiropractic Clinic!  

57 Tredegar St, Risca 



At the recent Annual General
Meeting of Risca East
Community Council, Mr Rob
Derraven agreed to continue
in the role of Chair and we
would like to congratulate and
thank him for his steadfast
leadership during the past two
years. Congratulations also to
Cllr Arianna Leonard for being
nominated and accepted as
Vice Chair for 2019/2020
taking over from Community
Councillor John Blackburn.
Grateful thanks to John for his
dedication over recent years
and rest assured, he remains a
valuable member of the
Community Council.
The AGM was short and sweet
which allowed us time to
discuss what we would like to
achieve during 2019/2020. Our
draft action plan includes:
• Encouraging local charities

and groups to apply for
financial support, as this is
one of the main reasons for
Risca East Community
Council’s existence.

• Funding and siting a
defibrillator in the area.

• Taking an equal part in
activities with Risca Town
Council such as the Risca
Summer Festival and the
Armistice and
Commemoration Service.

• Planning activities for children,
families and residents of Risca
East to attend, free of charge,
for everyone to feel part of the
community.

• The purchase of the long-
awaited Risca East Christmas
tree.

• Organising the ‘official’ switch

on of the Christmas lights
along Elm Drive together with,
what appears to have become
a bit of a tradition, the
children’s fancy-dress party in
partnership with St David’s
Church.

We are really looking forward to
developing links with the
residents of Risca East in the
coming twelve months and we
would like to thank everyone
who has helped and supported
us during 2018/2019; it has been
very much appreciated and we
hope it continues.
If you wish to appeal for financial
support for a local club, society
or charity, etc. please email our
Clerk, Mr Gwyn James on
riscaeastcommunity
council@outlook.com or write to
him at 13, Cherry Tree Road,
Pontllanfraith, Blackwood, NP12
2PY.
The Community Council meets
regularly on the third Thursday
of the month at 5.30pm, except
August, and holds its meetings
in St David’s Church on Thistle

Way, Ty Sign and members of
the public are very welcome to
observe proceedings. Meetings
and dates of events are
advertised on our notice boards
throughout the area: one outside
St David’s Church on Thistle
Way, one near the ‘Top Shops’
on Elm Drive leading to Holly
Road, another at the junction of
Channel View and Manor Road
and one by the bus stop at the
bottom of Herbert Avenue.
Our contact details can be found
on: http://your.caerphilly.gov.uk/
riscaeastcc/content/
councillors together with
agendas, minutes and statement
of accounts produced by the
Clerk of the Council, Mr Gwyn
James. You can also keep up to
date with what we are planning
and updates on events in our
friendly community of Risca East
and beyond by following us on
Facebook. It would be
appreciated if you would join,
like and share to spread the
word with your friends of what
we are up to!

Welcome to 
Risca East Community Council 
Newsletter

6 swdirectories.com July/August 2019
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Unit 9 Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca NP11 6NP

ROOFING
n Tiling 
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
n New Build 
n Extensions 
n Renovations 
n Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
n Gutter repair
n UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE



RISCA MUSEUM

Luftwaffe Drop Bombs and
Leaflets on Rogerstone

'Hitler's Last Appeal to
Reason'
During two Luftwaffe bombing
raids over South Wales on the
evening of Saturday, 3rd August
1940, one stray aircraft dropped
a quantity of propaganda leaflets
over Rogerstone: the leaflets
were printed English copies of a
speech given by Adolf Hitler
before members of the
Reichstag, Berlin, on 19th July
1940.

An Early Warning
There were two early siren
warnings during the late hours of
that Saturday evening, the
second warning lasting about
three-quarters of an hour. In due
course the sound of high flying
aircraft could be heard overhead
and the pilots received a 'warm'
reception for the night sky above
Rogerstone was soon lit by the
flashes of anti-aircraft guns and
searchlights.
As the bombing raid abated,
Rogerstone residents once
again heard a warning siren and
again fearing another air-raid
that night sort safe shelter. A
stray aircraft was seen flying
overhead and the residents later
reported to the authorities of
seeing ‘bombs’ dropping but
hearing no explosions!
The following morning local
police and air-raid wardens,
while investigating possible
damage to local properties,
discovered propaganda leaflets
littered about the district. One
leaflet was caught in a tree
branch and the Argus reported:
'there was competition for this
copy'.

A Last Appeal
The leaflets dropped and
collected were each of four
pages measuring 12 inches by
18 inches. The cover page was
headlined: 'A Last Appeal to
Reason by Adolph Hitler: - A
Speech before the Reichstag,
19th July, 1940.’
One bale of leaflets had failed to
open and nearby there were
slats of wood held by strands of
wire used to hold the bundle of
leaflets together. In another local
district, leaflets were scattered in
fields and hedgerows while in
Exeter a quantity of leaflets fell
on a sewage farm.
A railway employee, working a
night-shift at the marshalling
yards close to Rogerstone’s
aluminium works, recalls a bale
of leaflets crashing onto the roof
of a ‘gangers’ shed located near
the rail-sidings. The bale of
propaganda leaflets landed
heavily, crashing through the tin
roof and rebounding off the
shoulder of a workmate who
was sheltering in the shed. It

was recorded that the ‘ganger’
suffered from mild shock and
bruising but soon recovered to
continue his duties.
Local police and military
personnel hurriedly scoured the
district in an attempt to collect
and destroy the leaflets before
they were read by the local
populace. Quick-action by
Rogerstone’s residents and
railway-yard workers had
hurriedly spent Sunday morning
souvenir-hunting by climbing
trees and walking the
hedgerows in order to add the
collected leaflets to their war-
time scrapbooks.

For the Benefit of War
Charities
Some days later the South
Wales Argus reported two
postmen had also collected
propaganda leaflets only to
advertise and sell the leaflets to
souvenir hunters. The twenty-
five shillings proceeds were
donated to the British War
Charity!
Not to be outdone, leaflets
dropped over Rogerstone were
collected by residents and later
sold by Lady Seager from a stall
on the roadside outside her
home at Castleton. It was
reported that a considerable
sum of money was raised to
support the Newport and Cardiff
Spitfire Fund.
A leaflet dropped on Rogerstone
during the night of 3rd August,
1940, can be viewed in the War
Room entrance at Risca
Museum which is open every
Saturday from 10am to
12.30pm.

Leaflet recovered by the late Mr. Reginald Parsons. Donated by Mr. Alan Parsons to Risca Museum.
Article written by Malc Johnson.
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Proud to be
Endorsed

�  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
�  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
�  Upholstery and Leather Suites
�  Carpets & Rugs
�  Competitive Prices
�  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
�  Free Surveys/Estimates
�  Full Liability Insurance
�  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490

Brighten up your home for Summer
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Alpha Property Maintenance
A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ

HANDYMAN SERVICES
� Carpentry � General DIY � Plastering � Rendering  

� All Types of Property Maintenance Work � All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani

Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168

NO JOB
TOO

SMALL

FREE
no obligation
quote on all

work

FREE UNDERLAY
UPGRADE WITH
PROMO CODE 

SS19
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Warm 
Weather, 
Longer 
Days & 
Attractive 
Houses
Summer is here and it’s a great time 
of the year to think about selling your 
home. Even here in Risca the weather 
is warmer; you can enjoy the longer 
evenings and generally we all tend to 
be in much better moods.

Houses look at their best with blue skies, 
green lawns and colourful fl owerbeds. 
Both when photographed and in person 
and although they say you shouldn’t 
judge a book by its cover, it is the fi rst 
impressions that will attract potential 
buyers, so the joys of the summer do help.

Our Top Tips for Selling 
Your House in the Summer
Keep the Colours Neutral
Everyone has their own tastes and don’t try to please all. When you 

are preparing your house to go on the market use neutral paints 

as this will not only make the property look light, bright and fresh 

it will help any potential buyers to picture themselves and their 

belongings living in your home.

De-Clutter 
Clutter makes rooms look smaller, might well distract your viewers 

and means you must pack even more items when you move! 

Fresh Air and Sunlight
Open all your curtains and blinds and if safe to do so, leave your 

windows open. Fresh air and sunlight will help bring your house 

to life and help to show off  the size of your rooms.

Deodorise Your House
You will love your family pets and be accustomed to their smells, 

but your potential buyers might not be so keen. If you can, ask 

friends/family to look after them before the viewing so you can air 

your house and don’t to empty your house bins regularly in the 

summer months and try to avoid cooking strong smelling foods 

shortly before a visit.

Added Extra Tip
According to NAEA Propertymark freshening up your bathroom 

is a small but inexpensive job which could have a huge impact on 

viewers.

Add a green, leafy plant or a new white shower curtain to revitalise 

the room. Th en clear away toiletries from view and store them in a 

cupboard whilst ensuring the toilet, bath, shower, sink and mirrors 

are spotlessly clean. Put a new toilet roll in the holder and hang 

out a clean hand towel as a fi nishing touch.

Book A Free Valuation and Let Us Help You to Sell Your House
To receive your FREE non-obligatory valuation by an experienced estate agent not an online 

calculator, please get in touch and a member of our team will be happy to help you. 

Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

Tel: 01633 262628    Email: sales@kingston-newell.com    www.kingston-newell.com



In May 1851, tenders were
invited for the erection of a
new WESLEYAN CHAPEL at
RISCA. On Tuesday the 2nd
September 1851, following
the laying of the foundation
stone of the new Chapel,
William C. Webb, the mayor of
Newport, was presented with
a very handsome and
elaborately-wrought silver
trowel, with an inscription and
crest. The Chapel, built to
replace a smaller one erected
in 1837, was known as the
Wesley Chapel. In 1932 it was
renamed as St. John’s, and in
1962, following the
amalgamation of the three
Methodist churches in
Risca, the Trinity. In
1991 the building
was sold to the
Coptic
Church
and

today
is known as The

Church of St Mary and St
Mercurius.
In July 1851, tenders were
invited for the erection of a new
PARISH CHURCH at RISCA. On
Thursday the 29th April 1852
the laying of the foundation
stone of the new Church took
place. The ceremony was
performed by the esteemed
lady of Sir Charles Morgan,
using a trowel described as a
silver implement of exquisite
workmanship engraved with the
inscription: - 
Presented to Lady Morgan of

Tredegar Park on laying the
foundation stone of the new
Church at Risca, Mon. April
29th, 1852.
The first service in the new
Church took place on the 22nd
December 1853. Known as the
Church of St Mary it replaced
the old church known as the
Church of St Michael.
In November 1882 the Risca
Public Hall Company was
formed. The major
shareholders were some of

the

most
influential men in the

district; they included Mr
George W. Wilkinson and Mr
Edmund H. Watts of Risca
Collieries, shop-keepers and
property owners, Mr Edward
Edwards and Mr Ernest
Allen Taylor, and doctors,
Robathan and Instance.
The Company was
setup to provide a hall
to be used for
concerts and other
public
entertainments,
and offices for the
Council, the
School Board
and the local
Freemasons.

Their intention was to secure a
site in the centre of Risca, near
the Church.
In October of 1893,
posters and local
newspapers
announced. -
The

Memorial
Stones of the

Risca Public and
Masonic Hall will be

laid on Wednesday,
October 31st 1883. Two

stones are to be laid, starting at
1 pm. The first of the stones
was laid by Mrs Watts, wife of
the local colliery owner, under
the stone a document was
placed containing a ‘statement
of facts’ associated with the
event, together with a glass
phial containing some coins.
The stone bore the inscription -
This stone was laid by Mrs
Watts, Devonhurst, London,
October 31, 1883. A Masonic
ceremony then took place

before the second stone was
laid by the Provincial Grand
Master Lieutenant Colonel
Lyne. The stone bore the
inscription – This stone
was laid by Lieutenant-
Colonel Lyne, P.G.M.,
Monmouth, Oct. 31,
1883.

During the laying
ceremony Silver
trowels were
presented to
Mrs Watts,
Colonel Lyne
and the

Where have all the
Trowels gone?

By Bernard Osment

12 swdirectories.com



architect of the building, Mr
George Rosser. Eight months
later on Wednesday the 2nd
July 1884, Mr E. H. Watts, the
chairman of the London and
South Wales Colliery Company,
who was not only one of the
largest subscribers, but also
gave the land on which the hall
was built, performed the
opening ceremony with a gold
key presented to him by Mr
Wilkinson.
In the early hour of Monday the
18th October 1891 the River
Ebbw, in full flood, undermined
the structure and practically
destroyed the Primitive
Methodist Chapel. Built in 1846
and enlarged in 1867, the
chapel stood on the opposite
side of the river from where
Risca Fire Station stands today.
On the 5th September 1892, on
a site near the Public Hall, the
foundation stones of a new
school room, which would also
be used as a chapel by the
Primitive Methodists, were laid.
Stones were laid by Dr D.T.
Richards of Risca, Mr Frank
Whitmarsh of Risca, and by Mr
L. Bushell on behalf of himself,
teachers and children of the
Sunday School. As their fathers
were unable to attend, stones
were also laid by the daughter
of Major Williams of Newport,
the daughter of Mr George W.

Wilkinson and by Master Frank
Taylor son of Mr Edwin A.
Taylor. An elegant engraved
silver trowel, with ivory handle,

was presented to each one who
laid a stone.
Six smaller stones, on which
gold and silver coins were
deposited, were laid by the
children who had collected £1
and upwards for the building
fund. The stones bore the
names: - Misses F. Emery, E.A.
Smith, M.A. Milsome, and
Masters S. B. Dixon, E. H.
Brookman and A.H. Evans. On
the 31st October a further 10
inscribed small stones were laid
by children who had donated a
sovereign; Miss Ada Bushell,
and Messrs. A. Fry, D. Langford,
John Evans, G.J. Evans, F.
Hawkins, Jonah Sage, C.
Durbin, John Wilcox and
George Emery. 
In March 1893, tenders were
invited for the erection of a
BAPTIST CHAPEL at
Pontymister for the Trustees of
the Moriah Baptist Chapel,
Risca. On Wednesday the 9th
August 1893, on a site near
Risca Railway Station, the
ceremony of the laying of the
foundation stones of the Chapel
took place. The following laid
the fifteen stones upon which
their respective names were

inscribed; each was presented
with a handsome silver trowel: -
Mrs J.O. Jenkins, on behalf of
the Moriah and Cwm-y-nant
Schools; Evan Phillips Esq.,
Newbridge; Miss Edwards, Glyn
House; Alderman George
Jones, Abercarn; Mrs D.T.
Richards, Risca; Mrs G.W.
Wilkinson, Risca; Mrs E. A.
Taylor, Risca; Mr W. Rowe,
Mold, In memory of his father,
the Rev James Rowe; Mrs John
Pritchard, In memory of her
father, John Llewelyn; Miss
Broackes, Cross Keys; Mrs D.
W. James, Twyn Carn House
(laid by Miss James); Mrs
James Williams, Newport: Mrs
Watkin Williams, Pontypridd;
Mrs George Robathan; and
Councillor Edward Thomas of
Cardiff.
There was no mention of silver
trowels at the laying of the five
memorial foundation stones at
the Ty-Isaf Mission,
Pontymister, on the 2nd
October 1922. The stones, still
readable today, were laid on
behalf of: - The Band of Hope,
The Sunday School, Bethany
Baptist Church, The Choir and
the Christian Endeavour
Society.

Most of the inscriptions on the
Moriah stones are readable, and
a few of the Ebenezer.
Unfortunately the Public Hall
stones are unreadable and the
Wesleyan and St Mary stones
are hidden from view. How
many stones can you find? And
where have all the trowels
gone?
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Over 50 years experience in Interior Design. We invite
you to call into our showroom and chat with us about

your furnishing ideas
Our fabric displays are from carefully selected suppliers such
as Ashley Wilde, Clarke & Clarke, Belfield, Bill Beaumont to
name but a few, all of which offer immense inspiration. From
the initial selection of fabric to the final fitting stage, we offer
the highest standards and make sure that you will be pleased

with your choice.

Love your fabric choices for your made to 
measure curtains and blinds

MADE BY US IN HOUSE

Opening Hours: Monday Closed.  Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.  
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm.  Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk  email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA

Mob: 07887 677110

We love what we do - So will you! 

NEW BLIND 

CHOICES NOW IN
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving � Decking � Fencing � Driveways

Patios � Block paving � Tree work � Hedge cutting � Grass cutting

Pressure washing � Planting � Tidy ups � Invasive weed control

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You
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D 

W
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DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register



On Friday 12th April, a group of
six dancers and three
musicians travelled to the
Mercure Holland House Hotel
and Spa in Cardiff. This was to
provide entertainment at the
gala dinner for international
delegates attending the
Biofeedback Federation CIC
conference. The conference is
held in a different country
every two years, and the
organisers try to include
examples of local culture.
We put on a couple of
displays in between courses,
and when the meal had been
cleared away, taught a few
simple ceilidh dances on the
small dance floor to those
delegates who stayed up (it
was quite a late night).
Our next big event was Saturday
11th May at the 30th anniversary
Tredegar House Folk Festival. We
danced three spots, one in each
of the dance marquees plus one
outside in the Cotyledon food and
craft market. The weather was
fine and sunny thank goodness,
and the market (only there on the
Saturday) was a nice addition to
the festival. It is hoped that next
year it will be onsite both
Saturday and Sunday. Czech
dance side Matenik from Prague
was the international dance team,
they are always energetic with
colourful costumes, and with
Hevva from Cornwall and many
other local and English dance
teams, (26 in all) they took part in
the free dance displays over two
days. The concerts were bigger
and better than ever, with Welsh
folk award winners Alaw and
Calan headlining on Saturday and
Sunday respectively. There was
also a free concert and two open
mic sessions for music lovers.
The daily processions added

music and colour and there were
workshops, impromptu and
organised music sessions, a
children’s entertainer, craft stalls,
food vans, and of course real ale
and lager/soft drink bars.
The following weekend we
appeared at another festival, this
time in Bradford-on-Avon. We
danced two years ago at the
inaugural BoA Day of Dance and
were looking forward to a return
in 2018, when the organisers
realised the date clashed with the
royal wedding of Harry and
Meghan, they reluctantly decided
to cancel the event knowing few
people would be there. Happily,

renamed
as the BoA Green
Man Festival, it was
reinstated this year. Participating
teams are mainly drawn from the
three types of Morris dancing with
a few other dance styles thrown
in for contrast. Bradford-on-Avon
is a very pretty town and there
were plenty of people sitting in
the park and outside cafes
watching the dancing. It is hoped
the festival will grow in size year
on year.

Gwerinwyr Gwent Diary 

Gwerinwyr Gwent would love to recruit some new dancers, especially men! 
Welsh dance steps are basic and few, it is just the patterns of the dances that need to be learned. We
would also be delighted to welcome extra musicians to join our little band. Practice night is Thursday 

8-10pm at the Graig Community Hall, Bassaleg (opposite the Ruperra Arms). Either just come along, ring
01495 271953 for more details, or check out our website www.gwerinwyrgwent.org.uk or Facebook page.
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com
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LOTS OF EXCITING 
FREE EVENTS COMING 
TO KINGSWAY CENTRE 
THIS SUMMER

Be sure to follow us and keep a close eye 
on our website for the full details of events.

kingswaycentre.com
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Registered charity number: 1010576Find us on: /stdavids79@SDFHC

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 

For a free fundraising pack please contact us on 01633  851051  
or email fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org

Can you help us fundraise?  
Support our Unicorn Service - Help 
us give light to children in a hard time

#UnicornDay Throughout Summer 2019

#UnicornDay

Unicorn
Day
Supporting Children,
Young People & their Families

Throughout Summer 2019

The ‘Jam In’
Appeal

Jam In your 20p coins then 
return the jar to one of our 

outlets / charity shops. 

These jam jars perfectly fit 
£5 worth of 20p coins, the 
exact amount needed to 

treat a patient to afternoon 
tea, scones, jam, cream... 

the full works. 

01633 851051     stdavidshospicecare.org

Moonlight Walks I and II 12 July & 16 August 2019

Find us on:

Moonlight
Walks
Pen y Fan by the light 
of the moon
Fri 12 July 2019
Fri 16 August 2019

A night walk up Pen y Fan, the highest peak 
in the Brecon Beacons. Supported by 
Brecon Mountain Rescue
www.stdavidshospicecare.org  01633 851051
www.breconmrt.co.uk

Usk
Hospice
House

D
ay

Sponsored by

Benefitting

and other good local causes

Celebrating its 54th Annual Race on the 
River Wye, Monmouth. Build your own raft 
for the 6.5 mile course.

Monmouth 
Raft Race
Organised by Rotary Monmouth
Sunday 1st

September 2019

Organised by

Family 
festival at

the finish in

Whitebrook

For further information please call
Rotary Monmouth on 01600 712665
email monmouthraftrace@gmail.com

www.monmouthraftrace.com

Monmouth Raft Race Sunday 1 September 2019

EarlyDiscountComplete the form 
overleaf & enter 

before June 1st for£40.00

Monmouth

Zipwire & Swing Saturday 7 September 2019

Zipwire 
& Swing
Sat 7th September 2019
11am - 1:30pm
The National Diving 
& Activity Centre
Limited Spaces!
£20 Registration Fee 
£75 Minimum Sponsorship

Raise over £100 and receive a ‘free’ 
St David’s Hospice Care t-shirt or snood!

01633 851051
www.stdavidshospicecare.org  
Registered charity number: 1010576 In Partnership with: Find us on:

Sunday 21 July 2019
The Celtic Manor Resort

Raising funds for

Tickets
£50 per adult 
£20 12 & under
Tickets include: Welcome  drink, 
Canapés’, Al Fresco BBQ & Pulled Pork Rolls 
in the evening
Featuring
Charity Auction & Balloon raffl e with some 
fantastic prizes!

For more information
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
Tel: 01633 851051 
Email: hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Headline Act

PLUS MUSIC FROM LOCAL BANDS 
& ENTERTAINMENT FROM 2PM - LATE

BIG MACS WHOLLY 
SOUL BAND

Sponsored by Supported byFind us on: #Rocktheroof

Charity Golf Days  12 September 2019

Charity
Golf Days
Thursday 12 September 2019

Newport Golf Club
9am onwards

Registered charity number: 1010576 Find us on:

£200 per team - 4 Ball
www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 851051    hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Transporter Bridge Abseil Saturday 5 October 2019

Transporter
Bridge Abseil
Sat 5th October 2019
The Transporter Bridge, 
Newport
£30 Entry Fee
Superhero fancy dress 100% optional

Can you be a hero
for your local hospice?
Climb 278 steps, Abseil 178 feet (Free-fall)!
www.stdavidshospicecare.org  
01633 851051
Registered charity number: 1010576

Ph
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o 
C
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t: 
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v S
an

dh
u

Find us on:

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

Supporting Hospice Care 
in our community

Your Local 
Hospice Lottery

Licensed and regulated by the Gambling Commission. Licence No. 004874. 
Website: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk  Promoter: St David’s Foundation 
Hospice Care, Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH. Registered Charity 
No. 1010576.   Responsible Person: Kris Broome. Must be 16 or over to play. 
Underage gambling is an offence.

50

Find us on:

£1
per week

Join
Today!k

21

28

9

42

33

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

£1,000

£500

£10

First prize
£1000!
£500 Second Prize

£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10

24 
weekly
prizes

Find us on:

By supporting the work of St David’s Hospice Care, you are making a positive difference to patients and their 
families throughout Newport, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Torfaen and South / Mid Powys. Funds raised provide 

comprehensive palliative care and support to patients and their families at a very diffi cult time of their lives. Our aim 
is to ensure patients have ‘real’ choice to receive individual tailored care, surrounded by friends and families.

Take part 

in a local 

collection

Sign up to EasyFundraisingeasyfundraising.ork.uk/causes/sdhc

Join our

Lottery
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Community Events

See our website for a full list of
what’s on locally. 

www.swdirectories.com

What’s On

THE NATIONAL 
GARDENS SCHEME
Sunday 18th August 1.30pm-5.00pm
Croesllanfro Farm, Groes Road, Rogerstone,

Newport NP10 9GP
The National Gardens Scheme has donated over £42.5
million to nominated beneficiaries since it was founded 

in 1927. Please come along and support the NGS.

Unusual plants and Homemade Teas for sale
Let the children run around and have fun trying the 

Kidz Quiz.
For more information on gardens
open go to: www.ngs.org.uk
Directions: From Cefn Walk go over
canal bridge at the 14 Locks, stay on
the lane for 1/4 mile, white stones on
island, Croesllanfro Farm is in front
of you.

ADMISSION £4.50 CHILDREN FREE

Barry & 
Liz Davies 

01633 
894057

Places of 
Worship

See our website for a 
full list of local church
services and activities. 

www.swdirectories.com

Western Valley
Camera Club

Western Valley Camera Club is one of the leading 
Camera Clubs in South Wales. 

We meet on a Thursday evening at Cross Keys Rugby

Club and operate for people who are interested in 

photography and wish to develop and enhance new and

existing skills.

The club holds meetings throughout the year on a variety

of topics and aims to provide a varied programme which

features the following broad topic areas:

• Competitions 

• Practical sessions

• Demonstrations

• Talks and presentations from members and quality

external speakers

We hold our meetings in the
Dudley Suite, Cross Keys
Rugby Club (Pandy Park,
Woodward Avenue, Cross
Keys, NP11 7BS) at 7.30pm
and aim to finish by 10.00pm

For further information please go to the club web
page at www.westernvalley.co.uk
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Community Events

Risca

LIBRARY
Risca Palace Unit B, 75 Tredegar Street

01443 864780
www.caerphilly.gov.uk

Baby Rhyne Time
meets every Wednesday 2.15pm - 2.45pm

Crafters Corner
meets weekly on Friday’s at 11am-12pm

(Informal craft session over tea and 
coffee, bring your own projects)

Story Time and Crafts 
(for children under4) – weekly on 

Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11am-12pm

Monday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Thursday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Saturday 9.30am - 4.00pm



Some readers may recall
passenger trains passing
through Risca, Rogerstone and
Bassaleg pulled by locomotives
bearing the initials L.M.S.
(London, Midland and Scottish
Railway). They carried
passengers between the
Sirhowy Valley and Newport
until the late 1940s. From Nine
Mile Point (near Wattsville) the
trains ran over track of the
Great Western Railway to gain
access to Newport. Nick-
named ‘The Cockney’ it ran
non-stop from Risca to
Newport.
The right for the L.M.S. to ‘invade’
G.W.R, territory goes back to the
start of the 19th century when the
Tredegar Iron Company, having
built a tramway down the Sirhowy
Valley, made an agreement with
The Monmouthshire Canal and
Railway Company for through
running to gain access to the
wharves on the River Usk at
Newport. The two tramways were
joined ‘end to end’ at Nine Mile
Point, near Wattsville.
Tramroads preceded railways and
were local enterprises. These
tramroads had cast iron ‘L’
shaped rails and the wagon
wheels did not have flanges.
Wagons and later carriages were
drawn by horses but steam
locomotives were beginning to
appear in other parts of the
Britain. The Tredegar Iron
Company began hauling wagons
of iron to Newport in 1805 but
over 20 years later and having
been aware of the success of
steam haulage in other parts of
the country, the Company
decided on a change.
The following appeared in the
Monmouthshire Evening Post of
2nd February 1912. 
‘It was not until 1829 that records
show that a locomotive was used

on Monmouthshire lines and it
may be said, its first appearance
on any part of what is now the
Great Western Railway. This
engine was introduced by Samuel

Homfray of Tredegar Iron Works.
He was the son of a father of the
same name to whose wager with
Richard Crawshay of Cyfarthfa
Iron Works; the world is indebted
for the contest that brought
Trevithick’s locomotive to notice.
Mr. Homfray purchased an engine
from Mr R. Stephenson and Co.
(Newcastle – upon – Tyne) which
started running from Tredegar Iron
Works in 1829 but it was not until
the December that it travelled the
Sirhowy and Monmouthshire
Tramroads into Newport, a
distance of 28 miles.’
The inaugural run was not without
incident as a letter to the Evening
Post later told.
‘The day previously, my father
sent two men down from

Tredegar, one with a hatchet and
a saw; the other with a ladder and
a gauge. They had instructions ‘to
cut all branches of’ (along the
track from Tredegar to Newport).
The men got as far as Bassaleg
(just two miles from destination)
and ‘went on the spree’ at a local
pub. When Stephenson’s Flyer
came, the drivers thought the
men had cleared the way through
to Newport but a low branch in
Tredegar Park, Bassaleg, was hit
which knocked the chimney off
the locomotive.’
Thomas Ellis is part of the story of
Tredegar Ironworks, a name
borne by father, son and
grandson. The oldest Thomas
Ellis was instrumental with
Samuel Homfray in bringing three
of Stephenson’s locomotives to
the ironworks and tramroads.
Later his son supervised the
construction of a further nine
locomotives for the ironworks and
the tramroad.
The middle of the 19th century
brought the conversion of the
tramroads into railways. Then
followed purchase of the Sirhowy
line by the L.N.W.R. (later forming
part of the L.M.S.) and the line
through Risca, Rogerstone and
Bassaleg by the G.W.R.

By ‘Uplander’

Tramroad - Sirhowy to Newport 
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LAMINATES LTD

WT

You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and Install

SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Local Worktop Specialist

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm



Devils Bridge Falls is a world
famous tourist attraction in the
heart of the Cambrian
Mountains. It is 12 miles from
Aberystwyth and 85 miles from
Newport along the A470.

Today, the Falls Nature Trail
provides a unique opportunity to
see this great natural feature in
the Rheidol Gorge. The set of
stone steps, still open to tourists,
leads down to the lowest bridge
at the waterfall, they are known
as Jacob's Ladder.

If you are passing or want a full
day trip, the Bridge and the Falls
Nature Trails are well worth it.

The Waterfall Wanderer 

Waterfalls
in Wales
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Reservoirs in Wales

The Garreg Ddu Dam 
Although looking like a
viaduct, it is actually a
submerged dam. Its role is to
maintain a sufficient level in
the Garreg-ddu reservoir so
water can enter the Foel
Tower and the gravity-driven
aqueduct to the Frankley
Reservoir in Birmingham. The
dam is only required to
operate during times of
extreme drought.
The water flows to the Severn
Trent water treatment works,
where it is cleaned by rapid
gravity filter sand beds.
Chlorine, fluoride and lime are
added. The Foel Tower stands
52m above the Frankley
Reservoir in Birmingham. The
gradient of the aqueduct which
links them averages 1 in 2,300,

which allows the water to flow
by gravity alone.
It also supports masonry pillars
carrying the access roadway to
the neighbouring valley of the
River Claerwen which were

clearly visible on our trip in
September 2010 but when we
visited the dam in February of
2014 it was full. Well worth and
trip and only 1 ½ hours from
Newport.
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Leaky Shower???
We have a 

Shower Pod Solution

We also offer a full design service using the latest 
3D Software to visualise designs.

Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers 

and much, much more.

Are you fed up 
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from 
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod. 

Supplied and fitted from 

£1595.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

� Quick Installation
� Minimum disruption 
� Completely leak free construction
� Say goodbye to silicone and grout
� No mould or bacteria
� Easy to clean

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 19­24 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

SALE
NOW
ON
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All aspects of carpentry/decorating
work undertaken. 

• Fitted wardrobes.

• Decking/fencing.

• Doors/locks fitted.

Professional, precise and reliable
Mobile: 07840 265638 

Email: rcbayton@gmail.com
www.rbayton.com

FREE
QUOTES  

ROB BAYTON
LOCAL CARPENTER 

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Local, reliable and
friendly.
�

Flexible service to
meet your 

requirements.
�

Smoke free, clean
working area. 

�
Collection and 

delivery.

Please call Sally on 
07740 096099

COMPETITIVE 
RATES 

Ironing 
Service



32 swdirectories.com July/August 2019

Beaches in Wales
Caldey Island is a small island
just off the coast near Tenby in
Pembrokeshire. It is one of the
holy islands of Britain, a number
of traditions inherited from
Celtic times are observed by
the Cistercian monks of Caldey
Abbey, the owners of the island.
It is separated from the
mainland by Caldey Sound. A
ferry service from Tenby goes to
Caldey Island in the spring and
summer months when the
weather allows, although it is

closed on a Sunday. Boats
depart every half hour from the
harbour at high tide, while at
low tide they depart from Castle
Beach.
Tourist attractions on Caldey
Island include the 13th-century
church of St Illtyd, a Norman
chapel, Caldey Abbey and
Caldey Lighthouse, which was
built in 1828 and automated in
1929. The light stands 210 ft
above high-water mark.

07725
888070
01633
892771

�Advertise 
your business

from only

£60
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk

R Howells
l Central Heating Systems l New Boiler Installations 

l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates l Plastering l Tiling

l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation l Local & Reliable Service 

l Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

Crossword

Puzzle 
Solution
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Windows � Doors

Conservatories � Porches

DOC

WINDOWS

� Boarding Up
� Draughty Windows
� Faulty Window Locks
� Faulty Door Locks
� Insurance Work
� Security Upgrades
� PVC Locksmith Service

A Risca based family run business

Double Glazing Repair Specialists

01633 821005
REPAIR + INSTALLATION + ADVICE

Clouded Glass
Brocken Hinges
Sealed Units
Hinges
Handles
Letter Boxes
Cat Flaps

We have now opened a showroom at unit 3 Islwyn Workshops, Risca (behind Tesco)



34 swdirectories.com July/August 2019

Boiler service offer...

£45.00+ VAT

Professional boiler servicing with pride.

Full central heating systems 

24 hr breakdowns & maintenance

Boiler repair & installation

Boiler and fire servicing

Unvented cylinder installtion & servicing

Bathroom design & fit out

Radiator installation

Fires & surrounds

Gas safety certificates

General plumbing

365 days a year helpline

Contact our family run team on

 01633 894 113
01633 615 800

www.ecowarmth.wales

Our servicing offer includes a full system

check and boiler filter clean out.

*

Quote 
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Call us today on

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we off er to our clients.

 No sale - no fee
 Residential or commercial sales and lettings
 Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
 Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Th is months
Hot Properties

FOR SALE

Stow Park Circle, Newport
Stunning 8 bedroom semi-detached 
property located in highly sought after area. 

£625,000 

FOR SALE

Woodlands Drive, Malpas
Stunning 4 bedroom detached new build 
property finished to high specification.

£379,950  

FOR SALE

Bala Drive , Rogerstone
Well presented 3 bedroom detached 
property located in a sought after area. 
Driveway with off -road parking. 

FOR SALE

Edward Vii Avenue, Newport
Beautifully presented s3 bedroom semi 
detached period property.

£335,000 

£279,950 

All properties available at time of going press

WE WILLMATCH ANYOF OUR COMPETITORSFEES*

OURGUARANTEE
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