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Independently Owned and Run Family Funeral Directors

106-108 Malpas Road, City of Newport, South Wales NP20 5PL

Tel 01633 854522 / Fax 01633 858851 / Freephone 0800 093 4746
Email: Newport@mgrfunerals.co.uk

www.michaelgryansonanddaughters.com

302 North Road, Cardiff CF14 3BN

Tel: 02920 626101 / Fax: 02920 623162
Email: Cardiff@mgrfunerals.co.uk

We provide the complete Funeral Service with respect, Dignity and 

understanding 

24 hour personal attention 365 days a year.

We cater to suit the particular needs, faith and the budget of each 

individual family. 

Repatriation to and from all destinations

Private chapel of rest

Horse drawn, flatbed H.G.V and motorcycle hearse available

Floral tributes

Catering arranged if required

Pre-paid funeral plans available as part of our service

Our concern is your wellbeing at a time when you are hurting most

24 Hour Service | 365 Days A Year

Golden Leaves
Funeral Plans

Michael G Ryan 
Son and Daughters Ltd
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Open 5pm-late
7 days a week

01633 255 698  
01633 212 456All major credit cards accepted. 

No cheques

Free Home Delivery

on orders over £15

within a 4 mile radius

Indian Takeaway
12 Risca Road, Newport NP20 4JW

www.chillies-newport.co.uk 

Awarded a Five
Star Food 

Hygiene Rating
for the last
three years.

Pay cash and receive a10% discount on collection of orders
over £15 

(Excludes any drinks)
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Welcome!
Hope you all had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to Autumn and the

usual seasonal activities ahead.

We are a small independent business and our aim is to provide an informative and

interesting magazine that positively contributes to both community life and local

businesses. A full list of local events, activities, groups and churches are available

on our website, www.swdirectories.com

Please don’t forget to get in touch soon if you would like to advertise your business

in our November/December edition. This will be our Christmas edition so may be

an excellent opportunity to promote your business to lots of potential customers at

this time of year. We deliver to 30000 homes all over Newport; this is an ideal way

for you to reach prospective customers and support the local community at the

same time. Advertising in the Directories has proved successful for so many of our

advertisers, some have been with us since the very first magazine in May 2006.

A huge thank you to all our advertisers - we are grateful for all your support.

Best wishes

Advertising enquiries: 

Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771

or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NOV/DEC EDITION - MONDAY 30th SEPTEMBER

Editor: Susan Woolford

Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford

The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 

. 



I’d like to bet that not many
readers will have drawn
comparisons between Pubs
and Filling Stations. Indeed,
pubs and cars don’t mix very
well at all. But, that’s not
where I’m going with this.
We’re going to look at a
particular impact that electric
cars will have in the coming
20 years. Stick with me…

Cast your mind back to the

1970s or earlier. There were few

towns or villages that didn’t

have a pub. Bigger towns might

even have a pub on every

corner. And those pubs sold

drinks! If you were lucky,

maybe a bag of crisps. Fast

forward to the 1980s - pubs

were rapidly declining because

of reduced profits and

publicans started to widen their

product offering to make ends

meet. Fast forward to the 21st

century… Pubs are still closing

at the rate of about 14 a week

according the British Beer &

Pub Association and there can

be precious few pubs left that

don’t offer food. So, not only

has this institution of British life

& culture declined dramatically

– those that are left, have

transformed themselves into

restaurants rather than remain

as traditional ‘boozers’.

Now consider the retail

enterprise that we have come to

know as ‘The petrol station’.

Back in the day when pubs

were pubs, there were few

villages that didn’t have the

filling station and their stock-in-

trade was generally limited to

petrol, Castrol GTX, light bulbs

and maybe a chamois leather.

By the 70s, an evolution was

well under way. By the turn of

the century, the petrol station

had almost entirely transformed

itself into a grocery store for the

motorist (Who could have
foreseen Marks & Spencer or
Waitrose teaming up with BP?).

Now, the next stage of that

evolution is under way with the

coming of the electric vehicle.

As pubs became restaurants to

improve profits, the filling

stations have become the new

‘corner shop’ because they

couldn’t turn a profit simply

selling fuel and that ‘osmosis’ is

about to become more

pronounced. The government

target for all new vehicles to be

electric by 2040 has started to

drive the sale of electric cars -

which don’t use filling stations.

The steady decline of filling

stations is widely predicted in

much the same way we have

seen the decline in pubs. Now

this doesn’t mean that the

establishments will disappear

entirely… Indeed, the shift that

they have already made into

grocery stores probably saved

their bacon… and with an

increasing number now

incorporating cafes, the

buildings and locations will stay,

but the number of pumps will

decline to the same status as

the Air & Water unit or the car

wash. Ultimately, the petrol &

diesel offering will simply not

stack-up as a (small) business

proposition to deliver a low

profit product to a steadily

declining number of customers.

The days of the independent

filling station are numbered.

Hydro-carbon fuel will be

thinner on the ground and in the

hands of large supermarkets

that can afford to carry a loss-

leader.

Meanwhile, we have a whole

range of new problems to deal

with following the introduction

of the electric car – which (at

the moment) need many hours

to re-fuel (Ahem… re-charge).

I’ll leave you with a thought… if

you live in a terraced house

after 2040, how will you re-

charge your vehicle? You can’t

stick the charging cable out of

the front door and across the

pavement! To be explored next

time.

Mike Joenn, AJ Garage
Services, Star Trading Estate.
01633 431305   

Find us on Facebook

“Excuse me, can you
tell me where I can buy
some Diesel?”

By Mike Joenn, Founding Director of AJ Garage Services, Ponthir
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Please call for more details
169 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA

01633 855480

Student Discount 
(10% off) Friday & Saturday

Senior Citizen Days 
(10% off) Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Packages & Gift vouchers available

Tuesday 9.00am – 4.00pm
Wednesday 9.00am – 5.00pm
Thursday 9.00am – 6.00pm
Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm
Saturday 8.30am – 12.00pm

Opening Hours

Children’s prices available
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CWMBRAN

Join online at simplygym.net
Click Join Now and scroll down or pop in to see us.

Simply Gym Cwmbran, Leisure at Cwmbran, Glyndwr Rd, Cwmbran, NP44 1QS 

Tel: 01633 876 999 (Find us above Frankie & Benny’s in town)

NO JOINING  

FEE USING  

CODE SGMAG

At Simply Gym we are passionate about 
what we do and believe you should get 
more for less…

• with an extensive gym

• Functional classes

• Expert friendly staff

• Free PT session

• and a convenient location  

 in the middle of Cwmbran.

Come and see the Simply Gym Difference  
for yourself.
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Proud to be
Endorsed

�  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
�  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
�  Upholstery and Leather Suites
�  Carpets & Rugs
�  Competitive Prices
�  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
�  Free Surveys/Estimates
�  Full Liability Insurance
�  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490
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BEACHES
IN WALES

A small rocky cove at high tide, sandwiched
between towering cliffs, one mile south of the UK’s
smallest city, St David’s. The beach is accessed by
following a path through the craggy cliffs and down
a steep set of steps. At low tide, a sandy beach is
revealed with lots of rock pools to explore. You

won't find much in the way of beach amenities at
Caerfai Bay and there is no lifeguard, so care should
be taken if swimming here as currents are strong
and changeable. If you are passing or on holiday in
the area, the magnificent Cathedral is definitely well
worth a visit.

Caerfai Bay

Tornado in Newport
Early on a sunny morning in July
a Tornado passed through
Newport leaving a trail of steam
and a group of happy railway
enthusiasts, young and old, all
feeling that the early start had
been well worth it. 
Built in 2008, the Tornado is the

first mainline steam engine to be
built in the UK since the 1960s.
The magnificent steam engine
set off on its Pembroke Coast
Express journey from Bristol,
travelling to Newport, Cardiff,
Bridgend, Port Talbot, Swansea,
Llanelli, Carmarthen and Tenby.

The £3m locomotive is owned
by a trust and was built over an
18 year period.
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Over 50 years experience in Interior Design. We invite
you to call into our showroom and chat with us about

your furnishing ideas
Our fabric displays are from carefully selected suppliers such
as Ashley Wilde, Clarke & Clarke, Belfield, Bill Beaumont to
name but a few, all of which offer immense inspiration. From
the initial selection of fabric to the final fitting stage, we offer
the highest standards and make sure that you will be pleased

with your choice.

Love your fabric choices for your made to 
measure curtains and blinds

MADE BY US IN HOUSE

Opening Hours: Monday Closed.  Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.  
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm.  Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk  email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA

Mob: 07887 677110

We love what we do - So will you! 

NEW BLIND 

CHOICES NOW IN

J.YOUNG
PLASTERING
Plastering & Painting Services

� No Job Too Small � Competitive Rates 
� Call for a Free Quote �  Clean, Friendly & Reliable

Over 10 Years Experience

01633 891456 / 07515 277547
J Young Plastering Services



Newport charities and volunteer

organisations continue to

benefit by thousands of pounds

each year by taking part in the

annual Newport Uskmouth

Rotary’s City Draw and there is
an opportunity for new
organisations to join the 2020
Draw. Affectionately known as

the NURD, the event is

genuinely a win/win scheme

first introduced in Newport in

September 2008. The concept

is simple and hugely beneficial.

The Club obtains prizes from

sponsorship from various

commercial and private

sources. The Rotary Club prints

the raffle tickets, gives them to

the participating organisations

who keep the income from the
sale of tickets.

On average each year, more

than £17,000 has been pumped

into the charity sector of the

City The first Draw was in May

2009 and the most recent on

1st May 2019, when the Mayor

of Newport drew the winning 11

tickets which were shared by

Friends of the Newport Ship,

Newport Philharmonic Choir,

Newport MIND, Lliswerry Heart

Link, Zimbabwe Volunteers

Association, Adams Chorale,

Cantorion Sanctaidd Choir, and

ETA-mined. £20,000 worth of
tickets will be available for
the next Draw (NURD20) and
registration will take place in
late October. Beneficiaries of

the Draw say:

RN Association (Newport): “A

big thank you for inviting us

again to take part in the Annual

Draw. They provide everything –

all we have to do is sell the

tickets and keep the money

and, this year, our funds were

swollen by £1,500”.

Parkinson’s Newport: “We

may not have won a prize but

it was all in a good cause and

we raised £395 for our

funds”.

“Opt to Adopt” Dogs’
Home: “We really appreciate

the opportunity to take part

and the funds raised will be

put to good use”.

NURD19 first prize
Winner: “Winning

the top cash prize

means that I can

afford a holiday for

the first time for

many years. Thank

you Rotary”.

The Draw promoter,

Keith Minton, says

“This is just part of

the contribution

Newport Uskmouth

Rotary makes to the City: other

activities include the award-

winning ‘Young Carers’ project,

developing work in the City’s

first ‘Men’s Shed’, the annual

summer cycle ride for Prostate

Cancer and the ‘Tree of Light’ at

Christmas in Friar’s Walk. 

Newport Uskmouth Rotary boost
Charity funds to over £180,000

If you are involved in running a charity, a youth activity,
keep-fit class, PTA, church, choir etc. etc., you may be

eligible to take part in the 2020 Draw. To learn more
contact Keith Minton on keithminton44@gmail.com

“
”

The event is
genuinely a win/win

scheme first
introduced in
Newport in
September 

2008. 

12 swdirectories.com September/October 2019



September/October 2019 swdirectories.com 13

Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Unit 9 Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca NP11 6NP

ROOFING
n Tiling 
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
n New Build 
n Extensions 
n Renovations 
n Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
n Gutter repair
n UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE
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Dalmatian Bike Ride Celebration Party Friday 20 September 2019

Supported by

In association
with

Registered Charity 
number : 1010576

#Dalmatianbikeride
@dallybike

Join us to celebrate raising over £250,000 for local hospice 
care. Ticket includes 1 course meal and entertainment.

To book please call 01633 851051 
or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Find us on:

Fri 20 September 2019
Rodney Parade, Newport
7pm - Midnight
£20 per person

BIKE RIDE CELEBRATION PART Y

Go Pink Friday 20 September 2019

Go Pink
Fri 20 September 2019

Celebrate 40 years of  
St David’s Hospice Care

Can you help us fundraise?
Get in touch  to help us provide free local hospice care.

For more information please contact 

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 851051 or email hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Registered charity number: 1010576Find us on:

To book your place please contact  

Skydive Swansea direct on 01792 207035 or visit 
www.skydiveswansea.co.uk/skydives/charity
As soon as your space has been registered with Skydive Swansea please email 
us on fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org to receive your St David’s Hospice 
Care fundraising pack.

Registered charity number: 1010576
Supported by

Skydive Swansea Day Saturday 21st September 2019

Skydive
Swansea
Skydive for St David’s 
Hospice Care in Swansea 

Saturday 21 September 2019

Come and celebrate 
our 40th Birthday with us at

Find us on:

Only 30
Spaces

available

Transporter Bridge Abseil Saturday 5 October 2019

Transporter
Bridge Abseil
Sat 5th October 2019
The Transporter Bridge, 
Newport
£30 Entry Fee
Superhero fancy dress 100% optional

Can you be a hero
for your local hospice?
Climb 278 steps, Abseil 178 feet (Free-fall)!
www.stdavidshospicecare.org  
01633 851051
Registered charity number: 1010576
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Find us on:

2 4  H O U R  T E A M  R E L A Y  C H A L L E N G E

N E W P O R T
O C T  2 0 T H  -  O C T  2 1 S T  2 0 1 9

M I D D A Y  -  M I D D A Y

T H E  U K ’ S  O N L Y  2 4  H O U R 
V E L O D R O M E  C H A L L E N G E 

T R A C K  B I K E S  P R O V I D E D

O P E N  T O  A L L  A B I L I T I E S

C O R P O R A T E  T E A M  C H A L L E N G E

B E G I N N E R S  W E L C O M E

T E A M S  O F  S I X

2 4  T E A M S  |  2 4  H O U R S  |  1  V E L O D R O M E

R E G I S T E R  Y O U R  T E A M  T O D A Y !

02920 353940
www.cyclone24.co.uk
enquiries@cyclone24.co.uk
@cyclone24UK 

W I L L  Y O U  B R A V E  T H E  B O A R D S  I N  2 0 1 9 ?

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

Join us at Cineworld Newport for a special screening 
of Miracle on 34th Street (1994 version).

For bookings:
Call 01633 851051 or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Registered charity number: 1010576
Supported by

Christmas Cinema Night Wednesday 11th December 2019

Christmas
Cinema 
Night
Hosted by St David’s Hospice 
Care at Cineworld, Newport 
Retail Park (Spytty)
Wed 11 December 2019
6.00pm arrival, 7:30pm Film

Find us on:

Festive
Raffl e
on the night

MIRACLEON 34TH STREET

E-Shops

like retro  
& vintage...
you can purchase items 
from our e-shop
Check our eclectic range of items for sale on ebay 
and Gumtree, perfect if you are looking for that 
something a little bit different or unique. You can 
also call into our donation centre by appointment 
and see what we have to offer.

Search ‘SDHC’ on Ebay, Gumtree 
and Facebook Marketplace.

Registered charity
number: 1010576@sdhc14 / St David’s Hospice Care E-ShopFind us on:

Unit 1, Withey Court, Ty Coch Way, Cwmbran. NP44 7EZ

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 987006   onlineshop@stdavidshospicecare.org

vintage, retro &Antique

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

Supporting Hospice Care 
in our community

Your Local 
Hospice Lottery

Licensed and regulated by the Gambling Commission. Licence No. 004874. 
Website: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk  Promoter: St David’s Foundation 
Hospice Care, Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH. Registered Charity 
No. 1010576.   Responsible Person: Kris Broome. Must be 16 or over to play. 
Underage gambling is an offence.

50

Find us on:

£1
per week

Join
Today!k

21

28

9

42

33

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

£1,000

£500

£10

First prize
£1000!
£500 Second Prize

£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10

24 
weekly
prizes

Find us on:

By supporting the work of St David’s Hospice Care, you are making a positive difference to patients and their 
families throughout Newport, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Torfaen and South / Mid Powys. Funds raised provide 

comprehensive palliative care and support to patients and their families at a very diffi cult time of their lives. Our aim 
is to ensure patients have ‘real’ choice to receive individual tailored care, surrounded by friends and families.

Take part 

in a local 

collection

Sign up to EasyFundraisingeasyfundraising.ork.uk/causes/sdhc

Join our

Lottery
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving � Decking � Fencing � Driveways

Patios � Block paving � Tree work � Hedge cutting � Grass cutting

Pressure washing � Planting � Tidy ups � Invasive weed control

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register
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I write this article at the height
of summer, when the country
has recorded its hottest July
ever temperature. Welsh
beaches have been invaded by
throngs (or should that be
thongs?) of sun worshippers,
whose modesty is protected
only by scanty bikinis and
budgie smugglers. Of course,
budgie smuggling is not the
only sort of smuggling that
takes place in the UK.
Trafficking in both drugs and
people is an ever-present blight
but old school smuggling of
goods is never out of fashion.
In 2012, for instance,
contraband consisting of
25,000 bottles of red wine,
67,000 cigarettes and 92 kilos
of tobacco was recovered from
just a single container at
Newport Docks. 
According to estimates, Britain
once had as many as 25,000
smugglers with another 100,000
people actively involved in
distribution. The Royal Navy, with
its complement of 50,000 sailors,
struggled to police national
waters and it was only after the
conflict with France had ended
with the defeat of Napoleon that
the war against the smuggler
gained traction. 

As a major port, Newport has
been awash with illicit goods for
hundreds of years, depriving HM
Customs and Excise and its

predecessors of millions of
pounds in lost revenue. The
manner in which contraband was
brought ashore varied but there
have been persistent rumours of
secret tunnels running beneath
the city, such as between the
River Usk and Christchurch and
from the River Ebbw to St Woolos
Cathedral. 

The earliest reports of the illegal
trade around Newport possibly
date back to 1649 when 2,000 lbs
of tobacco were seized at
Redwick. Attempts by customs
officers to board moored vessels
suspected of smuggling were
often less than plain sailing.
During one such episode in 1791,
a ship’s crew, brandishing both
cutlass and pistol, swore to the
official that “if he presumed to
come on board, they would blow
his brains out!” Many merchant
seamen who were found guilty of
smuggling were later
pressganged into the Royal Navy
as a punishment and a deterrent.
From 1830, it was generally
recognised that smuggling was in
decline nationwide, although
Newport did not see a similar
change in the tide. Instead, it
reported increasing numbers of
offences and it has been
suggested that the opening of the
Monmouthshire Brecon Canal
may have contributed to the rise. 

One interesting case involved the
inaptly named ship, Good Intent.

Owned by a group of Newport
businessmen, the 72-ton
schooner ran a seemingly
respectable operation between
Britain and France. However, an
inspection in 1837 revealed a
series of false bulkheads that
concealed 1100 gallons of brandy
in 259 kegs. As a result, the Good
Intent’s master was sentenced to
a stint in Monmouth Gaol, whilst
the vessel itself was confiscated
and broken up. 

On another occasion in 1891, the
South Wales Echo reported that
the master of a German ship
named the Leocadia had been
summoned to Newport Town Hall
following the discovery of
undeclared brandy stowed
beneath some canvas in his bath.
The steward had claimed the
barrel was empty but the truth
was revealed when customs
officers heard the liquid sloshing
about inside. That same year, the
Western Mail printed a story
about a runner for a Newport
butchers, who was charged with
smuggling cigars. Upon being
confronted when bringing them
ashore, the man literally did a
runner, although he was
apprehended some two hours
later. The sentence was one
month’s imprisonment with a two
guinea fine and no doubt, his
dreams of becoming a big time
smuggler went up in smoke at the
same time! 

The Golden Age 
of Smuggling 
by Paul Minton 



September/October 2019 swdirectories.com 17

This is Sarah. She’s busy
cleaning her oven...

Clever Sarah!
02920 990 287 or 01291 427 244

www.thecleanovenco.com Put the sparkle back into Your kitchen today!

CALL
TODAY

• Ovens • Agas • Grills • Hobs • Extractors • BBQs • Microwaves •

Newport & East Wales

Sarah called the domestic oven cleaning
specialists, so she could relax and
enjoy a coffee while it’s done!

Clean Oven
The

Co

1100
YEARS 2006 - 2016

& SERVICE
RELIABLE QUALITY
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Bluebird Care
Providing Support When You Need It

Connect with us on Facebook  Bluebird Care Newport & South Monmouthshire 
Follow us on Twitter  @BluebirdNewport

We provide high quality care and support services throughout 
Newport & South Monmouthshire, enabling our customers to retain 
their independence whilst living in the comfort of their own homes.

Why choose Bluebird Care

for yourself or a member of your family; or perhaps you are 
looking for some extra support to complement the care 



Newport

For more information, visit our website www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/newport
Contact us by phone: 01633 267708 or by email: newport@bluebirdcare.co.uk

 
Bluebird Care can help you and your family.

Our Services
You might be looking for short-term help 

Some of the tasks that our Home Care 
Assistants frequently undertake include:
• showering  

•  

• 
• Assisting with managing the home,  

• 
• 

 

We also provide 24 hour Care

the clock, we will put together a small 

alternative to Residential Care
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Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS

CTS meet at the car park 

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

After only two weeks 
the beautiful floral 
tributes are reduced to 
just so much plastic, 
ribbon and metal.

I know this is going to be a sensitive subject and 
many out there will castigate me for these views 
– but ask yourself, would your dearly departed 
really want his or her favourite location treated 
in this way?

Dying to Get Up 
Twmbarlwm
Dying to Get Up 
Twmbarlwm
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Fifteen Seconds to Create 
the Right Impression!
Our experience has shown that most potential 
buyers will decide whether they have a good 
feeling about a house within 15 seconds of 
entering it!

Whilst it would be ridiculous to suggest that this is 
the major contributing factor as to whether an off er 
is made or not, we strongly recommend that home 
owners looking to sell their properties take note and 
do what they can to present their house in its most 
favourable light.

We encourage our sellers to look at their own 
home through the eyes of a potential buyer and ask 
themselves what would you like to see, how would you 
like the house to be presented?

Tidy Up Before Viewings
You would be amazed by the number of houses we 
show people around where the current owners have 
made no eff ort to clean the main living spaces. Plates, 
mugs, clothes, toys etc are left on display instead of 
being tidied away.

-   Keep a few family pictures on display but if possible 
pack away your knick-knacks, ornaments and other 
items that some might consider as clutter. Whilst it 
is still your home, potential buyers want to be able to 
see themselves living there and constant reminders of 
you won’t help! 

-   If your kitchen worktop space is limited, make it 
look as large as possible by putting kettles, toasters, 
microwaves, storage jars/containers and other items 
in cupboards. 

You might also be interested to know that almost 95% 
of buyers are looking to buy a house that they can 
move straight in to. Even though buyers are encouraged 
to overlook the current furnishings and decoration of 
a property, ripped or marked wallpaper and stained or 
worn carpets can turn buyers off .

Some sellers might think that because they are moving 
they needed invest the time or go to the expense of 
replacing things like this but we strongly recommend 
you reconsider because what will cost you a couple of 
hundred pounds to do might save you thousands when 
it comes to negotiating the sale price.

Don’t Forget Your Garden
Spend a bit of time and money preparing the exterior 
of your home. Create the right fi rst impression and 
keep the gardens and driveway well maintained, 
clean the facias and guttering, paint the front door if 
necessary and please remove the gnomes from the lawn!

Speak to the Experts
We pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity. If you 
are unsure what you need to do to show off  your house 
in its best light, ask us.

Book A Free Valuation and Let Us Help You to Sell Your House
If you are thinking of buying, selling, renting or seeking a professional company to manage your 

properties, get in touch to fi nd out how we CAN help you.
Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

Tel: 01633 262628    Email: sales@kingston-newell.com    www.kingston-newell.com
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NEWPORT INDOOR 
BOWLING CENTRE

The Glebelands Bank Street Newport NP19 7HF
www.newportibc.co.uk

For further information please contact the Centre
Tel: 01633 264343

OUR AIM IS TO FOSTER THE
GAME OF INDOOR BOWLS AND
TO CREATE AND MAINTAIN A
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
� New members Male/Female/Any age

most welcome
� We also have disabled facilities
� Why not join one of our leagues
� Interested in playing competitive matches
� Coaching Sessions for all ages & standards

Sunday 10am - 12pm
1st sessions is free

ALL FUNCTIONS
CATERED FOR 
INCLUDING 
CORPORATE

EVENTS
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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LAMINATES LTD

WT

You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and Install

SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Local Worktop Specialist

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops with integrated solid surface sink recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm
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Sudoku

Solution on page 32

The object of sudoku is to 

insert the missing numbers in

the boxes to satisfy just one 

condition: each row, column

and 3x3 box must contain

the digits 1 through to 9 

exactly once. This can be

done by applying logic – you

do not have to guess.

Crossword
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Leaky Shower???
We have a 

Shower Pod Solution

We also offer a full design service using the latest 
3D Software to visualise designs.

Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers 

and much, much more.

Are you fed up 
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from 
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod. 

Supplied and fitted from 

£1595.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

� Quick Installation
� Minimum disruption 
� Completely leak free construction
� Say goodbye to silicone and grout
� No mould or bacteria
� Easy to clean

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 19­24 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

SALE
NOW
ON
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See our website for a full list of
what’s on locally. 

www.swdirectories.com

What’s On Places of 
Worship

See our website for a 
full list of local church
services and activities. 

www.swdirectories.com

Community Events

Yoga Classes
Introduction/Beginners Class 

Every Monday 
5.45pm - 6.45pm - Malpas Community Centre, 

Pillmawr Road, Newport NP20 6WF

General Class (Iyengar) 
Every Monday

7.00pm - 8.30pm - Malpas Community Centre

General Class (Iyengar) 
Every Tuesday

Swansea University, Digital Technium, Singleton Park
SA2 8PP

General Class (Iyengar) 
Every Wednesday

7.00pm - 8.30pm -  Cardiff International Sports 
Centre, Leckwith Road, Leckwith, Cardiff CF11 8AZ

For more information contact
Chris Robins
Iyengar Yoga Teacher

Remedial/Sport Massage Therapist 

The art of Yoga & Massage

07979 500 212
email: chris@awesomeyoga.co.uk

www.awesomeyoga.co.uk

Remedial / Sports Massage Therapies Available
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Community Events

Would you like to travel, get creative, play the
Ukulele, join a choir, attend talks and video

shows, get active or learn a new language - all
for pleasure, with NO exams? Well Newport
U3A has over thirty interest groups for the

retired or those winding down to retirement. 
We meet at the premises of Shaftesbury Street
Methodist Church, NP20 5JH from 10.00am to
3.45pm Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

during term time, and other days for offsite
activities.

Newport U3A

For more information about Newport U3A's
many interest groups and events visit

www.newportu3a.org.uk or phone 
Angela Robins on 07980 970967.

The New Term starts
on Wednesday 4th
September. Come
along and try a few

taster sessions
before committing to

join us. We would
love to see you at

anytime of the year.

Dementia Café  

There is free tea, coffee, biscuits,
cake, jigsaws, songs, textured
cloths, painting, people to listen,
people to talk to. The café is open

10am to 12 noon. Come along
and spend a while among friends,
you will be made more than
welcome. There is good

wheelchair access, a disabled
toilet and parking is either outside
the church in the bay on the main
road or in Llanover Close around
the corner.

The dates for the rest of the
year are – 9th Sept, 14th Oct,
11th Nov & 9th Dec. For more
information contact Maggie
Thomas 07825 914095

Dementia can strike anyone at any age with any degree of
severity, it affects not only those with the illness but also the
carers. To help them and give some respite to the carers, St
Mary's Church, Malpas has opened a dementia friendly café. It
meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the new Cloister Room
adjoining the church. Everything is free.
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R Howells
l Central Heating Systems l New Boiler Installations 

l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates l Plastering l Tiling

l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation l Local & Reliable Service 

l Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

P
u
zz

le
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o
lu

ti
o
n
s Puzzle 

Solutions
Crossword

Sudoku
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Call us today on

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we off er to our clients.

 No sale - no fee
 Residential or commercial sales and lettings
 Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
 Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Th is months
Hot Properties

FOR SALE

Malpas Road, Newport
Stunning 5 bedroom detached Period farm 
house. Idyllically set within approx 1.5 acres. 

£720,000 

FOR SALE

Woodlands Drive, Malpas
Stunning 4 bedroom detached new build 
property finished to high specification.

£379,950  

FOR SALE

Gwenddwr Grange Close, Newport
Beautifully presented 4 bedroom 
detached family home. Driveway 
parking for two vehicles & single garage.

FOR SALE

Canberra Crescent, Newport 
Immaculately presented 3 bedroom 
detached bungalow within ideal setting.

£330,000 

£295,000 

All properties available at time of going press

WE WILLMATCH ANYOF OUR COMPETITORSFEES*

OURGUARANTEE
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Pre-School Classes
� Parent and child gymnastics for under 2s and 

2-4yrs. 
British Gymnastics themed badge & certificate
for all.

� Independent gymnastics and cheerleading for 
3-4 yrs.

� Offering fun, excitement and challenges in a 
caring environment.

� Brightly coloured, age appropriate equipment.

School Age Classes
� Gymnastics for children from reception - year 8.
� Cheerleading for children from reception - year 6.

WE HAVE MOVED OUR WEEKDAY CLASSES TO AN
EXCITING NEW VENUE WITH SPRUNG FLOOR

Unit 4 Wern Industrial Estate, Rogerstone, NP10 9FQ 
(nr Tiny Rebel Brewery and Ballet Cymru)

www.hohgymnastics.co.uk  |  info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
07768 485892 

FREE TRIAL FOR ALL NEW

PRE-SCHOOLERS

GYMNASTICS AND 
CHEERLEADING
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All weekday classes are held at: 
Unit 4 Wern Industrial Estate 

Rogerstone NP10 9FQ

All Saturday classes are held at:
Trinity Church Sports Hall, 

Glasllwch Lane Newport NP20 3PU



36 swdirectories.com September/October 2019

SWAN RESCUE

Those of our readers who have
been with us for any length of
time will know it’s not only
swans which need our help, but
it is true that by far the majority
of our rescues do involve
‘water’ birds in the broadest
sense. This time, its ducklings
(mallard) and gulls (Lesser
Black Backed); the two stories
are not related.
We received a family of eight tiny
day old ducklings, their
catastrophic separation from
mother duck in a totally
regrettable incident involving a
speeding motorist on the
outskirts of Cardiff. We have
years of experience in dealing
with these tiny creatures; at some
stage this always involves
moving them on for ‘finishing’
prior to release, due to limited
capacity this might be sooner
rather than later. And so it was
with this group. A characteristic
which marks some mallard
families is they are incredible
‘athletes’, capable of jumping
considerable heights from a
standing start; doubtless a very
useful attribute in their survival kit!
So we loaded the ducklings into
what we considered a suitable
box and set off for Vale Wildlife
Rescue at Beckford. Horror of
horrors, when we arrived and
booked the birds in, we found we
had only six ducklings. Despite
emptying the back of the car we
could find no trace of the two
missing ducklings and neither
could we hear them, we would
have expected their characteristic
high pitched contact calls to have
been apparent. There was
nothing, so we set off for home.
Stuck in traffic at some point
during the return journey we did
hear that call, and eventually
found two little ducklings in one
of my wellington boots. Clearly,
they had jumped from the bottom
of the box, locating one of the

carrying
slots and transferred
themselves to the boot. So, for
these two, the whole process
had to be repeated, for which, it
seems, they were none the
worse.
A local food manufacturing
/processing company has learnt
how careful they have to be
regarding the management of
open topped road-going
containers, by ensuring they are
fully covered when they are not in
use. One such recently emptied
container (but not washed and
cleaned because its use is for
unwanted leftovers) was found by
four adult gulls at some time
during the night, and clearly was
thought to contain some tasty
food items. Whether it did or
didn’t, the actual residue was in
fact a curry sauce colour; let’s say
turmeric yellow!

The discovery was made at
about 5am by members of the
workforce. They had to find a
certain amount of sophisticated
kit in order to remove them from
their predicament, whereupon
we were

called to arrange
transport, care and rehabilitation.
In fact we were in a near identical
situation three years ago, and so
had no hesitation in, once again,
involving Vale Wildlife Rescue.
The gulls are recovering well.
By an odd coincidence, on 6th
July, The Times carried a picture
of a Herring Gull which had met
with a similar misfortune some
100 miles or so away, and was
cleaned by the staff at another
local wildlife hospital.

For swan and all other wildlife
problems please contact Peter
& Ellen on 01633 895241 or
07802 472788

Of Ducklings and Gulls
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The severe drought of 1937
served to give warning of the
increasing need for much
greater water storage
capacity. Proposals for a
large new dam in the upper
Claerwen Valley were at an
advanced stage by early
1939, but the Second World
War meant that the demands
of wartime production itself
put even greater strains on
the existing water supplies.
The increasingly urgent calls
for a new dam and reservoir
on the Claerwen were to be
reactivated soon after the
end of the war. 
It is a measure of its size that

the Claerwen dam was to

create a reservoir which holds

almost as much water as the

combined total of the three

earlier dams built in the

neighbouring Elan Valley.

The dam is 184ft (56m) high

and 1167ft (355m) long.

The Claerwen dam was

designed to be in keeping with

the appearance of the much

older structures nearby.

Although built in concrete, the

huge dam was faced

with dressed stone.

The construction of the

Claerwen dam, the last of the

dams in the district, took six

years, using a workforce of

470. The Claerwen dam was

ceremonially declared open by

the newly crowned Queen

Elizabeth in October 1952, in

one of the first official

engagements of her reign.

RESERVOIRS 
IN WALES

Claerwen Dam and Reservoir in 
the Elan Valley
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T
A
X
I

MINIBUSES
0
1
6
3
3

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

• Convenient Parking

• Daily Appointments

• X-Ray & Ultrasound

• Surgical Treatments

• Dental Treatments

Surgery Hours

Monday to Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm

Saturday & Sunday Closed

Tel: 01633 858599
Tel: 01633 241114 (Emergencies out of hours only)

Email: jtv@summerhillvets.com
www.summerhillvets.com

161 Larch Grove, Malpas, Newport NP20 6LA

24 HOUR EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

Summergrove Vets
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GRACE BAPTIST ASSEMBLY 
gathers for public worship on Sunday afternoons at the Malpas 

Community Centre, Pillmawr Road, at 3 pm. 
Sermon excerpt from: A KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE MOVED 

The Apostle Paul taught the same kind of thing in Romans 
8:19-
manner of inanimate objects, such as the geological plates under the Philippines and California and 
Britain) waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, because the creature itself 
also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

Satan subjects nothing to anything in hope; only GOD is a God of hope. God subjected creation to 
vanity in hope, so that when the curse came upon the world with all of its manifold decaying and 
vanity, it was God bringing a curse on the world for sin - but in hope! 

If you were to 

would seem to be that God intends to give hope-filled and shocking warnings, the same way labour 
pains are hope-filled warnings that a mother and father should get ready and go to a safe place to 
have the baby. God gives birth-pangs to the world so that the world will wake up and know 
something is about to happen. This is a great mercy: that with all of the tragedy in the calamities of 

come that will leave no house standing, no building standing, no place to 
the meaning of earthquakes: they are warnings! And 

onto money, and some cling to power, and some go after alcohol, and some go after drugs, and 
some go after illicit sexual relationships, and only a few have their love not grow cold because 
lawlessness is multiplied. Those will be the ones who hear the voice of the Lord in the shaking of our 
world. Open your eyes to read the si -guard when the 
calamity comes - whether it is your own little private calamity of a stopped heart, or whether 
everybody together rolls with the earthquake. It is coming, and the Lord is warning us that it is 
coming. Again and again and again He is shaking people awake to the reality of the instability of this 
world and the desirability of the unshakable kingdom that He offers.  

Before the end of this age, God is giving to everyone who believes in His Son the gift of a 
kingdom that cannot be moved and will never end. 

This is the message of the entire Bible. But in order to see it, we should look at verse 28 of 
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved  

eceived it. Verse 27 says that what can be shaken will 
be swept away in one last great shaking, and that what is unshakable will remain. Then verse 28 

 
This is the great joy of being a genuine Christ

San Francisco, California, or Newport, South Wales, or on the island of Luzon in the Philippines - you 
have a kingdom which has already been given to you, and your life in Christ is UNSHAKEABLE. 
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probably were. We share in the vanity and futility and decay and calamities of creation as long as 

they, but ourselves also, which have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 

When the tornado comes, we may lose our homes and church property. When the earthquake 
strikes, we may be crushed under the rubble. 

No, my friends, receiving an immovable kingdom does not mean safety for the body in this 
. What it mean

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 

mans 8:38-
live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we 

at he might be Lord both of 
-

is 
- 

will. 
And this brings us to our final point - that God is a consuming fire. 
In view of all of these things - the free gift of an unshakable kingdom - we ought to serve 

God with reverence and godly fear, remembering that our God is a consuming fire. 
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let 

us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is 
 

The question for believer and unbeliever alike today is this: are you serving the immovable 
God, or are you worshiping shakeable possessions? Is your heart steadfastly fixed on God? Is Christ 
Himself your greatest treasure, or is the world out there your treasure? Is God your security, or is 
your pension plan your security? Is God your fellowship, or is your own family the sum-total of your 
fellowship? Are you an idolater? Is Christ your portion in this life, or is the world your portion? Do you 
stand with reverence and godly fear before the power and holiness of this God, who is a consuming 
fire toward all sin, and do you clothe yourself with the flame-resistant righteousness of Jesus Christ, 
so that the fire of God can be seen from within you as glory and not as punishment? 

One thing that the recent cyclone and earthquakes should reinforce in our minds is the 
importance of holding loosely to material things. In one powerful stroke, accumulated possessions for 
which people had laboured for many years were turned over to wind and rain, or a quaking ground, 

 
Verily I say unto you, 

whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein
10:15). See how a little child
and recognize that you cannot possibly make a place for yourself to stand. You simply humble 
yourself like a little child is a Father in heaven. You see the gift offered 
to you through His Son Jesus Christ - forgiveness and the hope of everlasting life and a firm kingdom 
that cannot be shaken - a
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M.R.M Plumbing 
and Heating

Mobile: 07864 029690
email: martin2979@virginmedia.com

FREE QUOTES
24/7 CALLOUT

COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call Mark On:

07814 264156 / 01633 281879

PATIOS, REPOINTING PATIOS
PATHS, DRIVES & GARDEN WALLS

FASCIA BOARDS & GUTTERING
CONSERVATORIES AND ALL

PVC FRAMES & DOORS
MOSS REMOVAL FROM SLATES & TILES

FENCING & DECKING STAINING 
EXTERIOR & INTERIOR PAINTING

QUALITY CLEANING 
& SEALING OF:

LOVE YOUR
BUSINESS

HELP IT GROW AND PROSPER

Residents love our
magazines, they read it, use

it and keep it.
We’re expanding! We are

now delivering to even more
homes & businesses.

To advertise contact Leslie Woolford 
07725 888070 / 01633 892771

contact@swdirectories.co.uk
www.swdirectories.com

ADVERTISE LOCALLY
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SKY AND BT SPORTS

2 Course Menu £12.95
Lunch 12.00-2.30pm Tuesday - Saturday
Evening 5.30-9.00pm Monday - Saturday

A La Carte Menu & Evening Specials

Sunday Lunch 12.00-4.30pm
2 Course £11.95

Quiz Night 
Mondays 8pm 
All Welcome

Function
Room 

available to hire

Christmas & New Year’s Eve
functions

Live Band - 'The Remakes' - limited availability, 
please ring for details



We seek to be Word-centred and gospel-driven.
The Word of God is crucial! The ministry of Grace Baptist Assembly will, we trust, always
keep God’s Word central. Why? The Holy Bible is God’s written Word; it is how He has

chosen to communicate to us who He is, what He has been doing, and what He expects of
us. The Bible alone holds the ultimate, most trustworthy, most authoritative answers to the

questions of life and eternity. Thus, rather than magnifying the ideas of mere human 
beings, we look instead to God, trusting that He inspired and preserved His Word for His
glory and our good. We believe that the written Word is a reflection of the Living Word,
Jesus Christ, and that its contents are our reliable, sufficient rule of faith and practice.

When a moral question is raised, or when we face a difficult circumstance, we choose to
resort to the Bible for guidance, correction or comfort, rather than falling back on our own

experiences and opinions.

We seek to be traditional in our message.
We hold to historical Baptist distinctives. Specifically, we are fond of The First London 
Baptist Confession of Faith, 1646 edition. We gladly accept broken, unaccomplished,

needy sinners like ourselves; but we are not seeker-driven. We do not believe that ‘doing
church’ is what God requires of people, and we do not believe that it is this or any other

local church’s responsibility to water down, nor add to, the gospel of Jesus Christ in order
to create a more ‘comfortable’ environment. Do we want that gospel [good news] to be 

understandable? Yes. Do we ourselves want to be compassionate and inclusive? Yes. We
want broken people - people like us - who know their sinfulness. We are here for those who

know that they need something more than what this life has to offer. We seek not to offer
more of the same, but to offer something different. The person and work of Jesus Christ is

enough for us. We invite you to come see why.

We seek to be relevant in our vision.
We maintain that the Bible is more than a collection of ancient writings, but rather, it 

contains everything we need to face the problems of life in today’s culture. Consequently,
our teaching and preaching will include practical application to help us live as we ought to

live. We are not an elite group of those who have ‘arrived’ and we are committed to 
continual change. We rest on and submit to the absolute, unchanging truth of the Bible;

and it in turn changes us. We hear and meditate on God’s Word - and while we do that, we
try to be doers of that Word, and not hearers only. We have found that the unchanging
truths of the Bible affect our everyday lives, and we pray that we will become more and

more like Jesus Christ as we submit to and obey His Word.

GRACE BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLY

gathers for public worship on Sunday afternoons at the 
Malpas Community Centre, Pillmawr Road, Newport, at 3pm and

fourth Sunday mornings of the month at the Libanus Centre,
Libanus Road, Blackwood, at 10.30am

What do we believe?

Find us on Facebook
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Boiler service offer...

£45.00+ VAT

Professional boiler servicing with pride.

Full central heating systems 

24 hr breakdowns & maintenance

Boiler repair & installation

Boiler and fire servicing

Unvented cylinder installtion & servicing

Bathroom design & fit out

Radiator installation

Fires & surrounds

Gas safety certificates

General plumbing

365 days a year helpline

Contact our family run team on

 01633 894 113
01633 615 800

www.ecowarmth.wales

Our servicing offer includes a full system

check and boiler filter clean out.
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