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Welcome!
Hope you all had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to Autumn and the
usual seasonal activities ahead.

We are a small independent business and our aim is to provide an informative and
interesting magazine that positively contributes to both community life and local
businesses. A full list of local events, activities, groups and churches are available
on our website, www.swdirectories.com

Please don’t forget to get in touch soon if you would like to advertise your business
in our November/December edition. This will be our Christmas edition so may be
an excellent opportunity to promote your business to lots of potential customers at
this time of year. We deliver to 30000 homes all over Newport; this is an ideal way
for you to reach prospective customers and support the local community at the
same time. Advertising in the Directories has proved successful for so many of our
advertisers, some have been with us since the very first magazine in May 2006.

A huge thank you to all our advertisers - we are grateful for all your support.

Best wishes

Advertising enquiries: 

Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771

or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NOV/DEC EDITION - MONDAY 30th SEPTEMBER

Editor: Susan Woolford

Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford

The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 

. 
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

This is Sarah. She’s busy
cleaning her oven...

Clever Sarah!
02920 990 287 or 01291 427 244

www.thecleanovenco.com Put the sparkle back into Your kitchen today!

CALL
TODAY

• Ovens • Agas • Grills • Hobs • Extractors • BBQs • Microwaves •

Newport & East Wales

Sarah called the domestic oven cleaning
specialists, so she could relax and
enjoy a coffee while it’s done!

Clean Oven
The

Co

1100
YEARS 2006 - 2016

& SERVICE
RELIABLE QUALITY



Newport charities and volunteer

organisations continue to

benefit by thousands of pounds

each year by taking part in the

annual Newport Uskmouth

Rotary’s City Draw and there is
an opportunity for new
organisations to join the 2020
Draw. Affectionately known as

the NURD, the event is

genuinely a win/win scheme

first introduced in Newport in

September 2008. The concept

is simple and hugely beneficial.

The Club obtains prizes from

sponsorship from various

commercial and private

sources. The Rotary Club prints

the raffle tickets, gives them to

the participating organisations

who keep the income from the
sale of tickets.

On average each year, more

than £17,000 has been pumped

into the charity sector of the

City The first Draw was in May

2009 and the most recent on

1st May 2019, when the Mayor

of Newport drew the winning 11

tickets which were shared by

Friends of the Newport Ship,

Newport Philharmonic Choir,

Newport MIND, Lliswerry Heart

Link, Zimbabwe Volunteers

Association, Adams Chorale,

Cantorion Sanctaidd Choir, and

ETA-mined. £20,000 worth of
tickets will be available for
the next Draw (NURD20) and
registration will take place in
late October. Beneficiaries of

the Draw say:

RN Association (Newport): “A

big thank you for inviting us

again to take part in the Annual

Draw. They provide everything –

all we have to do is sell the

tickets and keep the money

and, this year, our funds were

swollen by £1,500”.

Parkinson’s Newport: “We

may not have won a prize but

it was all in a good cause and

we raised £395 for our

funds”.

“Opt to Adopt” Dogs’
Home: “We really appreciate

the opportunity to take part

and the funds raised will be

put to good use”.

NURD19 first prize
Winner: “Winning

the top cash prize

means that I can

afford a holiday for

the first time for

many years. Thank

you Rotary”.

The Draw promoter,

Keith Minton, says

“This is just part of

the contribution

Newport Uskmouth

Rotary makes to the City: other

activities include the award-

winning ‘Young Carers’ project,

developing work in the City’s

first ‘Men’s Shed’, the annual

summer cycle ride for Prostate

Cancer and the ‘Tree of Light’ at

Christmas in Friar’s Walk. 

Newport Uskmouth Rotary boost
Charity funds to over £180,000

If you are involved in running a charity, a youth activity,
keep-fit class, PTA, church, choir etc. etc., you may be

eligible to take part in the 2020 Draw. To learn more
contact Keith Minton on keithminton44@gmail.com

“
”

The event is
genuinely a win/win

scheme first
introduced in
Newport in
September 

2008. 
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Open 5pm-late
7 days a week

01633 255 698  
01633 212 456All major credit cards accepted. 

No cheques

Free Home Delivery

on orders over £15

within a 4 mile radius

Indian Takeaway
12 Risca Road, Newport NP20 4JW

www.chillies-newport.co.uk 

Awarded a Five
Star Food 

Hygiene Rating
for the last
three years.

Pay cash and receive a10% discount on collection of orders
over £15 

(Excludes any drinks)

M.R.M Plumbing 
and Heating

Mobile: 07864 029690
email: martin2979@virginmedia.com

FREE QUOTES
24/7 CALLOUT

COMPETITIVE PRICES

� Digital Aerial Installation

� Extra Aerial Points Fitted

� T.V. Reception Problems Fixed

� Freesat Installed

� Satellite Dish Alignment

� LCD/LED Television Repairs

� Free Quotations



To book shows visit newportlive.co.uk/riverfront or call 01633 656 757

THE RIVERFRONT  
THEATRE & ARTS CENTRE

Here are some highlights set to delight theatre & cinema lovers in the coming weeks …

g | Creative | Fun

LESLEY GARRETT 
Wednesday 25 September 

PAVILION 
22 - 25 October 

GRIFF RHYS JONES: 
ALL OVER THE PLACE   
Wednesday 30 October

STIFYN PARRY: 
SHUT YOUR 

MOUTH! 
CAU GY GEG! 

16 October  
 (yn Gymraeg)

18 October
 (in English)

Saturday 12 October

GODS & KINGS 
9 – 11 October 
 

 
Thursday 26 September 

15 - 19 
October 

28 November  
- 31 December  
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Unit 9 Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca NP11 6NP

ROOFING
n Tiling 
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
n New Build 
n Extensions 
n Renovations 
n Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
n Gutter repair
n UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE



BEACHES
IN WALES

A small rocky cove at high tide, sandwiched
between towering cliffs, one mile south of the UK’s
smallest city, St David’s. The beach is accessed by
following a path through the craggy cliffs and down
a steep set of steps. At low tide, a sandy beach is
revealed with lots of rock pools to explore. You

won't find much in the way of beach amenities at
Caerfai Bay and there is no lifeguard, so care should
be taken if swimming here as currents are strong
and changeable. If you are passing or on holiday in
the area, the magnificent Cathedral is definitely well
worth a visit.

Caerfai Bay

8 swdirectories.com September/October 2019

Tornado in Newport
Early on a sunny morning in July
a Tornado passed through
Newport leaving a trail of steam
and a group of happy railway
enthusiasts, young and old, all
feeling that the early start had
been well worth it. 
Built in 2008, the Tornado is the

first mainline steam engine to be
built in the UK since the 1960s.
The magnificent steam engine
set off on its Pembroke Coast
Express journey from Bristol,
travelling to Newport, Cardiff,
Bridgend, Port Talbot, Swansea,
Llanelli, Carmarthen and Tenby.

The £3m locomotive is owned
by a trust and was built over an
18 year period.
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Proud to be
Endorsed

�  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
�  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
�  Upholstery and Leather Suites
�  Carpets & Rugs
�  Competitive Prices
�  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
�  Free Surveys/Estimates
�  Full Liability Insurance
�  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490
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THE APP

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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Fifteen Seconds to Create 
the Right Impression!
Our experience has shown that most potential 
buyers will decide whether they have a good 
feeling about a house within 15 seconds of 
entering it!

Whilst it would be ridiculous to suggest that this is 
the major contributing factor as to whether an off er 
is made or not, we strongly recommend that home 
owners looking to sell their properties take note and 
do what they can to present their house in its most 
favourable light.

We encourage our sellers to look at their own 
home through the eyes of a potential buyer and ask 
themselves what would you like to see, how would you 
like the house to be presented?

Tidy Up Before Viewings
You would be amazed by the number of houses we 
show people around where the current owners have 
made no eff ort to clean the main living spaces. Plates, 
mugs, clothes, toys etc are left on display instead of 
being tidied away.

-   Keep a few family pictures on display but if possible 
pack away your knick-knacks, ornaments and other 
items that some might consider as clutter. Whilst it 
is still your home, potential buyers want to be able to 
see themselves living there and constant reminders of 
you won’t help! 

-   If your kitchen worktop space is limited, make it 
look as large as possible by putting kettles, toasters, 
microwaves, storage jars/containers and other items 
in cupboards. 

You might also be interested to know that almost 95% 
of buyers are looking to buy a house that they can 
move straight in to. Even though buyers are encouraged 
to overlook the current furnishings and decoration of 
a property, ripped or marked wallpaper and stained or 
worn carpets can turn buyers off .

Some sellers might think that because they are moving 
they needed invest the time or go to the expense of 
replacing things like this but we strongly recommend 
you reconsider because what will cost you a couple of 
hundred pounds to do might save you thousands when 
it comes to negotiating the sale price.

Don’t Forget Your Garden
Spend a bit of time and money preparing the exterior 
of your home. Create the right fi rst impression and 
keep the gardens and driveway well maintained, 
clean the facias and guttering, paint the front door if 
necessary and please remove the gnomes from the lawn!

Speak to the Experts
We pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity. If you 
are unsure what you need to do to show off  your house 
in its best light, ask us.

Book A Free Valuation and Let Us Help You to Sell Your House
If you are thinking of buying, selling, renting or seeking a professional company to manage your 

properties, get in touch to fi nd out how we CAN help you.
Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

Tel: 01633 262628    Email: sales@kingston-newell.com    www.kingston-newell.com



I’d like to bet that not many
readers will have drawn
comparisons between Pubs
and Filling Stations. Indeed,
pubs and cars don’t mix very
well at all. But, that’s not
where I’m going with this.
We’re going to look at a
particular impact that electric
cars will have in the coming
20 years. Stick with me…

Cast your mind back to the

1970s or earlier. There were few

towns or villages that didn’t

have a pub. Bigger towns might

even have a pub on every

corner. And those pubs sold

drinks! If you were lucky,

maybe a bag of crisps. Fast

forward to the 1980s - pubs

were rapidly declining because

of reduced profits and

publicans started to widen their

product offering to make ends

meet. Fast forward to the 21st

century… Pubs are still closing

at the rate of about 14 a week

according the British Beer &

Pub Association and there can

be precious few pubs left that

don’t offer food. So, not only

has this institution of British life

& culture declined dramatically

– those that are left, have

transformed themselves into

restaurants rather than remain

as traditional ‘boozers’.

Now consider the retail

enterprise that we have come to

know as ‘The petrol station’.

Back in the day when pubs

were pubs, there were few

villages that didn’t have the

filling station and their stock-in-

trade was generally limited to

petrol, Castrol GTX, light bulbs

and maybe a chamois leather.

By the 70s, an evolution was

well under way. By the turn of

the century, the petrol station

had almost entirely transformed

itself into a grocery store for the

motorist (Who could have
foreseen Marks & Spencer or
Waitrose teaming up with BP?).

Now, the next stage of that

evolution is under way with the

coming of the electric vehicle.

As pubs became restaurants to

improve profits, the filling

stations have become the new

‘corner shop’ because they

couldn’t turn a profit simply

selling fuel and that ‘osmosis’ is

about to become more

pronounced. The government

target for all new vehicles to be

electric by 2040 has started to

drive the sale of electric cars -

which don’t use filling stations.

The steady decline of filling

stations is widely predicted in

much the same way we have

seen the decline in pubs. Now

this doesn’t mean that the

establishments will disappear

entirely… Indeed, the shift that

they have already made into

grocery stores probably saved

their bacon… and with an

increasing number now

incorporating cafes, the

buildings and locations will stay,

but the number of pumps will

decline to the same status as

the Air & Water unit or the car

wash. Ultimately, the petrol &

diesel offering will simply not

stack-up as a (small) business

proposition to deliver a low

profit product to a steadily

declining number of customers.

The days of the independent

filling station are numbered.

Hydro-carbon fuel will be

thinner on the ground and in the

hands of large supermarkets

that can afford to carry a loss-

leader.

Meanwhile, we have a whole

range of new problems to deal

with following the introduction

of the electric car – which (at

the moment) need many hours

to re-fuel (Ahem… re-charge).

I’ll leave you with a thought… if

you live in a terraced house

after 2040, how will you re-

charge your vehicle? You can’t

stick the charging cable out of

the front door and across the

pavement! To be explored next

time.

Mike Joenn, AJ Garage
Services, Star Trading Estate.
01633 431305   

Find us on Facebook

“Excuse me, can you
tell me where I can buy
some Diesel?”

By Mike Joenn, Founding Director of AJ Garage Services, Ponthir

When I finished my
apprenticeship as a HGV
mechanic, we were living in a
different century and from
where we stand now it has
never seemed so far away.
Back in the 1960s, cars came in

one flavour – petrol. Only HGVs

& buses ran on diesel and the

only thing on the road that was

powered by batteries was the

dairy’s milk float. In 2019, we

can look back in awe.  We’ve

seen the rise AND THE FALL of

the diesel car and more

recently, the dawn of the age of

the electric car (and Hybrid).

But it’s going to take time for us

to go all electric. There’s a LOT

of conventional vehicles out

there to be maintained and

serviced, so we certainly don’t

see the need for our skills

declining in the foreseeable

future.

That said, life in vehicle

servicing and repair isn’t what it

used to be. The car today is

tantamount to a fancy computer

with four wheels and whilst the

fundamentals remain the

same… pistons, gearboxes,

wheels, brakes, they have

become ‘computer peripherals’.

The modern vehicle is

governed, controlled and

enabled by computers.

Consequently, the modern

service centre must employ

new technology to service and

maintain them and believe me,

it’s expensive. Our business, for
example, has invested over
£45,000 in just the last two
years tooling up with new
computer systems and the
software to analyse customers’
vehicles to identify problems
and fulfil other specialist
functions. And just like your
home computer, the software
needs constant updating,
upgrading and replacement.
Troubleshooting a vehicle fault
these days often starts with a
technological diagnosis before
we can get down and dirty with
the nuts and bolts.

And have you noticed, we’re no
longer ‘mechanics'. We are
‘Vehicle Technicians’ reflecting
the fact that it’s simply not
good enough to be able to use
a spanner. We’ve got to be
‘systems analysts’ and we have
to understand technology as
well as know how to use a
socket set. Training is both
essential and on-going.

The introduction of Technology
to the workshop has also been
instrumental in opening up the
market for vehicle servicing.
Vehicle manufacturers can no
longer ‘tie you in’ to their
service regimes with proprietary
diagnostics and threat of
invalidated warranty. Software
and system diagnostic tools are
available to non-franchise
garages.

Few motorists realise that

today, they have the option to

have their vehicle diagnosed

and serviced by an accredited

garage of their choice - without

invalidating the warranty. So

long as you choose an

accredited garage, you can rest

assured that the work will be

carried out to the

manufacturer’s standards using

genuine parts. And here’s the
thing, it can be a highly cost-
effective choice – particularly
on premium brand motor
vehicles.

So, look out for the

accreditations that offer

assurances that you are dealing

with a professional garage

which has invested in the

technology, equipment, the

tools and the training to offer

you the service that you need.

And here’s the plug… Our

business – AJ Garage Services
is affiliated to the Retail Motor
Industry Federation, The
United Garage Services
Group, the Trust My Garage
Network and we are members

of the Guild of Master
Craftsmen. When you are

looking for your next motor

vehicle service and start to

compare pricing, give me a call.

Mike Joenn, AJ Garage
Services, Star Trading Estate.
01633 431305   

Find us on Facebook

These Days, it’s a Computer
with Four Wheels and a 
Spare
(and the spare’s often an option!)

By Mike Joenn, Founding Director of AJ Garage Services, Ponthir
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving � Decking � Fencing � Driveways

Patios � Block paving � Tree work � Hedge cutting � Grass cutting

Pressure washing � Planting � Tidy ups � Invasive weed control

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register
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Caerleon 
ANTIQUES & SOCIAL 

HISTORY CLUB 2019-20
Caerleon Social History Club takes place in
Caerleon Town Hall on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday evening of the month, apart from
the event in October, which is on Tuesday
1st. Our first evening of the season is on
September 10th and begins at 7.15 p.m.

Everyone will have the opportunity to listen to a
variety of speakers on a wide range of subjects.
Membership for the year (September – April) is
£25 but it is possible for anyone to join us for an
individual evening too. You will be made very
welcome.

Refreshments are available and the evening
finishes at 9.00pm

Should you have any queries please do not
hesitate to contact:
Maggie Bain - Chairperson Tel 07714 008796

Programme Sept-Oct 2019
September 10th

Saving Treasures, Telling Stories – Dr Rhianydd
Biebrach, National Museum of Wales. A Heritage Lottery
Grant Funded Project – acquiring archaeological objects
for local and national collections. An interesting evening to
start our year!!

September 24th
The Auction Market Today plus questions and 
valuations - Caroline Hawley, a regular on Flog It and
Bargain Hunt. Caroline has dealt in antiques and
collectables since a teenager.

October 1st 
Please note date as it’s the 1st Tuesday of the month
The Living Levels - Gavin Jones, Community Engagement
Officer. The heritage, wildlife and wild beauty of the historic
landscape of the Gwent Levels

October 22nd 
The Plas Gunter Mansion, Abergavenny – Dr Gill Wakley.
A hidden chapel, illegal Catholic masses and martyrdom.





I write this article at the height
of summer, when the country
has recorded its hottest July
ever temperature. Welsh
beaches have been invaded by
throngs (or should that be
thongs?) of sun worshippers,
whose modesty is protected
only by scanty bikinis and
budgie smugglers. Of course,
budgie smuggling is not the
only sort of smuggling that
takes place in the UK.
Trafficking in both drugs and
people is an ever-present blight
but old school smuggling of
goods is never out of fashion.
In 2012, for instance,
contraband consisting of
25,000 bottles of red wine,
67,000 cigarettes and 92 kilos
of tobacco was recovered from
just a single container at
Newport Docks. 
According to estimates, Britain
once had as many as 25,000
smugglers with another 100,000
people actively involved in
distribution. The Royal Navy, with
its complement of 50,000 sailors,
struggled to police national
waters and it was only after the
conflict with France had ended
with the defeat of Napoleon that
the war against the smuggler
gained traction. 

As a major port, Newport has
been awash with illicit goods for
hundreds of years, depriving HM
Customs and Excise and its

predecessors of millions of
pounds in lost revenue. The
manner in which contraband was
brought ashore varied but there
have been persistent rumours of
secret tunnels running beneath
the city, such as between the
River Usk and Christchurch and
from the River Ebbw to St Woolos
Cathedral. 

The earliest reports of the illegal
trade around Newport possibly
date back to 1649 when 2,000 lbs
of tobacco were seized at
Redwick. Attempts by customs
officers to board moored vessels
suspected of smuggling were
often less than plain sailing.
During one such episode in 1791,
a ship’s crew, brandishing both
cutlass and pistol, swore to the
official that “if he presumed to
come on board, they would blow
his brains out!” Many merchant
seamen who were found guilty of
smuggling were later
pressganged into the Royal Navy
as a punishment and a deterrent.
From 1830, it was generally
recognised that smuggling was in
decline nationwide, although
Newport did not see a similar
change in the tide. Instead, it
reported increasing numbers of
offences and it has been
suggested that the opening of the
Monmouthshire Brecon Canal
may have contributed to the rise. 

One interesting case involved the
inaptly named ship, Good Intent.

Owned by a group of Newport
businessmen, the 72-ton
schooner ran a seemingly
respectable operation between
Britain and France. However, an
inspection in 1837 revealed a
series of false bulkheads that
concealed 1100 gallons of brandy
in 259 kegs. As a result, the Good
Intent’s master was sentenced to
a stint in Monmouth Gaol, whilst
the vessel itself was confiscated
and broken up. 

On another occasion in 1891, the
South Wales Echo reported that
the master of a German ship
named the Leocadia had been
summoned to Newport Town Hall
following the discovery of
undeclared brandy stowed
beneath some canvas in his bath.
The steward had claimed the
barrel was empty but the truth
was revealed when customs
officers heard the liquid sloshing
about inside. That same year, the
Western Mail printed a story
about a runner for a Newport
butchers, who was charged with
smuggling cigars. Upon being
confronted when bringing them
ashore, the man literally did a
runner, although he was
apprehended some two hours
later. The sentence was one
month’s imprisonment with a two
guinea fine and no doubt, his
dreams of becoming a big time
smuggler went up in smoke at the
same time! 

The Golden Age 
of Smuggling 
by Paul Minton 
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NEWPORT INDOOR 
BOWLING CENTRE

The Glebelands Bank Street Newport NP19 7HF
www.newportibc.co.uk

For further information please contact the Centre
Tel: 01633 264343

OUR AIM IS TO FOSTER THE
GAME OF INDOOR BOWLS AND
TO CREATE AND MAINTAIN A
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
� New members Male/Female/Any age

most welcome
� We also have disabled facilities
� Why not join one of our leagues
� Interested in playing competitive matches
� Coaching Sessions for all ages & standards

Sunday 10am - 12pm
1st sessions is free

ALL FUNCTIONS
CATERED FOR 
INCLUDING 
CORPORATE

EVENTS
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Dalmatian Bike Ride Celebration Party Friday 20 September 2019

Supported by

In association
with

Registered Charity 
number : 1010576

#Dalmatianbikeride
@dallybike

Join us to celebrate raising over £250,000 for local hospice 
care. Ticket includes 1 course meal and entertainment.

To book please call 01633 851051 
or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Find us on:

Fri 20 September 2019
Rodney Parade, Newport
7pm - Midnight
£20 per person

BIKE RIDE CELEBRATION PART Y

Go Pink Friday 20 September 2019

Go Pink
Fri 20 September 2019

Celebrate 40 years of  
St David’s Hospice Care

Can you help us fundraise?
Get in touch  to help us provide free local hospice care.

For more information please contact 

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 851051 or email hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Registered charity number: 1010576Find us on:

To book your place please contact  

Skydive Swansea direct on 01792 207035 or visit 
www.skydiveswansea.co.uk/skydives/charity
As soon as your space has been registered with Skydive Swansea please email 
us on fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org to receive your St David’s Hospice 
Care fundraising pack.

Registered charity number: 1010576
Supported by

Skydive Swansea Day Saturday 21st September 2019

Skydive
Swansea
Skydive for St David’s 
Hospice Care in Swansea 

Saturday 21 September 2019

Come and celebrate 
our 40th Birthday with us at

Find us on:

Only 30
Spaces

available

Transporter Bridge Abseil Saturday 5 October 2019

Transporter
Bridge Abseil
Sat 5th October 2019
The Transporter Bridge, 
Newport
£30 Entry Fee
Superhero fancy dress 100% optional

Can you be a hero
for your local hospice?
Climb 278 steps, Abseil 178 feet (Free-fall)!
www.stdavidshospicecare.org  
01633 851051
Registered charity number: 1010576
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Find us on:

2 4  H O U R  T E A M  R E L A Y  C H A L L E N G E

N E W P O R T
O C T  2 0 T H  -  O C T  2 1 S T  2 0 1 9

M I D D A Y  -  M I D D A Y

T H E  U K ’ S  O N L Y  2 4  H O U R 
V E L O D R O M E  C H A L L E N G E 

T R A C K  B I K E S  P R O V I D E D

O P E N  T O  A L L  A B I L I T I E S

C O R P O R A T E  T E A M  C H A L L E N G E

B E G I N N E R S  W E L C O M E

T E A M S  O F  S I X

2 4  T E A M S  |  2 4  H O U R S  |  1  V E L O D R O M E

R E G I S T E R  Y O U R  T E A M  T O D A Y !

02920 353940
www.cyclone24.co.uk
enquiries@cyclone24.co.uk
@cyclone24UK 

W I L L  Y O U  B R A V E  T H E  B O A R D S  I N  2 0 1 9 ?

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

Join us at Cineworld Newport for a special screening 
of Miracle on 34th Street (1994 version).

For bookings:
Call 01633 851051 or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Registered charity number: 1010576
Supported by

Christmas Cinema Night Wednesday 11th December 2019

Christmas
Cinema 
Night
Hosted by St David’s Hospice 
Care at Cineworld, Newport 
Retail Park (Spytty)
Wed 11 December 2019
6.00pm arrival, 7:30pm Film

Find us on:

Festive
Raffl e
on the night

MIRACLEON 34TH STREET

E-Shops

like retro  
& vintage...
you can purchase items 
from our e-shop
Check our eclectic range of items for sale on ebay 
and Gumtree, perfect if you are looking for that 
something a little bit different or unique. You can 
also call into our donation centre by appointment 
and see what we have to offer.

Search ‘SDHC’ on Ebay, Gumtree 
and Facebook Marketplace.

Registered charity
number: 1010576@sdhc14 / St David’s Hospice Care E-ShopFind us on:

Unit 1, Withey Court, Ty Coch Way, Cwmbran. NP44 7EZ

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 987006   onlineshop@stdavidshospicecare.org

vintage, retro &Antique

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

Supporting Hospice Care 
in our community

Your Local 
Hospice Lottery

Licensed and regulated by the Gambling Commission. Licence No. 004874. 
Website: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk  Promoter: St David’s Foundation 
Hospice Care, Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH. Registered Charity 
No. 1010576.   Responsible Person: Kris Broome. Must be 16 or over to play. 
Underage gambling is an offence.

50

Find us on:

£1
per week

Join
Today!k

21

28

9

42

33

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

£1,000

£500

£10

First prize
£1000!
£500 Second Prize

£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10

24 
weekly
prizes

Find us on:

By supporting the work of St David’s Hospice Care, you are making a positive difference to patients and their 
families throughout Newport, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Torfaen and South / Mid Powys. Funds raised provide 

comprehensive palliative care and support to patients and their families at a very diffi cult time of their lives. Our aim 
is to ensure patients have ‘real’ choice to receive individual tailored care, surrounded by friends and families.

Take part 

in a local 

collection

Sign up to EasyFundraisingeasyfundraising.ork.uk/causes/sdhc

Join our

Lottery
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER

OOTWH

 

     

 
 

ACSIRERIHLO

 

     

 
 

92191633610A

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

IHOOLLHT  

     

 
 

ERREI 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 
 

www

 

     

 
 

hloothw.w

 

     

 
 

moc.erih

 

     

 
 



22 swdirectories.com September/October 2019



September/October 2019 swdirectories.com 23

Leaky Shower???
We have a 

Shower Pod Solution

We also offer a full design service using the latest 
3D Software to visualise designs.

Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers 

and much, much more.

Are you fed up 
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from 
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod. 

Supplied and fitted from 

£1595.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

� Quick Installation
� Minimum disruption 
� Completely leak free construction
� Say goodbye to silicone and grout
� No mould or bacteria
� Easy to clean

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 19­24 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

SALE
NOW
ON



SWAN RESCUE

Those of our readers who have
been with us for any length of
time will know it’s not only
swans which need our help, but
it is true that by far the majority
of our rescues do involve
‘water’ birds in the broadest
sense. This time, its ducklings
(mallard) and gulls (Lesser
Black Backed); the two stories
are not related.
We received a family of eight tiny
day old ducklings, their
catastrophic separation from
mother duck in a totally
regrettable incident involving a
speeding motorist on the
outskirts of Cardiff. We have
years of experience in dealing
with these tiny creatures; at some
stage this always involves
moving them on for ‘finishing’
prior to release, due to limited
capacity this might be sooner
rather than later. And so it was
with this group. A characteristic
which marks some mallard
families is they are incredible
‘athletes’, capable of jumping
considerable heights from a
standing start; doubtless a very
useful attribute in their survival kit!
So we loaded the ducklings into
what we considered a suitable
box and set off for Vale Wildlife
Rescue at Beckford. Horror of
horrors, when we arrived and
booked the birds in, we found we
had only six ducklings. Despite
emptying the back of the car we
could find no trace of the two
missing ducklings and neither
could we hear them, we would
have expected their characteristic
high pitched contact calls to have
been apparent. There was
nothing, so we set off for home.
Stuck in traffic at some point
during the return journey we did
hear that call, and eventually
found two little ducklings in one
of my wellington boots. Clearly,
they had jumped from the bottom
of the box, locating one of the

carrying
slots and transferred
themselves to the boot. So, for
these two, the whole process
had to be repeated, for which, it
seems, they were none the
worse.
A local food manufacturing
/processing company has learnt
how careful they have to be
regarding the management of
open topped road-going
containers, by ensuring they are
fully covered when they are not in
use. One such recently emptied
container (but not washed and
cleaned because its use is for
unwanted leftovers) was found by
four adult gulls at some time
during the night, and clearly was
thought to contain some tasty
food items. Whether it did or
didn’t, the actual residue was in
fact a curry sauce colour; let’s say
turmeric yellow!

The discovery was made at
about 5am by members of the
workforce. They had to find a
certain amount of sophisticated
kit in order to remove them from
their predicament, whereupon
we were

called to arrange
transport, care and rehabilitation.
In fact we were in a near identical
situation three years ago, and so
had no hesitation in, once again,
involving Vale Wildlife Rescue.
The gulls are recovering well.
By an odd coincidence, on 6th
July, The Times carried a picture
of a Herring Gull which had met
with a similar misfortune some
100 miles or so away, and was
cleaned by the staff at another
local wildlife hospital.

For swan and all other wildlife
problems please contact Peter
& Ellen on 01633 895241 or
07802 472788

Of Ducklings and Gulls
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Wade and Wade LLP are a family run legal

practice offering a friendly and cost 

competitive legal service in areas such as:

• The buying and selling of your home (conveyancing)

• Wills and Probate

• Lasting Powers of Attorney

We will take time to talk things through with you to understand your needs to

enable our experienced team to offer no nonsense, practical advice.  

We offer transparency in relation to our costs so you will 

always know what to budget.

Let our family take care of your family.

126 Caerleon Road Newport NP19 7GS

info@wadeandwadellp.co.uk | www.wadeandwadellp.co.uk

01633 386026
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Community Events

See our website for a full list of
what’s on locally. 

www.swdirectories.com

What’s On Places of 
Worship

See our website for a 
full list of local church
services and activities. 

www.swdirectories.com

Would you like to travel, get creative, play the
Ukulele, join a choir, attend talks and video

shows, get active or learn a new language - all
for pleasure, with NO exams? Well Newport
U3A has over thirty interest groups for the

retired or those winding down to retirement. 
We meet at the premises of Shaftesbury Street
Methodist Church, NP20 5JH from 10.00am to
3.45pm Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

during term time, and other days for offsite
activities.

Newport U3A

For more information about Newport U3A's
many interest groups and events visit

www.newportu3a.org.uk or phone 
Angela Robins on 07980 970967.

The New Term starts
on Wednesday 4th
September. Come
along and try a few

taster sessions
before committing to

join us. We would
love to see you at

anytime of the year.
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Over 50 years experience in Interior Design. We invite you to call into
our showroom and chat with us about your furnishing ideas

Our fabric displays are from
carefully selected suppliers

such as Ashley Wilde, Clarke
& Clarke, Belfield, Bill

Beaumont to name but a
few, all of which offer

immense inspiration. From
the initial selection of fabric
to the final fitting stage, we
offer the highest standards
and make sure that you will

be pleased with your choice.

Love your fabric choices for your made to measure curtains and blinds
MADE BY US IN HOUSE

We love what we do -
So will you! 

Opening Hours: 
Monday Closed.  Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.  
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm.  Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk  email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA

Mob: 07887 677110

New Dora designs now in
store

New display range of fabrics
and blinds

Illumi8 blinds by 

Ashley Wilde
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Once on board they learned that
the original expedition commander
Sedov had died previously and that

the expedition leader was now a Dr.
P. Kushakov. It was agreed that the
fortunate pair, Albanov and
Konrad, could stay on board the
Saint Foka for the trip back to
Archangel. The next morning the
crew went ashore to search for fuel
and they dismantled a large cabin
and transported the wood back to
the ship to use as fuel. This salvaged
wood fuel would give the ship
enough steam power to last about

three days and, hopefully, take
them clear of the ice.
The ship was very old and had

sprung a leak which required
pumping for a couple of hours
every day to prevent it from
sinking. The shortage of fuel caused
much concern and care had to be
taken to avoid frequent collisions
with ice floes. Before heading back
towards Archangel, the ship made a
search of other islands of the
archipelago for any surviving
missing members of the Saint Anna
party, but no trace of any of these

people was found. Albanov and
Konrad must be the only survivors
of the forlorn party that had set out
from the icebound ship Saint Anna.
After completing the unsuccessful
search the ship set off in the
direction of Archangel, making use
of any favourable winds to use sail
power. The crew were desperately
ransacking the ship for any wood
that was not a vital structural part
and could be burnt as fuel to raise
steam. They even considered
burning the ship’s piano and also
dismantled all the ship’s cabins in
the search for fuel. This meant that
everybody would have to sleep on
the bare deck!
The Saint Foka made very slow
progress on her return voyage, they
were blocked by fog and had
difficulty in avoiding icebergs. The
ship became trapped in the ice and
had to anchor itself to a berg. They
were now desperately short of fuel
and resorted to dismantling the
topmast, the jib boom and spritsail
gaff, to saw up for fuel. They even
piled up in the coal bins spare sails,
coils of rope, mattresses and
anything not absolutely necessary
that would burn.
In the morning the fog finally lifted
and the winds became favourable
and they were able to hoist sails and
maintain a southerly progress at
four to five knots. Eventually, the
ship broke free of ice and was able
to set a straight course for Cape
Svyatoy and it was hoped that they
might meet a steam ship that would

Bygones 10 by Steve Barber

(Part 3)

The Final Fate of
H.M.S. Newport

Albanov and Konrad paddled their Kayak out across the sea to meet the
approaching ship, the Saint Martyr Foka, which then dropped anchor.
The relieved pair then clambered on board and were made welcome. The
ship was calling at Cape Flora in order to search for fuel supplies for the
steam engines.  They had used up most of their coal supplies and were
forced to rely on sail power.

Saint Foka
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tow them to Archangel. They

eventually began to meet other

vessels, but despite the Saint Foka’s
signals none of them would stop.

Finally, they made contact through

a fishing boat and managed to send

a message which resulted in two

motor boats towing the ship into a

fishing port.

From here they were able to

arrange a lift on board a steamer,

S.S. Emperor Nicholas, which would

take a party on to Archangel

including Albanov and Konrad.

This then finally achieved the

homecoming of a pair, who after

two years voyaging, were all that

remained of the crew of 24 who had

left St. Petersburg on September 1st

1914.

From his diary records that he had

kept so carefully over the last few

years, Albanov later went on to

write a book detailing the story of

this tragic expedition and survival.

The book was initially written in

Russian then translated into French

and finally in English. I managed to

find such a copy entitled ‘In the

Land of White Death’ via Amazon

from which I have taken details for

this article.

Albanov continued as a sailor

serving on board various ships

including an icebreaker. He,

unfortunately, died in 1919 some

reports say of typhoid and others

say that he was killed by the

explosion of a munitions wagon at

a railway station in Siberia.

Konrad also continued at sea

sailing with Albanov on board the

icebreaker Canada and then he

worked as an engineer and

mechanic on the Baltic Steam Ship

Line. He outlived Albanov, dying of

pleurisy in Leningrad in 1940.

Now the final question must be

‘What happened to the Saint Anna
and remaining crew members?
I am afraid that you must wait until

the next and final instalment to find

out.

(To be continued)

Driveway, Landscaping and 
Building Specialist

All Aspects of Work Undertaken

Landscaping & Driveways Ltd

Tel: 01633 449836
Mob: 07765 240400
Email: Rogerstone.ld@hotmail.com

Web: rogerstonelandscapingdriveways.co.uk

Don’t Delay CALL today for a 
Free quotation

R Howells
Plumbing & Heating Services

Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
for a free friendly quote

No Job
Too

Small!

l Central Heating Systems
l New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation, including 

Plastering & Tiling
l All Aspects of Plumbing Services
l 24 hour callout, 365 days per year
l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years Experience

FULLY INSURED
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• All aspects of carpentry 
• Emergency Locksmiths call out service.  
• Non destructive gained entry  
• Mortice picking 
• Fully DBS checked
• All types of locks fitted 
• Security upgrades to British Standard

to comply with insurance 

Daniel Pulley  
Tel: 07775 791761 

Email: dpulley@hotmail.co.uk 

NO CALL OUT FEE 

Sudoku

The object of sudoku is to insert the 
missing numbers in the boxes to satisfy just

one condition: each row, column and 3x3 box
must contain the digits 1 through to 9 exactly

once. This can be done by 
applying logic – you do not have to guess.

Crossword

Solution on page 34



September/October 2019 swdirectories.com 31

LAMINATES LTD

WT

You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and Install

SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Local Worktop Specialist

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops with integrated solid surface sink recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm
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Pre-School Classes
� Parent and child gymnastics for under 2s and 

2-4yrs. 
British Gymnastics themed badge & certificate
for all.

� Independent gymnastics and cheerleading for 
3-4 yrs.

� Offering fun, excitement and challenges in a 
caring environment.

� Brightly coloured, age appropriate equipment.

School Age Classes
� Gymnastics for children from reception - year 8.
� Cheerleading for children from reception - year 6.

WE HAVE MOVED OUR WEEKDAY CLASSES TO AN
EXCITING NEW VENUE WITH SPRUNG FLOOR

Unit 4 Wern Industrial Estate, Rogerstone, NP10 9FQ 
(nr Tiny Rebel Brewery and Ballet Cymru)

www.hohgymnastics.co.uk  |  info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
07768 485892 

FREE TRIAL FOR ALL NEW

PRE-SCHOOLERS

GYMNASTICS AND 
CHEERLEADING



All weekday classes are held at: 
Unit 4 Wern Industrial Estate 

Rogerstone NP10 9FQ

All Saturday classes are held at:
Trinity Church Sports Hall, 

Glasllwch Lane Newport NP20 3PU
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Solutions
Crossword

Sudoku

Advertise 
your business

from only

£75
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk

07725
888070

01633
892771

�
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Call us today on

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we off er to our clients.

 No sale - no fee
 Residential or commercial sales and lettings
 Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
 Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Th is months
Hot Properties

FOR SALE

Malpas Road, Newport
Stunning 5 bedroom detached Period farm 
house. Idyllically set within approx 1.5 acres. 

£720,000 

FOR SALE

Woodlands Drive, Malpas
Stunning 4 bedroom detached new build 
property finished to high specification.

£379,950  

FOR SALE

Gwenddwr Grange Close, Newport
Beautifully presented 4 bedroom 
detached family home. Driveway 
parking for two vehicles & single garage.

FOR SALE

Canberra Crescent, Newport 
Immaculately presented 3 bedroom 
detached bungalow within ideal setting.

£330,000 

£295,000 

All properties available at time of going press

WE WILLMATCH ANYOF OUR COMPETITORSFEES*

OURGUARANTEE



The severe drought of 1937
served to give warning of the
increasing need for much
greater water storage
capacity. Proposals for a
large new dam in the upper
Claerwen Valley were at an
advanced stage by early
1939, but the Second World
War meant that the demands
of wartime production itself
put even greater strains on
the existing water supplies.
The increasingly urgent calls
for a new dam and reservoir
on the Claerwen were to be
reactivated soon after the
end of the war. 
It is a measure of its size that
the Claerwen dam was to
create a reservoir which holds
almost as much water as the

combined total of the three
earlier dams built in the
neighbouring Elan Valley.
The dam is 184ft (56m) high
and 1167ft (355m) long.

The Claerwen dam was
designed to be in keeping with
the appearance of the much
older structures nearby.
Although built in concrete, the

huge dam was faced
with dressed stone.
The construction of the
Claerwen dam, the last of the
dams in the district, took six
years, using a workforce of
470. The Claerwen dam was

ceremonially declared open by
the newly crowned Queen
Elizabeth in October 1952, in
one of the first official
engagements of her reign.

RESERVOIRS 
IN WALES

Claerwen Dam and Reservoir in 
the Elan Valley
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On the 12th June we had our
second conference booking of
the year, this time at Caldicot
Castle. International delegates
at a medical conference in
Cardiff were holding their gala
dinner in a marquee in the
castle grounds and GG was
part of the welcoming events
before their meal.
With about 200 people arriving,
the timings were well planned and
precise, but unfortunately traffic
from the M4 to the castle was so
heavy that the coaches were over
30 minutes late arriving. This
meant our plans to dance for two
separate groups and then get
people to join in had to be
curtailed. We completed our
display, and then as the rain
started, found some space in the
marquee to get a few people to
join us - half the delegates were
still exploring the castle grounds.
A shame but I think particularly
the foreign delegates enjoyed
seeing our Welsh costumes and
dancing, even if it was only for a
short while.
The 27th June saw us back at the
adult special needs school on the
Treforest Industrial Estate. This
has become an annual event and

our visit is always eagerly
anticipated. Barbara Griffiths had
again put together a Welsh
culture session with questions for
the students to answer, some
dance demonstrations, including
clogging, music from our band
and some simple audience
participation dances.
Usually our bookings are
arranged well in advance,
sometimes almost a year, but at
the end of May we had an
invitation to dance again at
Llanover, this time in the village,
on the 4th July for a visiting VIP.
Sometime later we were informed
that the VIP would be Prince

Charles, who after visiting a
school and the Winding House in
New Tredegar with the Duchess
of Cornwall, would be arriving
alone to tour Elizabeth Murray’s
lovely gardens and hear about the
work of her ancestor Lady
Llanover. GG would be dancing
Llanover Reel for his arrival at the
village hall and another dance as
he departed.
The 4th July turned out to be a
really hot day, and in our woollen
costumes with the ladies wearing
bonnets and tall hats, we were
feeling the heat as we waited for
almost an hour past the intended
start time. Finally HRH and Mr &
Mrs Murray arrived and we
started dancing, they then
entered the village hall to meet
various local dignitaries and we
began to prepare for our second
dance. Prince Charles’ equerry
suddenly appeared to say not to
dance again but to form a group
as HRH wanted to meet us. He
shook hands with everyone, was
very charming, and suggested we
go into the hall for a cup of tea
and get out of the sun. 

Many thanks to David Owen for
the two photos from Llanover 

Gwerinwyr Gwent Diary 

Gwerinwyr Gwent would love to recruit some new dancers, especially men! 
Welsh dance steps are basic and few, it is just the patterns of the dances that need to be learned. We
would also be delighted to welcome extra musicians to join our little band. Practice night is Thursday 

8-10pm at the Graig Community Hall, Bassaleg (opposite the Ruperra Arms). Either just come along, ring
01495 271953 for more details, or check out our website www.gwerinwyrgwent.org.uk or Facebook page.
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