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Welcome!
Hope you all had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to Autumn and the
usual seasonal activities ahead.

We are a small independent business and our aim is to provide an informative and
interesting magazine that positively contributes to both community life and local
businesses. A full list of local events, activities, groups and churches are available
on our website, www.swdirectories.com

Please don’t forget to get in touch soon if you would like to advertise your business
in our November/December edition. This will be our Christmas edition so may be
an excellent opportunity to promote your business to lots of potential customers at
this time of year. We deliver to 30000 homes all over Newport; this is an ideal way
for you to reach prospective customers and support the local community at the
same time. Advertising in the Directories has proved successful for so many of our
advertisers, some have been with us since the very first magazine in May 2006.

A huge thank you to all our advertisers - we are grateful for all your support.

Best wishes

Advertising enquiries: 

Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771

or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NOV/DEC EDITION - MONDAY 30th SEPTEMBER

Editor: Susan Woolford

Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford

The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 

. 
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Find us at 57 Tredegar Street, Risca, Newport, NP11 6BW
For more information or to book a consultation you can contact us via:

Phone: 01633 615993/07510181667  Email: collettechiro@hotmail.com  FB: @RiscaChiropractic

CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT EFFECTIVE FOR:
• Back pain • Neck pain • Shoulder and elbow pain • Headaches
• Muscle and joint pain • Pregnancy related back pain • Knee and ankle pain • Sports Injuries

Check out our website for more details www.riscachiropractor.co.uk

Chiropractors use a range of techniques to reduce pain, improve function and increase mobility.
Chiropractic treatment mainly involves safe, often gentle, specific spinal manipulation to free joints in the

spine or other areas of the body that are not moving properly. Apart from manipulation, chiropractors
may use a variety of techniques including massage, ice, heat, ultrasound, exercise and acupuncture as

well as advice about posture and lifestyle.

Other Therapies now 
available at clinic: 
• Chiropody 
• Complementary Therapy 
• Sports Massage 
• Hypnotherapy
• Counselling
• Nutritional Therapy 
• Shockwave Therapy



Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS

CTS meet at the car park 

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

After only two weeks 
the beautiful floral 
tributes are reduced to 
just so much plastic, 
ribbon and metal.

I know this is going to be a sensitive subject and 
many out there will castigate me for these views 
– but ask yourself, would your dearly departed 
really want his or her favourite location treated 
in this way?

Dying to Get Up 
Twmbarlwm
Dying to Get Up 
Twmbarlwm
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ELECTRICAL
Efficient, Reliable, 

Exceptional Service,

Local Tradesman.

From a complete

rewire to just fitting a

light up we do it all 

including 

certificates.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

PETER LOWE

BUILDING SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

� New Fuse boxes � Inspection Certificates
� Complete Rewires � Extra Sockets
� All lighting � Electric Showers
� Small and big jobs

Please take a look at my website

www.peterlowebuildingservices.co.uk

Contact Peter 07920762843
Email peteressw@aol.com

Peter Lowe Building Services is a Part P Approved Contractor.

Government Approved Registration Scheme for Electrical Installers 

Beatrice Cutler BSc Hons  
mBANT,  CNHC Registered  
Nutritional Therapist  

07964800523 / 01633 615993 

AFFINITY 
NUTRITION

www.affinitynutrition.co.uk 

Dietary change can support  IBS symptoms, weight
issues, migraine, infertility, allergies 

and many more…. 

Special Introductory offer  

Diet Makeover £40 

Helping you achieve change through
dietary changes

Now at Risca Chiropractic Clinic!  

57 Tredegar St, Risca 

Open 5pm-late
7 days a week

01633 255 698  
01633 212 456All major credit cards accepted. 

No cheques

We now Deliver to

Risca. Minimum order
£25 and a 

£3 delivery charge.

Indian Takeaway
12 Risca Road, Newport NP20 4JW

www.chillies-newport.co.uk 

Awarded a Five
Star Food 

Hygiene Rating
for the last
three years.

Pay cash and receive a10% discount on collection of orders
over £15 

(Excludes any drinks)



It’s been a busy couple of
months for Risca East
Community Council with lots
to discuss and for us to get
involved with.
One of our main concerns
centred on the closure of the
public toilets at the Tredegar
Park in Risca town, perhaps
better known as Risca Park, and
how this impacts our wider
community. At a special
meeting, it was unanimously
decided to support the
campaign, ‘Save our Toilets’, by
donating £1000 in the hope that
the toilets would be open in time
for the summer holidays. Risca
East has no direct influence on
the work being undertaken to
reopen the toilets but we have
given a firm commitment to
support the charity being set up
and we wish the group every
success for the future.
Another major decision Risca
East Community Council has
taken this year is to support the
‘Summer Sport Scheme’ being
run at Risca Leisure Centre. Last
year, we agreed to fund free
transport for children attending
the scheme but this year we
decided to fund free places for
children from the Risca East
ward at a cost of £2500. At the
time of writing, children are
attending the sport scheme and
it’s hoped that at least 60
children will have benefited by
the end of the summer break. If
the Councillors believe it’s been
a success, we hope to increase
the number of free places during
the summer of 2020.
Looking forward to the autumn
and winter, Risca East

Community Council will, once
again, be working in partnership
with Risca Town Council in
organising the Armistice and
Commemoration Service on
Friday evening, 8th November at
Moriah Church. There will be
laying of wreaths on the morning
of Saturday, 9th November in
the Memorial Garden, Risca
town and a service at the
cenotaph on Sunday morning,
10th November. Please keep an
eye on local Facebook pages for
further information.
This winter, Risca East
Community Council will be
having a Christmas tree in the
grounds of St David’s Church at
the junction of Thistle Way and

Elm Drive, Ty Sign. We’re also
planning to increase the number
of lights along Elm Drive with an
official switch-on followed by
refreshments and a children’s
party at St David’s Church hall
on Friday, 29th November, 5 pm
until 7.30 pm. All are welcome to
attend to join in the fun.
Information will be shared via
Facebook and on Risca East
Community Council
noticeboards: one outside St
David’s Church, one near the
‘Top Shops’ on Elm Drive
leading to Holly Road, another at
the junction of Channel View and
Manor Road and one by the bus
stop at the bottom of Herbert
Avenue.

Welcome to 
Risca East Community Council 
Newsletter

If you wish to appeal for financial support for your local club,
society or charity, etc. please email our Clerk, Mr Gwyn James
on riscaeastcommunitycouncil@outlook.com or write to him at

13, Cherry Tree Road, Pontllanfraith, Blackwood, NP12 2PY.
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Unit 9 Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca NP11 6NP

ROOFING
n Tiling 
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
n New Build 
n Extensions 
n Renovations 
n Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
n Gutter repair
n UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE



The feature on the Sirhowy to
Newport Tramroad by Uplander
in the previous edition of the
Directory reminded me that I
had long intended to write
about this forgotten feature of
Risca.
When the early tramroads were
built the route taken was dictated
by not only the industry to be
served, but also the attitude of
the landowners through whose
land the route was to pass
through. The later railways were
built with Parliamentary sanction
and thus had compulsory
purchase power, but this was not
the case with the early tramroads.
The Monmouthshire Canal
Company’s tramroad from
Newport into the Western Valley
more or less followed the canal
on the Eastern side of the Valley,
so when it came to building the
tramroad to connect with the
Sirhowy tramroad at Nine Mile
Point, the opportunity was taken
to serve those industries on the
Western side of the valley
Northwards from Risca, rather
than branching off at Cross Keys.

I suspect that there was a land
ownership issue here, but have
no documentary evidence to
support this theory.

Thus, the tramroad came South
from Nine Mile Point and served
the notorious Black Vein Colliery
and its coke ovens, a large
brickworks, extensive limekilns
and a copper works on the
Western side at Risca
(Danygraig). All of this section of
the tramroad is now beneath the
A467 road. To join with the
Western Valley tramroad a
magnificent viaduct, the ‘Long
Bridge’ was constructed. It
consisted of 32 arches, built of
stone, was 48ft above the valley
floor, and is said to have cost
around £40,000 in 1805. By 1859
the tramroad had been converted
to a conventional railway, which
took an easier and less
curvaceous course, as the
photograph shows. For the next
40 years the ‘Long Bridge’
slumbered, unused, until from
about 1900 it was slowly
demolished, and its stonework
recycled, being used in numerous

buildings in the area.

It is hard to understand why such
and expensive structure was
considered necessary. Tramroads
were better able to cope with
gradients than the later railways,
so a ramp down to the river, a
simple bridge and another ramp
up would have been a much
cheaper option.

The later railway is also long
gone, and its embankment
levelled to provide extensive
playing fields. Of the ‘Long
Bridge’ itself just some stonework
remains, just to the side of Risca
Builders Merchant’s yard.

Of the tramroads themselves,
remains are few. The course 
of the railway is a foot and 
cycle track from near Cross Keys,
and a bridge with the stone
sleeper blocks of the tramway is
to be seen at Nine Mile Point. At
Pye Corner, if you stand facing
the ‘Hair Junction’ premises, to
the right a lane disappears behind
the houses in Western Valley
Road. This was the tramroad
course.

The ‘Long Bridge’ by Geoff Smith
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Proud to be
Endorsed

�  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
�  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
�  Upholstery and Leather Suites
�  Carpets & Rugs
�  Competitive Prices
�  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
�  Free Surveys/Estimates
�  Full Liability Insurance
�  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490
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Alpha Property Maintenance
A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ

HANDYMAN SERVICES
� Carpentry � General DIY � Plastering � Rendering  

� All Types of Property Maintenance Work � All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani

Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168

NO JOB
TOO

SMALL

FREE
no obligation
quote on all

work
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Fifteen Seconds to Create 
the Right Impression!
Our experience has shown that most potential 
buyers will decide whether they have a good 
feeling about a house within 15 seconds of 
entering it!

Whilst it would be ridiculous to suggest that this is 
the major contributing factor as to whether an off er 
is made or not, we strongly recommend that home 
owners looking to sell their properties take note and 
do what they can to present their house in its most 
favourable light.

We encourage our sellers to look at their own 
home through the eyes of a potential buyer and ask 
themselves what would you like to see, how would you 
like the house to be presented?

Tidy Up Before Viewings
You would be amazed by the number of houses we 
show people around where the current owners have 
made no eff ort to clean the main living spaces. Plates, 
mugs, clothes, toys etc are left on display instead of 
being tidied away.

-   Keep a few family pictures on display but if possible 
pack away your knick-knacks, ornaments and other 
items that some might consider as clutter. Whilst it 
is still your home, potential buyers want to be able to 
see themselves living there and constant reminders of 
you won’t help! 

-   If your kitchen worktop space is limited, make it 
look as large as possible by putting kettles, toasters, 
microwaves, storage jars/containers and other items 
in cupboards. 

You might also be interested to know that almost 95% 
of buyers are looking to buy a house that they can 
move straight in to. Even though buyers are encouraged 
to overlook the current furnishings and decoration of 
a property, ripped or marked wallpaper and stained or 
worn carpets can turn buyers off .

Some sellers might think that because they are moving 
they needed invest the time or go to the expense of 
replacing things like this but we strongly recommend 
you reconsider because what will cost you a couple of 
hundred pounds to do might save you thousands when 
it comes to negotiating the sale price.

Don’t Forget Your Garden
Spend a bit of time and money preparing the exterior 
of your home. Create the right fi rst impression and 
keep the gardens and driveway well maintained, 
clean the facias and guttering, paint the front door if 
necessary and please remove the gnomes from the lawn!

Speak to the Experts
We pride ourselves on our honesty and integrity. If you 
are unsure what you need to do to show off  your house 
in its best light, ask us.

Book A Free Valuation and Let Us Help You to Sell Your House
If you are thinking of buying, selling, renting or seeking a professional company to manage your 

properties, get in touch to fi nd out how we CAN help you.
Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

Tel: 01633 262628    Email: sales@kingston-newell.com    www.kingston-newell.com



At 11.15 on the morning of
Sunday the 3rd September
1939, Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain announced that a
state of war existed between us
and Germany. At 19.40 on the
evening of the 3rd September
1939, the passenger liner SS
Athenia was struck by a
torpedo fired by the German
submarine U-30.
The Athenia, en-route from
Glasgow to Canada, sank in the
North Atlantic some 250 miles off
the West coast of Ireland. 98
passengers and 19 of the crew
were killed. One of the
passengers killed, lost at sea, was
a Risca girl, 17 year old Nancy
Redgers.
Nancy, along with her sister
Eileen and their mother were
returning to Canada after coming

over to visit Mrs Olive Jenkins,
the eldest daughter of Mrs
Redgers, at No.1 Tredegar Street,
Risca, the former home of the
Redgers family.
Mrs Redgers and her daughters
had arrived in Risca in July 1939.
It was the first time they had
visited their old home since July
1929, when Thomas Redgers, his

wife Harriet and four of their
children had emigrated from
Risca to Toronto, Canada. After
spending a short time in a
Glasgow hospital recovering from
shock and exposure, on the 7th
October Mrs Redgers and her
daughter Eileen sailed from
Liverpool back to their home in
Canada.  

‘ONE OF JESUS SUNBEAMS’
These are the words inscribed on
a memorial stone flower pot, on a
grave in Danygraig Cemetery, the
last resting place of DEREK
WHITING, a seven year old
evacuee from Greenford, London.
Derek was one of the hundreds of
children, with and without their
mothers, evacuated from London
and the South Coast, who arrived
by train at Risca Station, at the

In the wrong place, at
the wrong time

By Bernard Osment

12 swdirectories.com



beginning of WW2.
On the 3rd June 1940, 500
children, evacuated from Dover,
Rochester and Chatham, arrived
at Risca Station at 10.45am, and
by the evening all had been
billeted. By the end of 1940,
1,059 unaccompanied children,
along with 311 accompanied
children and 207 mothers, had
been billeted in the Risca Urban
District. Derek had arrived in
Risca in October 1940 along with
other pupils and teachers from
Stanhope School in Greenford,
Middlesex. ‘Father Sees Son
Killed at Risca’ – This was the
heading of an article published in
the South Wales Argus on the 4th
July 1941. It told of the death of
Derek Whiting, a boy evacuee,
aged seven, the son of Mr and
Mrs John Ralph Whiting.
Mr Whiting had come down from
Greenford to see his son who

was billeted at No.10 Tredegar
Street, Risca. Derek and his father
were returning by bus to Risca
after visiting friends billeted in
Cross Keys. When they alighted
from the bus Derek ran across the
road ahead of his father and was
knocked down and fatally injured
by a passing lorry. The funeral
service, held at St. Margaret’s
Church, was attended by
teachers and pupil evacuees from
Stanhope School, and friends
from Risca.

‘The greatest gift of all’
On the 18th August 1944, Alan
Hugh Jones, the youngest son of
Joseph and Alice Matilda Jones
of ‘The Café’, 36 Tredegar Street,
Risca, celebrated his nineteenth
birthday as a sailor on the
minesweeper H.M.S. Britomart.
On the 27th August 1944, Alan
died of wounds received in action

when the Britomart was attacked
and sank off the north coast of
France. 
On the 4th September 1944, Alan
was buried in Risca Old
Cemetery, Cromwell Road. Alan
had been pupil of Danygraig and
Pontywaun County Schools, and
was employed as an apprentice
at Yendall’s Print Works before
joining the Navy in 1943.
For many years after the War, on
the 27th August, Alan was
remembered by his family in the
‘Roll of Honour’ column of the
South Wales Argus.
Jones – In most cherished
memory of our dear son Alan,
died August 27th, 1944, by
enemy action, off the north coast
of France. ‘He gave the greatest
gift of all. His unfinished life that
we might live.’ Always in the
thoughts of mam, dad and family.
In 1994, many years after his
mam and dad had passed away,
it was revealed that Alan, along
with the twenty other crewmen of
the Britomart, had not been killed
by the Enemy, but by the R.A.F.
“Due to an error in
communication”, a Flotilla of four
minesweepers, included the
Britomart, sailing close to an area
off the French coast still occupied
by the enemy, were assumed to
be German ships, and the R.A.F.
was ordered to attack them.
H.M.S. Britomart and H.M.S.
Hussar were sunk and H.M.S.
Salamander and H.M.S. Jason
damaged. 117 crewmen were
killed and 153 wounded.  Of
those killed, four were local boys.
On the Britomart, our Alan Jones,
19, from Risca, and Leon Jones,
21, from Newport, and on the
Hussar, Raymond Joseph
Anthony, 32, and Douglas

Denham, 27, both from Newport.
Alan’s death also affected the life
of an eight year old evacuee,
John Cockett. In the summer of
1940, John along with his sister
Lesley and other pupils from
Fairlop School in London were
evacuated to Risca. Initially John
and Lesley were billeted together
at the home of Mrs Mounter at
15. Danygraig Road. Although
they considered Mrs Mounter ‘a
very nice lady’, their stay there
was ended when their mother
asked for them to be re-billeted.
Unfortunately when they left Mrs
Mounter’s they went to separate
families. Lesley to a lady in Bridge
Street, and was not treated very
well, beans on toast being her
main meal most days. Whereas
John ‘landed on his feet’, being
taken in by Mr and Mrs Jones of
Jones the Café, Alan’s parents,
with good food and the most
wonderful ice cream almost every
day.
John’s stay at the Café ended
when the dreaded telegram
arrived with the news of the death
of their son, and the distraught
couple were no longer able to
keep him. Fortunately again John
‘landed on his feet’ when he was
taken in by Mr and Mrs Charles at
34 Park Place. They soon
became his Uncle Jack and
Auntie Cis., and at the end of his
stay in Risca, wanted to adopt
him.
I remember that we had
evacuees from Essex living in our
front room of No. 1 Millbrook
Cottages, Mrs McKelvey and her
baby. Her two other children, a
boy and a girl were billeted
separately in houses on opposite
sides of the road in nearby Mill
Street.

If you have any ‘evacuee’
stories you would like to share
please give me a ring on 
01633 613648.

September/October 2019 swdirectories.com 13
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Local Risca based company, with 20 years experience

NO JOB 
TO SMALL.

COVERING ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION

� Replacement window handles, glass units and hinges
� Damp proof services, UPVC work and roof repairs
� Bricklaying, Plastering, Fencing and much more

City & Guilds Qualified - Fully Insured
Call or email Rich on: 

M: 07926 885518 T: 01633 613153 
E: rich444@me.com

AFON
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

R Howells
Plumbing & Heating Services

Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
for a free friendly quote

No Job
Too

Small!

l Central Heating Systems
l New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation, including 

Plastering & Tiling
l All Aspects of Plumbing Services
l 24 hour callout, 365 days per year
l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years Experience

FULLY INSURED
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving � Decking � Fencing � Driveways

Patios � Block paving � Tree work � Hedge cutting � Grass cutting

Pressure washing � Planting � Tidy ups � Invasive weed control

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You
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D 
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S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register



Doors Open Days or simply,
Open Doors, provide free
access to buildings not
usually open to the public or
which normally charge. The
first event, La Journee Portes
Ouvertes, was held in France
in 1984 and the following year
the French Minister of Culture
proposed that the project be
internationalised under the
Council of Europe. The
Netherlands joined in 1987,
Sweden and the Republic of
Ireland in 1989 and Belgium in
1990.

With Glasgow being European

City of Culture in 1990,

Scotland ran a pilot scheme

and in 1991 the events were

united as European Heritage

Days at the initiative of the

Council of Europe supported by

the EU. England and Wales

joined in 1994. Over 20 million

people now visit European

Open Days and the idea has

spread too many countries

outside Europe.

Openings last year included 10

Downing Street & the U.S.

Embassy in London and, in

Bristol, the Redcliffe Caves &

Bristol Old Vic whilst Tintern

Abbey & Tredegar House were

attractions closer to home. The

Risca Museum first took part in

2016 and last year St. Mary's

church also participated. Both

are taking part this year and are

being joined by the Risca Male

Choir who occupy the old Risca

Urban District Council Offices.

Risca Museum
The Museum is on the ground

floor of the old Risca Collieries

Workman's Institute which was

built in 1916 for the local

miners. After the colliery closed

in 1967 it was used as the local

benefits office for many years

and, after that relocated, the

vacant building was used as the

Islwyn Labour Party campaign

office during the 1995 by-

election. That same year it was

purchased by Islwyn Borough

Council using European

Heritage money, putting the

Museum on the ground floor

and additional classrooms for

the Oxford House Adult

Education Centre on the first

floor. Caerphilly CBC

disposed of the building in

2016 resulting in a 7-fold rent

increase for the Museum which

is run by volunteers from the

Oxford House Industrial History

Society and receives no official

financial support. It is a Grade 2

listed building.

Although the Museum is open

from 10am to 12.30pm every

Saturday, for Open Doors it will

be open from 10am to 4pm on

both Saturday 28th & Sunday

29th September. As well as the

Edwardian Chemist shop and

the 1834 printing press from the

Starling Press, on display will

be many items not usually

available including artefacts,

photographs & maps. Also, on

Sunday 29th there will be a

short walk & talk on the Risca

Long Bridge (maximum duration

1 hour, flat ground) starting from

the Museum at 1pm.

OPEN DOORS

Risca, St Marys
Church

16 swdirectories.com September/October 2019



St Mary's Church
The current Risca parish

church, St. Mary's was built in

1852 in a Gothic revival style.

However, it replaced an earlier

church on the same site and,

during demolition of the earlier

building, Roman remains were

discovered in the foundations.

Whilst a church in Risca is likely

to have existed since the 12th

century, it has been suggested

that the site may be of Celtic

origin. As well as the church

itself being Grade 2 listed, the

entrance gateway and the

remains of the churchyard cross

are separately Grade 2 listed.

The church will open from

10.30am to 4pm on Saturday

28th September. The historic

parish records of Baptisms,

Marriages & Burials will be

available for inspection. Inside

are many interesting

monuments and dedications

notably the magnificent stained

glass window commemorating

the mining history of the

parish which was only

installed a few years ago

following a long

campaign. Outside are

headstones and grave

memorials with historical

importance to Risca

including the

gravestones of two brothers

who died in the 1860 Black Vein

Colliery explosion. There will be

leaflets available indicating the

location of some of the most

interesting sights both inside

and outside the church and

booklets on the full history of

the church will be on sale.

Refreshments will be available.

Risca Male Choir
The old Council Offices on St.

Mary's Street will open from

10.30am to 4pm on Saturday

28th September. The building

was completed in 1912 for the

Risca Urban District Council

and remained its headquarters

until it ceased to exist after local

government

reorganisation in 1974. Since

1988 it has been the home of

RMC, the Risca Male Choir,

which has gained a high

reputation both in the UK and

abroad. The outside of the

building is virtually unchanged

including the clock which has

been renovated by the choir.

Internally, many original features

remain and the room which

operated as the Council

chamber can be inspected.

Choir members will be in

attendance and the illustrated

history of the choir 'The First

Forty Years' and selected CD's

will be available to purchase.

Risca Colliers Institute

Risca council offices

September/October 2019 swdirectories.com 17
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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Over 50 years experience in Interior Design. We invite you to call into
our showroom and chat with us about your furnishing ideas

Our fabric displays are from
carefully selected suppliers

such as Ashley Wilde, Clarke
& Clarke, Belfield, Bill

Beaumont to name but a
few, all of which offer

immense inspiration. From
the initial selection of fabric
to the final fitting stage, we
offer the highest standards
and make sure that you will

be pleased with your choice.

Love your fabric choices for your made to measure curtains and blinds
MADE BY US IN HOUSE

We love what we do -
So will you! 

Opening Hours: 
Monday Closed.  Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.  
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm.  Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk  email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA

Mob: 07887 677110

New Dora designs now in
store

New display range of fabrics
and blinds

Illumi8 blinds by 

Ashley Wilde
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Community Events

See our website for a full list of
what’s on locally. 

www.swdirectories.com

What’s On Places of 
Worship

See our website for a 
full list of local church
services and activities. 

www.swdirectories.com

Western Valley
Camera Club

Western Valley Camera Club is one of the leading 
Camera Clubs in South Wales. 

We meet on a Thursday evening at Cross Keys Rugby

Club and operate for people who are interested in 

photography and wish to develop and enhance new and

existing skills.

The club holds meetings throughout the year on a variety

of topics and aims to provide a varied programme which

features the following broad topic areas:

• Competitions 

• Practical sessions

• Demonstrations

• Talks and presentations from members and quality

external speakers

We hold our meetings in the
Dudley Suite, Cross Keys
Rugby Club (Pandy Park,
Woodward Avenue, Cross
Keys, NP11 7BS) at 7.30pm
and aim to finish by 10.00pm

For further information please go to the club web
page at www.westernvalley.co.uk
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Community Events

Risca

LIBRARY
Risca Palace Unit B, 75 Tredegar Street

01443 864780
www.caerphilly.gov.uk

Baby Rhyne Time
meets every Wednesday 2.15pm - 2.45pm

Crafters Corner
meets weekly on Friday’s at 11am-12pm

(Informal craft session over tea and 
coffee, bring your own projects)

Story Time and Crafts 
(for children under4) – weekly on 

Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11am-12pm

Monday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Thursday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Saturday 9.30am - 4.00pm



Afon Belles is a local branch
of the W.I. based in Afon
village. It originated as a
ladies group to encourage
friendship and activities
within the community. For the
last 18 months it has been
affiliated with the W.I.
This group is a far cry from the
stereotypical view of the W.I. as
elderly, middleclass do-
gooders, making jam and
doing flower arranging. It is a
vibrant friendly group,
attracting members from all
walks of life and surrounding
villages and from ages 18
upwards.
Our programme for 2019
includes a Cheese & Wine night,
Samba Drumming, a Beetle
Drive, Belly Dancing and a St
John’s ambulance evening. We

would love to welcome new
members, so why not call in for
a taster session, a warm
welcome will be guaranteed.

Afon Belles WI
Friendship and activities within
the community

For more information please contact 
Karen Powell on 07870 116546 or email 

afonbellesrogerstone@gmail.com

We get together 
on the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesday in the month from
7.30pm to 9.00pm at River-
mead Community Centre, 

Afon Village.
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Call us today on

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we off er to our clients.

 No sale - no fee
 Residential or commercial sales and lettings
 Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
 Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Th is months
Hot Properties

FOR SALE

Malpas Road, Newport
Stunning 5 bedroom detached Period farm 
house. Idyllically set within approx 1.5 acres. 

£720,000 

FOR SALE

Woodlands Drive, Malpas
Stunning 4 bedroom detached new build 
property finished to high specification.

£379,950  

FOR SALE

Gwenddwr Grange Close, Newport
Beautifully presented 4 bedroom 
detached family home. Driveway 
parking for two vehicles & single garage.

FOR SALE

Canberra Crescent, Newport 
Immaculately presented 3 bedroom 
detached bungalow within ideal setting.

£330,000 

£295,000 

All properties available at time of going press

WE WILLMATCH ANYOF OUR COMPETITORSFEES*

OURGUARANTEE
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Sudoku

Solution on page 32

The object of sudoku is to 

insert the missing numbers in

the boxes to satisfy just one 

condition: each row, column

and 3x3 box must contain

the digits 1 through to 9 

exactly once. This can be

done by applying logic – you

do not have to guess.

Crossword
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All aspects of carpentry/decorating
work undertaken. 

• Fitted wardrobes.

• Decking/fencing.

• Doors/locks fitted.

Professional, precise and reliable
Mobile: 07840 265638 

Email: rcbayton@gmail.com
www.rbayton.com

FREE
QUOTES  

ROB BAYTON
LOCAL CARPENTER 

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Local, reliable and
friendly.
�

Flexible service to
meet your 

requirements.
�

Smoke free, clean
working area. 

�
Collection and 

delivery.

Please call Sally on 
07740 096099

COMPETITIVE 
RATES 

Ironing 
Service
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07725
888070
01633
892771

�Advertise 
your business

from only

£60
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk P
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Solutions
Crossword

Sudoku
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Windows � Doors

Conservatories � Porches

DOC

WINDOWS

� Boarding Up
� Draughty Windows
� Faulty Window Locks
� Faulty Door Locks
� Insurance Work
� Security Upgrades
� PVC Locksmith Service

A Risca based family run business

Double Glazing Repair Specialists

01633 821005
REPAIR + INSTALLATION + ADVICE

Clouded Glass
Brocken Hinges
Sealed Units
Hinges
Handles
Letter Boxes
Cat Flaps

We have now opened a showroom at unit 3 Islwyn Workshops, Risca (behind Tesco)



On the 12th June we had our
second conference booking of
the year, this time at Caldicot
Castle. International delegates
at a medical conference in
Cardiff were holding their gala
dinner in a marquee in the
castle grounds and GG was
part of the welcoming events
before their meal.
With about 200 people arriving,
the timings were well planned and
precise, but unfortunately traffic
from the M4 to the castle was so
heavy that the coaches were over
30 minutes late arriving. This
meant our plans to dance for two
separate groups and then get
people to join in had to be
curtailed. We completed our
display, and then as the rain
started, found some space in the
marquee to get a few people to
join us - half the delegates were
still exploring the castle grounds.
A shame but I think particularly
the foreign delegates enjoyed
seeing our Welsh costumes and
dancing, even if it was only for a
short while.
The 27th June saw us back at the
adult special needs school on the
Treforest Industrial Estate. This
has become an annual event and

our visit is always eagerly
anticipated. Barbara Griffiths had
again put together a Welsh
culture session with questions for
the students to answer, some
dance demonstrations, including
clogging, music from our band
and some simple audience
participation dances.
Usually our bookings are
arranged well in advance,
sometimes almost a year, but at
the end of May we had an
invitation to dance again at
Llanover, this time in the village,
on the 4th July for a visiting VIP.
Sometime later we were informed
that the VIP would be Prince

Charles, who after visiting a
school and the Winding House in
New Tredegar with the Duchess
of Cornwall, would be arriving
alone to tour Elizabeth Murray’s
lovely gardens and hear about the
work of her ancestor Lady
Llanover. GG would be dancing
Llanover Reel for his arrival at the
village hall and another dance as
he departed.
The 4th July turned out to be a
really hot day, and in our woollen
costumes with the ladies wearing
bonnets and tall hats, we were
feeling the heat as we waited for
almost an hour past the intended
start time. Finally HRH and Mr &
Mrs Murray arrived and we
started dancing, they then
entered the village hall to meet
various local dignitaries and we
began to prepare for our second
dance. Prince Charles’ equerry
suddenly appeared to say not to
dance again but to form a group
as HRH wanted to meet us. He
shook hands with everyone, was
very charming, and suggested we
go into the hall for a cup of tea
and get out of the sun. 

Many thanks to David Owen for
the two photos from Llanover 

Gwerinwyr Gwent Diary 

Gwerinwyr Gwent would love to recruit some new dancers, especially men! 
Welsh dance steps are basic and few, it is just the patterns of the dances that need to be learned. We
would also be delighted to welcome extra musicians to join our little band. Practice night is Thursday 

8-10pm at the Graig Community Hall, Bassaleg (opposite the Ruperra Arms). Either just come along, ring
01495 271953 for more details, or check out our website www.gwerinwyrgwent.org.uk or Facebook page.
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Leaky Shower???
We have a 

Shower Pod Solution

We also offer a full design service using the latest 
3D Software to visualise designs.

Supply Only OR Supply and Professional Installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, accessories, showers 

and much, much more.

Are you fed up 
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from 
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod. 

Supplied and fitted from 

£1595.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

� Quick Installation
� Minimum disruption 
� Completely leak free construction
� Say goodbye to silicone and grout
� No mould or bacteria
� Easy to clean

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

SALE
NOW
ON



Pre-School Classes
� Parent and child gymnastics for under 2s and 

2-4yrs. 
British Gymnastics themed badge & certificate
for all.

� Independent gymnastics and cheerleading for 
3-4 yrs.

� Offering fun, excitement and challenges in a 
caring environment.

� Brightly coloured, age appropriate equipment.

School Age Classes
� Gymnastics for children from reception - year 8.
� Cheerleading for children from reception - year 6.

WE HAVE MOVED OUR WEEKDAY CLASSES TO AN
EXCITING NEW VENUE WITH SPRUNG FLOOR

Unit 4 Wern Industrial Estate, Rogerstone, NP10 9FQ 
(nr Tiny Rebel Brewery and Ballet Cymru)

www.hohgymnastics.co.uk  |  info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
07768 485892 

FREE TRIAL FOR ALL NEW

PRE-SCHOOLERS

GYMNASTICS AND 
CHEERLEADING
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All weekday classes are held at: 
Unit 4 Wern Industrial Estate 

Rogerstone NP10 9FQ

All Saturday classes are held at:
Trinity Church Sports Hall, 

Glasllwch Lane Newport NP20 3PU
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SWAN RESCUE

Those of our readers who have
been with us for any length of
time will know it’s not only
swans which need our help, but
it is true that by far the majority
of our rescues do involve
‘water’ birds in the broadest
sense. This time, its ducklings
(mallard) and gulls (Lesser
Black Backed); the two stories
are not related.
We received a family of eight tiny
day old ducklings, their
catastrophic separation from
mother duck in a totally
regrettable incident involving a
speeding motorist on the
outskirts of Cardiff. We have
years of experience in dealing
with these tiny creatures; at some
stage this always involves
moving them on for ‘finishing’
prior to release, due to limited
capacity this might be sooner
rather than later. And so it was
with this group. A characteristic
which marks some mallard
families is they are incredible
‘athletes’, capable of jumping
considerable heights from a
standing start; doubtless a very
useful attribute in their survival kit!
So we loaded the ducklings into
what we considered a suitable
box and set off for Vale Wildlife
Rescue at Beckford. Horror of
horrors, when we arrived and
booked the birds in, we found we
had only six ducklings. Despite
emptying the back of the car we
could find no trace of the two
missing ducklings and neither
could we hear them, we would
have expected their characteristic
high pitched contact calls to have
been apparent. There was
nothing, so we set off for home.
Stuck in traffic at some point
during the return journey we did
hear that call, and eventually
found two little ducklings in one
of my wellington boots. Clearly,
they had jumped from the bottom
of the box, locating one of the

carrying
slots and transferred
themselves to the boot. So, for
these two, the whole process
had to be repeated, for which, it
seems, they were none the
worse.
A local food manufacturing
/processing company has learnt
how careful they have to be
regarding the management of
open topped road-going
containers, by ensuring they are
fully covered when they are not in
use. One such recently emptied
container (but not washed and
cleaned because its use is for
unwanted leftovers) was found by
four adult gulls at some time
during the night, and clearly was
thought to contain some tasty
food items. Whether it did or
didn’t, the actual residue was in
fact a curry sauce colour; let’s say
turmeric yellow!

The discovery was made at
about 5am by members of the
workforce. They had to find a
certain amount of sophisticated
kit in order to remove them from
their predicament, whereupon
we were

called to arrange
transport, care and rehabilitation.
In fact we were in a near identical
situation three years ago, and so
had no hesitation in, once again,
involving Vale Wildlife Rescue.
The gulls are recovering well.
By an odd coincidence, on 6th
July, The Times carried a picture
of a Herring Gull which had met
with a similar misfortune some
100 miles or so away, and was
cleaned by the staff at another
local wildlife hospital.

For swan and all other wildlife
problems please contact Peter
& Ellen on 01633 895241 or
07802 472788

Of Ducklings and Gulls
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LAMINATES LTD

WT

You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and Install

SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Local Worktop Specialist

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops with integrated solid surface sink recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm



NEWPORT INDOOR 
BOWLING CENTRE

The Glebelands Bank Street Newport NP19 7HF
www.newportibc.co.uk

For further information please contact the Centre
Tel: 01633 264343

OUR AIM IS TO FOSTER THE
GAME OF INDOOR BOWLS AND
TO CREATE AND MAINTAIN A
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
� New members Male/Female/Any age

most welcome
� We also have disabled facilities
� Why not join one of our leagues
� Interested in playing competitive matches
� Coaching Sessions for all ages & standards

Sunday 10am - 12pm
1st sessions is free

ALL FUNCTIONS
CATERED FOR 
INCLUDING 
CORPORATE

EVENTS
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Dalmatian Bike Ride Celebration Party Friday 20 September 2019

Supported by

In association
with

Registered Charity 
number : 1010576

#Dalmatianbikeride
@dallybike

Join us to celebrate raising over £250,000 for local hospice 
care. Ticket includes 1 course meal and entertainment.

To book please call 01633 851051 
or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Find us on:

Fri 20 September 2019
Rodney Parade, Newport
7pm - Midnight
£20 per person

BIKE RIDE CELEBRATION PART Y

Go Pink Friday 20 September 2019

Go Pink
Fri 20 September 2019

Celebrate 40 years of  
St David’s Hospice Care

Can you help us fundraise?
Get in touch  to help us provide free local hospice care.

For more information please contact 

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 851051 or email hello@stdavidshospicecare.org

Registered charity number: 1010576Find us on:

To book your place please contact  

Skydive Swansea direct on 01792 207035 or visit 
www.skydiveswansea.co.uk/skydives/charity
As soon as your space has been registered with Skydive Swansea please email 
us on fundraising@stdavidshospicecare.org to receive your St David’s Hospice 
Care fundraising pack.

Registered charity number: 1010576
Supported by

Skydive Swansea Day Saturday 21st September 2019

Skydive
Swansea
Skydive for St David’s 
Hospice Care in Swansea 

Saturday 21 September 2019

Come and celebrate 
our 40th Birthday with us at

Find us on:

Only 30
Spaces

available

Transporter Bridge Abseil Saturday 5 October 2019

Transporter
Bridge Abseil
Sat 5th October 2019
The Transporter Bridge, 
Newport
£30 Entry Fee
Superhero fancy dress 100% optional

Can you be a hero
for your local hospice?
Climb 278 steps, Abseil 178 feet (Free-fall)!
www.stdavidshospicecare.org  
01633 851051
Registered charity number: 1010576
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Find us on:

2 4  H O U R  T E A M  R E L A Y  C H A L L E N G E

N E W P O R T
O C T  2 0 T H  -  O C T  2 1 S T  2 0 1 9

M I D D A Y  -  M I D D A Y

T H E  U K ’ S  O N L Y  2 4  H O U R 
V E L O D R O M E  C H A L L E N G E 

T R A C K  B I K E S  P R O V I D E D

O P E N  T O  A L L  A B I L I T I E S

C O R P O R A T E  T E A M  C H A L L E N G E

B E G I N N E R S  W E L C O M E

T E A M S  O F  S I X

2 4  T E A M S  |  2 4  H O U R S  |  1  V E L O D R O M E

R E G I S T E R  Y O U R  T E A M  T O D A Y !

02920 353940
www.cyclone24.co.uk
enquiries@cyclone24.co.uk
@cyclone24UK 

W I L L  Y O U  B R A V E  T H E  B O A R D S  I N  2 0 1 9 ?

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

Join us at Cineworld Newport for a special screening 
of Miracle on 34th Street (1994 version).

For bookings:
Call 01633 851051 or visit www.stdavidshospicecare.org

Registered charity number: 1010576
Supported by

Christmas Cinema Night Wednesday 11th December 2019

Christmas
Cinema 
Night
Hosted by St David’s Hospice 
Care at Cineworld, Newport 
Retail Park (Spytty)
Wed 11 December 2019
6.00pm arrival, 7:30pm Film

Find us on:

Festive
Raffl e
on the night

MIRACLEON 34TH STREET

E-Shops

like retro  
& vintage...
you can purchase items 
from our e-shop
Check our eclectic range of items for sale on ebay 
and Gumtree, perfect if you are looking for that 
something a little bit different or unique. You can 
also call into our donation centre by appointment 
and see what we have to offer.

Search ‘SDHC’ on Ebay, Gumtree 
and Facebook Marketplace.

Registered charity
number: 1010576@sdhc14 / St David’s Hospice Care E-ShopFind us on:

Unit 1, Withey Court, Ty Coch Way, Cwmbran. NP44 7EZ

www.stdavidshospicecare.org 
01633 987006   onlineshop@stdavidshospicecare.org

vintage, retro &Antique

Play online at:
www.stdavidshospicecare.org
or ring us: 01633 851051

Supporting Hospice Care 
in our community

Your Local 
Hospice Lottery

Licensed and regulated by the Gambling Commission. Licence No. 004874. 
Website: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk  Promoter: St David’s Foundation 
Hospice Care, Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH. Registered Charity 
No. 1010576.   Responsible Person: Kris Broome. Must be 16 or over to play. 
Underage gambling is an offence.

50

Find us on:

£1
per week

Join
Today!k

21

28

9

42

33

St David’s Hospice Care Lottery

£1,000

£500

£10

First prize
£1000!
£500 Second Prize

£250 Third Prize
£50 Fourth Prize

Plus a further 20 prizes of £10

24 
weekly
prizes

Find us on:

By supporting the work of St David’s Hospice Care, you are making a positive difference to patients and their 
families throughout Newport, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Torfaen and South / Mid Powys. Funds raised provide 

comprehensive palliative care and support to patients and their families at a very diffi cult time of their lives. Our aim 
is to ensure patients have ‘real’ choice to receive individual tailored care, surrounded by friends and families.

Take part 

in a local 

collection

Sign up to EasyFundraisingeasyfundraising.ork.uk/causes/sdhc

Join our

Lottery



The severe drought of 1937
served to give warning of the
increasing need for much
greater water storage
capacity. Proposals for a
large new dam in the upper
Claerwen Valley were at an
advanced stage by early
1939, but the Second World
War meant that the demands
of wartime production itself
put even greater strains on
the existing water supplies.
The increasingly urgent calls
for a new dam and reservoir
on the Claerwen were to be
reactivated soon after the
end of the war. 
It is a measure of its size that
the Claerwen dam was to
create a reservoir which holds
almost as much water as the

combined total of the three
earlier dams built in the
neighbouring Elan Valley.
The dam is 184ft (56m) high
and 1167ft (355m) long.

The Claerwen dam was
designed to be in keeping with
the appearance of the much
older structures nearby.
Although built in concrete, the

huge dam was faced
with dressed stone.
The construction of the
Claerwen dam, the last of the
dams in the district, took six
years, using a workforce of
470. The Claerwen dam was

ceremonially declared open by
the newly crowned Queen
Elizabeth in October 1952, in
one of the first official
engagements of her reign.

RESERVOIRS 
IN WALES

Claerwen Dam and Reservoir in 
the Elan Valley
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Boiler service offer...

£45.00+ VAT

Professional boiler servicing with pride.

Full central heating systems 

24 hr breakdowns & maintenance

Boiler repair & installation

Boiler and fire servicing

Unvented cylinder installtion & servicing

Bathroom design & fit out

Radiator installation

Fires & surrounds

Gas safety certificates

General plumbing

365 days a year helpline

Contact our family run team on

 01633 894 113
01633 615 800

www.ecowarmth.wales

Our servicing offer includes a full system

check and boiler filter clean out.

*

Quote 
RDBoiler

when you call
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