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Welcome!

As 2019 draws to an end we would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who
has contributed to the success of the Directory this year.
Thank you to all the distributors who, no matter how bad the weather is,
deliver the Directories for us. Thank you to the
residents and local clubs, charities and
organisations for sending us articles and
information for publication in the Directory.
Finally, a very special thank you to the
advertisers for their continued support, without
the financial support from the advertisers there
would be no Directory.
If you are interested in advertising your business in
the Directory, please contact us to find out about
the very competitive advertising rates. You will
always deal with us directly, like many of the
businesses that advertise in this magazine, we
are a small, independent family business
and fully appreciate how much your
business means to you.
Have the most relaxing and enjoyable
Christmas,
Warm wishes

Advertising enquiries:
Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771
or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk
COPY DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY / FEBRUARY EDITION FRIDAY 29TH NOVEMBER
Editor: Susan Woolford
Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused
by errors or omissions.
All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been
given for use in the publication.
SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included
within this publication.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may
be reproduced without the prior permission of
the editor.
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Any problems or
issues in the
Graig Ward?
Contact
Councillor

David
Williams

Indian Takeaway

12 Risca Road, Newport NP20 4JW
www.chillies-newport.co.uk
Open 5pm-late
7 days a week

Free Home Delivery
on orders over £15
within a 4 mile radius

Pay cash and receive
a
10% discount on
collection of orders
over £15
(Excludes any drinks)

The Waggoners Cottage
Croes-Carn-Einon Farm
Holly Lane
Newport, NP10 8RR

A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New
Year
Thank you for your
continued support

Email: david.williams@newport.gov.uk
Phone: 01633 892134
Mobile: 07549 916533
All major credit cards accepted.
No cheques

01633 255 698
01633 212 456

Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP
November/December 2019
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CALL IN FOR
A BARGAIN
Great deals on
all leading
manufacturers

David James
& Sons
Est 1988

CELEBRATING OUR
31ST YEAR
OFFERS ON ALL ROLL
STOCK & REMNANTS
REDUCED TO CLEAR
Free planning,
estimate, & home
selection service

Moving heavy furniture
& old carpet removal
service available

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY
458a – 462 Caerleon Road, Newport NP19 7LW | Tel. 01633 253800
Email: james.carpets@ntlworld | Web: www.davidjamescarpets.co.uk

CHO NEW
ICE BLI
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OW
IN
Over 50 years experience in Interior Design. We invite
you to call into our showroom and chat with us about
your furnishing ideas
Our fabric displays are from carefully selected suppliers such
as Ashley Wilde, Clarke & Clarke, Belfield, Bill Beaumont to
name but a few, all of which offer immense inspiration. From
the initial selection of fabric to the final fitting stage, we offer
the highest standards and make sure that you will be pleased
with your choice.

Love your fabric choices for your made to
measure curtains and blinds
MADE BY US IN HOUSE
We love what we do - So will you!
Opening Hours: Monday Closed. Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm. Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm
www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA
Mob: 07887 677110
4
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Mohammad.Asghar@Assembly.Wales
01633 220022
www.mohammadasghar.org.uk
Fairoak House, 15 - 17 Church Road,
Newport NP19 7EJ

MOHAMMAD

ASGHAR AM/AC

Do you need a
CLEANER?

House Keeping & Cleaning Services
Domestic & Commercial Cleaning
Please call Julia on:
T: 01633 668976 | M: 07904 599421 | www.privilegedproperties.co.uk
November/December 2019
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Gwerinwyr Gwent Diary
Flushed with success after
dancing for Prince Charles on
4th July, our busy month
continued on Sat 13th at an old
favourite – the Caerleon
festival. Lovely weather drew
out the crowds and we danced
twice, once in the garden of
The Bell and then in front of the
main stage at the Hanbury
Arms. So many people were
sitting enjoying the sunshine, I
should imagine the bar takings
were through the roof!
Monday 15th saw us in
Monmouth giving our Welsh
culture evening to the ladies of
Agincourt WI. They joined in
enthusiastically with the
participation dances (which
makes our job much easier) and
we had some very nice
comments afterwards.
Saturday 20th took us to
Blaenavon and the ‘Dance on the
Mountain’ day of dance. The
event has been growing over
several years, but it was the first
appearance for GG. Again we
had two spots, one in the
Heritage Centre and the second
in the marquee in Market Square.
There were plenty of people
watching the varied styles of
dance, which included local
youngsters with street dancing
through to strictly ballroom,
flamenco, rapper and folk.
We were lucky to have the
support of the Lloyd family as our
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musicians, as we
also did on the last
weekend of July
when we travelled
to Dorset to take
part in the Bridport
Folk Festival. All
the dancing takes
place in street
settings, so thank
goodness the
weather was
lovely (although
there was a plan
B if it was wet).
Lots of people
around watching the mainly
Morris dance sides, so I think we
made a nice contrast and of
course the Lloyd children’s
clogging routines always go
down a storm with the audiences.
The festival is only in its second
year of revival after being defunct
for several years. We danced
both Saturday and Sunday and
really enjoyed it. What a lovely
town Bridport is, so many old
buildings and a nice atmosphere.
Also it is only a mile from West

Bay, where the TV series
Broadchurch was filmed.
August was quiet and we have
our annual break from practicing
then, but started back a week
early as we had been invited to
dance at the Rogerstone festival
on Sunday 1st September. It was
another beautiful
day with lots
going on and
huge crowds at
the Welfare
Grounds. Sadly
not that many
were watching our
performance and
even fewer
agreeing to join us
in a simple ceilidh
dance, so thank
you to those who
did and thanks also
to the organisers for
inviting us.
Gwerinwyr Gwent is
always seeking new members,
and beginners or experienced
dancers/musicians are very
welcome. Practice night is
Thursday 8-10pm at the Graig
Community Hall (opposite the
Ruperra PH).
For more details visit our
website
www.gwerinwyrgwent.org.uk,
ring 01495 271953, or just come
along and give it a try.

November/December 2019

NO CHOKE CHAINS OR
RATTLE BOTTLES JUST KIND
EFFECTIVE METHODS!
G
G
G
G
G

Puppy Classes
Adult Dog Training Classes
Weekly Classes
Individual Training Sessions
Over 10 Years’ Experience

Please check the website for all classes.
Call Shaun:

07890 996093
www.k9traintime.co.uk

PETER LOWE

BUILDING SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

ELECTRICAL

From a complete
rewire to just fitting a
light up we do it all
including
certificates.

FREE
ESTIMATES
I

I

I

I

New Fuse boxes
Complete Rewires
I All lighting
I Small and big jobs

Inspection Certificates
Extra Sockets
I Electric Showers

Please take a look at my website
www.peterlowebuildingservices.co.uk

Contact Peter 07920762843
Email peteressw@aol.com

Painting & Decorating
I Floor & Wall Tiling
I UPVC - Soffit & Fascia
Boards/Guttering
Laminate Flooring/Skirting Boards
I Decking/Fencing/Patios
I

Efficient, Reliable,
Exceptional Service,
Local Tradesman.

I

Local Reliable Service
Free Estimates and Advice
Call Wayne

H: 01633 891970
M: 07760 357141

Peter Lowe Building Services is a Part P Approved Contractor.

Government Approved Registration Scheme for Electrical Installers

November/December 2019
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Keith Price Garages Ltd

New XC40
G
G

Full Dealer facilities
Full four wheel alignment available

G

Factory approved Polestar
performance upgrades

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
WITH FREE LOAN CAR
(ON REQUEST)

12 MONTHS FREE BREAKDOWN COVER WITH
EVERY VOLVO SERVICE
Keith Price Garages Ltd (Volvo)
Merthyr Road
Abergavenny
Monmouthshire
NP7 5DB
info@keithpricegarages.com
www.keithpricegarages.com
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Tel: 01873 857644
Fax: 01873 858767
November/December 2019

Kingsley fencing is an award
winning family run business,
which is currently voted as the
number one fencing company in
the Newport area.
Kingsley, along with Josh and his
brother Sebastian pride themselves on
excellent customer service and
attention to detail.

Services provided
Fencing Gates Decking
I Summerhouses & Garden rooms
I Pergolas & timber structures
I Timber walls & planter’s
I Artificial Grass
I

Website: www.kingsleyfencing.co.uk Email: kingsley@kingsleyfencing.co.uk
Phone: 07764 883532

November/December 2019
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Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

Don't Delay - Book Today
Have your Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaned for Christmas
Limited Availability

Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
Flood Damage/Restoration
Work Undertaken
 Upholstery and Leather Suites
 Carpets & Rugs
 Competitive Prices
 24 Hour Emergency Call Out
 Free Surveys/Estimates
 Full Liability Insurance
 Domestic & Commercial



Wishing all my customers a Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

November/December 2019
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Pont Hall (Hall’s Bridge) by Geoff Smith
Travelling up the A467,
between the roundabouts at
Cross Keys and Cwmcarn you
pass under a viaduct passing
across the valley. This is Pont
Hall.
So, who was Hall? Mention ‘Big
Ben’ and the iconic clock tower
at Westminster comes to mind,
but Big Ben was the nickname
of Sir Benjamin Hall, who was
the Clerk of Works for the
building of the clock tower, and
at 6ft 2inches tall was very tall
for a Victorian gentleman. This
story is more concerned with
his father, also Sir Benjamin
Hall. He married the daughter of
the ironmaster Richard
Crawshay of Cyfartha, and after
Crawshay had bought the
Abercarn estate for some
£50,000 in 1808, he sold it to
his son-in-law for 5 shillings!
Hall owned collieries in the
Sirhowy Valley, and to get his
Sir Benjamin Hall
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coal to Newport for shipping
built a tramroad which via a
tunnel at Pentwyn Mawr and
Newbridge reached a basin
which had been built alongside
the Crumlin Branch of the
Monmouthshire Canal at
Abercarn. This was not
altogether satisfactory, as
despite the climate the canal
was short of water and delays
resulted. Sir Benjamin decided
to extend his tramroad further
down the Western Valley to
eventually join the
Monmouthshire Canal tramroad
near Cross Keys. Hall’s
tramroad ran down the Western
side of the valley until near
Pontywaun, where a stone
arched viaduct was built across
the valley. This was Pont Hall.
Later, the tramroad was
upgraded to a railway, which
was eventually leased by the
Great Western Railway in the
1870s. As often happened, the
later railway could not
accommodate the sharp curves
of the horse worked tramroad
and as Pont Hall was subsiding
a new bridge was built which
gave an easier route for the
railway. The picture shows both

the old and new ‘Pont Hall’.
The industrialists of the early
years of the 19th century were a
crafty and ruthless lot. Sir
Benjamin Hall had a rival coal
owner in Sir Henry Protheroe,
who intended to build his own
tramroad through a tunnel
between the Sirhowy and
Western Valleys, to eventually
reach the Canal at Pontywaun.
Because the Valley is narrow
and steep sided the choice of
routes for a tramroad were very
limited. To thwart Sir Henry, Sir
Benjamin built a row of eight
cottages directly up the hillside
near West End, Abercarn, which
effectively blocked the only
available route down the valley.
Sir Henry waited until the row
was nearly completed, then one
night his men demolished the
buildings and carried away the
doors and window frames. It
was all to no avail, Sir Benjamin
completed the cottages,
thereby scuppering Sir Henry’s
plans. The cottages were
known as ‘Spiteful Row’. When
Hall’s Tramroad arrived the front
and Back doors of cottage No.5
were enlarged, and the rails ran
straight through!
November/December 2019

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE

ROOFING
Tiling
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias
n

BUILDING
New Build
Extensions
n Renovations
n Garage Conversions
n
n

MAINTENANCE
Gutter repair
UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting
n
n

Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688 Mob: 07506 292990
33 Allt-yr-yn View, Newport NP20 5EH
November/December 2019
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Community Events

Places of
Worship
See our website for a
full list of local church
services and activities.

www.swdirectories.com

What’s On
See our website for a full list of
what’s on locally.
www.swdirectories.com

Get outside more!
Join the adventure with
Bassaleg Scouts!
Mondays and Tuesdays
Beavers (6-8 years)
Mondays and Fridays
Cubs (8-10 years)
Fridays
Scouts (10-14 years)
Contact Chris: 07988 706402
Cregan83@hotmail.com
Https://bassalegscouts.webstarts.com
14
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Community Events

THE COMPANIONSHIP CENTRE
“Come to us as a stranger but leave us as a friend”

Please call in or phone us for further information

The Companionship Centre is open to
anyone over the age of 50 yrs who is lonely,
feels isolated or has short term memory loss.
The centre is open Monday - Friday and offers
two sessions per day. The cost of each
session includes refreshments and all
activities.
Sessions are bookable in advance, each
session runs for three hours and are
competitively priced.
We also host Dementia Evenings fortnightly
for families and friends to gain insight and
advice.

The Companionship Centre, 7 Duffryn Shopping Centre, Duffryn. NP10 8TE
Email: duffryncc@gmail.com
Tel: 01633 499777

Graig Community
Council
Committed to Maintaining and
Improving the Graig Ward
Covering Bassaleg, Rhiwderin, Lower Machen and
Afon Village (west of the river)

Visit our website to learn about the
work the Community Council does
at:graigcc.co.uk
Get involved in our working groups
or join our band of volunteers to help
us make Graig a great place to live
Contact the Clerk on 07971 094382 or email
clerk@graigcc.co.ukand let us know if you
can help
Welsh version available on request

November/December 2019
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Alpha Property Maintenance
NO JOB
TOO
SMALL

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Carpentry G General DIY G Plastering G Rendering
G All Types of Property Maintenance Work G All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani
FREE
Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168
G

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ
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no obligation
quote on all
work

November/December 2019

D
AR INGNS
AWINN DE
W AR
G

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial
Fully Qualified with over
22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local
Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable
Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff
G Driveways
G Fencing
G Decking
g
in
av
P
tting
G Turfing
tting G Grass cu
G Hedge cu
Artificial grass
k
or
ving G Tree w
eed control
Patios G Block pa G Planting G Tidy ups G Invasive w
ng
Pressure washi
G

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something
regular you’re looking for

Now proud members of the
Marshalls register

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009
Follow us for News and Offers

You

www.japonica.co.uk
November/December 2019
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This is Sarah. She’s busy
cleaning her oven...

10

YEARS 2006 - 2016

RELIABLE QUALITY
& SERVICE

Sarah called the domestic oven cleaning
specialists, so she could relax and
enjoy a coffee while it’s done!
The

Clean OvenCo
• Ovens • Agas • Grills • Hobs • Extractors • BBQs • Microwaves •
CALL
Y
TODA

Newport & East Wales

02920 990 287 or 01291 427 244

www.thecleanovenco.com

Clever Sarah!

Put the sparkle back into Your kitchen today!

Winter
Sale

Starts 2nd January
FREE UNDERLAY
UPGRADE WITH
PROMO CODE
SW20

November/December 2019
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By suppo
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rting the wor
work
k of St David’s Hospice Care, yo
you
u are
e making a positi
positive
ve diff
difference
ference
e
to patie
patients
ents and their
fa
milies throughout Newport,
New
wport, Caerphilly,
Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Torfaen
To
orffa
aen and South / Mid Powys. Funds
Funds raised pr
ovide
families
provide
comprehensive palliati
ve care
c
support to patients
patients and their
their families
families at a ve
ry di
fﬁ cult time of the
eir li
ves. Our ai
m
comprehensive
palliative
and support
very
difﬁ
their
lives.
aim
is to ensure patients have
ha
ave ‘real’ choice to receiv
e individuall ta
ilored care, surrounded by friends
s and fa
milies.
receive
tailored
families.

Dates for

your

Diary
Saturday
23rd Nov
Elf walk/R
un – Cwmb
ran.
Sunday 1s
t
Christmas Dec
Fayre – St
Pierre, Ch
epstow.
Wednesday
1
1
t
h
Dec
Cinema Nig
ht – Newp
ort.
Sunday 15
th Dec
Santa Rid
e – Newpo
rt,
Sunday 23
r
Pontypool d Feb
10K – Pont
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t
Admiral H March
alf Marat
hon – New
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Friday 6th
Ladies Da March
y – Cardif
f.
Join our w
eekly Lot
More even tery - £1 a week –
2
ts listed o
n our webs 4 prizes
ite
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Find us on:

November/December 2019

QUALITY CLEANING
& SEALING OF:
PATIOS, REPOINTING PATIOS
PATHS, DRIVES & GARDEN WALLS
FASCIA BOARDS & GUTTERING
CONSERVATORIES AND ALL
PVC FRAMES & DOORS
MOSS REMOVAL FROM SLATES & TILES
FENCING & DECKING STAINING
EXTERIOR & INTERIOR PAINTING

■ Painting & Decorating
■ Wallpaper Hanging
■ Coving
■ Floor & Wall Tiling
■ UPVC - Soffit & Fascia
Boards/Guttering
■ Laminate Flooring/Skirting Boards
■ Decking/Fencing/Patios
Local Reliable Service
Free Estimates and Advice

Call Mark On:
07814 264156 / 01633 281879

Ironing
Service

M.R.M Plumbing
and Heating

Local, reliable and
friendly.



Flexible service to
meet your
requirements.



Smoke free, clean
working area.



COMPETITIVE
RATES

Collection and
delivery.

Please call Sally on
07740 096099
November/December 2019

FREE QUOTES
24/7 CALLOUT
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 07864 029690
email: martin2979@virginmedia.com
swdirectories.com
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Christmas Traditions
replicate icicles, and was initially
made from strips of real silver!
However, this became tarnished by
smoke from candles, so lead foil
was used instead. In the 1960s,
worries about lead poisoning saw a
switch to plastic materials, which
are still used today.
MISTLETOE
Pagans believed mistletoe had a
mystical life force of fertility.
Kissing under the mistletoe
became a popular Victorian
parlour game: each white berry
represented a kiss, and for each
kiss given a berry was removed,
until none were left and the
kissing had to stop.

Ever wondered how we came to
kiss underneath the mistletoe,
deck the halls with
tinsel and wear
paper crowns
around the dinner
table?
CRACKERS
In 1847, the
confectioners Tom
Smith started
wrapping sweets in
a twist of paper.
Over the years, he
added new
elements, first
inserting a love
motto into the
wrapper, and then –
inspired by a crackling fire – a
‘crack’ when the wrapping was
broken. Tom then replaced the
sweets with trinkets and wrapped
paper around a cardboard tube.
When his sons took over the
business, they introduced crowns.

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Sending Christmas cards can be
time-consuming, but they were
actually invented to save time! In
1843 Sir Henry Cole
commissioned an artist to
create a festive illustration
alongside a Christmas
greeting. He then
printed 1,000 of
these cards to send
to friends, then
sold the rest to
charity. Today,
around 900
million
Christmas
cards are sent in
Britain every year. In 2001,
one of Cole’s 12 surviving
original Christmas cards sold
at auction for £22,
500.
TINSEL
Tinsel was
designed to

James Pierpont's 1857 song
Jingle Bells was first called One
Horse Open Sleigh and was
written for Thanksgiving.

time. It’s sold over 50 million
copies.

singles, topping the charts in
1963, 65 and 67.

We Wish You A Merry
Christmas is one of the oldest
secular Christmas songs,
originating in 16th century
England.

In Britain, the best-selling festive
single is Band Aid's 1984 track,
Do They Know It's Christmas?,
which sold 3.5million copies.
Wham is next in the same year
with Last Christmas, selling
1.4million.

White Christmas by Bing Crosby
is the best selling single of all

The Beatles hold the record for
most Christmas number 1

Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen
is the only record to get the UK
Christmas Singles Chart Number
One twice, once in 1975 and
again in 1991. Do They Know It’s
Christmas was number 1 three
times (1984, 1989 and 2004),
but technically it was by different
groups, so doesn’t count.
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It Might Be the End of the Summer but

NOW Is A Good Time
to Sell Your House
As the nights grow longer and the days colder,
many homeowners think that they should delay
getting their house on the market until next
spring. Other owners with properties not yet
sold withdraw their house from the market. But
are they right? Are they perhaps missing out on
the opportunity for their property to shine (and
sell) at a time when there is less competition?

3 Bad weather: really? Well, yes. If somebody likes
your house in bad weather, they know that they
will absolutely love it in good weather, so decisions
can be made more swiftly.
4 Strengthen your buying position: sell now and
you will be a much stronger position negotiating
the purchase of another house.

To justify the decision for delaying putting our house
on the market, we tell ourselves that we do not want
to be disturbed right now, purchasers might be put off
looking in bad weather and Christmas is coming so
their focus turns to buying presents not houses!

5 A jolly mess: this is the only time of year that
you can get away with a little jolly mess when
selling your house. Buying a home is emotional.
Christmas decorations, a roaring fire, the smell
of mince pies and festive cheer conjure up happy
memories. This can help you to sell.

But let’s take a look at a few reasons why sellers
should get their house on the market now:

Bassaleg and Rhiwderin remains very popular

1 Less competition: your house is more visible
to buyers now – beat your competition to the
market!
2 Motivated buyers: buyers looking for property
at this time of year are usually motivated. Maybe
they need to find a new house by January? If so,
they will have a sense of urgency.

We have buyers waiting for properties here and the
surrounding areas. Do you own a house with three or
more bedrooms? Are you looking to sell? These types
of property are in great demand and selling very quickly
at competitive prices, please get in touch to arrange
a FREE valuations.

Book A Free Valuation and Let Us Help You to Sell Your House
If you are thinking of buying, selling, renting or seeking a professional company to manage your
properties, get in touch to find out how we CAN help you.

Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ
Tel: 01633 262628 Email: sales@kingston-newell.com www.kingston-newell.com

November/December 2019
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DOLMAN
THEATRE
NEWPORT

Booking: www.dolmantheatre.co.uk
Theatre Enquiries: 01633 263670
30
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Molyn Builders
Extensions, loft conversions
and garage conversions
G Full or partial home
refurbishment
G Structural opening up work
G Kitchens
G Bathrooms
G All plumbing and electrical
work
G

ALL WORK GUARANTEED www.molyn.co.uk
CALL FOR A QUOTATION OR ADVICE Email enquiries to info@molyn.co.uk

TELEPHONE 01633 250287

15 Allt-yr-yn Avenue, Newport NP20 5DA

Devine Curtains & Blinds
Based at George St Furnishers,
Newport with a wide selection of
fabrics on show
Home Consultation Service Available
20 years’ experience.
Large selection of fabrics available or you are
welcome to provide your own fabric
Curtain fitting service available
Curtains Valances Tie Backs Swags & Tails
Roman Blinds Vertical Blinds Roller Blinds
Venetian Blinds Conservatory Blinds
We have the largest selection in Newport of
made-to-measure fabrics










EVERYTHING IS
MADE BY HAND
IN OUR OWN
WORKROOMS







SPECIAL OFFER
FREE LINING ON CURTAINS ORDERED OR
15% OFF BLINDS WITH THIS ADVERT
Opening Hours
Mon, Weds & Fri 11am-3pm. Sat 10.30am-3pm

AL
MADELTO
MEASUR
E

All consultations are free of charge
Call Elizabeth Eatherington: 01633 896867 07707 606043 www.devinecurtains.co.uk
November/December 2019
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Twmbarlwm devastated –
but hey! – every cloud…
/H]L[OLÄYLZKVUL\ZHNYLH[MH]V\YHUKYL]LHSLKZVTL]P[HSJS\LZ
[V[OLHYJOHLVSVNPJHSOPZ[VY`VM[OLPJVUPJTV\U[HPU&
You probably do not need reminding of the terrible
^PSKÄYLZ [OH[ HɈLJ[LK ;^TIHYS^T TV\U[HPU PU
[OL Z\TTLY VM  ^OLU T\JO VM [OL NYHZZ
OLH[OLY HUK ^OPT JV]LYPUN [OL ZJOLK\SLK
TVU\TLU[^HZI\YU[H^H`[VX\P[LHKLW[O
Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society, like everyone
else, were very concerned about the devastation and
^P[OPUKH`ZVM[OLÄYLHM[LYZLUKPUNHZLYPLZVMWOV[VZ
ZOV^PUN [OL [OL KHTHNL *;: ^LYL N\PKPUN VѝJLYZ
from Cadw around the site.
Together with the ecologist from Caerphilly
CBC they were shocked to see the extent
of the damage. Although it was a very sad
sight, we were able to see that without the
cover of the undergrowth, there appeared
to be some archaeological features that we
and Cadw were not previously aware of.
Not being slow on the uptake CTS saw an
opportunity developing. We had already had dealings
^P[O *HK^ HUK RUL^ OV^ KPѝJ\S[ P[ JHU IL [V NL[
permission to stick a spade in a scheduled monument
without their say-so.
After all, Twmbarlwm and its supposed hill-fort has
had very little serious research done on it and certainly
UV VѝJPHS HYJOHLVSVNPJHS L_JH]H[PVUZ ¶ PUKLLK [OLYL
HYL THU` JVUÅPJ[PUN VWPUPVUZ VU P[Z OPZ[VY` HUK
possible origins, so wouldn’t it be a great idea to try to
get some answers.
As it turned out, our friends from Cadw were way
ahead of us, and were thinking of ways they could
persuade their bosses that a serious archaeological
investigation of Twmbarlwm was long overdue and this
^PUKV^ VM VWWVY[\UP[` WYV]PKLK I` [OL ÄYLZ ^HZ [VV
good to miss.
So a team from CTS worked with Cadw to
explore the possibility of an archaeological dig and
after many months of planning and negotiations the
Society managed to get the go ahead for an in-depth
archaeological investigation of the ancient monument
at the summit of Twmbarlwm.
Cadw provided the funding with which CTS
engaged the professional services of Clwyd-Powys

Archaeological Trust to perform the investigation. Lead
archaeologist, Richard Hankinson, from CPAT was
shown around the site by CTS members for an initial
assessment and designed a schedule for the project’s
MV\Y[VÄ]L^LLRK\YH[PVU
Preliminary work started early October, so much
of it will be complete by the time this article hits the
WYLZZ;OLPU]LZ[PNH[PVURPJRLKVќ^P[O]HYPV\ZZ\Y]L`Z
including magnetometry geo-physics, auger and
borehole sampling.
Using the data supplied by those surveys a
series of trenches were dug to help uncover
some clues to the origins and nature of
some of the features this fascinating area.
Results of the surveys and trench work are
all available in the public domain and can be
accessed through the Twmbarlwm website.
CTS gathered a list of volunteers who were invited
[V H IYPLÄUN TLL[PUN ^P[O 9PJOHYK HUK *HK^ VѝJLYZ
– nearly 30 people turned up for the meeting at Risca
Museum and many more applied via email.
Without volunteers and the support of the
community an operation like this would be unviable,
we are therefore very grateful to all those who help out.
The end of the dig is not the end of the project, our
research into the history of Twmbarlwm goes on and
there will be other opportunities to get involved – so
please keep visiting our website for news.
At the end of the excavation period there will be an
open day on the mountain to show people the work
done, there will eventually be a printed report published
HUKHUH\KPV]PZ\HS[HSRVUV\YÄUKPUNZ
Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit
for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last Sunday
of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all
OHYK^VYRHUKP[»ZHNYLH[VWWVY[\UP[`[VÄUK`V\Y^H`
around up there. We organise walks and other events up
the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year
so watch our website and Facebook page for details.

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

Ofﬁcers from Cadw and the Caerphilly CBC ecologist
examine the devastation on Twmbarlwm.
Photo: Terry C. Evans
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Top Read of 2019
IDEAL FOR CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS
The true story of a Police Officer from
your Force. Join him and his family as he
journeys from cop to commander and
shows that adversity can sometimes be
overcome by love and commitment.

HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED
Paperback – eBook
from AMAZON

If you multitask, then audio
from AUDIBLE

DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company



Unit D1- D3 Pontymister Industrial
Estate, Risca NP11 6NP
Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk
www.dawntoduskautos.co.uk
November/December 2019

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including
new vehicles under warranty
Car & Commercial repair work carried out
Diesel specialist
Clutch specialist
Brake specialist
MOT
Exhausts
Air conditioning








DIAGNOSIS
 ELECTRICAL  Engine Management
 ABS
 Alternators
 Starter Motors  Air bag
Batteries
 Central Locking

FREE LOCAL
COLLECTION
& DELIVERY
swdirectories.com
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Quick Crossword

Solution on page 43
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WT

Local Worktop Specialist

LAMINATES LTD

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops with integrated solid surface sink recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

We supply, fabricate and Install
SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELING
We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display
Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
G Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location
G Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL
G

G

You choose the colour & design

We then template and cut to size...

...and then achieve the perfect finish

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF
01633 251908 info@wtlaminates.co.uk www.wtlaminates.co.uk
Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm
November/December 2019
swdirectories.com
Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm
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Bluebird Care
Providing Support When You Need It

We provide high quality care and support services throughout
Newport & South Monmouthshire, enabling our customers to retain
their independence whilst living in the comfort of their own homes.
Why choose Bluebird Care
FƋĵĜčĘƋÆåƋĘåĀųŸƋƋĜĵåƋĘ±ƋƼŅƚĘ±ƴåĘ±ÚƋŅÏŅĹŸĜÚåųÏ±ųå
for yourself or a member of your family; or perhaps you are
looking for some extra support to complement the care
ƼŅƚ±Ĭųå±ÚƼųåÏåĜƴåţĘ±ƋåƴåųƼŅƚųŸĜƋƚ±ƋĜŅĹØÚåÏĜÚĜĹčŅĹ±
ŸƚĜƋ±ÆĬåÏ±ųåÏŅĵŞ±ĹƼÏ±ĹÆå±ŸƋųåŸŸüƚĬ±ĹÚÚĜþÏƚĬƋƋ±ŸĩØ
ĀĬĬåÚƵĜƋĘƚĹÏåųƋ±ĜĹƋƼ±ĹÚŞųåŸŸƚųåƋŅĵ±ĩåƋĘåųĜčĘƋÏĘŅĜÏåţ
ĹĬĜĩåŅƋĘåųÏŅĵŞ±ĹĜåŸØƵåÚŅĹŅƋƋ±ĩå±ůŅĹåŸĜǄåĀƋŸ±ĬĬű
±ŞŞųŅ±ÏĘƋŅŞųŅƴĜÚĜĹčÏ±ųåţFĹŸƋå±ÚØƵå±ųåŞ±ŸŸĜŅĹ±Ƌå±ÆŅƚƋ
ÚåĬĜƴåųĜĹč±ŞåųŸŅĹ±ĬĜŸåÚŸåųƴĜÏåÚåŸĜčĹåÚ±ųŅƚĹÚƋĘåĹååÚŸ
Ņüå±ÏĘĜĹÚĜƴĜÚƚ±ĬÏƚŸƋŅĵåųƋŅŸƚŞŞŅųƋƋĘåĜųĬĜüåŸƋƼĬåţ

kƚųŸƋ±ý
åųåÏųƚĜƋ±ĹÚƋų±ĜĹ±ĬĬŅü
ŅƚųŅƵĹŸƋ±ýƋŅƋĘåĘĜčĘåŸƋ
ŸƋ±ĹÚ±ųÚŸƋŅåĹŸƚųåƵå
ŞųŅƴĜÚåƋĘåŧƚ±ĬĜƋƼŅüÏ±ųå
ƋĘ±ƋƵåƵŅƚĬÚƵ±ĹƋüŅųŅƚų
ŅƵĹü±ĵĜĬƼ±ĹÚüųĜåĹÚŸţ

Connect with us on Facebook Bluebird Care Newport & South Monmouthshire
36 us
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Follow
on Twitter
@BluebirdNewport

Newport

Our Services
You might be looking for short-term help
±ĹÚŸƚŞŞŅųƋ±üƋåų±ŸƋ±ƼĜĹĘŅŸŞĜƋ±ĬØŅųƵĘĜĬŸƋ
ųåÏŅƴåųĜĹčüųŅĵ±ĹĜĬĬĹåŸŸţkųŞåųĘ±ŞŸƼŅƚĹååÚ
Ï±ųå±ĹÚŸƚŞŞŅųƋüŅųƋĘåĬŅĹčƋåųĵţFƋĵĜčĘƋÆå
ųåŸŞĜƋåƋĘ±ƋƼŅƚĹååÚƵĘĜĬŸƋƼŅƚųƚŸƚ±ĬÏ±ųåų
Ƌ±ĩåŸ±Æųå±ĩØŅųĵ±ƼÆåƼŅƚĹååÚŸŅĵåŅĹåƋŅ
Ƌ±ĩåÏ±ųåŅü±ü±ĵĜĬƼĵåĵÆåųƵĘĜĬŸƋƼŅƚűųå±Ƶ±Ƽţ
Ę±ƋåƴåųƼŅƚųĹååÚŸØĬƚåÆĜųÚ±ųåÏ±ĹĘåĬŞţ
8ųŅĵƐǈěĵĜĹƚƋåƴĜŸĜƋŸ±ĜĵåÚ±ƋĘåĬŞĜĹčƵĜƋĘ
ĘŅƚŸåĘŅĬÚƋ±ŸĩŸŅųŞųåŞ±ųĜĹč±ĵå±ĬſƋŅÏ±ųĜĹč
üŅųƋĘŅŸåĬĜƴĜĹčƵĜƋĘÚåĵåĹƋĜ±ôĬƚåÆĜųÚ±ųå
ŞųŅƴĜÚåŸƼŅƚƵĜƋĘƋĘåŸƚŞŞŅųƋƼŅƚĹååÚØƵĘåĹ
ƼŅƚĹååÚĜƋĵŅŸƋţ

eųå±ĬĜŸƋĜÏ±ĹÚ±ýŅųÚ±ÆĬå
alternative to Residential Care
We also provide 24 hour Care
kƚųÚåÚĜÏ±ƋåÚĬĜƴåěĜĹÏ±ųåųŸŞųŅƴĜÚåŞåųŸŅĹ±Ĭ
±ŸŸĜŸƋ±ĹÏåüųŅĵƵ±ĩĜĹčƚĹƋĜĬÆåÚƋĜĵå±ĹÚ±ųå
ŅĹĘ±ĹÚĜüƋĘåƼ±ųåųåŧƚĜųåÚÚƚųĜĹčƋĘåĹĜčĘƋţ
ĘŅƚĬÚƼŅƚĹååÚÏ±ųå±ĹÚŸƚŞŞŅųƋ±ųŅƚĹÚ
the clock, we will put together a small
Ƌå±ĵƋŅŞųŅƴĜÚåÏ±ųåŅĹ±ĹĘŅƚųĬƼÆ±ŸĜŸØ
Ú±Ƽ±ĹÚĹĜčĘƋØüŅųƋŅƋ±ĬŞå±ÏåŅüĵĜĹÚţ

Some of the tasks that our Home Care
Assistants frequently undertake include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

8ƚĬĬŞåųŸŅĹ±ĬÏ±ųåĜĹÏĬƚÚĜĹčshowering
±ĹÚÆ±ƋĘĜĹč
aŅÆĜĬĜƋƼ±ŸŸĜŸƋ±ĹÏåØĜĹÏĬƚÚĜĹčƋĘåƚŸå
ŅüĘŅĜŸƋŸ±ĹÚŅƋĘåųåŧƚĜŞĵåĹƋ
eŸŸĜŸƋĜĹčƵĜƋĘĵåÚĜÏ±ƋĜŅĹ
Assisting with managing the home,
åţčţÏŅŅĩĜĹčØÏĬå±ĹĜĹčØĬ±ƚĹÚųƼ
BåĬŞƵĜƋĘŸĘŅŞŞĜĹč±ĹÚĵååƋĜĹčüųĜåĹÚŸ
{ųŅƴĜÚĜĹčŸƚŞŞŅųƋ±ĹÚ±ŸŸĜŸƋ±ĹÏåƋŅ
ÏƚŸƋŅĵåųŸ±ƋƋåĹÚĜĹč:{xĘŅŸŞĜƋ±Ĭx
ÚåĹƋ±Ĭ±ŞŞŅĜĹƋĵåĹƋŸ

±ĬĬ±ĹÚŸŞå±ĩƋŅ±ĵåĵÆåųŅüŅƚųƋå±ĵƋŅĀĹÚŅƚƋĘŅƵ
Bluebird Care can help you and your family.

For more information, visit our website www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/newport
Contact us by phone: 01633 267708 or by email: newport@bluebirdcare.co.uk

SWAN RESCUE

Cygnets, More Cygnets and Still
They Come
Never can we remember
transgressing the print deadline
date as badly as this, but as
this article unfolds it may
become apparent how it has
happened this way! In terms of
subject matter, we were spoiled
for choice; it might have been
to do with the problems we
encounter caused by cats to
swathes of our wildlife,
horrendous injuries to small
birds and bats, that’s on the
periphery of our self imposed
remit – swans, or, not for the
first time the problems which
result from some irresponsible
dog owners who refuse to
accept their animals must be
on a lead when they are
sufficiently close to swans that
an attack is possible. We have
had to deal with examples of
both of these within the last
month, in addition to a veritable
spate of cygnets getting into
trouble as they start to
disperse.
A start point is difficult to define,
so for convenience, let’s begin
with a call from Gwent Police at
7.47am on 25th September about
a cygnet grounded on the
westbound Heads of the Valleys
road between Ebbw Vale and
Tredegar, not a good time of day
to be crossing the county at high
speed! Clearly this was the first of
eight cygnets leaving Bryn Bach
Country Park. In the event the
police did pick up the swan and
transport it to Tredegar Police
Station in their van from where we
recovered it. Within the hour,
there was a further call from
Porthcawl about a cygnet which
had landed on the roof of a semidetached house, had slid off, and
had landed in the garden,
mercifully uninjured. Later the
same day, Gary, our man in Port
Talbot recovered another one in
38
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The evening meeting - who’s first in?

roughly the same area. At
Clehonger cy
8.53pm that same evening, a
gnet - fishing
line plus
weights arou
further call from Gwent Police
nd tongue an
d lower
advised us of another cygnet
mandible
‘down’ in Tredegar town
example
centre; this was collected
of a young bird with a wing defect
eventually following a hiatus
at Llanrhidian in Gower. In the
resulting from having been given
case of the last bird,
the wrong post code! Don’t know
transportation to The Swan
how we would manage these
Sanctuary at Shepperton was
days, especially in the dark,
necessary. We do not expect this
without satnav, provided of
to be the end of ‘dispersion’ for
course we are given the correct
this year, we know of lots more
post code.
cygnets still at home! However an
The next day started in much the
underlying theme every year is
same way; a call from the owner
the effect of lost or carelessly
of a property barely half a mile
discarded fishing tackle on
from Bryn Bach with a cygnet
waterfowl. An example of this
‘down’ in the back garden; sorted took us to Clehonger, a village to
in the customary way, relocated.
the south west of Hereford,
To return a cygnet to its ‘home’ at mentioned in the Doomsday
this time of year is pointless.
Book. Here we had one of three
Inevitably, either the same thing
cygnets with a wodge of line and
will happen again, or it will come
weights around its tongue and
under attack particularly from the
lower beak impeding its ability to
adult male, with, ultimately far
feed freely. Caught, freed and
more serious consequences.
released; all in yet another days
work. Business as usual.
In the following days we
continued to deal with more of
Story by Peter, photographs by
the same; again three further
Ellen. For swan and all other
visits to Tredegar, an actual attack wildlife problems please
by the adults on a cygnet at
contact Peter & Ellen on 01633
Duffryn, in Newport and an
895241 or 07802 472788
November/December 2019

November/December 2019
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For stocking fillers,
Christmas socks
and everyone’s
favourite chocs

SERVICE

30
All you need at

CAR PARK

1050 SPACES

kingswaycentre.com

Who Do You Think You
Are, St Woolos?
by Paul Minton
A recent episode of Who Do
You Think You Are? featured
comedian Jack Whitehall
tracking down his Welsh
ancestor, Thomas Jones
Phillips. Phillips, who was his
great-great-great-great
grandfather, was a successful
solicitor and former Mayor of
Newport. As clerk to the town’s
magistrates, however, Phillips
sought to subjugate the
working classes and was
instrumental in the capture of
John Frost. Being one of the
ringleaders of the Chartists’
uprising, Frost was condemned
to be hung, drawn and
quartered after being found
guilty of high treason. This was
the last time a prisoner in the
UK faced such an extreme
punishment, although his
sentence was later commuted
to penal servitude.
Despite Jack’s horror at his
forebear’s antics, Phillips had
been held in high esteem and
even received the freedom of the
City of London. When he died, a
plaque was erected inside St
Woolos Cathedral to
commemorate his life. The
programme closed with Whitehall
hunting for the monument: a
search that led to its discovery on
a wall near the lavatory. To Jack,
the location seemed befitting a
man who had endeavoured to
flush workers’ rights down the
toilet. But I was left with one
burning question: just who the
heck was St Woolos? Obviously, I
was familiar with the name but I
remained ignorant about the man.
The time had come to make
amends.
The name, Woolos, is apparently
an anglicised version of
42
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Gwynllyw, although for the life of
me, I cannot conceive of how the
one gave rise to the other. Born
around 450 AD, his name still
survives in places like Pillgwenlly.
He was a formidable chieftain
ruling the area betwixt the Usk

and Rhymney and he was
renowned for attacking ships in
the Bristol Channel and for raiding
nearby territories. In one such
skirmish, he captured Gwladys,
the daughter of King Brychan of
Brycheiniog, who had objected to
a union between the two. Some
stories claim that the battle was
stopped only when King Arthur
and Sir Bedevere intervened.
Gwynllyw and Gwladys, the fifth
century’s answer to Posh and

Becks, went on to have several
children. Among them was a son
called Cadoc, who later became
St Cadoc after whom the hospital
in Caerleon is named. Cadoc
became extremely religious and
his pious influence led to his
father’s conversion to Christianity.
Gwynllyw went on to experience
a vision of a white ox with a black
spot on its forehead. When he
came across that same creature
on what is now Stow Hill, he
established a hermitage at the
site. A statue commemorating the
prophetic animal is located near
Friar’s Walk: its sculptor,
Sebastien Boyesen, is also
responsible for the enormous
miners’ memorial at Six Bells.
Following his death, Gwynllyw’s
hermitage became an important
shrine and a wooden church was
constructed there. It was rebuilt in
stone in the 9th century and there
is still evidence of that structure at
the cathedral. Both Gwynllyw and
Gwladys were subsequently
canonised and they remain one of
the few married couples to be
honoured in this way. Although
both are patron saints of
Newport, St Gwynllyw also
represents soldiers. And pirates!
Various miracles have been
credited to St Gwynllyw over the
years. A fountain, which appeared
after he prayed for water, was
believed to heal those who drank
from it. Angels were said to have
been seen near his tomb and the
defeats of King Harold (of 1066
fame) and a marauding Viking
party were attributed to him after
they ransacked his church. So the
next time you find yourself by the
cathedral, make sure you behave
or suffer the consequences. You
have been warned...
November/December 2019

J.YOUNG
PLASTERING
Plastering & Painting Services



 Competitive Rates
No Job Too Small
Call for a Free Quote  Clean, Friendly & Reliable
Over 10 Years Experience

01633 891456 / 07515 277547
J Young Plastering Services

RLP Services
All internal/external Carpentry
and Joinery
G House Maintenance
G Soffit/Fascias
G Decking & Fencing
Other services available
Friendly reliable service and advice
All jobs considered
G

Tel: Ross 01633 893866
Mob: 07975 680209
Email: ross.porter1@aol.co.uk



Advertise
your business 07725
from only

888070
01633
892771
per issue

£50
Crossword
Solution

contact@swdirectories.co.uk

G R JOINERS
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY WORK
UNDERTAKEN
UPVC Specialists
Doors/Windows/Soffit & Fascia
l Boards/Guttering
l Fitted Kitchens & Bathrooms
l Laminate Flooring/Skirting Boards
l Door Locks Supplied & Fitted
l Garage Doors
l Flat Pack Furniture Assembly
l Decking/Fencing
l Floor And Wall Tiling
l
l

OVER 20 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

LOCAL RELIABLE
SERVICE

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED
QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

For Free Estimates And Helpful, Friendly Advice Call Glenn

Call 07775 811523 or 01633 376412
www.facebook.com/GRJoiners

58 Herbert Avenue, Risca, Newport, NP11 6JT

November/December 2019
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This months
Hot Properties
FOR SALE

£675,000
Glasllwch Lane, Newport
Stunning 4 bedroom detached property
located in highly sought after area.
FOR SALE

£335,000
Edward Vii Avenue, Newport
Beautifully presented 3 bedroom semi
detached period property.
FOR SALE

£279,950
Fields Park Road, Newport
Beautifully presented, spacious, 3
bedroom semi detached property.
FOR SALE

OUR
GUAR
AN
WE W TEE

MATC ILL
H AN
Y
OF
COM OUR
PETIT
FEES* ORS

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we offer to our clients.
t No sale - no fee
t Residential or commercial sales and lettings
t Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
t Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Call us today on
£239,950
Capel Dewi Hall Road, Newport
Beautifully presented 3 bedroom semi
detached family home. Off-road parking
for two vehicles to front.
November/December 2019

All properties available at time of going press

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com
swdirectories.com
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Leaky Shower???
We have a
Shower Pod Solution
Are you fed up
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod.
Supplied and fitted from

£1695.00 inc Vat
(Full terms apply)
l
l
l
l
l
l

Quick Installation
Minimum disruption
Completely leak free construction
No mould or bacteria
Easy to clean
Manufactured with an anti-bacterial gel

Say Goodbye to unsightly silicone, grout and
leaks from your shower.
There are 10 different shower pod shapes and
sizes available to suit every need.

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
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Newport
Bathroom Centre
Easy access bathing
Ideal for the less abled, our Walk In Baths are
available in 2 different sizes and 3 different
modes of bathing.
l Plus model comes with water jet package
l Extra deep for comfort of bathing
l Extra door lock - easy to use
l Bath is self contained unit with built in pull
out shower, taps and fast flow waste unit
l Efficient and economic installation
Supplied and fitted from

£4950.00 inc Vat
(Full terms apply)

We also offer a full design
service using the latest 3D
software to visualise designs.
Supply only or supply and
professional installation.
Tiles, bathrooms, furniture,
accessories, showers and
much, much more

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
November/December 2019 info@newportbathroomcentre.comswdirectories.com
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Bygones 10 by Steve Barber

The Final Fate of
H.M.S. Newport
(Part 4)

Svyataya Anna (Former H.M.S. Newport,
Pandora II & Blencathra)

It is very difficult to establish the final fate of the Svyataya Anna (H.M.S.
Newport), because there are several different stories (some obviously
apocryphal) about the final ending of this historic ship. There are also
various different tales of the fate of the remaining crew members.
The Svyataya Anna (formerly H.M.S.
Newport, then renamed as Pandora
II, then again as Blencathra before
finally becoming Svyataya Anna) was
never ever seen again, perhaps
crushed by the polar ice she sank to
the bottom of the sea. It has been
suggested that if she survived the ice
she may have broken free and drifted
to the other side of the Arctic and
then, in 1915, been sunk by a German
submarine without her crew realising
that a war had occurred.
Attempts were made to trace the ship
48
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and crew, in 1914-1915 Otto Sverdrup
searched for two missing expeditions
in the Kara Sea, including that of
Captain Brusilov on the Svyataya
Anna, but found no trace. There was
even an air search made by
Polish/Russian aviator Jan Nagorski,
on the first ever flight over Arctic
regions, without any result. Valerian
Albanov attempted when he returned
to Russia to persuade a Russian
Admiral Kolchak, former explorer
and White Army Governor of the
region, to help in setting up a search

for the iced up ship. This was not
possible because the Russian Navy
was too involved in the Great War
and the confused political situation in
Russia leading to revolution did not
help.
When Albanov abandoned the ship
and led his small party in the attempt
to reach the mainland, there were still
sufficient provisions left on board the
Svyataya Anna to last the remaining
crew another 18 months. These
rations could also have been further
stretched by shooting Polar bears and
walruses to provide additional
sustenance. It is possible that only
when these remaining supplies were
nearing exhaustion that the remaining
crew abandoned the ship to make
November/December 2019

another attempt to reach dry land.
canvas belt, sailor’s knife, pocket
In 1937 Soviet explorer VI Akkuratov watch and a diary etc. These remains
discovered a ladies’ patent leather
could likely be from any follow-on
shoe on Rudolph Island marked
group. The diary largely illegible, on
‘Supplier of the Imperial Household,
the date of May 1913, reads “Today
St. Petersburg’. The Svyataya Anna’s we got our last brick of tobacco, the
nurse was the only Tsarist society lady matches ran out long ago.” It also
likely to have been in this area. So it
noted that crew members were
could be that Yermina Zhdanko left
hunting polar bear to supplement
the ship with another crew group to
canned food supplies. This diary has
try and follow in Albanov’s footsteps. been placed in the Arctic and
This would have left the
Antarctic Museum of St.
unmanned and
Petersburg.
abandoned ship still
The most likely
gripped firmly in
explanation for the
the ice. The ice
final fate of the
of the Arctic
ship that I have
Ocean is in
come across, was
continual
a report that
westward
Soviet artist and
motion which
writer, Nikolai
could have
Cherkashin, had
eventually pushed
noticed in an
Nurse Yermina Zhdanko
the ship into the
Hanseatic bar in the port
Atlantic at some point.
of Stralsund, East Germany, a
In 2010 a Russian expedition to Franz battered old ship’s wheel and a worn
Joseph Land came across remains of a Russian icon of a little known Saint
skeleton and various artifacts,
Anna of Kashin. He enquired of the
including cartridges, shell casings,
origin of these articles and was told a

Ironing
Service

surprising tale by the bar owner.
“My father when fishing on a trawler
in the North Sea encountered an
abandoned schooner, boarded her
and found a lot of canned meat and
other food stuff and his father then
took the helm and an icon from the
schooner.” Close examination of the
wheel revealed a worn English
inscription ‘…andor’ which could be
part of ‘Pandora II’ seems probable
that the Svyataya Anna when she
finally broke free of the ice could have
drifted into the North Sea where she
was discovered. After this chance
encounter by the German fisherman
the ship finally sank.
When the former British Naval
Commander, George Strong Nares, of
this ship undertook his insolent
exploit of being the first ship to enter
the Suez Canal in1869, he would
never have guessed what the final fate
of his ship would be. He, himself,
carried on to be a famous Arctic
explorer and discoverer.
(The End)

R Howells
Plumbing & Heating Services

Email: ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
for a free friendly quote
No Job
Too
Small!

Local, reliable and
friendly.



Flexible service to
meet your
requirements.



Smoke free, clean
working area.



COMPETITIVE
RATES

Collection and
delivery.

Please call Sally on
07740 096099
November/December 2019

Central Heating Systems
New Boiler Installations
l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates
l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation, including
Plastering & Tiling
l All Aspects of Plumbing Services
l 24 hour callout, 365 days per year
l Local & Reliable Service
l Over 15 Years Experience
l
l

FULLY INSURED
swdirectories.com
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Call 01633 612444
01633 213033
www.ullyses.com
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W
IN
!
Book your new central heating boiler with us before
16th December and enter our prize draw to win...

£250 in vouchers
M&S, Tesco or Sainsburys vouchers
available, winner announced 20th December

Facebook.com/MyEcowarmth
Facebook.com/MyEcowarmth
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