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Welcome!
As 2019 draws to an end we would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who

has contributed to the success of the Directory this year. 

Thank you to all the distributors who, no matter how bad the weather is,

deliver the Directories for us. Thank you to the

residents and local clubs, charities and

organisations for sending us articles and

information for publication in the Directory.

Finally, a very special thank you to the

advertisers for their continued support, without

the financial support from the advertisers there

would be no Directory.  

If you are interested in advertising your business in

the Directory, please contact us to find out about

the very competitive advertising rates. You will

always deal with us directly, like many of the

businesses that advertise in this magazine, we

are a small, independent family business

and fully appreciate how much your

business means to you. 

Have the most relaxing and enjoyable

Christmas,

Warm wishes 

Advertising enquiries: 

Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771

or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY / FEBRUARY EDITION - 
FRIDAY 29TH NOVEMBER

Editor: Susan Woolford

Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford

The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused

by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been

given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included

within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may 

be reproduced without the prior permission of 

the editor. 
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Mohammad.Asghar@Assembly.Wales
01633 220022                   
www.mohammadasghar.org.uk
Fairoak House, 15 - 17 Church Road, 
Newport NP19 7EJ

Nadolig Llawen
Merry Christmas

MOHAMMAD 
ASGHAR AM/AC

MeMererrrryry CChrhr
n

rriiststmtmmaas
igligoldoadNaNa enLLig 



Twmbarlwm devastated – 
but hey! – every cloud…
Twmbarlwm devastated – 
but hey! – every cloud…

Archaeological Trust to perform the investigation. Lead 
archaeologist, Richard Hankinson, from CPAT was 
shown around the site by CTS members for an initial 
assessment and designed a schedule for the project’s 

Preliminary work started early October, so much 
of it will be complete by the time this article hits the 

including magnetometry geo-physics, auger and 
borehole sampling.

Using the data supplied by those surveys a 
series of trenches were dug to help uncover 

some clues to the origins and nature of 
some of the features this fascinating area. 
Results of the surveys and trench work are 

all available in the public domain and can be 
accessed through the Twmbarlwm website.

CTS gathered a list of volunteers who were invited 

– nearly 30 people turned up for the meeting at Risca 
Museum and many more applied via email. 

Without volunteers and the support of the 
community an operation like this would be unviable, 
we are therefore very grateful to all those who help out.

The end of the dig is not the end of the project, our 
research into the history of Twmbarlwm goes on and 
there will be other opportunities to get involved – so 
please keep visiting our website for news.

At the end of the excavation period there will be an 
open day on the mountain to show people the work 
done, there will eventually be a printed report published 

Terry C. Evans, Chairman CTS

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit 
for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last Sunday 

of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all 

around up there. We organise walks and other events up 
the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year 

so watch our website and Facebook page for details. 
www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

Officers from Cadw and the Caerphilly CBC ecologist 
examine the devastation on Twmbarlwm.
Photo: Terry C. Evans

You probably do not need reminding of the terrible 

Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society, like everyone 
else, were very concerned about the devastation and 

from Cadw around the site.
Together with the ecologist from Caerphilly 

CBC they were shocked to see the extent 
of the damage. Although it was a very sad 
sight, we were able to see that without the 
cover of the undergrowth, there appeared 
to be some archaeological features that we 
and Cadw were not previously aware of.

Not being slow on the uptake CTS saw an 
opportunity developing. We had already had dealings 

permission to stick a spade in a scheduled monument 
without their say-so.

After all, Twmbarlwm and its supposed hill-fort has 
had very little serious research done on it and certainly 

possible origins, so wouldn’t it be a great idea to try to 
get some answers.

As it turned out, our friends from Cadw were way 
ahead of us, and were thinking of ways they could 
persuade their bosses that a serious archaeological 
investigation of Twmbarlwm was long overdue and this 

good to miss.
So a team from CTS worked with Cadw to 

explore the possibility of an archaeological dig and 
after many months of planning and negotiations the 
Society managed to get the go ahead for an in-depth 
archaeological investigation of the ancient monument 
at the summit of Twmbarlwm.

Cadw provided the funding with which CTS 
engaged the professional services of Clwyd-Powys 

4 swdirectories.com November/December 2019



November/December 2019 swdirectories.com 5

Do you need a
CLEANER?

House Keeping & Cleaning Services
Domestic & Commercial Cleaning

Please call Julia on:

T: 01633 668976 | M: 07904 599421 | www.privilegedproperties.co.uk

Open 5pm-late
7 days a week

01633 255 698  
01633 212 456All major credit cards accepted. 

No cheques

We now Deliver to

Risca. Minimum order
£25 and a 

£3 delivery charge.

Indian Takeaway
12 Risca Road, Newport NP20 4JW

www.chillies-newport.co.uk 

Pay cash and receive a10% discount on collection of orders
over £15 

(Excludes any drinks)

A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New

Year 
Thank you for your
continued support



RISCA MUSEUM

For the fifth year running, the
Museum opened on a
Saturday & Sunday from 10am
to 4pm as part of the Wales
Open Doors event. This year it
took place on September 28th
& 29th and, although not
blessed with the best of
weather, after a quiet first 30
minutes a constant stream of
visitors passed through the
doors.

Several visitors came

specifically to see the Western

Valley Model Railway Club's

tracks operating on the first

floor of the building. Whilst

these visitors found the

Museum displays to be an

unexpected bonus, for those

attracted to the Museum, the

railway displays came as a

surprise extra attraction.

Visitors came from near and far,

with one couple from Grove

Road making their first visit and

an American couple who

travelled from Oxford being

particularly interested in our

Columbia printing press

(patented in London by an

American) & associated

printing-related items.

An additional attraction on the

Saturday was St. Mary's Church

whose parish records were

available for inspection and

where delicious refreshments

were available. Also, Risca Male

Choir opened the old Risca

Urban District Council offices

for inspection; they were

especially pleased to talk to the

son of the caretaker of the

building, who grew up in the

house next door (which no

longer exists) and was able to

describe the use of each room

in UDC days.

Open Doors Review

For details see our Facebook page, our website
www.riscamuseum.org.uk or call in to the Museum any

Saturday between 10.00am and 12.30pm.

In 2017, following the disposal

of the old Miners Institute

building by Caerphilly County

Borough Council, the charge

for the use of the ground floor

of the building by the Risca

Museum increased from £500

a year to £3,500 a year.

Among several ideas to raise

money to meet this huge extra

burden, it was decided to

launch Friends of Risca

Museum based on an annual

contribution of £10 from those

who wish to ensure that the

Museum continues to exist.

Many people signed up to

become Friends although

others preferred to just give a

monetary donation. However,

even with donations from

increased numbers visiting the

Museum on Saturday

mornings and other money-

raising by the volunteers that

run the Museum, total income

is still considerably short of

requirement. The Museum has

continued by dipping into its

reserves which can only be a

short term measure.

Therefore, whilst continuing to

investigate any possible

source of income, the Museum

has decided to relaunch the

Friends of Risca Museum.

Enough people pledging £10 a

year will make the difference

between the Museum

continuing to function and

having to close in a few years

time.

FRIENDS OF RISCA MUSEUM
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�  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
�  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
�  Upholstery and Leather Suites
�  Carpets & Rugs
�  Competitive Prices
�  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
�  Free Surveys/Estimates
�  Full Liability Insurance
�  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

Don't Delay - Book Today
Have your Carpet and Upholstery

Cleaned for Christmas
Limited Availability

Wishing all my customers a Happy Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490
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Find us at 57 Tredegar Street, Risca, Newport, NP11 6BW
For more information or to book a consultation you can contact us via:

Phone: 01633 615993/07510181667  Email: collettechiro@hotmail.com  FB: @RiscaChiropractic

CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT EFFECTIVE FOR:
• Back pain • Neck pain • Shoulder and elbow pain • Headaches

• Muscle and joint pain • Pregnancy related back pain • Knee and ankle pain • Sports Injuries

Check out our website for more details www.riscachiropractor.co.uk

Chiropractors use a range of techniques to reduce pain, improve function and increase mobility.
Chiropractic treatment mainly involves safe, often gentle, specific spinal manipulation to free joints in the

spine or other areas of the body that are not moving properly. Apart from manipulation, chiropractors
may use a variety of techniques including massage, ice, heat, ultrasound, exercise and acupuncture as

well as advice about posture and lifestyle.

Other Therapies now 
available at clinic: 
• Chiropody 
• Complementary Therapy 
• Sports Massage 
• Hypnotherapy
• Counselling
• Nutritional Therapy 
• Shockwave Therapy
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Website: www.kingsleyfencing.co.uk  Email: kingsley@kingsleyfencing.co.uk
Phone: 07764 883532

Kingsley fencing is an award
winning family run business,
which is currently voted as the
number one fencing company in
the Newport area. 
Kingsley, along with Josh and his
brother Sebastian pride themselves on
excellent customer service and
attention to detail. 

Services provided 
� Fencing Gates Decking 

� Summerhouses & Garden rooms 
� Pergolas & timber structures 

� Timber walls & planter’s 
� Artificial Grass
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Alpha Property Maintenance
A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ

HANDYMAN SERVICES
� Carpentry � General DIY � Plastering � Rendering  

� All Types of Property Maintenance Work � All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani

Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168

NO JOB
TOO

SMALL

FREE
no obligation
quote on all

work
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

33 Allt-yr-yn View, Newport NP20 5EH

ROOFING
n Tiling 
n Slating
n Fibreglass
n Chimney stack repair
n UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
n New Build 
n Extensions 
n Renovations 
n Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
n Gutter repair
n UPVC cleaning
n Roof repair
n Misted glass repair
n House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE



O
n the 13th March 1950,
in what was described at
the time as the world’s

worst air disaster, eighty people
were killed, eight of them from
Risca.

On the 11th March 1950, after
victories over England and
Scotland, Wales was on the
brink of winning the Triple
Crown. Thousands of Welsh
supporters had made their way
across the sea to Ireland. While
most had travelled the usual
way, by boat from Holyhead or
Fishguard, a party of 78 from
South Wales, including our eight
from Risca, had each paid £10 -
5s for a chartered flight from
Llandow to Dublin.

When they took off from
Llandow at 10.30am Friday, they
made history; they were the
largest party (78 and a crew of
5) ever to fly in a single plane
from Wales. Their plane, one of
the largest civil aircraft in service
at that time and normally carried
72 passengers, had been fitted
with an extra six seats. Named
the ‘Star Girl’, it was a four
engine Avro Tudor V aircraft.
Built in 1947, it held the record
for flying more hours than any
other aircraft, British or
American, on the Berlin air-lift.

On Saturday, Wales beat Ireland
6 points to 3. On Sunday the
jubilant party started their
journey home. At 2.10pm the

Star Girl took off from Dublin
airport, scheduled to arrive back
at Llandow at 3.03pm.

At just before 3 o’clock, as the
Star Girl approached the runway
at Llandow, it was seen to
climb, turn over, and nose-dive
into the ground. 75 of the
passengers, eight of them from
Risca, and all five of the crew
were killed. 73 were killed
instantaneously when the plane
hit the ground, 10 were brought
out alive, but of these, all except
three died later.

Two of the survivors were sitting
next to each other in the back
seats of the plane, and only
received minor injuries. The third
was in the toilet at the rear of

The
Forgotten 

Five
By Bernard Osment

On Monday the 14th March 1950, the headline on the back page of the Western Mail
read – ‘Triple Crown comes back to Wales’ – At long last the 30 years’ quest has ended,

and the ‘bogy’ of continual failure, finished. On the front page the headline read – 
‘80 DIE IN WELSH AIR CRASH.’
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the plane; he was seriously
injured but recovered after four
months in hospital. All 34 of the
passengers from
Monmouthshire died.

Three of those who died played
rugby for Risca and are
remembered on a memorial
plaque in the Club House, Ivor
Guy, Noel Goodwin and Alan
Blizzard.

Ivor Guy aged 21, of Grove
Road. After leaving the R.A.F.
some 12 months earlier, Ivor
had been working at the local
brick works.

Noel Goodwin aged 21, of 23
Brookland Road, worked as a
fireman on the railway at Risca.

Alan Blizzard aged 20, of 15
Brookland Road, worked as a
porter at Risca Station.
Although his step-father, Mr
Frank Morgan, had tried to
persuade him not to travel by
air, Alan had looked forward to
his first plane trip. Noel and
Alan had been friends from
boyhood and had decided to go
on the plane trip to Ireland
together.

The five others from Risca, who
died that day, were friends and
rugby supporters – Austin
Morrisey, Dr Alexander
Patterson, Peter Blunt, Percy
Jerman and Reginald Beavis.

Austin Morrisey was the Vice-
President of Risca Rugby Club.
A single man aged 41, the
licensee of the Railway Tavern. It
was the first time he had flown.

It was also the first time in an
aeroplane for Dr Alexander
Paterson, aged 57 of Forglen
House. Born in Scotland, he had
been practising in Risca since
1932. A widower with a son and
daughter.

Peter Blunt, aged 37 of 72
Tredegar Street. A Haulage
Contractor, married with
children. 

Percy Jerman J.P., aged 53 of
Bridge Street. A Master Builder
in partnership with his four
brothers, he made a habit of
seeing as many International
Rugby matches as possible.

Reginald Beavis, aged 34 of
Sunny-bank, Danygraig. A
Haulage Contractor was not
really a rugby fan, but he only
went along with his friends for
the experience of flying.

Mrs Beavis drove down to
Llandow to meet her husband.
She arrived just in time to see
the plane crash and the
passengers perish.

Other than Mr Percy Jerman,
whose body was taken to
Pontypridd for cremation, the
seven others are buried at
Danygraig Cemetery.

Risca Rugby Club - The walls of
the entrance hall and the bar
room are covered in ‘Risca

Rugby’ memorabilia, photos
and lists of teams, captains,
past players, chairmen etc.

On a wall in the lounge there are
two memorial plaques. One
remembers the three Risca
rugby players killed in the
Llandow Disaster on Sunday the
13th March 1950. A. Blizzard, I.
Guy and N. Goodwin, but not
the five others from Risca who
also died that day. A. Morrisey,
A. Patterson, P. Blunt, P. Jerman
and R. Beavis. 

The other plaque remembers
the six former Risca players who
lost their lives in the Second
World War.

Elijah Cheshire, age 32, of the
Pontymister Inn. A Corporal in
the Royal Engineers, died
between the 26th and 27th of
May 1940.

Frederick Hopkin Smith Evans,
age 38, of Risca. A Leading
Aircraftman in the RAF, died in
Egypt on the 4th February 1945.

Wilfred Redwood, age 33, of
Wesley Place, Risca. A Marine
taking part in the Operation
Jubilee, the disastrous raid on
Dieppe, was killed in action on
the 19th August 1942.

Howard Tucker of Risca, age 21,
a Sergeant Wireless
Operator/Air Gunner of 115
Squadron, died on 21st July
1941.

The two others remembered
were brothers, the sons of
Ernest and Mary Taylor of
Cwmcarn. Ernest Lyndon Taylor,
age 22, was reported lost at
sea, presumed killed, on 23rd
November 1941, when the
Destroyer HMS Cossack was
torpedoed and sunk by the
German submarine U563. His
brother, Flight Sergeant Cyril
Taylor, age 29, of 14 Squadron,
was killed in plane crash in
Southern Italy on the 21st
September 1944.

November/December 2019 swdirectories.com 13
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving � Decking � Fencing � Driveways

Patios � Block paving � Tree work � Hedge cutting � Grass cutting

Pressure washing � Planting � Tidy ups � Invasive weed control

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register



It’s beginning to feel a lot like
Christmas!
Robb Dee, Chair of RECC will
be hosting the official switch-on
of the Christmas lights on Elm
Drive followed by free
refreshments at St David’s
Church hall on Friday, 29th
November, 5.00pm until
7.00pm. Father Christmas will
be making an appearance as
will members of the Salvation
Army Band who will be
accompanying the carol
singing. All are welcome to
attend to join in the fun, so keep
an eye out for further
information on our Facebook
page and on Risca East
Community Council
noticeboards: one outside St
David’s Church, one near the
‘Top Shops’ on Elm Drive
leading to Holly Road, another
at the junction of Channel View
and Manor Road and one by
the bus stop at the bottom of
Herbert Avenue.

Welcome to 
Risca East Community Council 
Newsletter

Risca East Councillors would like to thank everyone for taking an interest in our community

and wish you all…

Season’s Greetings and a Happy New Year

Cyfarchion y Tymor a Blwyddyn Newydd Hapus

From RE Councillors Rob Dee, Arianna Leonard, Nigel George, Philippa Leonard, 

Deb Crahart, Zoe Davies, Chris Thomas, Sue Thorne and our Clerk, Gwyn James

Don’t forget that the New Year is just around the corner and if
you wish to appeal for financial support for your local club,
society or charity, etc. please email our Clerk, Mr Gwyn
James on riscaeastcommunitycouncil@outlook.com or write
to him at 13, Cherry Tree Road, Pontllanfraith, Blackwood,
NP12 2PY. All enquiries and applications are welcome and we
look forward to hearing from you.
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Ever wondered how we came to
kiss underneath the mistletoe,
deck the halls with
tinsel and wear
paper crowns
around the dinner
table? 
CRACKERS 
In 1847, the
confectioners Tom
Smith started
wrapping sweets in
a twist of paper.
Over the years, he
added new
elements, first
inserting a love
motto into the
wrapper, and then –
inspired by a crackling fire – a
‘crack’ when the wrapping was
broken. Tom then replaced the
sweets with trinkets and wrapped
paper around a cardboard tube.
When his sons took over the
business, they introduced crowns. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Sending Christmas cards can be
time-consuming, but they were
actually invented to save time! In

1843 Sir Henry Cole
commissioned an artist to
create a festive illustration
alongside a Christmas

greeting. He then
printed 1,000 of
these cards to send
to friends, then
sold the rest to
charity. Today,
around 900
million
Christmas

cards are sent in
Britain every year. In 2001,
one of Cole’s 12 surviving
original Christmas cards sold
at auction for £22,
500. 

TINSEL
Tinsel was
designed to

replicate icicles, and was initially
made from strips of real silver!
However, this became tarnished by
smoke from candles, so lead foil
was used instead. In the 1960s,
worries about lead poisoning saw a
switch to plastic materials, which
are still used today. 

MISTLETOE
Pagans believed mistletoe had a
mystical life force of fertility.
Kissing under the mistletoe
became a popular Victorian
parlour game: each white berry

represented a kiss, and for each
kiss given a berry was removed,

until none were left and the
kissing had to stop. 

Christmas Traditions 

James Pierpont's 1857 song

Jingle Bells was first called One

Horse Open Sleigh and was

written for Thanksgiving.

We Wish You A Merry

Christmas is one of the oldest

secular Christmas songs,

originating in 16th century

England.

White Christmas by Bing Crosby

is the best selling single of all

time. It’s sold over 50 million

copies. 

In Britain, the best-selling festive

single is Band Aid's 1984 track,

Do They Know It's Christmas?,

which sold 3.5million copies.

Wham is next in the same year

with Last Christmas, selling

1.4million.

The Beatles hold the record for

most Christmas number 1

singles, topping the charts in

1963, 65 and 67.

Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen

is the only record to get the UK

Christmas Singles Chart Number

One twice, once in 1975 and

again in 1991. Do They Know It’s

Christmas was number 1 three

times (1984, 1989 and 2004),

but technically it was by different

groups, so doesn’t count.
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For stocking fillers, 
Christmas socks
and everyone’s 
favourite chocs

kingswaycentre.com

1050 SPACES
CAR PARK30

All you need at

SERVICE
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Written and Directed by 
Ysgrifennu a gyfarwyddo gan

Richard Gauntlett

#RiverfrontPanto

Tachwedd 28 November - Ionawr 4 January
BOOK NOW | ARCHEBWCH NAWR

   01633 656 757   newportlive.co.uk/riverfront
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By supporting the work of St David’s Hospice Care, you are making a positive difference to patients and their 
families throughout Newport, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Torfaen and South / Mid Powys. Funds raised provide 

comprehensive palliative care and support to patients and their families at a very diffi cult time of their lives. Our aim 
is to ensure patients have ‘real’ choice to receive individual tailored care, surrounded by friends and families.

Find us on:

Dates for your DiarySaturday 23rd NovElf walk/Run – Cwmbran. 
Sunday 1st Dec Christmas Fayre – St Pierre, Chepstow. Wednesday 11th DecCinema Night – Newport. 

Sunday 15th DecSanta Ride – Newport, 
Sunday 23rd FebPontypool 10K – Pontypool. 

Sunday 1st MarchAdmiral Half Marathon – Newport. Friday 6th MarchLadies Day – Cardiff. 
Join our weekly Lottery - £1 a week – 24 prizes

More events listed on our website
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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It Might Be the End of the Summer but 
NOW Is A Good Time 
to Sell Your House
As the nights grow longer and the days colder, 
many homeowners think that they should delay 
getting their house on the market until next 
spring.  Other owners with properties not yet 
sold withdraw their house from the market.  But 
are they right?  Are they perhaps missing out on 
the opportunity for their property to shine (and 
sell) at a time when there is less competition?

To justify the decision for delaying putting our house 

on the market, we tell ourselves that we do not want 

to be disturbed right now, purchasers might be put off  

looking in bad weather and Christmas is coming so 

their focus turns to buying presents not houses!

But let’s take a look at a few reasons why sellers 
should get their house on the market now:

   1     Less competition: your house is more visible 

to buyers now – beat your competition to the 

market!

   2     Motivated buyers: buyers looking for property 

at this time of year are usually motivated.  Maybe 

they need to fi nd a new house by January?  If so, 

they will have a sense of urgency.

  3     Bad weather: really?  Well, yes.  If somebody likes 

your house in bad weather, they know that they 

will absolutely love it in good weather, so decisions 

can be made more swiftly.

  4     Strengthen your buying position: sell now and 

you will be a much stronger position negotiating 

the purchase of another house.

  5     A jolly mess: this is the only time of year that 

you can get away with a little jolly mess when 

selling your house.  Buying a home is emotional.  

Christmas decorations, a roaring fi re, the smell 

of mince pies and festive cheer conjure up happy 

memories.  Th is can help you to sell.

Risca remains very popular
We have buyers waiting for properties here and the 

surrounding areas. Do you own a house with three or 

more bedrooms? Are you looking to sell? Th ese types 

of property are in great demand and selling very quickly 

at competitive prices, please get in touch to arrange 

a FREE valuations.

Book A Free Valuation and Let Us Help You to Sell Your House
If you are thinking of buying, selling, renting or seeking a professional company to manage your 

properties, get in touch to fi nd out how we CAN help you.

Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

Tel: 01633 262628    Email: sales@kingston-newell.com    www.kingston-newell.com
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Community Events

See our website for a full list of

what’s on locally. 

www.swdirectories.com

What’s On Places of 
Worship

See our website for a 

full list of local church

services and activities. 

www.swdirectories.com

Western Valley
Camera Club

Western Valley Camera Club is one of the leading 
Camera Clubs in South Wales. 

We meet on a Thursday evening at Cross Keys Rugby

Club and operate for people who are interested in 

photography and wish to develop and enhance new and

existing skills.

The club holds meetings throughout the year on a variety

of topics and aims to provide a varied programme which

features the following broad topic areas:

• Competitions 

• Practical sessions

• Demonstrations

• Talks and presentations from members and quality

external speakers

We hold our meetings in the
Dudley Suite, Cross Keys
Rugby Club (Pandy Park,
Woodward Avenue, Cross
Keys, NP11 7BS) at 7.30pm
and aim to finish by 10.00pm

For further information please go to the club web
page at www.westernvalley.co.uk

07725
888070
01633
892771

�Advertise 
your business

from only

£60
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk
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Community Events

Risca

LIBRARY
Risca Palace Unit B, 75 Tredegar Street

01443 864780
www.caerphilly.gov.uk

Baby Rhyne Time
meets every Wednesday 2.15pm - 2.45pm

Crafters Corner
meets weekly on Friday’s at 11am-12pm

(Informal craft session over tea and 
coffee, bring your own projects)

Story Time and Crafts 
(for children under4) – weekly on 

Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11am-12pm

Monday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Thursday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Saturday 9.30am - 4.00pm
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Sudoku

Solution on page 32

The object of sudoku is to 

insert the missing numbers in

the boxes to satisfy just one 

condition: each row, column

and 3x3 box must contain

the digits 1 through to 9 

exactly once. This can be

done by applying logic – you

do not have to guess.

Quick Crossword
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Tracy's doggy care
Find me at www.pawshake.co.uk

Dog Walking

Dog Boarding  

Doggy Day Care 

Fully insured 

Providing a home from home 
for your dogs

tracygareid1962@gmail.com

07964 177036
Crosskeys, NP11 7BU

� Toenail cutting / Ingrown nails
� Hard skin removal / Calluses / Corns
� Cracked heels / Thickened nails

£30 for initial visit & £25 for future visits

Feet First Mobile Foot Care
Tel: 07535 727069

Sally Edwards
Qualified Feet Health Practitioner

Covering Cross Keys & surrounding area
Treatment in the comfort of your own home

Fully insured & DBS checked

Find us on Facebook

� Small Offices
� Move-In Move - Out Cleans

� Child and Pet Friendly
� Liability Insurance

For more details contact

email: pamelamarie10@gmail.com

Tel: 07837 222138 or 07387 825053

One-2-One 
Domestic Cleaning Services

CRB
Checked  

R Howells
l Central Heating Systems l New Boiler Installations 

l Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
l Landlord’s Certificates l Plastering l Tiling

l Domestic & Commercial Services
l Bathroom Installation l Local & Reliable Service 

l Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

RHW Painting 
& Decorating

City & Guilds (Painting & Decorating)
ROGERSTONE BASED

Est 1992

Services Include:
Painting (Interior & Exterior) � Paper Hanging

Tiling (Kitchens & Bathrooms)

Contact Richard Weeks:
Tel: 01633 892654 � Mob: 07786 684792

(A Clean, Competitive & Quality Service)
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Local, reliable and
friendly.
�

Flexible service to
meet your 

requirements.
�

Smoke free, clean
working area. 

�
Collection and 

delivery.

Please call Sally on 
07740 096099

COMPETITIVE 
RATES 

Ironing 
Service

P
uz

zl
e 

S
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ut
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ns
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Windows � Doors

Conservatories � Porches

DOC

WINDOWS

� Boarding Up
� Draughty Windows
� Faulty Window Locks
� Faulty Door Locks
� Insurance Work
� Security Upgrades
� PVC Locksmith Service

A Risca based family run business

Double Glazing Repair Specialists

01633 821005
REPAIR + INSTALLATION + ADVICE

Clouded Glass
Brocken Hinges
Sealed Units
Hinges
Handles
Letter Boxes
Cat Flaps

We have now opened a showroom at unit 3 Islwyn Workshops, Risca (behind Tesco)



Flushed with success after
dancing for Prince Charles on
4th July, our busy month
continued on Sat 13th at an old
favourite – the Caerleon
festival. Lovely weather drew
out the crowds and we danced
twice, once in the garden of
The Bell and then in front of the
main stage at the Hanbury
Arms. So many people were
sitting enjoying the sunshine, I
should imagine the bar takings
were through the roof!
Monday 15th saw us in
Monmouth giving our Welsh
culture evening to the ladies of
Agincourt WI. They joined in
enthusiastically with the
participation dances (which
makes our job much easier) and
we had some very nice
comments afterwards.
Saturday 20th took us to
Blaenavon and the ‘Dance on the
Mountain’ day of dance. The
event has been growing over
several years, but it was the first
appearance for GG. Again we
had two spots, one in the
Heritage Centre and the second
in the marquee in Market Square.
There were plenty of people
watching the varied styles of
dance, which included local
youngsters with street dancing
through to strictly ballroom,
flamenco, rapper and folk.
We were lucky to have the
support of the Lloyd family as our

musicians, as we
also did on the last
weekend of July
when we travelled
to Dorset to take
part in the Bridport
Folk Festival. All
the dancing takes
place in street
settings, so thank
goodness the
weather was
lovely (although
there was a plan
B if it was wet).
Lots of people
around watching the mainly
Morris dance sides, so I think we
made a nice contrast and of
course the Lloyd children’s
clogging routines always go
down a storm with the audiences.
The festival is only in its second
year of revival after being defunct
for several years. We danced
both Saturday and Sunday and
really enjoyed it. What a lovely
town Bridport is, so many old
buildings and a nice atmosphere.
Also it is only a mile from West

Bay, where the TV series
Broadchurch was filmed.
August was quiet and we have
our annual break from practicing
then, but started back a week
early as we had been invited to
dance at the Rogerstone festival
on Sunday 1st September. It was

another beautiful
day with lots
going on and
huge crowds at
the Welfare
Grounds. Sadly
not that many
were watching our
performance and
even fewer
agreeing to join us
in a simple ceilidh
dance, so thank
you to those who
did and thanks also
to the organisers for
inviting us.
Gwerinwyr Gwent is

always seeking new members,
and beginners or experienced
dancers/musicians are very
welcome. Practice night is
Thursday 8-10pm at the Graig
Community Hall (opposite the
Ruperra PH).

For more details visit our
website
www.gwerinwyrgwent.org.uk,
ring 01495 271953, or just come
along and give it a try.

Gwerinwyr Gwent Diary 
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Call us today on

01633 26 26 28
70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ

www.kingston-newell.com

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride
ourselves on the level of service we off er to our clients.

 No sale - no fee
 Residential or commercial sales and lettings
 Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
 Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal

Th is months
Hot Properties

FOR SALE

Glasllwch Lane, Newport
Stunning 4 bedroom detached property 
located in highly sought after area. 

£675,000 

FOR SALE

Edward Vii Avenue, Newport
Beautifully presented 3 bedroom semi 
detached period property.

£335,000  

FOR SALE

Capel Dewi Hall Road, Newport
Beautifully presented 3 bedroom semi 
detached family home. Off-road parking 
for two vehicles to front.

FOR SALE

Fields Park Road, Newport  
Beautifully presented, spacious, 3 
bedroom semi detached property.

£279,950

£239,950  

All properties available at time of going press

WE WILLMATCH ANYOF OUR COMPETITORSFEES*

OURGUARANTEE



Travelling up the A467,
between the roundabouts at
Cross Keys and Cwmcarn you
pass under a viaduct passing
across the valley. This is Pont
Hall.

So, who was Hall? Mention ‘Big

Ben’ and the iconic clock tower

at Westminster comes to mind,

but Big Ben was the nickname

of Sir Benjamin Hall, who was

the Clerk of Works for the

building of the clock tower, and

at 6ft 2inches tall was very tall

for a Victorian gentleman. This

story is more concerned with

his father, also Sir Benjamin

Hall. He married the daughter of

the ironmaster Richard

Crawshay of Cyfartha, and after

Crawshay had bought the

Abercarn estate for some

£50,000 in 1808, he sold it to

his son-in-law for 5 shillings!

Hall owned collieries in the

Sirhowy Valley, and to get his

coal to Newport for shipping

built a tramroad which via a

tunnel at Pentwyn Mawr and

Newbridge reached a basin

which had been built alongside

the Crumlin Branch of the

Monmouthshire Canal at

Abercarn. This was not

altogether satisfactory, as

despite the climate the canal

was short of water and delays

resulted. Sir Benjamin decided

to extend his tramroad further

down the Western Valley to

eventually join the

Monmouthshire Canal tramroad

near Cross Keys. Hall’s

tramroad ran down the Western

side of the valley until near

Pontywaun, where a stone

arched viaduct was built across

the valley. This was Pont Hall.

Later, the tramroad was

upgraded to a railway, which

was eventually leased by the

Great Western Railway in the

1870s. As often happened, the

later railway could not

accommodate the sharp curves

of the horse worked tramroad

and as Pont Hall was subsiding

a new bridge was built which

gave an easier route for the

railway. The picture shows both

the old and new ‘Pont Hall’.

The industrialists of the early

years of the 19th century were a

crafty and ruthless lot. Sir

Benjamin Hall had a rival coal

owner in Sir Henry Protheroe,

who intended to build his own

tramroad through a tunnel

between the Sirhowy and

Western Valleys, to eventually

reach the Canal at Pontywaun.

Because the Valley is narrow

and steep sided the choice of

routes for a tramroad were very

limited. To thwart Sir Henry, Sir

Benjamin built a row of eight

cottages directly up the hillside

near West End, Abercarn, which

effectively blocked the only

available route down the valley.

Sir Henry waited until the row

was nearly completed, then one

night his men demolished the

buildings and carried away the

doors and window frames. It

was all to no avail, Sir Benjamin

completed the cottages,

thereby scuppering Sir Henry’s

plans. The cottages were

known as ‘Spiteful Row’. When

Hall’s Tramroad arrived the front

and Back doors of cottage No.5

were enlarged, and the rails ran

straight through!

Pont Hall (Hall’s Bridge) by Geoff Smith

Sir Benjamin Hall
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All aspects of carpentry/decorating
work undertaken. 

• Fitted wardrobes.

• Decking/fencing.

• Doors/locks fitted.

Professional, precise and reliable
Mobile: 07840 265638 

Email: rcbayton@gmail.com
www.rbayton.com

FREE
QUOTES  

ROB BAYTON
LOCAL CARPENTER 

PAINTER & DECORATOR

ELECTRICAL
Efficient, Reliable, 

Exceptional Service,

Local Tradesman.

From a complete

rewire to just fitting a

light up we do it all 

including 

certificates.

FREE 
ESTIMATES

PETER LOWE

BUILDING SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

n New Fuse boxes n Inspection Certificates
n Complete Rewires n Extra Sockets
n All lighting n Electric Showers
n Small and big jobs

Please take a look at my website

www.peterlowebuildingservices.co.uk

Contact Peter 07920762843
Email peteressw@aol.com

Peter Lowe Building Services is a Part P Approved Contractor.

Government Approved Registration Scheme for Electrical Installers 



SWAN RESCUE

Never can we remember
transgressing the print deadline
date as badly as this, but as
this article unfolds it may
become apparent how it has
happened this way! In terms of
subject matter, we were spoiled
for choice; it might have been
to do with the problems we
encounter caused by cats to
swathes of our wildlife,
horrendous injuries to small
birds and bats, that’s on the
periphery of our self imposed
remit – swans, or, not for the
first time the problems which
result from some irresponsible
dog owners who refuse to
accept their animals must be
on a lead when they are
sufficiently close to swans that
an attack is possible. We have
had to deal with examples of
both of these within the last
month, in addition to a veritable
spate of cygnets getting into
trouble as they start to
disperse. 
A start point is difficult to define,
so for convenience, let’s begin
with a call from Gwent Police at
7.47am on 25th September about
a cygnet grounded on the
westbound Heads of the Valleys
road between Ebbw Vale and
Tredegar, not a good time of day
to be crossing the county at high
speed! Clearly this was the first of
eight cygnets leaving Bryn Bach
Country Park. In the event the
police did pick up the swan and
transport it to Tredegar Police
Station in their van from where we
recovered it. Within the hour,
there was a further call from
Porthcawl about a cygnet which
had landed on the roof of a semi-
detached house, had slid off, and
had landed in the garden,
mercifully uninjured. Later the
same day, Gary, our man in Port
Talbot recovered another one in

roughly the same area. At
8.53pm that same evening, a
further call from Gwent Police
advised us of another cygnet
‘down’ in Tredegar town
centre; this was collected
eventually following a hiatus
resulting from having been given
the wrong post code! Don’t know
how we would manage these
days, especially in the dark,
without satnav, provided of
course we are given the correct
post code.

The next day started in much the
same way; a call from the owner
of a property barely half a mile
from Bryn Bach with a cygnet
‘down’ in the back garden; sorted
in the customary way, relocated.
To return a cygnet to its ‘home’ at
this time of year is pointless.
Inevitably, either the same thing
will happen again, or it will come
under attack particularly from the
adult male, with, ultimately far
more serious consequences.

In the following days we
continued to deal with more of
the same; again three further
visits to Tredegar, an actual attack
by the adults on a cygnet at
Duffryn, in Newport and an

example
of a young bird with a wing defect
at Llanrhidian in Gower. In the
case of the last bird,
transportation to The Swan
Sanctuary at Shepperton was
necessary. We do not expect this
to be the end of ‘dispersion’ for
this year, we know of lots more
cygnets still at home! However an
underlying theme every year is
the effect of lost or carelessly
discarded fishing tackle on
waterfowl. An example of this
took us to Clehonger, a village to
the south west of Hereford,
mentioned in the Doomsday
Book. Here we had one of three
cygnets with a wodge of line and
weights around its tongue and
lower beak impeding its ability to
feed freely. Caught, freed and
released; all in yet another days
work. Business as usual.

Story by Peter, photographs by
Ellen. For swan and all other
wildlife problems please
contact Peter & Ellen on 01633
895241 or 07802 472788

Cygnets, More Cygnets and Still
They Come

The evening meeting - who’s first in?

Clehonger cygnet - fishing line plusweights around tongue and lowermandible
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LAMINATES LTD

WT

You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and Install

SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Local Worktop Specialist

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops with integrated solid surface sink recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm
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Leaky Shower???
We have a 

Shower Pod Solution

Are you fed up 
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from 

Newport Bathroom Centre.

We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad

2 door shower door, with a thermo shower

mixer and leak free shower pod. 

Supplied and fitted from 

£1695.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

l Quick Installation
l Minimum disruption 
l Completely leak free construction
l No mould or bacteria
l Easy to clean
l Manufactured with an anti-bacterial gel

Say Goodbye to unsightly silicone, grout and

leaks from your shower.

There are 10 different shower pod shapes and

sizes available to suit every need.

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 19­24 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com
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Newport 
Bathroom Centre

Easy access bathing
Ideal for the less abled, our Walk In Baths are

available in 2 different sizes and 3 different

modes of bathing.
l Plus model comes with water jet package
l Extra deep for comfort of bathing
l Extra door lock - easy to use
l Bath is self contained unit with built in pull

out shower, taps and fast flow waste unit
l Efficient and economic installation

Supplied and fitted from 

£4950.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

We also offer a full design 
service using the latest 3D 
software to visualise designs. 

Supply only or supply and 
professional installation.

Tiles, bathrooms, furniture, 
accessories, showers and
much, much more

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 19­24 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com



This is the grave of David Brimble in Cromwell
Road Cemetery, Risca. David, a native of High
Littleton in Somerset, was a survivor of the
Black Vein Colliery disaster of December
1860. 

David was badly burned in the explosion and

was expected to die. Two of his sons, Joseph

(17) and William (13), were killed in the mine. His

wife was infirm, and his four remaining children

were all under the age of 11 at the time of the

disaster. A further child was born in 1861. 

A coffin was made and placed in David's

bedroom in readiness for his passing. However,

he was cared for by a kindly local woman and,

against the odds, survived. He slept with that

coffin under his bed for the rest of his life.

Earlier in 1860, for a six-week period of work,

David's earnings had been £13 3s 6d. He had

paid 15 shillings rent, 4 shillings for coal and 6

shillings and 6d for Club Membership and

Doctor. His two boys who were lost would have

added to the family’s income. David was

deemed to be permanently disabled a result of

his burns and, in 1862, his family was receiving 7

shillings a week Poor Relief at Risca. Sadly, less

than a fifth of his former income. 

The Act of Settlement and Removal (1662) had

established who should have responsibility for

the care of paupers and people like David, who

were no longer able to earn a living and were

dependant on the parish. Sadly, David fitted

none of the criteria for a Certificate of Legal

Settlement in Risca and the local authority had

provision under the Act to apply for the removal

of his family back to High Littleton, where he and

his father were born.

In February 1862, in order to reduce Risca's poor

relief payments, the authorities brought a case to

do just this. David was examined and William

Edmunds, Relieving Officer of the Newport

Union, travelled to High Littleton to find David’s

Birth record and his father.

“I produce a certificate of Baptism of the pauper
in High Littleton Parish Church on the 4th June
1820, which I saw compared with the original
entry in the Register Book. It is a true extract. I

saw James Brimble, an infirm old man, the
pauper’s father, who pointed out a house at
Hallow Brow in which he said he was born.

It is in High Littleton parish. I saw the assistant
overseer, Isaac Cowen and he told me he knew
the house in which James Brimble was born and
believed he was a parishioner of High Littleton.”

We don’t know by what means David and his

family were able to avoid that immediate threat

of removal back to Somerset, but they never left

Risca. Cruelly and out of necessity, nine years

later David was a collier again and his three

daughters were all working and his son was a

collier. Ten years later again David was working

as a Colliery Lampman. May he rest in peace for

his trouble.

Stephen Lyons - Black Vein Miners 
Memorial Society.

David Brimble  
1860 Black Vein Disaster Survivor
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Over 50 years experience in Interior Design. We invite
you to call into our showroom and chat with us about

your furnishing ideas
Our fabric displays are from carefully selected suppliers such
as Ashley Wilde, Clarke & Clarke, Belfield, Bill Beaumont to
name but a few, all of which offer immense inspiration. From
the initial selection of fabric to the final fitting stage, we offer
the highest standards and make sure that you will be pleased

with your choice.

Love your fabric choices for your made to 
measure curtains and blinds

MADE BY US IN HOUSE

Opening Hours: Monday Closed.  Tues, Weds, Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm.  
Friday 9.30am-1.00pm.  Saturday 10.00am-2.00pm

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk  email: cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com
171 Larch Grove, Malpas NP20 6LA

Mob: 07887 677110

We love what we do - So will you! 

N
EW

 BLIN
D
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O
ICES N

O
W

 IN

FREE UNDERLAY

UPGRADE WITH

PROMO CODE 

SW20

Winter
Sale
Starts 2nd January
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Excavation work on the
foundations for the dam at 
Pen-y-Garreg began in April 1895,
when the railway line that was
constructed for the building of the
dams reached the site. Work on the
masonry of the dam itself started at
the end of the following year.

Although there are actually four
dams in the valley of the Elan River,
Pen-y-Garreg is often regarded as
the 'middle dam' in the series. 

Pen-y-Garreg Reservoir

This spectacular scenery is
slightly less than a two hour
drive from Newport. On an
average it rains 235 days a

year on the Elan Estate, for
the perfect day out make sure
you check the local weather
forecast before you leave.
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Book your new central heating boiler with us before 
16th December and enter our prize draw to win...

in vouchers£250

Full central heating systems 

24 hr breakdowns & maintenance

Boiler repair & installation

Boiler and fire servicing

Unvented cylinder installtion & servicing

Bathroom design & fit out

Radiator installation

Fires & surrounds

Gas safety certificates

General plumbing

365 days a year helpline

Contact our family run team on

 01633 894 113
01633 615 800

www.ecowarmth.wales

M&S, Tesco or Sainsburys vouchers
available, winner announced 20th December

Facebook.com/MyEcowarmth
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