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Unit D1- D3 Pontymister Industrial
Estate, Risca NP11 6NP 

Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk    

www.dawntoduskautos.co.uk

DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company 
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MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including

new vehicles under warranty

Car & Commercial repair work carried out

Diesel specialist

Clutch specialist 

Brake specialist

MOT 

Exhausts

Air conditioning

ELECTRICAL
Alternators

Starter Motors

Batteries

FREE LOCAL 
COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY 

DIAGNOSIS
Engine Management

ABS

Air bag

Central Locking

�
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Risca

LIBRARY
Risca Palace Unit B, 75 Tredegar Street

01443 864780
www.caerphilly.gov.uk

Reading Group
meet on the 1st Tuesday of every month

from 11am-12pm
(The reading groups are fun, friendly 
discussions about a book we have all 

chosen to read over the month. Tea and
coffee provided)

Crafters Corner
meets weekly on Friday’s at 11am-12pm

(Informal craft session over tea and 
coffee, bring your own projects)

Story Time and Crafts 
(for children under4) – weekly on 

Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11am-12pm

Monday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Tuesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Wednesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 6.00pm

Thursday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Friday 9.30am - 1.00pm
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Saturday 9.30am - 4.00pm
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See our website for a full list of

what’s on locally. 

www.swdirectories.com

What’s On

Places of 
Worship

See our website for a 

full list of local church

services and activities. 

www.swdirectories.com
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Travelling up the A467,
between the roundabouts at
Cross Keys and Cwmcarn you
pass under a viaduct passing
across the valley. This is Pont
Hall.

So, who was Hall? Mention ‘Big

Ben’ and the iconic clock tower

at Westminster comes to mind,

but Big Ben was the nickname

of Sir Benjamin Hall, who was

the Clerk of Works for the

building of the clock tower, and

at 6ft 2inches tall was very tall

for a Victorian gentleman. This

story is more concerned with

his father, also Sir Benjamin

Hall. He married the daughter of

the ironmaster Richard

Crawshay of Cyfartha, and after

Crawshay had bought the

Abercarn estate for some

£50,000 in 1808, he sold it to

his son-in-law for 5 shillings!

Hall owned collieries in the

Sirhowy Valley, and to get his

coal to Newport for shipping

built a tramroad which via a

tunnel at Pentwyn Mawr and

Newbridge reached a basin

which had been built alongside

the Crumlin Branch of the

Monmouthshire Canal at

Abercarn. This was not

altogether satisfactory, as

despite the climate the canal

was short of water and delays

resulted. Sir Benjamin decided

to extend his tramroad further

down the Western Valley to

eventually join the

Monmouthshire Canal tramroad

near Cross Keys. Hall’s

tramroad ran down the Western

side of the valley until near

Pontywaun, where a stone

arched viaduct was built across

the valley. This was Pont Hall.

Later, the tramroad was

upgraded to a railway, which

was eventually leased by the

Great Western Railway in the

1870s. As often happened, the

later railway could not

accommodate the sharp curves

of the horse worked tramroad

and as Pont Hall was subsiding

a new bridge was built which

gave an easier route for the

railway. The picture shows both

the old and new ‘Pont Hall’.

The industrialists of the early

years of the 19th century were a

crafty and ruthless lot. Sir

Benjamin Hall had a rival coal

owner in Sir Henry Protheroe,

who intended to build his own

tramroad through a tunnel

between the Sirhowy and

Western Valleys, to eventually

reach the Canal at Pontywaun.

Because the Valley is narrow

and steep sided the choice of

routes for a tramroad were very

limited. To thwart Sir Henry, Sir

Benjamin built a row of eight

cottages directly up the hillside

near West End, Abercarn, which

effectively blocked the only

available route down the valley.

Sir Henry waited until the row

was nearly completed, then one

night his men demolished the

buildings and carried away the

doors and window frames. It

was all to no avail, Sir Benjamin

completed the cottages,

thereby scuppering Sir Henry’s

plans. The cottages were

known as ‘Spiteful Row’. When

Hall’s Tramroad arrived the front

and Back doors of cottage No.5

were enlarged, and the rails ran

straight through!

Pont Hall (Hall’s Bridge) by Geoff Smith

Sir Benjamin Hall
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LAMINATES LTD

WT

You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and Install

SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Local Worktop Specialist

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops with integrated solid surface sink recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm



This is the grave of David Brimble in Cromwell
Road Cemetery, Risca. David, a native of High
Littleton in Somerset, was a survivor of the
Black Vein Colliery disaster of December
1860. 

David was badly burned in the explosion and

was expected to die. Two of his sons, Joseph

(17) and William (13), were killed in the mine. His

wife was infirm, and his four remaining children

were all under the age of 11 at the time of the

disaster. A further child was born in 1861. 

A coffin was made and placed in David's

bedroom in readiness for his passing. However,

he was cared for by a kindly local woman and,

against the odds, survived. He slept with that

coffin under his bed for the rest of his life.

Earlier in 1860, for a six-week period of work,

David's earnings had been £13 3s 6d. He had

paid 15 shillings rent, 4 shillings for coal and 6

shillings and 6d for Club Membership and

Doctor. His two boys who were lost would have

added to the family’s income. David was

deemed to be permanently disabled a result of

his burns and, in 1862, his family was receiving 7

shillings a week Poor Relief at Risca. Sadly, less

than a fifth of his former income. 

The Act of Settlement and Removal (1662) had

established who should have responsibility for

the care of paupers and people like David, who

were no longer able to earn a living and were

dependant on the parish. Sadly, David fitted

none of the criteria for a Certificate of Legal

Settlement in Risca and the local authority had

provision under the Act to apply for the removal

of his family back to High Littleton, where he and

his father were born.

In February 1862, in order to reduce Risca's poor

relief payments, the authorities brought a case to

do just this. David was examined and William

Edmunds, Relieving Officer of the Newport

Union, travelled to High Littleton to find David’s

Birth record and his father.

“I produce a certificate of Baptism of the pauper
in High Littleton Parish Church on the 4th June
1820, which I saw compared with the original
entry in the Register Book. It is a true extract. I

saw James Brimble, an infirm old man, the
pauper’s father, who pointed out a house at
Hallow Brow in which he said he was born.

It is in High Littleton parish. I saw the assistant
overseer, Isaac Cowen and he told me he knew
the house in which James Brimble was born and
believed he was a parishioner of High Littleton.”

We don’t know by what means David and his

family were able to avoid that immediate threat

of removal back to Somerset, but they never left

Risca. Cruelly and out of necessity, nine years

later David was a collier again and his three

daughters were all working and his son was a

collier. Ten years later again David was working

as a Colliery Lampman. May he rest in peace for

his trouble.

Stephen Lyons - Black Vein Miners 
Memorial Society.

David Brimble  
1860 Black Vein Disaster Survivor
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