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Independently Owned and Run Family Funeral Directors

106-108 Malpas Road, City of Newport, South Wales NP20 5PL

Tel 01633 854522 / Fax 01633 858851 / Freephone 0800 093 4746
Email: Newport@mgrfunerals.co.uk

www.michaelgryansonanddaughters.com

302 North Road, Cardiff CF14 3BN

Tel: 02920 626101 / Fax: 02920 623162
Email: Cardiff@mgrfunerals.co.uk

We provide the complete Funeral Service with respect, Dignity and 

understanding 

24 hour personal attention 365 days a year.

We cater to suit the particular needs, faith and the budget of each 

individual family. 

Repatriation to and from all destinations

Private chapel of rest

Horse drawn, flatbed H.G.V and motorcycle hearse available

Floral tributes

Catering arranged if required

Pre-paid funeral plans available as part of our service

Our concern is your wellbeing at a time when you are hurting most

24 Hour Service | 365 Days A Year

Golden Leaves
Funeral Plans

Michael G Ryan 
Son and Daughters Ltd
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Advertising enquiries: Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771 or 

email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Welcome!
If you are interested in advertising your business in

the directory, please contact us to find out about the

very competitive advertising rates. You will always

deal with us directly, like many of the businesses that

advertise in this magazine, we are a small,

independent business and fully appreciate how

much your business means to you. 

Hopefully, with most of the lockdown measures

being eased, the weather will be kind to us over the

next couple of months and we’ll all be able to take a

walk in our beautiful countryside, lovely beaches and

benefit from some summer sunshine.

Best wishes

Editor: Susan Woolford   |   Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 

COPY DEADLINE 
FOR THE 

JULY/AUGUST EDITION
TUESDAY 
1st JUNE
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HSL
Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior Home Improvement

Local Reliable Service   Free Quotes

Julian: 07429 854 505
Michelle: 07443 460 323

� Central Heating Systems � New Boiler Installations 
� Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
� Landlord’s Certificates � Plastering � Tiling

� Domestic & Commercial Services
� Bathroom Installation � Local & Reliable Service 

� Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

R.HowellsR.Howells
PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING
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 @Stdavids79 @St Davids79                @sdfhc               St David’s Hospice Care

In 2019 St David’s Hospice Care celebrated 40 years of delivering 
Hospice Care in the local community. We could not have imagined 
how difficult 2020/21 would be for us all. St David’s has suffered 
from a significant financial loss due to our charity shops having  
to close and the cancellation of all of our fundraising events.
 
We have seen demand for our services soar throughout the 
pandemic, and are now appealing to you to ‘help us to get back  
on our feet’ so that we can continue to provide essential Hospice 
Care for all our local Communities.
 
Donate via our                                      Page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/backonourfeet
 
During the pandemic:

•    Our nurses continued to visit our patients at home, often staying 
overnight and working in full PPE.

•    Our 15 bedded in-patient unit continued to operate with our 
nursing team working 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – often working 
additional shifts.

•    Our social workers and welfare rights staff continued to help 
our patients and their families with psychological and financial 
support.

 
We can only provide these free services because of the support 
that we receive from people like YOU. If you are able, we would very 
much appreciate a donation to help us continue our work, 
and ‘help us to get back on our feet’.

www.stdavidshospicecare.org



Love Twmbarlwm?
You must be Cuckoo

P 
art of the fascination of Twmbarlwm is 

the myth and legend that surrounds it. The 
mountain (and at just 1,349ft I insist on calling 
it a mountain) dominates the landscape, it’s 
familiar outline can be seen for miles and 
speculation of the origin of the Twmp pervades 
the imagination of the surrounding population 
of Cwmbran, Newport and particularly Risca.

I single out Risca (and that includes the associated 
villages of Pontymister, Crosskeys etc.) because I 
am a proud Risca lad, or Risca Cuckoo as 
some would call me. I am looking forward 
to my treks around the mountain over 
the next few months listening to the 
call of the Cuckoo and trying to catch a 
glimpse of this very elusive bird.

At this time of year the cuckoo can often be 
heard in the woods around Twmbarlwm but there is 
an ancient story that explains why natives of Risca 
are called Cuckoos.

The story goes that when the Cuckoo’s call is 
heard in April – as it always is on Twmbarlwm – it 
heralds the arrival of spring and when the bird’s 
call disappears in August that marks the end of 

Risca decided to try and keep the bird in the vicinity 
to prolong summer and improve their harvest.

A local father and son were set the job to catch 
the Cuckoo. They found the bird in a bush sited 
near an ancient tumulus and they decided to build 
a fence around it to trap the bird inside. But, of 

over the top of the fence.
They continued to toil for many days making the 

fence higher and higher, but every day the Cuckoo 

Eventually a traveller passed by, saw what they 
were doing, laughed at their stupidity and pointed 
out their folly to the other villagers saying “Why are 
you trying to capture a Cuckoo when you already 
have two Cuckoos among you”. And to this day folk 
of Risca have been called Cuckoos.

How the story came to Risca no one can be 
entirely sure – it’s a story that seems to be attached 
to a few other towns in Britain. But it is surely linked 
to a collection of medieval stories entitled The Mad 
Men of Gotham (later became “Wise Men…”).

The stories can be dated to around 1200 when 
King John (he of Robin Hood fame) decided to visit 
the village of Gotham in Nottinghamshire. He already 
had a ruthless reputation and the Gothamites were 
afraid that his visit could only mean trouble for them.

They therefore decided that they needed 
to persuade the King that Gotham was 
not a good place for him to be. In those 
days madness was seen as a contagious 
disease, so they devised a series of 

pranks to prove to the King that the 
residents of Gotham were completely mad and 

of no use to him whatsoever. The stories of these 
pranks have been passed down in folklore and one 
of the ploys they used is identical to the story of the 
Risca Cuckoo – even down to including an ancient 
tumulus in the tale.

It’s easy to see how such stories can travel 
about the country and through the centuries  and 
I can imagine these stories being told around the 

ancient land of ours.
I’d like to add more of these stories to our website 

– please let us know if you have any interesting tales 
you’d like to share.

If you would like to know about Twmbarlwm and 
our society please visit our website or contact us via 
email: twmbarlwmsociety@gmail.com

Terry Evans, Chairman,  
Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm SocietyCTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit 

of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all hard 

there. We organise walks and other events up the mountain 
and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year so watch our 
website and Facebook page for details. 

www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

This sculpture commemmorating The Risca Cuckoo, near the 
Tesco store on the Pontymister Industrial Estate, was created by 
artist Sebastien Boyesen.

“The Cuckoo comes in April,
 he sings his song in May.
 In the middle of June he 

changes his tune
 and in July he flies away”.

6 swdirectories.com May/June 2021



May/June 2021 swdirectories.com 7

Opening Hours
Tuesday - 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Weds/Thurs - 9:00am - 8:00pm 
Friday - 9:00am - 6:00pm 

Saturday - 9:00am - 3:00pm

159 Larch Grove, 
Malpas NP20 6LA 
Tel: 01633 857921

Email: info@lovebeautyretreat.co.uk
Website: www.lovebeautyretreat.co.uk

OUR LONG LIST OF 
TREATMENTS 

INCLUDE 

and much more

� TGB / Shellac / Acrylics

� Manicures & Pedicures

� HD Brows & LVL Lash Lift

� Thalgo Face & Body

� Microdermabrasion

� Massage

� Waxing
� Dermaplaning /

Microneedling

� St Tropez Spray Tanning

� Pamper Packages

Come along and meet the experienced professional 
therapists and learn all about our fabulous treatments.

Shellac 
Fingers & Toes

for £42.00

A Range of
Million Dollar

Facial 
Treatments

LVL Lash Lift 
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Ljsymondsroofing@gmail.com
33 Allt-yr-yn View, Newport NP20 5EH

ROOFING
� Tiling 
� Slating
� Fibreglass
� Chimney stack repair
� UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
� New Build 
� Extensions 
� Renovations 
� Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
� Gutter repair
� UPVC cleaning
� Roof repair
� Misted glass repair
� House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE
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Our priority is erecting scaffolding efficiently
and carefully. We take every measure to
ensure that the scaffolding is delivered on the
date requested and removed when agreed
and we communicate with you at all stages. 

Being co-owned by a building and roofing
company we understand how important first
class scaffolding is and we aim to provide an 
excellent service at all times.

FOR ALL YOUR 
SCAFFOLDING NEEDS

Scaffolding available for

commercial, insurance

work, local trades, general

public and DIYers, providing

the scaffolding solution to

suit your needs.

Visit: www.apexaccessscaffolding.co.uk
Email: sales@apexaccessscaffolding.co.uk

Tel: 01633 759988 | Mob: 07503 571438
Ty Melyn Farm, Snowdon  Close, Risca NP11 6JF

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION



Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, 
South Wales NP20 4AQ 

Tel: 01633 262628 Email: sales@kingston-newell.com www.kingston-newell.com

The local property market has remained very active 
and so have we! While adhering to all the required 
social distancing guidelines we have been able to 
arrange accompanied viewings and successfully 
completed the sale of numerous properties quickly 
and at the right price for the sellers.

Here in Malpas, the good schools, easy access to 
the motorway, lots of open areas for families, and 

homes to large, spacious detached houses are 
only some of the reasons most of our buyers give 
for choosing this area. If you live here and are 
considering moving – get in touch for a free-market 
appraisal and we will work with you to help you get 
on the market quickly.

When you sell your home with Kingston Newell 
Estate Agents, we make your house stand out from 
the rest.

You Are Our Customer

You’re not just another customer, you are our 
customer, and we will use our expertise and market 

house at the right price for you, arrange viewings at 
times to suit you, and work with you through each 
stage of the sales process.

‘Kingston Newell are simply amazing! My property 
has been on the market with them for less than 
a week and it already has received multiple 
viewings!’  

Why Should You Choose to Sell Your Home 
with Us?

consistently one of the most active estate agents 
in Malpas. We provide, as standard, additional 
services many of our competitors do not include or 
charge an additional fee for including virtual tours 
and viewings on Bank Holidays and other public 
holidays.

We Won’t Be Beaten on Price

Although our fees are already amongst the lowest in 
Malpas we still refuse to be beaten on price. If you 
receive a quote from one of our local competitors 
that is lower than ours, we will price match so 
that we can demonstrate to you the quality of our 
services.

Choose Kingston Newell to Sell Your Home 
and You Won’t Be Disappointed

For a FREE market appraisal from one of our team 
of experts please get in touch and give us the 
opportunity to demonstrate why you should choose 
us.
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Proud to be
Endorsed

l  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
l  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
l  Upholstery and Leather Suites
l  Carpets & Rugs
l  Competitive Prices
l  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
l  Free Surveys/Estimates
l  Full Liability Insurance
l  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery

Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490

Covid-19 Update - Crawfords Working Practice
Due to the major impact the coronavirus has had on everyone, Crawfords working practice has

changed to comply with our customers’ needs and our safety in these difficult times.

When Crawfords arrive at your home or property to clean your soft furnishings or carpets we will be:

Wearing disposable overalls, gloves, overshoes and a face mask
Keeping a two-metre social distance

As a company we take our responsibility to our customers as paramount when working at their

home or property and will endeavour to keep them safe whilst we are working.

On completion of the clean an application of Formula 429 plus (a water based anti-microbial with

multi surface broad spectrum kill factor 6) will be applied to your fabrics and carpets, this will ensure

that they are contamination free.

I would like to say to all my customers - please stay safe.

James Crawford



The Talygarn Estate near
Pontyclun in the Vale of
Glamorgan is a beautiful
wooded area with embedded
lakes and is one which we
have, perforce, visited quite a
number of times over the years.
It has always been to rescue
juvenile swans which have
failed to comply with father’s
demand, having received a
minimum of six months free
board and lodging, to leave
home; ‘Go and make your own
way in the world’. In 2020 the
family had a delayed start, the
first clutch of eggs having been
lost. Of the second brood of
five cygnets, four made it to
point of needing to move on as
described above.
We received a call late afternoon
on 16th. March (It was dark) that
two of the cygnets had been
driven into the garden of one of
the local residents with a property
on the edge of the lake. As
always in these situations,
nothing short of immediate action
is required. Both were picked up
within the hour and released onto
the lake at Cold Knap, Barry. This
left two still at risk from the adults
once again seeking to have the
lake to themselves to do what
adult swans do at this time of
year.
It was a week before news came
of the penultimate cygnet ending
up in the same place as the two
previously. Again, a simple
rescue, but this individual seemed
smaller than her two siblings, and
far more traumatised by the
experience. We took her into care
and transferred her to a larger
sanctuary in Swindon a few days
later. We anticipate releasing this
and two other Welsh cygnets at

The Knap in a few weeks time.
And so just one cygnet was left at
Talygarn, but we heard nothing
further from there since 23rd
March.
On Sunday 28th March, even
before there had been time for
breakfast, we had received two
calls. The first involved a very
mature pair of adults which found
themselves in a filthy ditch just
outside Wentloog Park, and the
second even before there had
been time to deal with the first
involved a juvenile on the beach
at Llantwit Major! Sorting out the
first was strenuous but not too
challenging, released at Channel
View as the River Taff enters
Cardiff Bay. And so, from there to
Llantwit.
Five minutes before arriving, the
phone rang; it was Steve to
advise that an out-of-control
spaniel had appeared out of
nowhere, had startled the swan
which unsurprisingly took flight,
and had landed some distance
down the beach, the tide having
gone out some way. We took the

view, having completed 95% of
the journey, it was still worth
having a look. Our photograph
(thanks to JAJ) shows what a
swan ‘unfriendly’ situation in
which this poor creature found
itself. By now, he must have been
some 200 metres away amidst an
array of large round stones; an
attempt had to be made to catch
him. The approach turned out to
be very treacherous, slippery, not
helped by having to carry swan
hooks, and the wherewithal to
carry him. As it turned out, it
looked as if the swan was slightly
more disadvantaged by the
nature of the terrain than we
were, because, in the end the
capture was quite simple.
This cygnet looked just like the
ones from Talygarn, but we’ll
never know for sure. Having, as
was reported to us, spent the
whole night on the beach at
Llantwit, he seemed very relieved
to be released at The Knap,
where his first minutes of freedom
were spent quenching his thirst.
We know how he must have felt!

SWAN RESCUE

Story by Peter & Ellen photo by Jayne. For swan and all other wildlife problems please contact 
Peter & Ellen on 01633 895241 or 07802 472788

Late March, and Still They Come!

Where on earth am I? - Llantwit Major. Blimey! How did that happen?'

12 swdirectories.com May/June 2021
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

� Resin Bound Driveways � Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving

� Decking � Fencing � Driveways � Patios � Block paving � Tree work

� Hedge cutting � Grass cutting � Invasive weed control 

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register
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When we opened our doors in October 2019, none of us
could have dreamt what was to come.
Over the last few months, we have been very lucky to have had
some really thoughtful customers which has made a huge
difference to us. This got us thinking. It was not just the words
‘Thank you’ that made a difference; it was the fact that people
have made the effort to write a review, to tell their friends or to
pick up the phone, even in the toughest of times. So, inspired by
all of this, this is our Thank you to all of you.

Thank you for your patience, your trust in us and your
understanding of the challenges we have faced. Thank you for
caring, for sharing your kind words and for maintaining
confidence in our work. Sincerely, thank you for supporting our
business, for being kind to our staff and for continuing to believe
in us.

What a big difference two words can make. So, from all of us at
Dream Doors Newport – A huge heartfelt, Thank you x

Catherine & Nick
Directors, Dream Doors Newport, 163 Caerleon Road

A Heartfelt Thank You

Now is the perfect time to build your business to reach its full potential 
Let us help you to find new customers

Don’t just rely on Facebook

Many of our Directory readers do not regularly use social media or have access to websites. 
If you are solely relying on Facebook or Google to promote your business you could be

missing out on many potential customers and sales.

AN OPPORTUNITY 
NOT TO BE MISSED

Advertise in this Directory

For more details, please call Leslie or Susan 
07725 888070 or 01633 892771

Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk   |   Website: www.swdirectories.com

TAKE ACTION NOW 
Call us to find out about our rates and offers, our main aim is to help small businesses 

grow and prosper.
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Sadly, the Tredegar House
Folk Festival committee has
had to take the decision to
postpone the 31st THFF
until 6th-8th May 2022.
It had been hoped to carry the
2020 festival line-up, including
headline act Barbara Dickson,
over to May 2021, but the
prolonged course of the
pandemic meant it was
unlikely that large gatherings
of people would be allowed
until much later in the year,
so the decision had to be
made before plans were
further advanced.
The festival involves so many
businesses which will have
lost most of their earnings last
year, the biggest of which is
the marquee hirer (Monnow
Marquees), then there are the
catering vans and bar
providers, coach companies,
wristband producers, toilet
hirers, St John Ambulance etc
etc. That is without all the
artists taking part plus the
sound engineers.
There are now so many
festivals in the UK each year
that it is really big business,
and it can only be hoped that
the companies we use, mainly
from here in South Wales,
have managed to survive and
will be ready to go when the
festival industry starts up
again.
Members of Gwerinwyr
Gwent Welsh Folk Dance

Group have over the years
played a big part in the
festival, even today making
up a large number of the
organising committee
including the chairman.
Present and past members
have always hosted visiting
foreign dancers, which makes
for a pretty busy weekend. As
well as ensuring the dancers
are at Tredegar House in
costume in time for the
processions and their dance
spots, they have to be fed,
given packed lunches, shown

some of our local sights and
finally picked up at the end of
each evening after the
ceilidhs and concerts have
finished and getting some of
them away from the real ale
bar is not always easy, I
speak from experience here!
For some of us, the above
has to be carried out while
also taking part in the
dancing and/or helping to run
the event, so a relaxing
holiday is definitely needed
once the festival is over. But it
is only one weekend a year
and putting on a successful
festival is worth all the effort
that goes into it, especially
when the sun shines and it is
obvious everyone is having a
great time. If anyone reading
this likes the idea of hosting,
please get in touch, it is
nowhere near as hectic if you
are not taking part in the
festival at the same time and
people that do it, really enjoy
it.

TREDEGAR HOUSE
FOLK FESTIVAL

Back bigger than ever in 2022!

www.tredegarhousefestival.org.uk or visit our Facebook page.

Once again the date is
the 6th-8th May 2022
and concert artists

should include: 
Barbara Dickson, 

Fara, Alaw, Rusty Shackle,
Avanc, Kathryn Roberts
and Sean Lakeman, plus
many local, national, and
international dance sides.

16 swdirectories.com May/June 2021



May/June 2021 swdirectories.com 17

Opening hours for appointments:

Tuesday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm

Thursday 10.00am - 1.00pm

Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm

ASHLEY WILDE 
JUNIPER COLLECTION

Cwmbran Curtains and Blinds are a family
business run by Lyn and Michael, with over 50
years of combined knowledge and experience
in this business, we can help you make your
home look amazing.

When you have an idea of what you want we have the
passion for fabrics and interiors and we can help you
and guide you through the immense range of fabrics to
achieve the right look for your home.

Fabrics are sourced from the UK's leading suppliers and
your bespoke curtains and blinds can be made to your
choice specifications to complete the look.

We offer a full measure, making and fitting service all
done professionally by ourselves.

There is a measuring guide on our website to help you
to supply the correct measurements for your project, or
alternatively book an appointment for a consultation in
our showroom.

We have a vast experience in curtains and fabric blinds
all made in house by us.

Located at 171 Larch Grove Malpas Newport our
showroom has displays of carefully selected fabrics and
styles. We are always here on hand if you need help
with no pressure.

We look forward to offering you a warm welcome to our showroom for your V.I.P experience 

with a no obligation consultation by appointment.

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO - SO WILL YOU!

171 LARCH GROVE 

MALPAS NEWPORT NP20 6LA

MOBILE :07887 677110

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk 

Covid-19

During these difficult times we are having to run our business in a different way.

We have re-organised our showroom to allow for social distancing and we are operating by appointment only for the

foreseeable future. We have hand sanitizer and various PPE for you to use on arrival for your appointment to keep us

and our customers safe and well. Please call or use our contact form on our website to arrange an appointment.

Many thanks for understanding.
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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Bluebird Care
Providing Support When You Need It

Connect with us on Facebook  Bluebird Care Newport & South Monmouthshire 
Follow us on Twitter  @BluebirdNewport

We provide high quality care and support services throughout 
Newport & South Monmouthshire, enabling our customers to retain 
their independence whilst living in the comfort of their own homes.

Why choose Bluebird Care

for yourself or a member of your family; or perhaps you are 
looking for some extra support to complement the care 
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Newport

For more information, visit our website www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/newport
Contact us by phone: 01633 267708 or by email: newport@bluebirdcare.co.uk

 
Bluebird Care can help you and your family.

Our Services
You might be looking for short-term help 

Some of the tasks that our Home Care 
Assistants frequently undertake include:
• showering  

•  

• 
• Assisting with managing the home,  

• 
• 

 

We also provide 24 hour Care

the clock, we will put together a small 

alternative to Residential Care
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The U3A is the 21st largest
charitable organisation in the
UK and aims to advance the
education of retired people.
Over the last year the
Newport branch has had to
curtail its activities due to
Coronavirus restrictions.
Many members of our 43
educational, creative and
leisure groups have been
holding Zoom meetings and
keeping in touch through an
e-magazine containing
articles compiled by
members.
By now, even our youngest
members will be fully
vaccinated and hoping normal
service will resume soon.

Meanwhile, with fairer weather
imminent and restrictions being
relaxed, many of us will meet in
Parks and Gardens, so don't be

surprised to come across a
ukulele or choir practice, or a
cryptic crossword or craft
meeting!

Newport U3A

If you are interested and retired from full-time employment visit our website
u3asites.org.uk/newportsewales to check when we will return to classes at 

Shaftesbury Street Methodist Church - we would love to see you.

J.YOUNG
PLASTERING
Plastering & Painting Services

� No Job Too Small � Competitive Rates 
� Call for a Free Quote �  Clean, Friendly & Reliable

Over 10 Years Experience

01633 891456 / 07515 277547
J Young Plastering Services

07725
888070
01633
892771

�Advertise 
your business

from only

£50
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk



70 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales NP20 4AQ
www.kingston-newell.com

All properties available at time of going press *If you receive a quote from one of our local competitors that is lower than ours, we will 
price match

Ash Tree View, Newport
3 bedroom semi detached family home 
located in a highly sought after area 
with great access to local amenities.

Chepstow Road, Newport
3 bedroom detached family home 
located close to local amenities and 
minutes from the M4 J24.

Risca Road, Newport
Spacious semi detached family home 
in need of modernising and updating 
throughout.

Allt-Yr-Yn Avenue, Newport

detached family home located on the 
west side of the city.

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents in 

• No sale - no fee
• Residential or commercial sales and lettings
• 
• 
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Crossword

The object of sudoku is to

insert the missing 

numbers in the boxes to

satisfy just one 

condition: each row, 

column and 3x3 box must

contain the digits 1

through to 9 exactly once.

This can be done by 

applying logic – you do

not have to guess.

Sudoku

Puzzle solutions on page 34
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It goes without saying that
COVID has changed our
society immeasurably over
the past twelve months. Some
of the adjustments, whilst
lengthy and unwelcome, will
only be temporary. Others
might well prove permanent
and many employees, for
whom the daily commute has
been absent of late, will
probably want to continue
working from
home when
normality
returns. 

I have read that
the lockdown has
also led to a surge
in people
attempting DIY and
though lots of firms
have struggled
during the pandemic,
hardware stores have
reported an increase
in sales. Even I have tackled
some jobs that I might
previously have hired someone
else to do. To this end, and
faced with a malfunctioning
toilet, I headed over to
Corporation Road recently to

buy some plumbing
essentials. It was
there that I was
reacquainted with
an old friend,
namely the
Lysaght Institute.
Long have I
admired this
structure and I am
so relieved that it
was rescued from
dereliction.

John Lysaght
(pronounced Lye-
sut and not
Lye-sag-hut
according to my

expert in local matters) was a
civil engineer from Cork, who
acquired a modest
galvanisation business in Bristol
in 1856. Initially, the firm
employed just seven workers
but under Lysaght’s ownership,
it expanded and diversified. As
demand soared, other sites in
Bristol and Wolverhampton
were purchased. These
produced some 40,000 tons of

iron sheet annually
under the tradename,

That’s The Way, A-Ha A-Ha, 
John Lysaght

by Paul Minton

The W R Lysaght Institute

The Orb Works, 
Newport

John Lysaght

William Royse Lysaght
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Orb, much of which was
exported abroad. Lysaght also
travelled to the Antipodes in
1879 to form a subsidiary called
Lysaght (Australia), which still
manufactures under the brand
today.

Two of Lysaght's nephews
joined the business in the late
1870s. The eldest, Sidney
Lysaght, went on to become a
writer and is known to have
visited Robert Louis Stevenson
in Samoa shortly before the
latter’s demise. However, it was
under William Royse Lysaght,
his younger brother, that the
company boomed. Following
the death of his uncle in 1895,
William completed the
acquisition of Pill Farm in
Lliswerry and the subsequent
Orb Ironworks, with its
distinctive array of chimneys,
began operating in 1898. By
1901, most of the equipment
and personnel from

Wolverhampton had relocated

to the Welsh site. A factory

football team was even created,

which eventually led to the

formation of Newport County, a

club for which W R Lysaght

served as president until 1940.

At its peak, Newport’s Orb mills

employed over 3,500 men and

women and produced the

widest rolled steel in the world.

After the Great War, the

company was absorbed into

Guest, Keen and Nettlefolds

(GKN), although William Lysaght

joined its board of directors.

Despite this, the Lysaght name

was used by GKN until 1966.

The W R Lysaght Institute first

opened its doors in December

1928 and was named in

recognition of William’s fifty

years in business. Occupying

eight acres of land close to the

factory entrance, workers could

enjoy its wide range of

amenities, such as a public bar,
ballroom, skittle alley, bowling
green, and tennis courts. The
building closed at the turn of
the new millennium but after a
decade of neglect, it was
renovated and became a
community centre.

As for William Lysaght himself,
he served as the High Sheriff of
Monmouthshire and was
awarded a CBE for his role
advising the Ministry of
Munitions during World War 1.
He was also known for his
extensive collection of stuffed
birds. After his death in 1945,
most of his 1,860 specimens
were transferred to Birmingham
Museum. The W R Lysaght
Collection representing 325
ornithological species may still
be seen there…or at least they
may be once lockdown
restrictions are eased and
visitors are allowed to flock
back in!
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THE NATIONAL 
GARDENS SCHEME

Sunday May 30th (1.30pm-5.30pm)

Sunday June 20th (1.30pm-5.30pm)

Sunday July 25th (1.30pm-5.30pm)

Sunday August 22nd (1.30pm-5.30pm)

Directions: From Cefn Walk go over canal bridge at the 
14 Locks, stay on the lane for 1/4 mile, white stones on 

island, Croesllanfro Farm is in front of you.

ADMISSION £5.00 CHILDREN FREE
Barry & Liz Davies 07957 694230

The National Gardens Scheme has 
donated over £42.5 million to 
nominated beneficiaries since it was
founded in 1927. Please come along
and support the NGS.

Unusual plants for sale
Let the children run around and have
fun trying the Kidz Quiz.

For more information on gardens open go to:
www.ngs.org.uk

People are encouraged to book online through
the National Garden Scheme.

However, we are happy to take cash on the day.

Croesllanfro Farm, Groes Road, Rogerstone,
Newport NP10 9GP

Lottery
St David’s Hospice Care

per week£1
Drawn
Every

Friday

Follow us on:

Licensed and regulated by the Gambling Commission. Licence No. 004874. Website: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk  
Promoter: St David’s Foundation Hospice Care, Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH. Registered Charity No. 1010576.   
Responsible Person: Kris Broome.           Must be 18 or over to play. Underage gambling is an offence.
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Contact us by email or phone 
 David.Mayer@Newport.gov.uk  770525
 Jane.Mudd@Newport.gov.uk   672545 
 James.Clarke@Newport.gov.uk   858103
 malpaslabourparty        @Malpas_Labour

MALPAS COUNCILLORS

WORKING FOR MALPAS
WORKING FOR NEWPORT
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Leaky Shower???
We have a 

Shower Pod Solution

Are you fed up 
with your leaking
shower area?
Install a leak free replacement from 
Newport Bathroom Centre.
We have a special offer for a 900mm Quad
2 door shower door, with a thermo shower
mixer and leak free shower pod. 

Supplied and fitted from 

£1995.00 inc Vat 
(Full terms apply)

� Quick Installation
� Minimum disruption 
� Completely leak free construction
� No mould or bacteria
� Easy to clean
� Manufactured with an anti-bacterial gel

Say Goodbye to unsightly silicone, grout and
leaks from your shower.

There are 10 different shower pod shapes and
sizes available to suit every need.

Newport Bathroom Centre Ltd
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com
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You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and install
SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELLING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Recent customer worktops we fabricated, 80mm thick bespoke laminate

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm

BESPOKE QUALITY WORKTOPS
MADE IN NEWPORT.

PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM!
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M.R.M Plumbing 
and Heating

Mobile: 07864 029690
email: martin2979@virginmedia.com

FREE QUOTES
24/7 CALLOUT

COMPETITIVE PRICES

Puzzle 
Solutions

Sudoku

Crossword
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