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Advertising enquiries: Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771 or 

email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Welcome!
If you are interested in advertising your business
in the directory, please contact us to find out
about the competitive advertising rates. You will
always deal with us directly, like many of the
businesses that advertise in this magazine, we are
a small, independent business and fully
appreciate how much your business
means to you. We rely totally on the
revenue from the advertising to keep
the magazine in production.
Advertising in the Directories has
proved successful for so many of our
advertisers, some have been with us
since the very first magazine in May

2006. A huge thank you to all our advertisers - we
are grateful for all your support.   
Let’s hope the weather will be kind to us over the
next couple of months and we’ll all be able to
take a walk in our beautiful countryside, visit a
NGS open day, take a trip to one of South

Wales’s lovely beaches and benefit from some
summer sunshine.

Best wishes

Editor: Susan Woolford   |   Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE 
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER EDITION  

FRIDAY 30th JULY

Unit D1- D3 Pontymister Industrial
Estate, Risca NP11 6NP 

Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk    

www.dawntoduskautos.co.uk

DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company 

�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including

new vehicles under warranty

Car & Commercial repair work carried out

Diesel specialist

Clutch specialist 

Brake specialist

MOT 

Exhausts

Air conditioning

ELECTRICAL
Alternators

Starter Motors

Batteries

FREE LOCAL 
COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY 

DIAGNOSIS
Engine Management

ABS

Air bag

Central Locking

�
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Handyman Services

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ

� Carpentry � General DIY � Plastering � Rendering  
� All Types of Property Maintenance Work 

� All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani

Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168

NO JOB
TOO

SMALL

FREE
no obligation
quote on all

work



We Dig 
Twmbarlwm
T 

he rumour-mill on social media started 
as soon as restrictions on the pandemic 
lockdowns were being eased. People 
from all over were enquiring whether our 
archaeological project on Twmbarlwm was 
going to re-start. Such enthusiasm illustrated 
that there is still plenty of interest out there for 
this project and people are keen to get back 
out there to help.

In fact the CTS team have only recently started 
talking to the archaeology contractors to discuss 
possible dates to re-start the work. By the time 
this article is published we hope that the initial geo-
phys work will be completed – as yet no date has 
been set for the excavation element of the project. 
As soon as dates are decided, we will make 
announcements on our website and Facebook 
page.
THE STORY SO FAR

As you may know, the project started in the 
autumn of 2019 in the aftermath of the devastating 

the guidance of Cadw, and the appointment of a 
suitable archaeological contractor (Clwyd-
Powys Archaeological Trust), we started 
with a geo-phys survey of the scheduled 
monument. Within two days of starting 
the work, atrocious weather conditions 
set in and we had to abandon the survey 
with it only half completed.

There was a brief respite in the weather at the end 
of October 2019 and we managed to undertake a 
core-sampling survey of the area.

Without a satisfactory result from the geo-phys 
survey it was decided to postpone the dig element 
of the project till the spring of 2020 – and as we all 
now know, the Covid 19 Pandemic came along at 
that time and put the brakes on all plans for the dig. 

We hoped to re-commence in the autumn of 2020 
but yet again we were thwarted when the second 
lockdown hit Wales.

And so here we are – 
nearly two years since we 
started this project. We still 
have the support of Cadw and the archaeological 
trust, CPAT, are in a state of readiness. Barring 

any further catastrophes we sincerely hope 
to be back on the mountain some time 

later in the summer in search of the 
archaeological answers to Twmbarlwm.

So be aware – if you visit Twmbarlwm 

people scraping away in trenches, please 
do not disturb where the work is progressing. If 
you have any queries about the work, there will 
probably be an expert on hand to explain what is 
going on with the investigation.

The story so far, photographs and technical 
reports are still available under the archaeological/
blog tab on our website – please check out the 
entries at www.twmbarlwm.co.uk.

Volunteers are a vital part of this project to help 
with the dig and subsequent research – we already 
have a list of volunteers from when the project 
started in 2019 and those people will be given 
priority when this new phase starts again. If you 
are interested in helping out and would like to add 
your name to this list please contact us via email 
with your contact details and information of any 
experience you may have – contact us via email: 
twmbarlwmsociety@gmail.com

Terry Evans, Chairman,  
Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last Sunday of 

there. We organise walks and other events up the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year so watch our 
website and Facebook page for details. www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

Above: The geo-phys team take a 

the wind on top of Twmbarlwm, and 
download the data to their computer.
Right: If you see a chap wandering 
around with this machinery, do 
not approach him, your presence 

gathering.

The geo-phys team mark out a grid on the survey area 
using the pin-point accuracy of GPS.
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WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Install Digital Aerial
Get between 30 and 170 Freeview and

radio channels with a digital aerial

installed in your home. One time payment

with no monthly subscription fees. Up to

five years guarantee.

Multiroom Television Points
Freeview or Freesat television points in any

room of your home/business to receive up

to 170 television channels. Amplifier will be

installed at additional cost if the signal is

too weak to split.

Bird Spikes 
Bird Spikes can be installed onto your

aerial or satellite dish to prevent birds

landing on them and blocking your signal.

Please note: This does NOT harm or

endanger birds.

Diagnostic test
A free diagnostic test to find out why your

Freeview, Freesat or television is not

working or the reason behind your

television having poor/weak signal.

Removal of Existing Aerial and

Satellite Dish
We can take down your old, unused or

unwanted Aerial and Satellite systems

including cables.

Realign Aerial or Satellite Dish
If your signal is weak or been disrupted by

a storm, we can adjust your Aerial or
Satellite dish to provide you with the best

possible signal for your area.

Cable Runs and Extensions
If you are looking to move your television
in your house, we can replace damaged

coax cables and extend your existing
cables to fit your new layout.

Cable Runs and Extensions
LNB (Low-Noise Block Downconverter)
Replacement - If your satellite dish is in

good working order but your LNB (plastic
signal receiver on the end of satellite) is

not compatible with your satellite receiver,
we can change it to ensure your television

picture is of maximum quality.

Install Satellite Dish
Receive up to 170 television and radio
channels with a Freesat box. Option to
upgrade to a recordable Freesat box to

watch your favourite programmes anytime
you like. One time payment only and no
monthly subscription charges. Up to a

three year guarantee.

Television Installations 
Set up your new television on a stand or

mounted on your wall (up to a 65inch
television).

01495 271659 / 07523 811918
www.aerialserviceswales.co.uk

Find us on 



Many thanks to Gwyn James,
Clerk of the Community Council
for his sound advice and support
over the years and we wish him
well in his retirement. We will be
welcoming a new Clerk in the
near future and look forward to
working with them.
Council members are: Rob
Derraven, Chair; Zoe Davies-
Hobbs, Vice Chair; Caerphilly
County Borough Councillors
Nigel George, Arianna Leonard
and Philippa Leonard;
Community Councillors Deb
Crahart, Christine Thomas,
Rosemary Creedy and Sue
Thorne. Our contact details can
be found on
www.riscaeastcc.org.uk.
Following the AGM, a general
meeting was held to discuss
topics of interest, applications for
funding by local groups and
areas of concern raised by
residents.
All councillors expressed their
grateful thanks to St David’s
Church, Thistle Way, for agreeing
to site a defibrillator on an
exterior wall of the building. Due
to Covid, delays were inevitable
but this vital piece of potentially
life-saving equipment, wholly
funded by Risca East Community
Council, is now available for
community use. Many thanks go
to all those who were involved in
bringing this to fruition.
Risca East Community Council

would like to
welcome
RCV UK to
their new
home in
Channel View Community Hall.
For several years, the community
was concerned about the future
of the building but with a
proactive and determined
management committee,
together with the support of
Caerphilly County Borough
Council, the hall is flourishing.
Improvements have been and
continue to be made to bring the
building up to standard, including
a newly laid parking area and
toilets. As the hall is owned by
Caerphilly Council, there are no
concerns regarding the terms of
a lease.  All money paid in the
way of rent for functions, etc. is

being reinvested in the hall. This
is a great success story for all of
those who have worked so hard
to keep Channel View
Community Hall open.
Another success story is the
refurbishment of the TLC, a
community hub of many years
standing on Elm Drive. Risca
East Community Council
awarded the TLC management

committee a
substantial grant
to support their
efforts to improve
the kitchen area
and to help set off
costs for necessary
maintenance work.
It is a credit to all the
volunteers involved
to keep the TLC
moving forward

during these trying times and we
wish you all the best with your
future plans.
Councillors Arianna Leonard and
Philippa Leonard have been
organising litter-picks in Risca
East, targeting areas of concern
raised by local residents. If you
would like to get involved, please
like ‘Risca East Community
Council’ Facebook page or
‘Risca East & Ty Sign Councillors’
for information. All equipment is
provided free of charge and all
ages are welcome.
Until next time, stay safe and
well.

to Risca East Community Council

NewsletterWelcome
Risca East Community Council held its Annual General Meeting online in the

month of May. We are pleased that Rob Derraven has agreed to remain as Chair

for one final year and offer our congratulations to Zoe Davies-Hobbs on becoming

Vice Chair.
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Beatrice Cutler BSc Hons  
mBANT,  CNHC Registered  
Nutritional Therapist  

07964800523 

AFFINITY 
NUTRITION

www.affinitynutrition.co.uk 

Dietary change can support  IBS symptoms, weight
issues, migraine, infertility, allergies 

and many more…. 

Discover how small changes to
your daily food choices can make a

big difference to your health

Helping you maintain health
through diet

Due to Covid19 consultations are currently

online only, please call for more details

For more details contact

email: pamelamarie101@gmail.com

Tel: 07837 222138 or 

01495 440972

One-2-One 
Domestic Cleaning Services

CRB
Checked  

� Regular weekly or fortnightly 
house cleans 

� One off deep cleans 
� Move in/out cleans
� Liability insurance

Podiatry / Chiropody Services
Clinic and Home Visits

l Nail Cutting, Corns, Verrucae, Hard Skin
l Ingrowing Toenails
l Foot Pain Solutions
l Diabetic & Arthritic Foot Care
l Gait Assessment
l Sports Podiatry/Injuries
l Nail Surgery
l Foot Massage
l Children’s Feet
l Disability Experience

John Terrell Bsc (Hons) SRCH

Tel: 01633 614465
Mob: 07508 015662
www.happier-feet.co.uk

john@happierfeet.co.uk

57 Tredegar Street, Risca, NP11 6BW

Based at Risca Chiropractic and 
Wellness Clinic

“Keeping
 You

On Your F
eet”
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VIDEO TAPE
TRANSFERS

TO DVD 
OR USB 

I am local (NP20) so no posting necessary.

Email: jtvideoconversions@gmail.com

Phone: 07488 454164

Convert and transfer all
your VHS, VHSc, 

Betamax, Video 8 and DVI
to DVD or USB.

Prices start from £13I CAN 
COLLECT OR

YOU CAN
DROP OFF

Local Risca based company, with 20 years’ experience

COVERING ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION

� Brickwork Specialist includes: Extensions, Garden Walls,
Garden Rooms, Offices and Patios etc

� Damp Proofing Repairs, UPVC  Work, Roof & Chimney
Stack Repairs

� Plastering, Renovations, Fencing and All House 
Maintenance 

City & Guilds Qualified - Fully Insured
Call or email Rich on: 

M: 07926 885518  T: 01633 309843 
E: thomasjonesrichard@gmail.com

AFON
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

NO JOB 
TO SMALL.
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Proud to be
Endorsed

l  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
l  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
l  Upholstery and Leather Suites
l  Carpets & Rugs
l  Competitive Prices
l  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
l  Free Surveys/Estimates
l  Full Liability Insurance
l  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery

Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490

Covid-19 Update - Crawfords Working Practice
Due to the major impact the coronavirus has had on everyone, Crawfords working practice has

changed to comply with our customers’ needs and our safety in these difficult times.
When Crawfords arrive at your home or property to clean your soft furnishings or carpets we will be:

Wearing disposable overalls, gloves, overshoes and a face mask
Keeping a two-metre social distance

As a company we take our responsibility to our customers as paramount when working at their
home or property and will endeavour to keep them safe whilst we are working.

On completion of the clean an application of Formula 429 plus (a water based anti-microbial with
multi surface broad spectrum kill factor 6) will be applied to your fabrics and carpets, this will ensure

that they are contamination free.
I would like to say to all my customers - please stay safe.

James Crawford
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Kingston Newell Estate Agents, 70 Bridge Street, Newport, 
South Wales NP20 4AQ 

Tel: 01633 262628 Email: sales@kingston-newell.com www.kingston-newell.com

Help! Due to a very busy spring and start to 
the summer, we are in desperate need of more 
properties to sell or rent in Risca.

The residential property market in the west and 
north of Newport is very active, particularly around 
this area, alongside Langstone and Caldicot which 
are also attracting a lot of interest.

We have buyers and tenants waiting for a variety of 
different properties here and would urge you to get 
in touch with us if you have a property you want to 
sell or rent.

With a good indication of where the market is 
heading and realistically what you will achieve for 
your property, we can provide you with a tailor-
made sales package and free no obligation market 
appraisal. 

 

More Properties  
Required Throughout  
Risca

Are You Thinking of Selling or Renting 
Now or Later This Year?

We can start the process of preparing your 
property for the market and give FREE advice on 
presentation and even taking some bright photos 
in the good weather - with nothing to pay until your 
property is sold or let!

Our Team of Local Property Experts are 
Here to Help You

Being based in Newport and with most of our team 
living here, we have a thorough knowledge of the 
local housing market.

We know the current and historical trends for each 
of the suburbs and towns here in the city and 

clients.

We Can Help You

If you are thinking of buying, selling, renting or 
seeking a professional company to manage your 

help you.
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Ljsymondsroofing@gmail.com
33 Allt-yr-yn View, Newport NP20 5EH

ROOFING
� Tiling 
� Slating
� Fibreglass
� Chimney stack repair
� UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
� New Build 
� Extensions 
� Renovations 
� Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
� Gutter repair
� UPVC cleaning
� Roof repair
� Misted glass repair
� House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE



Along with those
swimming in the canal,
many of the residents of

Risca have enjoyed walking and
fishing along its banks. However,
there have also been some tragic
incidents and acts of bravery.
‘Never go into the water straight
after a meal, and never take a
bathe when the water is too cold.
Both can lead to an attack of
cramp’.
These words were addressed to
three young lads of Cross Keys,
by the Coroner, at the end of the

inquest into the death by
drowning of their friend, 17 year
old Raymond James of 10, Bright
Street.
After dinner on Saturday the 8th
July 1946, Raymond and his
friends, John Morgan, 17, of 8,

Waunfawr Road; Royston James,
16, of Salisbury Street, and Peter
Aldington, 18, of 54 Gladstone
Street, went for a swim in the
canal at the ‘Deeps’.
Raymond was swimming when
suddenly he shouted and
disappeared under the surface.
Although the canal was some
12ft. deep in this area his friends
immediately dived in, and when
they failed to find him, John ran
to Cross Keys Police Station for
help. Police-constable Ken
Salmon and civilian John Jones of

In the past, for many of the young men and boys from the Risca area, the canal was their
‘swimming baths’. The favourite place for a swim, for those living in Cross Keys and the

upper end of Risca was the ‘Deeps’, the stretch of the canal above the Green Meadow
Bridge. And for those living in Pontymister and the lower end of Risca, their favourite

was ‘the Swimmers’ also known as the ‘Steps’, a spot below the then Sign Fields, near the
quarry, about a ¼mile down the canal from the bottom end of today’s Manor Way.

OUR 
CANAL

By Bernard Osment

12 swdirectories.com July/August 2021



14, Carlton Terrace, rushed to the

scene and dived in. Despite all

their efforts it was not until

sometime later, when Mr. Gundy

arrived in his boat with poles and

grappling hooks, that Raymond’s

body was recovered.

The Coroner commended

them all for their

valiant rescue bid.

Although at the

inquest his father said

his boy was a good

swimmer, others have

reported that he was a

Welsh International

swimmer, in training for

the Olympics.

In July 1945, 14 year old

Cyril Ralph Williams of

68, Ty-Isaf Park Road,

Pontymister, was awarded a

‘Royal Humane Society

Testimonial on Parchment’, for

the act of bravery in rescuing

from drowning in the canal, four

year old Clyde Stock of 20, Ty-

Isaf Park Road. On the 8th May

1944, Cyril was playing, along

with another lad, 10 year old

Allan Lewis of 65, Ty- Isaf Park

Road, on the canal near Giles

Bridge (this was situated at the

bottom end of today’s Manor

Way), when they heard

screams coming from

lower down the canal.

They immediately

ran in that direction

where a hundred or

so yards down the

tow path they saw a

boy, fully clothed

except for his shoes and

socks, struggling and kicking

in the water.

The canal at this point was very

wide (originally a turning point

for the canal barges), and almost

five feet deep some four

feet from the edge of the

bank. At great risk to

himself, Cyril, a non-

swimmer, jumped into the

canal, which was right up

to his neck. As he

struggled to save the

boy, he was pulled under the

surface a number of times. After

some time and with great

difficulty, he succeeded in getting

the boy, Clyde Stock, to the bank,

where he was assisted by Allan

Lewis and a passing stranger. The

un-named stranger then carried

Clyde home to his mother in Ty-

Isaf.

In April 1871 George Rosser,

aged 13, the son of Walter Rosser,

builder of Risca, was awarded a

bronze medal by the Royal

Humane Society for saving the

life of an eight year old boy

from drowning in the canal at

Pontymister on the 4th January

1871. The advantage of boys

leaning to swim was shown

when George, walking along the

canal tow path with some friends,

saw a boy disappear under the

surface of the ice covered canal.

Without hesitation George

jumped into the water. The canal

was so deep at this point his feet

could not reach the bottom. With

great difficulty he brought the

lifeless boy to the bank. Dr

Robathan was called for, and

after his “patient and persevering

treatment” was rewarded with

signs of life.

George had rescued the same boy

from drowning, some two or

three years previous. It was

hoped that George’s

action would be an

inducement for

others to “go and do

likewise”.

The inquest into the

death of six year old

Francis Jones took place

at the Church House Inn,

Risca, on Thursday the 11th

August 1887.

At about 12 o’clock on the

previous Sunday, Francis, whilst

looking over the wall alongside

July/August 2021 swdirectories.com 13



the canal near the Darren

Bridge, overbalanced and fell

into the water. The incident

was observed by a young man

sitting nearby reading a

newspaper. Although the

canal was only about three

feet deep at that spot, he

called-out to two men walking

on the tow-path on the

opposite side of the canal, while

he stood looking at young

Francis drowning. The two men

dashed to the place where Francis

had fallen in, and jumped into

the water, only to find he had

sunk to the bottom. The water

was in a filthy state and with

considerable difficulty they

recovered his body. A verdict of

accidental death was recorded.

The Coroner said although the

law could do nothing about the

heartless cowardly conduct of the

young man, who with the

smallest exertion could have

saved the child, deserved a severe

reprimand.

The inquest into the death of

Trevor Ivor Brace Lush, took

place at Cross Keys Police Station

on the afternoon of Saturday the

2nd June 1905. Trevor, the nine

year old son of George and Mary

Ann Lush of 95, High Street,

Cross Keys, was drowned

while fishing in the canal, near

the Deeps, on Thursday evening.

Although on Thursday morning

Trevor’s mother had warned him

of the danger of fishing in the

canal, later that day, Trevor and

his friend, 10 year old William

James Lewis, decided to go

fishing. After failing to catch any

fish using his fishing rod, Trevor

tried to catch them with his

hands. Sometimes the fish came

to the surface near the bank and

the boys were able to catch them.

Sadly, Trevor lost his balance,

and fell in.

William said he tried to help

Trevor out of the water. He had

held out his fishing rod to him,

but Trevor was unable to take

hold of it, and sank beneath the

surface of the water. William

then ran home for help and

returned to the canal with

Trevor’s brother and a man who

was walking along the canal

bank. There was some confusion

as to the spot where Trevor had

fallen in, and it was sometime

before his body was found some

120 yards higher up the canal

bank.
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

� Resin Bound Driveways � Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving

� Decking � Fencing � Driveways � Patios � Block paving � Tree work

� Hedge cutting � Grass cutting � Invasive weed control 

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register
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GeorgeSt. GeorgeSt.

NEW HOT TUB 
DEPARTMENT

Furniture  � Carpets  � Beds  � Outdoor Living  � Bathrooms  � Kitchens  � Hot tubs  � Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT

SALE NOW ON
From 

£4995*
*Offer for stock items only
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STORE NOW OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 9.30 - 5.00PM

STOCK
AVAILABLE

NOW

GeorgeSt. GeorgeSt.
NOW
OPEN

Furniture  l Carpets  l Beds  l Outdoor Living  l Bathrooms  l Kitchens  l Hot tubs  l Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT



RISCA MUSEUM

An introduction to research
on Cwmbyr farm by Robert
Southall, member of the
Oxford House Industrial
History Society who run the
Risca Museum. His research
into the history of the farm
will appear in the next issue.

Older residents of Pontywaun,
Crosskeys and the top end of
Risca will no doubt recall that,
in their youth, there were two
farms in the little valley called
Cwmbyr that comes down the
western side of the Medart, not
far from the Greenmeadow
canal bridge. The lower farm,
really just a small holding, was
called Cwmbyr Isaf (or Isha) and
was lived in by two elderly
couples, the Jones's and the
Marsh's, whereas the higher
farm, on the upper southern
side of dingle, was known as
Dai Davies’s farm or, more
often, referred to as ‘the Deaf
and Dumb’.

When I first moved to
Pontywaun in 1997, I would
often spend my Saturdays and
Sundays exploring the hills
above the village and the
Cwmbyr walk was my short
walk, as I could do it in a little

over an hour. The first thing I
noticed on my weekend
rambles was a large old beech
tree with what I assumed was
some sort of cubby hole
underneath. I would later find
out that this was once used as
a dog kennel
and that
there had
once been an
old farm
called
Cwmbyr close
to that tree;
scrambling into
the
undergrowth
would reveal the
foundations of
the building.

I remember walking back into
my street one Sunday afternoon
and chatting to my neighbour.
She said, “been up the deaf and
dumb, have you?” I was not
sure whether she was referring
to the footpath or the location
where the tree was situated.
Eventually, after conversing with
several other neighbours, I
worked out that Cwmbyr farm
and the ''Deaf and Dumb'' were
one and the same and that

someone
called Dai
Davies had
been the last
person to farm
from there, but
no one could
tell me why it
was known
locally as the

’deaf and dumb’.

It must have been a few years
later I noticed that a plaque had
been fixed high up on that
beech tree commemorating Dai
Davies’s life at Cwmbyr he had
sadly passed away in 2003. In
2013 I decided to see what I
could find out about the farm,
known fondly by many locals
and his family, as ‘Dai Davies’
farm’ and I was lucky enough to
visit and interview his widow
Joyce, then in her nineties, who
lives in Crosskeys.

Cwmbyr farm 
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You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and install
SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELLING
l We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

l Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
l Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

l Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Picture shows Dupont Corian© White Onyx worktops we recently 
made and installed for Mr & Mrs Gibbs of Glascoed

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm

BESPOKE QUALITY WORKTOPS
MADE IN NEWPORT
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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Rainbow Walk Saturday 18th September 2021

Registered charity number: 1010576

Sat 18 Sept 2021
Sirhowy Valley Country Park

www.stdavidshospicecare.org  01633 851051
www.stdavidshospicecare.org/fundraising/our-events

Supported by

A familyfriendlywalk 

2, 3 & 5.5 miles
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The object of sudoku is to
insert the missing 

numbers in the boxes to
satisfy just one 

condition: each row, 
column and 3x3 box must

contain the digits 1
through to 9 exactly once.

This can be done by 
applying logic – you do

not have to guess.

Sudoku

Puzzle solutions on page 27

7

2

2

7

7

2

7 2

Crossword



July/August 2021 swdirectories.com 25

Opening hours for appointments:

Tuesday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm

Thursday 10.00am - 1.00pm

Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm

ASHLEY WILDE 
JUNIPER COLLECTION

Cwmbran Curtains and Blinds are a family
business run by Lyn and Michael, with over 50
years of combined knowledge and experience
in this business, we can help you make your
home look amazing.

When you have an idea of what you want we have the
passion for fabrics and interiors and we can help you
and guide you through the immense range of fabrics to
achieve the right look for your home.

Fabrics are sourced from the UK's leading suppliers and
your bespoke curtains and blinds can be made to your
choice specifications to complete the look.

We offer a full measure, making and fitting service all
done professionally by ourselves.

There is a measuring guide on our website to help you
to supply the correct measurements for your project, or
alternatively book an appointment for a consultation in
our showroom.

We have a vast experience in curtains and fabric blinds
all made in house by us.

Located at 171 Larch Grove Malpas Newport our
showroom has displays of carefully selected fabrics and
styles. We are always here on hand if you need help
with no pressure.

We look forward to offering you a warm welcome to our showroom for your V.I.P experience 

with a no obligation consultation by appointment.

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO - SO WILL YOU!

171 LARCH GROVE 

MALPAS NEWPORT NP20 6LA

MOBILE :07887 677110

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk 

Covid-19

During these difficult times we are having to run our business in a different way.

We have re-organised our showroom to allow for social distancing and we are operating by appointment only for the

foreseeable future. We have hand sanitizer and various PPE for you to use on arrival for your appointment to keep us

and our customers safe and well. Please call or use our contact form on our website to arrange an appointment.

Many thanks for understanding.



Once again we have our
chairman Linda Dixon to
thank for this article, as she
trawls back through her
memories from over forty
years of dancing with GG.

Gwerinwyr Gwent has a strong
affiliation with the Eisteddfod
and I will focus on our
experiences of competition.

Since our beginnings in 1976,
we have taken the plunge and
entered the main folk dance
competition on several
occasions. The decision to
enter such a competition is not
one to be taken lightly; it
involves a tremendous amount
of dedication and hard work by
us all – dancers, musicians and
especially our
instructor. 

Two dances
have to be performed,

the first of which is set or
determined by the
Eisteddfod and the
second often provides
an element of choice.
Practices need to be thorough
and begin early in order to
reach the required standard. As
the event gets ever closer, extra
practices are fitted in. Usually,
at least one of the dances will
already be in our repertoire, but
special attention to detail and
style is crucial, as the
competition is fierce.

Attention must be paid to
costumes; we need to look our
best as these will also come

under the scrutiny of the
adjudicators. Sometimes a
different costume is preferred
for the second dance. The two
dances will always be
contrasting in style and a
change is good to reflect this. If,
as a dancer, you are performing
in two dances, a quick costume

change behind the scenes
is called for.

So, where have we
been and what of our fortunes?
The National Eisteddfod is held
every other year in the South
and we have concentrated on
competing at sites which do not
involve long journeys –

Bridgend, Builth Wells,
Abergavenny & Newport, to
name a few.

Although prizes have eluded us,
we have always progressed
past the Prelims and performed
on stage. It is both exciting and
nerve wracking to be a part of it
all. As you climb the stairs at
the back of the stage and walk
on in front of a sea of faces, the
heart is pounding; by the end,
the mouth is dry and the relief
welcome. It’s all worthwhile
though and very rewarding,
knowing we have raised our
game and gained so much
experience.

We have not competed for
many years, but we support the
National Eisteddfod whenever
we can. Performing for
audiences around the site may
be less stressful, but enjoyable
nevertheless. It is also most
important to demonstrate our
Welsh dance and music
traditions.

Gwerinwyr Gwent Diary 

Gwerinwyr Gwent is always seeking new members, and
beginners or experienced dancers/musicians are very

welcome. Practice night is (will be) Thursday 8-10pm at the
Graig Community Hall Bassaleg (opposite the Ruperra PH).

For more details, visit our website
www.gwerinwyrgwent.org.uk26 swdirectories.com July/August 2021
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� Central Heating Systems � New Boiler Installations 
� Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
� Landlord’s Certificates � Plastering � Tiling

� Domestic & Commercial Services
� Bathroom Installation � Local & Reliable Service 

� Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

R.HowellsR.Howells
PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Advertise 
your business

from only

£75
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk

07725
888070

01633
892771

�

RHW Painting 
& Decorating

City & Guilds (Painting & Decorating)
ROGERSTONE BASED

Est 1992

Services Include:
Painting (Interior & Exterior) � Paper Hanging

Tiling (Kitchens & Bathrooms)

Contact Richard Weeks:
Tel: 01633 892654 � Mob: 07786 684792

(A Clean, Competitive & Quality Service)

9 8 6 4 1 3 7 2 5

4 3 2 9 7 5 6 1 8

5 7 1 6 8 2 9 4 3

6 9 3 8 2 1 5 7 4

7 2 5 3 4 6 1 8 9

8 1 4 5 9 7 2 3 6

1 5 9 2 3 4 8 6 7

2 4 8 7 6 9 3 5 1

3 6 7 1 5 8 4 9 2

Sudoku

Crossword

Puzzle 
Solutions

Local, reliable and
friendly.
�

Flexible service to
meet your 

requirements.
�

Smoke free, clean
working area. 

�
Collection and 

delivery.

Please call Sally on 
07740 096099

COMPETITIVE 
RATES 

Ironing 
Service
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Community Events

THE NATIONAL 
GARDENS SCHEME

Sunday July 25th (1.30pm-5.30pm)

Sunday August 22nd (1.30pm-5.30pm)

Directions: From Cefn Walk go over canal bridge at the 
14 Locks, stay on the lane for 1/4 mile, white stones on 

island, Croesllanfro Farm is in front of you.

ADMISSION £5.00 CHILDREN FREE
Barry & Liz Davies 07957 694230

For more information on gardens open go to:
www.ngs.org.uk

People are encouraged to book online through
the National Garden Scheme.

However, we are happy to take cash on the day.

Croesllanfro Farm, Groes Road, Rogerstone,
Newport NP10 9GP

Let the children run around and have
fun trying the Kidz Quiz. Large
sweeping borders filled with late
summer perennials, many unusual
plants and architectural features
including terracing, a folly and grotto. 
The National Gardens Scheme has 
donated over £42.5 million to 
nominated beneficiaries since it was
founded in 1927. Please come along
and support the NGS.
Unusual plants for sale.

SW Directories
Local Business & Community Magazines

SW Directories offers a low cost and
effective way to acquire more
business.
Established in 2006, the Directories
are extensively used and respected
by our readers. 

25,500 copies are delivered to homes
and local businesses six times a year.
The seven Directories cover Alltyryn,
Bassaleg & Rhiwderin, Caerleon,
Malpas, Newport (Beechwood, St
Julian’s, Celtic Horizons, Duffyrn,
Lysaght Village, Glan Llyn, Mon Bank),
Rogerstone, Risca (Crosskeys,
Pontywaun & Cwmcarn).

SW DIRECTORIES

To advertise call Leslie on 07725 888070 or
01633 892771
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk
Website: www.swdirectories.com

SW DIRECTORIES

ISSUE 86
SEPTEMBER 

2020

ROGERSTONE

DIRECTORY

NEWPORT

SW DIRECTORIES

DIRECTORY

SEPTEMBER
2020

It’s easy to be in the magazine, call us today to find
out about our special offers. 
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BEACHES
IN WALES

Mewslade Bay

It lies south of Middleton and southwest of Pitton,
from which footpaths lead to the beach.
From the beach, there are views across the bay to
Fall Bay beach and Tears Point. At high tide this
beach is completely submerged, so it is best to
check tidal tables before visiting.
The beach is used by experienced surfers, and
there are no restrictions on walking dogs. There are
no facilities here.
Mewslade Bay is well worth a visit; we manged to
fit in a day trip after the first lockdown last year. Our
walk to the beach started off in warm sunshine but
by the time we had reached the headland an earie
mist had descended.

This is a small beautiful sandy beach on the remote
Gower Peninsula near to the famous Worm’s Head. 
It is backed by high grassy cliffs and dominated by

the 70 metre high rocks of Thurba Head.
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Only £89 fo5 for
tea fully fitted

r.electric door.
Gotta get a G roarolla.

 
  

 

 
 

  

 
  

 

 
 

  

g g g
and solidly built. They’re made to
measure in our own UK factories.
The electric Garolla door rolls up
vertically taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage.
Our expert installers will fit your
new door and take away the old
one so there’s no mess. 

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely Free. 
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CALL US TODAY

GO TATTA GET A GAROLLA

www.garolla.co.uk
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FREE UNDERLAY
UPGRADE WITH
PROMO CODE 

SSW21

Summer
Sale
Now On
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Lottery
St David’s Hospice Care

per week£1
Drawn
Every

Friday

Follow us on:

Licensed and regulated by the Gambling Commission. Licence No. 004874. Website: www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk  
Promoter: St David’s Foundation Hospice Care, Blackett Avenue, Newport, NP20 6NH. Registered Charity No. 1010576.   
Responsible Person: Kris Broome.           Must be 18 or over to play. Underage gambling is an offence.
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Newport 
Bathroom Centre

Newport Bathroom Centre
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

Newport Bathroom Centre
has been installing luxury
and less able wet rooms in
South Wales for many
years.

Our dedicated team are able to
fully project manage your wet
room solution.

CALL NOW
FOR SOME

EXPERT 
ADVICE
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Leak free level access
Wet Rooms

Newport Bathroom Centre 
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

• Easy level access
• No leak tanking system
• Underfloor heating (optional)
• Large selection of tiles
• 16 years of Wet Room 

experience
• Full design service 

computer aided
• Power showers
• Fully project managed
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Located at the gateway to the
South Wales Valleys, partly
within the Brecon Beacons
National Park, the Blaenavon
Industrial Landscape is a
testament to the human
endeavour of miners and
ironworkers of the past. The
attractions, events, activities
and landscape make a perfect
destination for a day out. 

The land on which the
ironworks sits was at one time
the property of Lord
Abergavenny and was leased in
1787 by three Midlands
businessmen. Work
constructing the ironworks
began immediately and
included several ‘luxury’
cottages. Blaenavon Ironworks
was the first to be designed as
a multi-furnace site from the
outset, with three
furnaces, calcining kilns,
cottages, and a company shop.

In 1880 the Blaenavon
Company opened Big Pit and
moved away from iron
production, then in 1904 the
ironworks finally ceased
production.

Around the 1960s, industrial
archaeology began to emerge
as a discipline and the site was
spared the fate of so many
other 18th–19th century
industrial works. In 1974 the
conservation of the ironworks
began. Shortly after statutory
protection was provided for
various sites in Blaenavon
including the ironworks.

In 2000 Blaenavon was
awarded World Heritage
Site status for the industrial
landscape including the

ironworks and are now under
the care of Cadw.

Stack Square is a small group
of cottages in Blaenavon. It was
featured in the 2007
BBC television reality TV
series Coal House. The miners'
cottages have been furnished to
represent life in different eras,
from the 1870s to the 1970s
and form part of the ironworks
site and are open to the public.

Blaenavon Ironworks
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HIGH CROSS
HOME MAINTENANCE

l Boiler Servicing l Bathrooms
l Installs & Breakdowns l En Suites
l Landlords Gas  safety certificates
l Emergency Call Outs 24/7

Contact Naz Amin

07521 958009
highcrosshomemaintenance@hotmail.com

H

H
C

M

632885
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