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Advertising enquiries: Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771 or 

email contact@swdirectories.co.uk

Welcome!
Hope you all had a wonderful summer and are
looking forward to autumn and the usual seasonal
activities ahead. 
We are a small independent business and make a
huge effort to produce and deliver this magazine. Our
aim is to provide an informative and interesting
magazine that positively contributes to both
community life and local businesses. We rely totally
on the revenue from the advertising to keep the
magazine in production and need local businesses to
support us as much as they possible can. 
We deliver to over 25000 homes all over Newport;
this is an ideal way for you to reach prospective

customers and support the local community at the
same time. Don’t forget that if you rely totally on
social media to promote your business you are
missing out on so many potential customers who
prefer not to use social media. Advertising in the
Directories has proved successful for so many of our
advertisers, some have been with us since the very
first magazine in May 2006.  
A huge thank you to all our 
advertisers - we are grateful for 
all your support.  

Editor: Susan Woolford   |   Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 

COPY DEADLINE 
FOR THE 

NOV/DEC EDITION
FRIDAY

1st OCTOBER

Driveway, Landscaping and 
Building Specialist

All Aspects of Work Undertaken

Landscaping & Driveways Ltd

Tel: 01633 449836
Mob:  07384 502176 
Email: rogerstone.ld21@gmail.com 

www.rldltd.co.uk

Don’t Delay CALL today for a 
Free quotation
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP
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Extract taken from Norman
Stevens’s books of Caerleon. 
They can be purchased from

Caerleon Post Office

Caerleon 
Then & Now

Looking up Station Road towards Ponthir in the early 1910s. To the left are Gibbens the
Wheelwright’s and a corner supply stores. Behind a patient horse with its trap, is the sloping

roadway which led to the railway station. The large house quite prominent in the background
was once the home of Mr William Buck, owner of the Pentwryn Coalmine at Pontypool.

Below is the same photo taken in July 2020.
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VIDEO TAPE
TRANSFERS

TO DVD 
OR USB 

I am local (NP20) so no posting necessary.

Email: jtvideoconversions@gmail.com

Phone: 07488 454164

Convert and transfer all
your 8mm Films, VHS,

VHSc, Betamax, Video 8
and DVI to DVD or USB.

Prices start from £13I CAN 
COLLECT OR

YOU CAN
DROP OFF
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and solidly built. They’re made to
measure in our own UK factories.
The electric Garolla door rolls up
vertically taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage.
Our expert installers will fit your
new door and take away the old
one so there’s no mess. 

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely Free. 
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WHAT IS THE PENSION ANNUAL ALLOWANCE?
All UK taxpayers are entitled to claim tax relief on
contributions they make to their pension. Tax relief is
on pension contributions of up to 100% of relevant
UK earnings. But there is a cap on how much you
can contribute while claiming tax relief, which is
called your annual allowance. The current pension
annual allowance in the tax year 2021/22 is £40,000,
but in some cases, yours could be lower. If your
taxable income is less than £40,000, your personal
tax relievable contributions are limited to 100% of
earnings. If your total taxable income (adjusted
income) exceeds £240,000, your annual allowance
may be tapered.

WHAT IS THE TAPERED ANNUAL ALLOWANCE?
The tapering rules are complex but, put simply, for
every £2 of adjusted income you receive above
£240,000, your annual allowance reduces by £1.
The minimum annual allowance is £4,000, for those
with an income above £312,000.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DON’T USE ALL OF
YOUR PENSION ANNUAL ALLOWANCE?
If you don’t use all your pension annual allowance,
you could be missing out on tax relief that you are
able to claim. Of course, you may not be able to
afford to contribute the maximum in every tax year.
So, it’s helpful to know that you can carry forward
unused annual allowance to use in the future.

WHAT IS PENSION CARRY FORWARD?
Pension carry forward allows you to use unused
annual allowance from up to three previous years as
long as you had a pension plan in those years. So,
for example, if you’re a UK taxpayer with a salary of
£100,000, and you have only used £20,000 of your
pension annual allowance in each of the last three
tax years, you have £20,000 of unused annual
allowance from each year, totalling £60,000. This
year, the maximum you could potentially contribute
towards your pension is £100,000 – £40,000 from
this year’s annual allowance, plus the £60,000 from
your previously unused annual allowance.

WHEN IS CARRY FORWARD USEFUL?
Usually, when you’re self-employed and your
income changes drastically from year to year;
you’ve received a windfall in this tax year that you’d
like to pay into your pension; you have your own
limited company and have additional profits to
utilise or; you’ve become a high earner with a
tapered annual allowance.

HOW DO YOU CLAIM PENSION CARRY
FORWARD?
When planning to make large pension contributions,
spreading them across tax years can mean higher
rate relief is available on the full contribution. You
can utilise pension carry forward by making
additional contributions to your pension and you
don’t need to notify HM Revenue & Customs to do
this. However, if you accidentally exceed the annual
allowance (including any carry forward), you could
be penalised. So, it’s important to check your past
pension statements to see how much unused
pension annual allowance you have and keep
records to prove that you’re eligible to carry forward.
This is a complex calculation, so to be sure you’re
following the rules exactly, it’s sensible to obtain
professional financial advice.

HOW DO YOU CLAIM PENSION CARRY
FORWARD?
Saving into a pension is one of the most tax-efficient
ways to save for your retirement. Not only do
pensions enable you to grow your retirement
savings largely free of tax, but they also provide tax
relief on the contributions you make. 

To discuss your retirement plans or any financial
concerns you may have, contact us today on
01633 840000 or visit www.kymin.co.uk

PENSION 
BOOST  
Are you claiming all 
the generous tax relief
you’re entitled to?
Making the most of pension saving
involves maximising tax relief and
allowances which could substantially
boost your retirement savings.

Find us on:
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w: www.kymin.co.uk e: info@kymin.co.uk      @kymin

Kymin House, 35 Bridge Street, Newport, South Wales. NP20 4BH  
Kymin Financial Services Ltd is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 

Firm Ref No. 189815

For the last 28 years, we have been providing our 
clients with Independent Financial Planning and 
Wealth Management Solutions, helping them to 
achieve their goals.

Contact us today on 
01633 840000 to arrange 
your Free Financial Review
and discover how our 
Award Winning Kymin Wealth 
Programme can help you.

What can Kymin 
offer you?
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Tel: 01633 262628 Email: sales@kingston-newell.com www.kingston-newell.com

As the nights grow longer and the days colder, many home owners think that they should delay 
getting their house on the market until next spring. Other owners with properties not yet sold 
withdraw their house from the market. But are they right? Are they perhaps missing out on the 
opportunity for their property to shine (and sell) at a time when there is less competition?

Don’t Let the End of Summer Put You off 
Selling your House

We Have Moved!

To justify the decision for delaying putting our 
house on the market, we tell ourselves that 
we do not want to be disturbed right now, 
purchasers might be put off looking in bad 
weather and Christmas is coming so their focus 
turns to buying presents not houses!

But let’s take a look at a few reasons why 
sellers should get their house on the market 
now:
1. Less competition: your house is more visible 
to buyers now – beat your competition to the 
market!

2. Motivated buyers: buyers looking for 
property at this time of year are usually 

house by January? If so, they will have a sense 
of urgency.

3. Bad weather: really? Well, yes. If somebody 
likes your house in bad weather, they know that 
they will absolutely love it in good weather, so 
decisions can be made more swiftly.

4. Strengthen your buying position: sell now 
and you will be a much stronger position 
negotiating the purchase of another house.

5. A jolly mess: this is the only time of year that 
you can get away with a little jolly mess when 
selling your house. Buying a home is emotional. 

of mince pies and festive cheer conjure up 
happy memories. This can help you to sell.

Caerleon remains very popular
We have buyers waiting for properties in this 
popular Newport suburb. Do you own a house 
here? Are you thinking about selling? Our fees 
are very competitive, our service and success 
rate are second to none. Please get in touch to 
arrange a FREE market appraisal.
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Proud to be
Endorsed

l  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
l  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
l  Upholstery and Leather Suites
l  Carpets & Rugs
l  Competitive Prices
l  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
l  Free Surveys/Estimates
l  Full Liability Insurance
l  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery

Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490

Covid-19 Update - Crawfords Working Practice
Due to the major impact the coronavirus has had on everyone, Crawfords working practice has

changed to comply with our customers’ needs and our safety in these difficult times.
When Crawfords arrive at your home or property to clean your soft furnishings or carpets we will be:

Wearing disposable overalls, gloves, overshoes and a face mask
Keeping a two-metre social distance

As a company we take our responsibility to our customers as paramount when working at their
home or property and will endeavour to keep them safe whilst we are working.

On completion of the clean an application of Formula 429 plus (a water based anti-microbial with
multi surface broad spectrum kill factor 6) will be applied to your fabrics and carpets, this will ensure

that they are contamination free.
I would like to say to all my customers - please stay safe.

James Crawford
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Top Tips for Solo Walkers 
on Twmbarlwm
Top Tips for Solo Walkers 
on Twmbarlwm

On the CTS Facebook page recently a lady asked the question  
“…how do you feel about walking alone around Twmbarlwm?, 

Is it safe? Have you any tips or experiences to share with us?” 
– In the light of recent news stories I thought this was a very 
serious query and asked one of our members and experienced 
walker Maggie Thomas for her thoughts on the subject…

Walking to Twmbarlwm, whether it be straight up from Cwmcarn 
Visitors’ Centre or one of the more leisurely, meandering routes, is a 

seen on the Tump, where they enjoy views for miles 
in all directions.  How sad it was to read that a local 
woman is too anxious to walk up there alone.

Walking with other people might allay any feelings 
of anxiety and there are local walking groups; Islwyn 
Ramblers and U3A. These groups rely on 
volunteer walk leaders and the leaders 
decide where they want to walk, so there 
is no guarantee that there will be regular 
local walks. Ramblers has an on-line list 
of walks for every group and anyone can 
check up to see whether there are any walks 
in this area. Walkers can join in up to three walks 
before being expected to become a member of  

https://u3asites.org.uk/walesu3a/page/13455 
Anxiety about walking alone can arise from a 

number of reasons

It is likely to be safer on the hills than in the 
local streets and parks. If a person is intent on 
aggressive behaviour or they’re belligerent because 
they’re drunk, then they aren’t likely to hike up to 
Twmbarlwm to attack someone.

Not knowing the way can be quite exciting.  
What better way of exploring your local area than 
just setting out and having an adventure. Start 

general direction of Twmbarlwm. You really cannot 
get lost walking on the hills in this area.  You might 

not know exactly where you are all the time, 
but if you get tired, just look for a downhill 

path. If you end up in the wrong valley, 
catch a bus and you’ll always be able to 
get home.
Always carry a phone just in case of 

serious injury. If you have the App “What three 
words” you will be able to provide the emergency 
services with your precise location. I hasten to add 
that there are very few serious accidents sustained 
by walkers around Twmbarlwm. There are a number 
of routes, some much steeper than others but all 
are safe for walkers.

There’s good news - NRW is consulting with 
Islwyn Ramblers and The Open Spaces Society 
about walking routes in the Nant Carn Valley and 
on Medart. In the not too distant future there 
should be more waymarked routes for walkers and 
measures installed to ensure that public footpaths 
are dedicated tracks for walkers.

Hopefully, the woman who feels too anxious to 
walk alone will overcome her feelings of anxiety and 
set out to conquer Twmbarlwm …and if she doesn’t 
quite make it to the top? I can guarantee that the 
feeling of euphoria of walking in our wonderful 

to dispel her anxiety.
Maggie Thomas

Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit 
for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last Sunday 

of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all 

around up there. We organise walks and other events up 
the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year 

so watch our website and Facebook page for details. 
www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

7 Top Tips For 
Solo Walking
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

� Resin Bound Driveways � Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving

� Decking � Fencing � Driveways � Patios � Block paving � Tree work

� Hedge cutting � Grass cutting � Invasive weed control 

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register
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Opening hours for appointments:

Tuesday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Wednesday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Thursday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm

Saturday 10.00am - 2.00pm

ASHLEY WILDE 
JUNIPER COLLECTION

Cwmbran Curtains and Blinds are a family
business run by Lyn and Michael, with over 50
years of combined knowledge and experience
in this business, we can help you make your
home look amazing.

When you have an idea of what you want we have the
passion for fabrics and interiors and we can help you
and guide you through the immense range of fabrics to
achieve the right look for your home.

Fabrics are sourced from the UK's leading suppliers and
your bespoke curtains and blinds can be made to your
choice specifications to complete the look.

We offer a full measure, making and fitting service all
done professionally by ourselves.

There is a measuring guide on our website to help you
to supply the correct measurements for your project, or
alternatively book an appointment for a consultation in
our showroom.

We have a vast experience in curtains and fabric blinds
all made in house by us.

Located at 171 Larch Grove Malpas Newport our
showroom has displays of carefully selected fabrics and
styles. We are always here on hand if you need help
with no pressure.

We look forward to offering you a warm welcome to our showroom for your V.I.P experience 

with a no obligation consultation by appointment.

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO - SO WILL YOU!

171 LARCH GROVE 

MALPAS NEWPORT NP20 6LA

MOBILE :07887 677110

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk 

Covid-19

During these difficult times we are having to run our business in a different way.

We have re-organised our showroom to allow for social distancing and we are operating by appointment only for the

foreseeable future. We have hand sanitizer and various PPE for you to use on arrival for your appointment to keep us

and our customers safe and well. Please call or use our contact form on our website to arrange an appointment.

Many thanks for understanding.



Early on Friday 28th May we had
a call reporting the cob (with a
family) which had a large fishing
hook snagged in the web on his
right foot. To access the towpath,
it is necessary to cross the swing
bridge and given the information
we had received, turn right and
head south. We walked for best
part of a mile encountering only a
‘cygnet-less’ pair of swans before
deciding our ‘target’ must have
moved north of the bridge. Once
we turned round, we found our
swan in amongst the moored
boats with his family in close
attendance. The grassy bank was
steep, even precipitous, followed
by a shear drop into the water. As
a result, the rescue itself was a bit
brutal necessitating as it did the
use of a swan hook, having first
enticed him close enough with
the promise of food, a technique
which usually works. Having
landed him safely and made sure
he couldn’t escape until we had
retrieved the offending hook,
completing the task was relatively
simple. Our first picture shows
what we removed; goodness
knows what the purpose is of the
screw attached to the hook…
Having checked him over for any
other bits of hook or line we let

him go…as is normal, he left very
rapidly and created as much
distance between himself and us
as quickly as possible, except
that he was faced almost
immediately with his next
problem.

What we were unaware of at the
time was that there was another
family a relatively short distance
further up the canal, the male
(cob) of which chose this moment
to impose himself on what he
took to be his territory. We have
witnessed this performance only
once before, in June 2015, on the
River Monnow at Monmouth, on
which occasion we were able to
take photographs.

On this current occasion the fact
something was happening was
evident from the sound of a

rapidly approaching swan flying
just above the surface of the
water, wings clapping the surface
with that so characteristic sound
and then landing with a
monumental bow wave just an
arm’s length away from the
individual viewed as an intruder.
At this point both swans are in
what we call ‘full battleship’
mode, that is, their wings are high
and arched over their respective
backs, and their necks are in a flat
shallow ‘S’ shape between the
wings. The stand-off is now fully
set, and it is fascinating to watch.
They circle slowly around one
another, sometimes so close
together it looks as if it would not
be possible to insert a feeler
gauge between them. We
understand this can go on for a
while, and sometimes they do
come to blows. However, it is not
easy not to attach human
attitudes to what is happening,
but it’s almost as if each realises
the other has parental
responsibilities, and so long as
one does not actually encroach
on the other’s territory, there’s not
much point in fighting. Nice
thought, but… we left them to it,
and sought some refreshment;
another interesting day.

SWAN RESCUE

Text: Peter. Photos: Wendy and Ellen. For swan and all other wildlife problems please contact 
Peter & Ellen on 01633 895241 or 07802 472788

It’s Strange How One Thing
Leads to Another!

There is a growing number of places of which it could be said we have become
‘season ticket holders’ on account of the number of times it has been necessary

to go there to deal with a swan in distress. One such place is 
Frampton-on-Severn, on the Gloucester-Sharpness canal.

Hook from 
foot of cob  

Frampton  
May 2021

Stand-off 
between two

males on River
Monnow
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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Sailing on a voyage from
America to Britain, his ship
had the misfortune to

encounter a French Privateer, who
chased him, overhauled him,
threatened to board him and
capture his ship. Captain Hall tried
to outsail the privateer but failed
and eventually retired below deck
to his cabin unable to offer violent
resistance and he prepared to
surrender. His cabin boy followed
him below and attempted to
persuade Hall to make a further
attempt to avoid capture.
Failing in this, the cabin boy,
Charles Wager, returned to the
main deck and did his best to urge
the ship’s crew to resist capture. He
stated that he would lead them as
he had prepared a plan for taking
back control of their ship once
captured. The crew, willingly,
agreed to follow him in this
attempt.
The French Privateer, drew
alongside, grappled and boarded
the British vessel with the British
crew offering no attempt at
resistance. The triumphant French
boarded in force to overpower and
take possession of the British ship,
leaving very few men back on their
own ship. Charles Wager, now
seized his chance and giving the
prearranged signal to his men
rushed forward and leapt aboard

the enemy French ship, seizing the
arms left lying on the French deck
and used them to overpower the
few Frenchmen remaining on
board. They then took over the
loaded cannons and then
threatened the French who had
boarded the unarmed British vessel.
Wager took over the steering helm
of the French Privateer and steered
her clear of boarding distance from
the British ship. He hailed to the
Frenchmen on board the British
ship, commanding them to now
follow his captured French vessel
else he would use their own
cannons to blow them and the
unarmed British ship to
smithereens.

The French crew now, most
reluctantly, followed his
instructions and he triumphantly
escorted the captured French
Privateer into a British port, now
followed by the very ship that had
originally been her intended prize.
Wager was highly praised and very
much admired for the clever way in
which he had managed to engineer
the capture of a French Privateer
and crew. The British Admiralty
now enlisted him into the Royal
Navy as a Midshipman. His natural
ability allowed him to rise rapidly
through the Navy ranks to Admiral
and he even eventually became the
First Lord of the British Admiralty
before finally retiring.

Bygones 18 by Steve Barber

cabin boy to 
admiral

Charles Wager, born in 1666, commenced his naval career as a merchant navy cabin boy in
a ship commanded by a Captain John Hall, who was a fervent Quaker. As a convinced

member of the Quaker religion, Hall refused to arm his ship with any defensive weapons
that could cause hurt to any human being.

Admiral Wager
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HSL
Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior Home Improvement

Local Reliable Service   Free Quotes

Julian: 07429 854 505
Michelle: 07443 460 323

� Central Heating Systems � New Boiler Installations 
� Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
� Landlord’s Certificates � Plastering � Tiling

� Domestic & Commercial Services
� Bathroom Installation � Local & Reliable Service 

� Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

R.HowellsR.Howells
PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Valley Carpets
FLOORING SPECIALISTS

For more details call us
01633 215648

� Laminate � Vinyl Click � Real Wood 
� Artificial Grass � Tiles

J.YOUNG
PLASTERING
Plastering & Painting Services

� No Job Too Small � Competitive Rates 
� Call for a Free Quote �  Clean, Friendly & Reliable

Over 10 Years Experience

01633 891456 / 07515 277547
J Young Plastering Services

SW Directories
Local Business & Community Magazines

SW Directories offers a low cost and
effective way to acquire more
business.
Established in 2006, the Directories
are extensively used and respected
by our readers. 

25,500 copies are delivered to homes
and local businesses six times a year.
The seven Directories cover Alltyryn,
Bassaleg & Rhiwderin, Caerleon,
Malpas, Newport (Beechwood, St
Julian’s, Celtic Horizons, Duffyrn,
Lysaght Village, Glan Llyn, Mon Bank),
Rogerstone, Risca (Crosskeys,
Pontywaun & Cwmcarn).

SW DIRECTORIES

To advertise call Leslie on 07725 888070 or
01633 892771
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk
Website: www.swdirectories.com

SW DIRECTORIES

ISSUE 86
SEPTEMBER 

2020

ROGERSTONE

DIRECTORY

NEWPORT

SW DIRECTORIES

DIRECTORY

SEPTEMBER
2020

It’s easy to be in the magazine, call us today to find
out about our special offers. 

07725
888070
01633
892771

�Advertise 
your business

from only

£50
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk
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GeorgeSt. GeorgeSt.

NEW HOT TUB 
DEPARTMENT

Furniture  � Carpets  � Beds  � Outdoor Living  � Bathrooms  � Kitchens  � Hot tubs  � Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT

SALE NOW ON
From 

£4995*
*Offer for stock items only
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STORE NOW OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 9.30 - 5.00PM

STOCK
AVAILABLE

NOW

GeorgeSt. GeorgeSt.
NOW
OPEN

Furniture  l Carpets  l Beds  l Outdoor Living  l Bathrooms  l Kitchens  l Hot tubs  l Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT



Bluebird Care
Providing Support When You Need It

Connect with us on Facebook  Bluebird Care Newport & South Monmouthshire 
Follow us on Twitter  @BluebirdNewport

We provide high quality care and support services throughout 
Newport & South Monmouthshire, enabling our customers to retain 
their independence whilst living in the comfort of their own homes.

Why choose Bluebird Care

for yourself or a member of your family; or perhaps you are 
looking for some extra support to complement the care 



September/October 2021 swdirectories.com 23

Newport

For more information, visit our website www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/newport
Contact us by phone: 01633 267708 or by email: newport@bluebirdcare.co.uk

 
Bluebird Care can help you and your family.

Our Services
You might be looking for short-term help 

Some of the tasks that our Home Care 
Assistants frequently undertake include:
• showering  

•  

• 
• Assisting with managing the home,  

• 
• 

 

We also provide 24 hour Care

the clock, we will put together a small 

alternative to Residential Care



Despite the undoubted
improvements arising from
Friars Walk, it is still
disappointing that the Chartist
mural, once located near John
Frost Square, was destroyed
during the redevelopment.
Whenever I pass the scaled-
down replica installed in
Rogerstone, I always feel a
tinge of sadness for the lost
original and for the sacrifices
made by ordinary workers in
their attempt to reform the
Victorian electoral system.
Most people agree the 1839
uprising, which led to the
massacre of Chartists outside
the Westgate Hotel, was
organised by three men: John
Frost, a 55 year old draper and
former Newport mayor,
Zephaniah Williams, a 44 year
old coal merchant, and William
Jones, a 30 year old
watchmaker. Generous rewards
were offered in a bid to capture
the fugitives and the men were
eventually apprehended. At their
trial in Monmouth, they were
found guilty of treason and
ordered to be hung, drawn, and
quartered. It was the last time
such a barbaric punishment was
passed down in the UK,
although the Prime Minister was
soon persuaded to commute
the sentence to transportation
to Van Diemen’s Land
(Tasmania) for life.

Bound for Hobart, Frost,
Williams, and Jones set sail
from Portsmouth in February
1840 on the convict ship,
Mandarin. Aboard the 425-
tonne, three-masted vessel
were 212 prisoners guilty of
offences ranging from
manslaughter to handkerchief
theft. The trio were kept
separate from the other men
and were placed in a 12ft x 8ft

cabin having three
berths, a bathing
machine, and other
conveniences.
Williams and Jones
were in high spirits
but Frost felt
demoralised and
said he would
rather have been hanged.
Unlike some of their fellow
captives, they remained in
comparatively good health: the
predominant medical complaint
on the Mandarin was scurvy
caused by a deficiency in
Vitamin C - ironic given the
name of the vessel!

After passing the Cape of Good
Hope, the Times reported that
prisoners had planned to take
over the ship. Frost himself is
alleged to have been passed a
note requesting his participation
in the mutiny, with the promise
of the men’s allegiance should
he agree. Frost reasoned that if
he joined the enterprise and it
failed, he would likely be killed.
Even if the conspiracy was
successful, he thought the
convicts would probably throw
him overboard as soon as there
was any disagreement. He even

suspected the plot might be an
attempt to entrap him with a
view to having him executed. He
wanted no part of it and the
possible mutiny came to
nothing, although one offender
and one guard are said to have
been flogged for their scheming.

The voyage of the Mandarin
took four months to complete
and the ship finally arrived at its
destination in June 1840,
whereupon the Chartists began

their penal servitude. The
three were treated
as political
prisoners and so
were afforded
privileges
associated with
that status. They
were permitted to
keep their own
clothes and rather
than being put to
manual labour, they
were assigned other
roles. Frost became a

clerk in the Commandant’s
office and later a teacher, whilst
Williams was a coalmine
superintendent and Jones, a
supervising blacksmith at a
boys’ penitentiary.

In 1854, the men received
pardons, albeit conditional ones
that prohibited travel to Britain.
Jones and Williams chose to
remain in Australasia, where the
latter grew prosperous, but
Frost left for America. Two years
later, full pardons were granted
and the 72-year-old Frost
returned to Newport and
received a hero’s welcome. He
settled north of Bristol, where he
outlived both his co-
conspirators and the Mandarin
herself, which was wrecked in
1846 off the coast of Florida. He
died in 1877 at the grand old
age of 93.

Zephaniah Williams

A Taste of Mandarin
by Paul Minton

John Frost
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This Month’s

22 Risca Road, Newport, South Wales NP20 4JW
www.kingston-newell.com

All properties available at the time of going to print.

Hot Properties

Morgan Street, Tredegar
Recently renovated four bedroom 
terraced property, located in the heart 
of Tredegar town centre.

St. Mellons, Cardiff
Spacious three bedroom, mid terraced 
town house located in a sought after 
area with access to local amenities.

Ridgeway Court, Newport
Well presented two bedroom, detached 
bungalow with excellent transport links 
to Cardiff and Bristol.

Llanmartin, Newport
Beautifully presented three bedroom 
semi detached property, located in a 
sought after semi-rural location.

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents 
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride 
ourselves on the level of service we offer to our clients. 

• No sale - no fee
• Residential sales and lettings
• Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
• Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal
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The object of sudoku is to
insert the missing 

numbers in the boxes to
satisfy just one 

condition: each row, 
column and 3x3 box must

contain the digits 1
through to 9 exactly once.

This can be done by 
applying logic – you do

not have to guess.

Sudoku

Puzzle solutions on page 28

Crossword
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You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and install
SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELLING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Picture shows Dupont Corian© White Onyx worktops we recently 
made and installed for Mr & Mrs Gibbs of Glascoed

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm

ORDER YOUR NEW WORKTOPS NOW
TO BE READY BY CHRISTMAS



Community Events

Newport U3A is slowly
emerging from Covid
restrictions and finding new
ways to continue their
sessions. The Choir, Ukulele,
Craft and Social Groups are
meeting weekly at Belle Vue
Park whilst Languages are
still using Zoom.
The Skittles Group is still unable
to socialise indoors at the St
Julian Inn, so members have
taken advantage of the fine
weather and met to play Boules
in the pub's attractive riverside
garden. Les Grenouilles (Frogs)
were slow to get going, but they
soon leapt ahead and beat
L'Escargots (Snails) 10 - 5. We
are hoping the good weather
will continue for our twice
monthly meetings until we can

resume Skittles once again.
The U3A is one of the largest
charitable organisations in the
UK and its aims are to advance
the lives of those who have
retired.  If you would like a more

active retirement, visit
u3asites.org.uk/newportsewales
for information about our 43
educational, creative and social
groups.

Newport U3A Bouled Over

Publicity Officer - Angela Robins 07980 970967
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Sudoku

Crossword

Puzzle 
Solutions
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Now is the perfect time to build your business to reach its full potential 
Let us help you to find new customers

Don’t just rely on Facebook

Many of our Directory readers do not regularly use social media or have access to websites. 
If you are solely relying on Facebook or Google to promote your business you could be

missing out on many potential customers and sales.

AN OPPORTUNITY 
NOT TO BE MISSED

Advertise in this Directory

For more details, please call Leslie or Susan 
07725 888070 or 01633 892771

Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk   |   Website: www.swdirectories.com

TAKE ACTION NOW 
Call us to find out about our rates and offers, our main aim is to help small businesses 

grow and prosper.
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Newport 
Bathroom Centre

Newport Bathroom Centre
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

Newport Bathroom Centre
has been installing luxury
and less able wet rooms in
South Wales for many
years.

Our dedicated team are able to
fully project manage your wet
room solution.

CALL NOW
FOR SOME

EXPERT 
ADVICE
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Leak free level access
Wet Rooms

Newport Bathroom Centre 
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

• Easy level access
• No leak tanking system
• Underfloor heating (optional)
• Large selection of tiles
• 16 years of Wet Room 

experience
• Full design service 

computer aided
• Power showers
• Fully project managed
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