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Welcome!
Hope you all had a wonderful summer and are
looking forward to autumn and the usual seasonal
activities ahead. 
We are a small independent business and make a
huge effort to produce and deliver this magazine. Our
aim is to provide an informative and interesting
magazine that positively contributes to both
community life and local businesses. We rely totally
on the revenue from the advertising to keep the
magazine in production and need local businesses to
support us as much as they possible can. 
We deliver to over 25000 homes all over Newport;
this is an ideal way for you to reach prospective

customers and support the local community at the
same time. Don’t forget that if you rely totally on
social media to promote your business you are
missing out on so many potential customers who
prefer not to use social media. Advertising in the
Directories has proved successful for so many of our
advertisers, some have been with us since the very
first magazine in May 2006.  
A huge thank you to all our 
advertisers - we are grateful for 
all your support.  

Editor: Susan Woolford   |   Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions. 

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication. 

SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor. 
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Unit D1- D3 Pontymister Industrial
Estate, Risca NP11 6NP 

Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk    

www.dawntoduskautos.co.uk

DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company 

�
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�
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�
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�

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including

new vehicles under warranty

Car & Commercial repair work carried out

Diesel specialist

Clutch specialist 

Brake specialist

MOT 

Exhausts

Air conditioning

ELECTRICAL
Alternators

Starter Motors

Batteries

FREE LOCAL 
COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY 

DIAGNOSIS
Engine Management

ABS

Air bag

Central Locking

�



Top Tips for Solo Walkers 
on Twmbarlwm
Top Tips for Solo Walkers 
on Twmbarlwm

On the CTS Facebook page recently a lady asked the question  
“…how do you feel about walking alone around Twmbarlwm?, 

Is it safe? Have you any tips or experiences to share with us?” 
– In the light of recent news stories I thought this was a very 
serious query and asked one of our members and experienced 
walker Maggie Thomas for her thoughts on the subject…

Walking to Twmbarlwm, whether it be straight up from Cwmcarn 
Visitors’ Centre or one of the more leisurely, meandering routes, is a 

seen on the Tump, where they enjoy views for miles 
in all directions.  How sad it was to read that a local 
woman is too anxious to walk up there alone.

Walking with other people might allay any feelings 
of anxiety and there are local walking groups; Islwyn 
Ramblers and U3A. These groups rely on 
volunteer walk leaders and the leaders 
decide where they want to walk, so there 
is no guarantee that there will be regular 
local walks. Ramblers has an on-line list 
of walks for every group and anyone can 
check up to see whether there are any walks 
in this area. Walkers can join in up to three walks 
before being expected to become a member of  

https://u3asites.org.uk/walesu3a/page/13455 
Anxiety about walking alone can arise from a 

number of reasons

It is likely to be safer on the hills than in the 
local streets and parks. If a person is intent on 
aggressive behaviour or they’re belligerent because 
they’re drunk, then they aren’t likely to hike up to 
Twmbarlwm to attack someone.

Not knowing the way can be quite exciting.  
What better way of exploring your local area than 
just setting out and having an adventure. Start 

general direction of Twmbarlwm. You really cannot 
get lost walking on the hills in this area.  You might 

not know exactly where you are all the time, 
but if you get tired, just look for a downhill 

path. If you end up in the wrong valley, 
catch a bus and you’ll always be able to 
get home.
Always carry a phone just in case of 

serious injury. If you have the App “What three 
words” you will be able to provide the emergency 
services with your precise location. I hasten to add 
that there are very few serious accidents sustained 
by walkers around Twmbarlwm. There are a number 
of routes, some much steeper than others but all 
are safe for walkers.

There’s good news - NRW is consulting with 
Islwyn Ramblers and The Open Spaces Society 
about walking routes in the Nant Carn Valley and 
on Medart. In the not too distant future there 
should be more waymarked routes for walkers and 
measures installed to ensure that public footpaths 
are dedicated tracks for walkers.

Hopefully, the woman who feels too anxious to 
walk alone will overcome her feelings of anxiety and 
set out to conquer Twmbarlwm …and if she doesn’t 
quite make it to the top? I can guarantee that the 
feeling of euphoria of walking in our wonderful 

to dispel her anxiety.
Maggie Thomas

Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society

CTS meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit 
for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last Sunday 

of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all 

around up there. We organise walks and other events up 
the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC throughout the year 

so watch our website and Facebook page for details. 
www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

7 Top Tips For 
Solo Walking
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WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Install Digital Aerial
Get between 30 and 170 Freeview and

radio channels with a digital aerial

installed in your home. One time payment

with no monthly subscription fees. Up to

five years guarantee.

Multiroom Television Points
Freeview or Freesat television points in any

room of your home/business to receive up

to 170 television channels. Amplifier will be

installed at additional cost if the signal is

too weak to split.

Bird Spikes 
Bird Spikes can be installed onto your

aerial or satellite dish to prevent birds

landing on them and blocking your signal.

Please note: This does NOT harm or

endanger birds.

Diagnostic test
A free diagnostic test to find out why your

Freeview, Freesat or television is not

working or the reason behind your

television having poor/weak signal.

Removal of Existing Aerial and

Satellite Dish
We can take down your old, unused or

unwanted Aerial and Satellite systems

including cables.

Realign Aerial or Satellite Dish
If your signal is weak or been disrupted by

a storm, we can adjust your Aerial or
Satellite dish to provide you with the best

possible signal for your area.

Cable Runs and Extensions
If you are looking to move your television
in your house, we can replace damaged

coax cables and extend your existing
cables to fit your new layout.

Cable Runs and Extensions
LNB (Low-Noise Block Downconverter)
Replacement - If your satellite dish is in

good working order but your LNB (plastic
signal receiver on the end of satellite) is

not compatible with your satellite receiver,
we can change it to ensure your television

picture is of maximum quality.

Install Satellite Dish
Receive up to 170 television and radio
channels with a Freesat box. Option to
upgrade to a recordable Freesat box to

watch your favourite programmes anytime
you like. One time payment only and no
monthly subscription charges. Up to a

three year guarantee.

Television Installations 
Set up your new television on a stand or

mounted on your wall (up to a 65inch
television).

01495 271659 / 07523 811918
www.aerialserviceswales.co.uk

Find us on 



Gwyn had been the clerk since

the formation of Risca East

Community Council in 2012 and

he’d seen many community

councillors come and go over the

years and now it’s his time to

enjoy his well-deserved

retirement. Unfortunately, due

to Covid restrictions, we

couldn’t celebrate in style but

community councillor, Mrs

Christine Thomas organised a

collection and delivered a gift in

appreciation of Gwyn’s

dedication to the community of

Risca East. The leaving party has

been postponed until safer times

and we hope we don’t have to

wait too long.

As Covid continues to dictate our

every-day-lives, the community

council has to follow directives

from the Welsh Government or be

in breach of the law. We very

much want to meet in person but,

for the foreseeable future, this

doesn’t appear to be an option

due to the necessary technical

requirements. However, you can

still follow what’s happening in

Risca East by following us on

Facebook and, don’t forget, if

your club, society or group is in

need of financial assistance, we’d

like to be able to support you. All

you have to do is contact Nicola

(riscaeastcommunity

council@outlook.com) for an

application form and, once

completed and brought to

council,

we’ll be happy to discuss your

request.

Tentative plans are being

discussed for 2021/2022 and

these include supporting our flora

and fauna in Risca East by

sourcing British wildflower seeds

and scattering them in approved

areas. We also wish to encourage

Caerphilly County Borough

Council to undertake sympathetic

mowing of verges and green

areas to benefit insects, birds,

bats and other wildlife. We

understand the need for green

areas to be controlled to ensure

the safety of road users and

pedestrians and, if our plans are

successful, we hope our

residents appreciate the results.

The canal verges and banks in

Risca East have definitely

benefited from a reduction in

mowing this year.  The ducks

always draw a great deal of

attention but if you look a little

closer at the wildflowers and

grasses, you’ll see so much more!

Risca East Community Council

would like residents to be

included in our spring 2022 plans.

You can do this by dedicating a

patch of your garden to

wildflowers or plants which

attract bees, butterflies and other

pollinators, as well as fixing bug

houses to your garden walls. If

you have room, why not reuse an

old sink or similar to act as a

small pond to encourage frogs

and toads but, obviously, only if

it’s absolutely safe to do so.

Stay safe and well everyone and

thank you for all your support.

Now, let’s get the seed

catalogues out and start planning

for the spring!

to Risca East Community Council

NewsletterWelcome
Risca East Community Council would like to welcome our new clerk, Nicola

Roberts, who replaces Gwyn James. Congratulations Nicola and we look forward
to successful days, months and years ahead with you steering Risca East

Community Council.
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Podiatry / Chiropody Services
Clinic and Home Visits

l Nail Cutting, Corns, Verrucae, Hard Skin
l Ingrowing Toenails
l Foot Pain Solutions
l Diabetic & Arthritic Foot Care
l Gait Assessment
l Sports Podiatry/Injuries
l Nail Surgery
l Foot Massage
l Children’s Feet
l Disability Experience

John Terrell Bsc (Hons) SRCH

Tel: 01633 614465
Mob: 07508 015662
www.happier-feet.co.uk

john@happierfeet.co.uk

57 Tredegar Street, Risca, NP11 6BW

Based at Risca Chiropractic and 
Wellness Clinic

“Keeping
 You

On Your F
eet”

Handyman Services

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ

� Carpentry � General DIY � Plastering � Rendering  
� All Types of Property Maintenance Work 

� All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani

Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168

NO JOB
TOO

SMALL

FREE
no obligation
quote on all

work



Of the 33 who died, 4 are buried
in Risca Old Cemetery:
George Baker - Died in
Colchester Military Hospital on
the 22nd December 1918, age 36.

Ernest Dart - Died from the effect
of being gassed, on the 3rd
October 1919, at his home, 10
Station Road, Pontymister, aged
38. 

William Dobson - Died of
wounds in the First Eastern

Hospital, Cambridge, on the 17th
May 1916, age 21.

William Winstone - Contracted
T.B. whilst serving in France, and
being unfit for military service,
was honourably discharged on
the 11th May 1917. On the 3rd
October he was admitted to
Hospital in Newport. He died on
the 14th October 1917, age 20.

Courtney Mayberry - Wounded
at Gallipoli in August 1915, he

was on the Hospital Ship
Valdivia, when he contracted
dysentery and died on the 26th
September 1915. He was buried
at sea, aged 20.

Of the others, 16 are known to
have been buried abroad, 12 in
France, two in Belgium, one in
Turkey and one in Germany. The
rest have no final resting place.
Their names are inscribed on War
Memorials in the country where

BETHANY
The Roll of Honour for members of the Bethany Baptist Church, who served in the Forces
in the First World War, lists the names of two women and 214 men. Of this number, 33 of
the men lost their lives. Their names are inscribed on the Bethany Great War Memorial, a

marble plaque situated in the entrance hall, unveiled on the 25th November 1921.

By Bernard Osment
Revisited
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they died, nine in France and
two in Turkey.

Fortunately, only three
members of the Church died
in WW2. These are
remembered on an adjacent
wall plaque. - Harry
Hurford (Army), buried in
France, Alan Jones (Royal Navy),
buried in Danygraig Cemetery,
Risca, and Howard Tucker (Royal
Air Force), buried in Belgium.

Inside the Church is a white
marble plaque. Dedicated in
1913, it reads “In Affectionate
Remembrance of Margaret
David. The Founder of this
Church, who fell asleep in Jesus
Oct. 9th 1898, aged 83 years. And
was laid to rest at the rear of this
house of God”.

Margaret David and her mother
Hannah Ward, along with seven
others, founded the Bethany
English Baptist Church in Risca
in 1855. As they had no formal
meeting place, in 1857 they
decided to build themselves a
Chapel.

The Bethany Chapel was officially

opened
in March 1858, and as the
congregation grew, and more
space was required, in February

1867 builders were asked to
tender for the erection of a
gallery.

The congregation continued to
grow and in January 1876, after
being closed for ten months for
enlargement of the building and
the erection of a vestry, the
rebuilt Bethany Chapel re-
opened.

As the number of children
attending Bethany Sunday School
became too many for their
classroom, in early 1893 it was
decided to enlarge it. At Easter
time 1893, senior members of the
church dug the foundation for
the new building, in the area
occupied by the burial ground, at
the rear of the Chapel. After the
new Sunday school building,

capable of accommodating
over 1000 persons, was
opened in November 1893,
the Chapel building was put
into the hands of contractors
for enlargement. The Chapel
was reopened in July 1894.

The Bethany graveyard
Others have written that in 1893
the chapel was enlarged to the

rear which involved building over
the former graveyard, the

September/October 2021 swdirectories.com 9



displaced monuments being set
against the North boundary wall.
I think the following words tell us
that in 1893, an area of the
graveyard was not built over.
Today 31 headstones stand in the
space between the outside wall of
the North West corner of the
Chapel and the adjacent
boundary wall. Some are
complete and some damaged. A
photograph taken before 1893
shows there were far more than
31 headstones in the graveyard.

Unfortunately, there are no
burial records. Burials are known
to have taken place there from
1860 up until 1890, when the
Burial Act of 1890 forbid the
opening of any new graves but
allowed the opening of existing
family graves.

If all the graveyards had been
built over in 1893, then how was
Margaret David, “Laid to rest at
the rear of this house of God” in
1898? An area of the graveyard
must have been left undisturbed.
I think it is possible that all the
headstones existing today were
located there. Sometime later the
area was concreted over and the
headstones moved to their
present position. Possibly in
around 1913 when Margaret
David’s memorial plaque was
unveiled.

The inscription on one of the 31
headstones tells that Margaret
David was buried in 1898, in an
‘existing family grave’, that of her
niece Margaret Williams who
had died in 1876. It reads – In
loving memory of MARGARET
DAVID beloved wife of PHILLIP
DAVID, Pontymister, who died

October 9th 1898, aged 83 years.
Also named on the same
headstone is Margaret Williams
(nee Nurse) who died January
28th, 1876. The adjacent
headstone is from the grave of
her mother HANNAH WARD,
who died in 1865, and her sister
MARY LARRETT, who died in
1888.

One of the earliest headstones is
from the grave of Derbyshire
born John Wilton. The part
readable inscription reads - ???
died December 1860, ??? 9 years,
??? 11 ??? WILTON – John
Wilton, aged 29 years, and his
son William, aged 11 years, were
killed in the explosion at the
Black Vein Colliery in 1860.

The word ‘Explosion’ is inscribed
on three of the headstones

1. Only a few words readable - ???
who died ??? in the ??? Explosion,
aged ??? years, also of Ann,
beloved wife of above, who died
April 14th 188?, aged 61 years.
Ann is thought to be Ann Moon
whose death, aged 61 was
registered in the Newport District
in the June quarter of 1889. Her
first husband was Mark Brace
who died, aged 35, in the Black
Vein Explosion on the 1st
December 1860, and was
probably buried in the Bethany
Chapel graveyard. His widow
Ann Brace married Thomas
Moon in 1864.

2. John Milsom, who lost his life
in the Risca Colliery Explosion,
July 15th 1880, aged 20 years.

3. Daniel Moore, who lost his life
in the Explosion at the North
Risca Colliery, 15th July 1880,

aged 20 years.

Following the deaths of the 120
miners in the North Risca
Colliery Explosion in 1880, the
families of those killed were
asked as to where they wanted
their loved ones buried. Nine
chose the Bethany. Only four of
their names are known. John
Milsom and Daniel Moore,
mentioned above, Lewis Price,
from a newspaper report of his
funeral, and Henry Toze from an
inscription on a family grave in
Risca Old Cemetery.

Bethany Chapel in St Mary
Street, Cardiff
In 1864 when the Bethany Chapel
in St Mary Street, Cardiff, was
being extended, part of the
surrounding graveyard,
containing between 150 and 200
bodies, was built over. Only a
small number were exhumed and
reburied elsewhere, before the
rest were covered by 18 inches of
concrete. Following the opening
of the new Bethany Chapel in
May 1865, requests were made to
remove some bodies from the
then existing part of the
graveyard. In later years it was
built over. With the enlargement
of Howells Departmental Store in
the mid 1960s, the Chapel was
swallowed up in the extension.
The Chapel was not destroyed
but incorporated into the interior
of the store. - The frontage of the
Chapel was visible in the Men’s
Department. Unfortunately,
Howell’s closed down in 2019.
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Proud to be
Endorsed

l  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
l  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
l  Upholstery and Leather Suites
l  Carpets & Rugs
l  Competitive Prices
l  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
l  Free Surveys/Estimates
l  Full Liability Insurance
l  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery

Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490

Covid-19 Update - Crawfords Working Practice
Due to the major impact the coronavirus has had on everyone, Crawfords working practice has

changed to comply with our customers’ needs and our safety in these difficult times.
When Crawfords arrive at your home or property to clean your soft furnishings or carpets we will be:

Wearing disposable overalls, gloves, overshoes and a face mask
Keeping a two-metre social distance

As a company we take our responsibility to our customers as paramount when working at their
home or property and will endeavour to keep them safe whilst we are working.

On completion of the clean an application of Formula 429 plus (a water based anti-microbial with
multi surface broad spectrum kill factor 6) will be applied to your fabrics and carpets, this will ensure

that they are contamination free.
I would like to say to all my customers - please stay safe.

James Crawford



Tel: 01633 262628 Email: sales@kingston-newell.com www.kingston-newell.com

As the nights grow longer and the days colder, many home owners think that they should delay 
getting their house on the market until next spring. Other owners with properties not yet sold 
withdraw their house from the market. But are they right? Are they perhaps missing out on the 
opportunity for their property to shine (and sell) at a time when there is less competition?

Don’t Let the End of Summer Put You off 
Selling your House

We Have Moved!

To justify the decision for delaying putting our 
house on the market, we tell ourselves that 
we do not want to be disturbed right now, 
purchasers might be put off looking in bad 
weather and Christmas is coming so their focus 
turns to buying presents not houses!

But let’s take a look at a few reasons why 
sellers should get their house on the market 
now:
1. Less competition: your house is more visible 
to buyers now – beat your competition to the 
market!

2. Motivated buyers: buyers looking for 
property at this time of year are usually 

house by January? If so, they will have a sense 
of urgency.

3. Bad weather: really? Well, yes. If somebody 
likes your house in bad weather, they know that 
they will absolutely love it in good weather, so 
decisions can be made more swiftly.

4. Strengthen your buying position: sell now 
and you will be a much stronger position 
negotiating the purchase of another house.

5. A jolly mess: this is the only time of year that 
you can get away with a little jolly mess when 
selling your house. Buying a home is emotional. 

of mince pies and festive cheer conjure up 
happy memories. This can help you to sell.

Risca remains very popular
We have buyers waiting for properties in this 
popular Newport suburb. Do you own a house 
here? Are you thinking about selling? Our fees 
are very competitive, our service and success 
rate are second to none. Please get in touch to 
arrange a FREE market appraisal.
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

t LDon’
Selling

  

 

 

 

 

Let the En
g your Hou

  

 

 

 

 

d of Summ
use

  

 

 

 

 

mer oPut YYo  

 

 

 

 

fou offf  

 

 

 

 

As the nights g
getting their ho
withdraw their 
opportunity for

g

o justify the deTTo
house on the m
we do not want

  

 

 

 

 

ow longer and the daysr
ouse on the market until

om the market. house fr
operty to shine r their pr

g y

ecision for delaying putt
market, we tell ourselves 
t to be disturbed right n

  

 

 

 

 

, many home ows colderr,
 next spring. Other own

e e they right? ArBut ar
(and sell) at a time when

ting our 
that 

now

4. engtStr
and you w
negotiatin

  

 

 

 

 

wners think that they sho
operties not ners with pr

they perhaps missing ou
e is less competition ther

then your buying positio
onger pwill be a much str

chase of anothng the pur

  

 

 

 

 

ould delay
yet sold 
ut on the
on?

on: sell now
position
her house

  

 

 

 

 

we do not want
chasers migpur

weather and Ch
turns to buying

s take aBut let’
sellers should g
now:
1. Less compet
t b

  

 

 

 

 

t to be disturbed right n
f looking in ht be put offf

hristmas is coming so th
esents not houses!g pr

easons a look at a few r
get their house on the 

tition: your house is mor
b t titi

  

 

 

 

 

, noww,
bad
eir focus 

why
market 

e visible
t th

negotiatin

5. A jolly m
you can ge
selling you

of mince p
happy me

emRisca r

  

 

 

 

 

chase of anothng the pur

mess: this is the only tim
et away with a little jolly
ur house. Buying a home

pies and festive cheer co
mories. This can help yo

mains very popular

  

 

 

 

 

her house.

me of year that 
y mess when 
e is emotional. 

e up onjur
ou to sell.

  

 

 

 

 

to buyers now –
market!

2. Motivated bu
operty at thispr

house by Janua
.gencyof ur

3 Bad weather

  

 

 

 

 

– beat your competition

uyers: buyers looking fo
e usuallys time of year ar

ary? If so, they will have 

ell yes If someally? Wr: r

  

 

 

 

 

n to the 

or
y

a sense 

mebody

emRisca r
e have bW

popular N
e e? Arher

e very coar
e serate ar

arrange a

  

 

 

 

 

mains very popular
opebuyers waiting for pr

Newport suburb. Do you 
you thinking about selli

ompetitive, our service a
econd to none. Please g
a FREE market appraisa

  

 

 

 

 

erties in this 
own a house

ing? Our fees 
and success 

get in touch to
al.

  

 

 

 

 

3. Bad weather
likes your house
they will absolu
decisions can b

  

 

 

 

 

ell, yes. If someally? Wr: r
, they ke in bad weatherr,

utely love it in good wea
.e swiftlybe made mor

  

 

 

 

 

mebody
know that 

, soatherr,

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

elTTe

  

 

 

 

 

: 01633 262628 Email: sa

e W

  

 

 

 

 

les@kingston-newell.com

Have Mov

  

 

 

 

 

.kingston-newell.com www

ved!

  

 

 

 

 

om



September/October 2021 swdirectories.com 13

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

� Resin Bound Driveways � Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving

� Decking � Fencing � Driveways � Patios � Block paving � Tree work

� Hedge cutting � Grass cutting � Invasive weed control 

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register



Where the Mountains meet the Sea, has been welcoming visitors 
for over 150 years.

The town is on the west coast of Wales, looking out
onto Cardigan Bay, in the southern part of Snowdonia.
So if you are looking for the outdoors - walking, cycling,
paddle boarding, kayaking, paddling in the sea or
building sandcastles then Barmouth is the perfect place
to visit.
There is a wide range of independent shops, cafes. pubs
and restaurants, so a day can be spent browsing, dipping in
and out of shops with regular coffee stops, and maybe an
ice cream on the harbour watching the boats and seagulls.

From Barmouth there are many places you can go for
a day out. You can explore slate mines, travel on heritage
steam trains, visit castles, gardens and prehistoric
monuments. 

We had a weekend break in Barmouth last September
during the mini heatwave, the glorious sunset and
stunning blue skies made it a very memorable trip for us.
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�  A range of pre-school gymnastics classes for 
children from 7 months - 4 years. 

�  Recreational school age gymnastics for children 
from reception to school year 6. 

�  Fully equipped gym with age appropriate
equipment. 

�  Covid safe environment and classes. 

�  Fun, challenging classes, working towards 
British Gymnastics awards. 

�  Experienced, qualified coaches. 

Come along and see for yourself. 

Great range of Gymnastics Classes for
Pre-School and School Age Children. 

Fabulous facility at Trinity Church Sports Hall, Glasllwch Lane, nr High Cross.

www.hohgymnastics.co.uk  |  info@hohgymnastics.co.uk
07768 485892 

FREE TRIAL FOR ALL NEW

PRE-SCHOOLERS

Head over Heels has 14 years of
coaching experience, providing fun,
safe classes in a caring,
environment.

September/October 2021 swdirectories.com 15
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GeorgeSt. GeorgeSt.

NEW HOT TUB 
DEPARTMENT

Furniture  � Carpets  � Beds  � Outdoor Living  � Bathrooms  � Kitchens  � Hot tubs  � Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT

SALE NOW ON
From 

£4995*
*Offer for stock items only



September/October 2021 swdirectories.com 17

STORE NOW OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 9.30 - 5.00PM

STOCK
AVAILABLE

NOW

GeorgeSt. GeorgeSt.
NOW
OPEN

Furniture  l Carpets  l Beds  l Outdoor Living  l Bathrooms  l Kitchens  l Hot tubs  l Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT
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Ring MARK GATER

Ring NICK FORBES

TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

UNITS 1 - 4 PARK ROAD IND ESTATE PARK ROAD RISCA
NP11 6PU
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TOOL HIRE

WH TOOL HIRE RISCA 01633 619129

www.whtoolhire.com

GET YOUR
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
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Early on Friday 28th May we had
a call reporting the cob (with a
family) which had a large fishing
hook snagged in the web on his
right foot. To access the towpath,
it is necessary to cross the swing
bridge and given the information
we had received, turn right and
head south. We walked for best
part of a mile encountering only a
‘cygnet-less’ pair of swans before
deciding our ‘target’ must have
moved north of the bridge. Once
we turned round, we found our
swan in amongst the moored
boats with his family in close
attendance. The grassy bank was
steep, even precipitous, followed
by a shear drop into the water. As
a result, the rescue itself was a bit
brutal necessitating as it did the
use of a swan hook, having first
enticed him close enough with
the promise of food, a technique
which usually works. Having
landed him safely and made sure
he couldn’t escape until we had
retrieved the offending hook,
completing the task was relatively
simple. Our first picture shows
what we removed; goodness
knows what the purpose is of the
screw attached to the hook…
Having checked him over for any
other bits of hook or line we let

him go…as is normal, he left very
rapidly and created as much
distance between himself and us
as quickly as possible, except
that he was faced almost
immediately with his next
problem.

What we were unaware of at the
time was that there was another
family a relatively short distance
further up the canal, the male
(cob) of which chose this moment
to impose himself on what he
took to be his territory. We have
witnessed this performance only
once before, in June 2015, on the
River Monnow at Monmouth, on
which occasion we were able to
take photographs.

On this current occasion the fact
something was happening was
evident from the sound of a

rapidly approaching swan flying
just above the surface of the
water, wings clapping the surface
with that so characteristic sound
and then landing with a
monumental bow wave just an
arm’s length away from the
individual viewed as an intruder.
At this point both swans are in
what we call ‘full battleship’
mode, that is, their wings are high
and arched over their respective
backs, and their necks are in a flat
shallow ‘S’ shape between the
wings. The stand-off is now fully
set, and it is fascinating to watch.
They circle slowly around one
another, sometimes so close
together it looks as if it would not
be possible to insert a feeler
gauge between them. We
understand this can go on for a
while, and sometimes they do
come to blows. However, it is not
easy not to attach human
attitudes to what is happening,
but it’s almost as if each realises
the other has parental
responsibilities, and so long as
one does not actually encroach
on the other’s territory, there’s not
much point in fighting. Nice
thought, but… we left them to it,
and sought some refreshment;
another interesting day.

SWAN RESCUE

Text: Peter. Photos: Wendy and Ellen. For swan and all other wildlife problems please contact 
Peter & Ellen on 01633 895241 or 07802 472788

It’s Strange How One Thing
Leads to Another!

There is a growing number of places of which it could be said we have become
‘season ticket holders’ on account of the number of times it has been necessary

to go there to deal with a swan in distress. One such place is 
Frampton-on-Severn, on the Gloucester-Sharpness canal.

Hook from 
foot of cob  

Frampton  
May 2021

Stand-off 
between two

males on River
Monnow
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Opening hours for appointments:

Tuesday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Wednesday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Thursday 10.00am - 5.00pm

Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm

Saturday 10.00am - 2.00pm

ASHLEY WILDE 
JUNIPER COLLECTION

Cwmbran Curtains and Blinds are a family
business run by Lyn and Michael, with over 50
years of combined knowledge and experience
in this business, we can help you make your
home look amazing.

When you have an idea of what you want we have the
passion for fabrics and interiors and we can help you
and guide you through the immense range of fabrics to
achieve the right look for your home.

Fabrics are sourced from the UK's leading suppliers and
your bespoke curtains and blinds can be made to your
choice specifications to complete the look.

We offer a full measure, making and fitting service all
done professionally by ourselves.

There is a measuring guide on our website to help you
to supply the correct measurements for your project, or
alternatively book an appointment for a consultation in
our showroom.

We have a vast experience in curtains and fabric blinds
all made in house by us.

Located at 171 Larch Grove Malpas Newport our
showroom has displays of carefully selected fabrics and
styles. We are always here on hand if you need help
with no pressure.

We look forward to offering you a warm welcome to our showroom for your V.I.P experience 

with a no obligation consultation by appointment.

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO - SO WILL YOU!

171 LARCH GROVE 

MALPAS NEWPORT NP20 6LA

MOBILE :07887 677110

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk 

Covid-19

During these difficult times we are having to run our business in a different way.

We have re-organised our showroom to allow for social distancing and we are operating by appointment only for the

foreseeable future. We have hand sanitizer and various PPE for you to use on arrival for your appointment to keep us

and our customers safe and well. Please call or use our contact form on our website to arrange an appointment.

Many thanks for understanding.



Newport 
Bathroom Centre

Newport Bathroom Centre
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

Newport Bathroom Centre
has been installing luxury
and less able wet rooms in
South Wales for many
years.

Our dedicated team are able to
fully project manage your wet
room solution.

CALL NOW
FOR SOME

EXPERT 
ADVICE
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Leak free level access
Wet Rooms

Newport Bathroom Centre 
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

• Easy level access
• No leak tanking system
• Underfloor heating (optional)
• Large selection of tiles
• 16 years of Wet Room 

experience
• Full design service 

computer aided
• Power showers
• Fully project managed
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Crossword

Sudoku

The object of sudoku is to insert the missing 
numbers in the boxes to satisfy just one 

condition: each row, column and 3x3 box
must contain the digits 1 through to 9 

exactly once. This can be done by 
applying logic – you do not have to guess.

Local, reliable and
friendly.
�

Flexible service to
meet your 

requirements.
�

Smoke free, clean
working area. 

�
Collection and 

delivery.

Please call Sally on 
07740 096099

COMPETITIVE 
RATES 

Ironing 
Service

Puzzle solutions on page 26
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Despite the undoubted
improvements arising from
Friars Walk, it is still
disappointing that the Chartist
mural, once located near John
Frost Square, was destroyed
during the redevelopment.
Whenever I pass the scaled-
down replica installed in
Rogerstone, I always feel a
tinge of sadness for the lost
original and for the sacrifices
made by ordinary workers in
their attempt to reform the
Victorian electoral system.
Most people agree the 1839
uprising, which led to the
massacre of Chartists outside
the Westgate Hotel, was
organised by three men: John
Frost, a 55 year old draper and
former Newport mayor,
Zephaniah Williams, a 44 year
old coal merchant, and William
Jones, a 30 year old
watchmaker. Generous rewards
were offered in a bid to capture
the fugitives and the men were
eventually apprehended. At their
trial in Monmouth, they were
found guilty of treason and
ordered to be hung, drawn, and
quartered. It was the last time
such a barbaric punishment was
passed down in the UK,
although the Prime Minister was
soon persuaded to commute
the sentence to transportation
to Van Diemen’s Land
(Tasmania) for life.

Bound for Hobart, Frost,
Williams, and Jones set sail
from Portsmouth in February
1840 on the convict ship,
Mandarin. Aboard the 425-
tonne, three-masted vessel
were 212 prisoners guilty of
offences ranging from
manslaughter to handkerchief
theft. The trio were kept
separate from the other men
and were placed in a 12ft x 8ft

cabin having three
berths, a bathing
machine, and other
conveniences.
Williams and Jones
were in high spirits
but Frost felt
demoralised and
said he would
rather have been hanged.
Unlike some of their fellow
captives, they remained in
comparatively good health: the
predominant medical complaint
on the Mandarin was scurvy
caused by a deficiency in
Vitamin C - ironic given the
name of the vessel!

After passing the Cape of Good
Hope, the Times reported that
prisoners had planned to take
over the ship. Frost himself is
alleged to have been passed a
note requesting his participation
in the mutiny, with the promise
of the men’s allegiance should
he agree. Frost reasoned that if
he joined the enterprise and it
failed, he would likely be killed.
Even if the conspiracy was
successful, he thought the
convicts would probably throw
him overboard as soon as there
was any disagreement. He even

suspected the plot might be an
attempt to entrap him with a
view to having him executed. He
wanted no part of it and the
possible mutiny came to
nothing, although one offender
and one guard are said to have
been flogged for their scheming.

The voyage of the Mandarin
took four months to complete
and the ship finally arrived at its
destination in June 1840,
whereupon the Chartists began

their penal servitude. The
three were treated
as political
prisoners and so
were afforded
privileges
associated with
that status. They
were permitted to
keep their own
clothes and rather
than being put to
manual labour, they
were assigned other
roles. Frost became a

clerk in the Commandant’s
office and later a teacher, whilst
Williams was a coalmine
superintendent and Jones, a
supervising blacksmith at a
boys’ penitentiary.

In 1854, the men received
pardons, albeit conditional ones
that prohibited travel to Britain.
Jones and Williams chose to
remain in Australasia, where the
latter grew prosperous, but
Frost left for America. Two years
later, full pardons were granted
and the 72-year-old Frost
returned to Newport and
received a hero’s welcome. He
settled north of Bristol, where he
outlived both his co-
conspirators and the Mandarin
herself, which was wrecked in
1846 off the coast of Florida. He
died in 1877 at the grand old
age of 93.

Zephaniah Williams

A Taste of Mandarin
by Paul Minton

John Frost
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� Central Heating Systems � New Boiler Installations 
� Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
� Landlord’s Certificates � Plastering � Tiling

� Domestic & Commercial Services
� Bathroom Installation � Local & Reliable Service 

� Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

R.HowellsR.Howells
PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Sudoku

Crossword

Puzzle 
Solutions
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and solidly built. They’re made to
measure in our own UK factories.
The electric Garolla door rolls up
vertically taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage.
Our expert installers will fit your
new door and take away the old
one so there’s no mess. 

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely Free. 
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Community Events

Now is the perfect time to build your business to reach its full potential 
Let us help you to find new customers

Don’t just rely on Facebook

Many of our Directory readers do not regularly use social media or have access to websites. 
If you are solely relying on Facebook or Google to promote your business you could be

missing out on many potential customers and sales.

AN OPPORTUNITY 
NOT TO BE MISSED

Advertise in this Directory

For more details, please call Leslie or Susan 
07725 888070 or 01633 892771

Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk   |   Website: www.swdirectories.com

TAKE ACTION NOW 
Call us to find out about our rates and offers, our main aim is to help small businesses 

grow and prosper.
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This Month’s

22 Risca Road, Newport, South Wales NP20 4JW
www.kingston-newell.com

All properties available at the time of going to print.

Hot Properties

Morgan Street, Tredegar
Recently renovated four bedroom 
terraced property, located in the heart 
of Tredegar town centre.

St. Mellons, Cardiff
Spacious three bedroom, mid terraced 
town house located in a sought after 
area with access to local amenities.

Ridgeway Court, Newport
Well presented two bedroom, detached 
bungalow with excellent transport links 
to Cardiff and Bristol.

Llanmartin, Newport
Beautifully presented three bedroom 
semi detached property, located in a 
sought after semi-rural location.

Kingston Newell is one of the leading independent estate agents 
in Newport with more than 30 years experience. We pride 
ourselves on the level of service we offer to our clients. 

• No sale - no fee
• Residential sales and lettings
• Internet promotion to 1000’s of prospective buyers
• Call us for a free, no obligation valuation or property appraisal
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RISCA MUSEUM

There were once at least

two ancient farmsteads

situated in this cwm, or

side valley, Cwmbyr Uchaf and

another smaller farmstead at

Cwmbyr Isha which was lower

down the hillside. Cwmbyr

Uchaf (or Ucha) was known as

Cwmbyr farm but popularly

referred to as ‘the Deaf and

Dumb’ by local people. The

farmstead is thought to have

been a Welsh longhouse quite

possibly dating from the mid

seventeenth century.

In the earliest land tax records

for the parish of Risca dating

from 1798 Cwmbyr is unnamed,

but we can pick up the trail of

the farm because it was

consistently assessed at the

same value of one pound, two

shillings and seven ha’ penny

from 1798 to 1824. In 1798 the

owners are named as Messrs

Rogers & Edwards and the

occupier is Thomas Thomas.

Rogers and Edwards may have

purchased that portion of

Cwmbyr in which the farm was

situated from the Manor of

Rogerstone in order to exploit

coal or clay reserves. It is likely

that ‘Edwards’ is Thomas

Edwards of the town of

Pontypool who is named on two

1818 leases for Coed y Garn,

Risca, also for the purpose of

mining coal and clay.

Cwmbyr Uchaf appears by

name for the first time on the

1811 land tax records. It is

named as ‘Cwmbyr farm’ and

owned and occupied by

Thomas Edwards Esq. On the

1812 record Thomas Edwards

had also been renting a house

and land nearby since at least

Cwmbyr 
farm

(to 1900)
The small valley known as ‘Cwm Byr’, Welsh for ‘short valley’, is a dingle which

lies on the west side of Mynydd Medart. The Nant Cwmbyr emerges from a spring
located just below the forest road and after only about 300/400 yards the valley
through which it passes terminates abruptly and the brook runs through fields

before joining the Crumlin arm of the Monmouthshire & Breconshire Canal.
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1805, possibly at Coed y Garn,

to a Phillip Cocker. By the

following year, John Cocker,

possibly a brother of Phillip, had

taken up residence at the farm.

John Cocker was a son of Jane

Cocker, widow, and the lessee

of the Church House public

house. He had taken over the

lease of the Church House Inn

from his mother in 1808 and, by

1813, he obviously decided to

try his hand at running a small

hill farm. However, his tenure at

Cwmbyr was brief as by the

following year he was leasing

the much larger Risca Farm

from Sir Charles Morgan. He

would continue as a successful

farmer and victualler until his

untimely death at the age of just

48 in 1830.

After the Cockers had vacated

Cwmbyr, Thomas Edwards Esq

is recorded as renting the

property to Thomas Jenkins

(1819) then Thomas Thomas

(1824 and 1829). In 1843

Thomas Edwards Esq is still

named on the Risca tithe as the

owner of the farm and its

associated lands but by this

time there is a new tenant at the

farm, a member of one of

Risca’s most prominent families

of the nineteenth century.

Edward Duffield Jr is listed on

the 1843 tithe as resident at

Cwmbyr Uchaf.

The farm is described as

consisting of 99 acres and 37

perches. The land is generally a

mixture of pasture, meadow

and arable plus there is just

over an acre of woodland. At

this time, Cwmbyr Uchaf would

have been a mixed farm with

sheep, cows, chickens, a small

number of pigs and a few

working ponies. The arable may

have been a mixture of corn,

potatoes and other greens but

most would probably have been

given over to fodder crops such

as turnips. Likewise, the

meadow would have been

maintained to provide hay for

use as winter fodder for the

animals.

Edward Duffield would have

come into a not inconsiderable

legacy following his father’s

death in 1851 and at least some

of this is likely to have been

invested in modernising the

Cwmbyr farmhouse. Edward

and his wife Elizabeth had one

daughter, Mary, who was born

in 1838.

Over time, several female

servants also lived at Cwmbyr

with the Duffields, these

included Mary Davies (20) in

1841, Louisa Howell (20) in

1851 and, finally, Ann Rogers

(28) who was present at the

1861 census and was to remain

with the family into the 1880s.

Edward Duffield and his

household appear for the last

time on the 1881 census.

Edward died on 11th

November 1885 and by

this time he had already

retired from farming and

moved out of Cwmbyr

into the care of Mary, his

daughter, at the Bridge

End Hotel, once his family

home. At that time, the

Bridge End was kept by

Mary and her husband Edmund

Woodroffe. The entry in the

Diocese of Llandaff probate

calendar for Edward reads that

he left a personal estate of £154

6s, a quite considerable sum for

the 1880s.

By the 1891 census, William

Jenkins has taken residence at

Cwmbyr Uchaf along with his

wife Sarah Ann (35), and their

children William (16), Arthur (13),

Elizabeth A (11), Francis H (6),

Thomas J. (3) and Alfred (1), the

whole family had been born in

Risca. William Jenkins is listed

as ‘farmer, Cwmbyr’, in the

1891 Kelly Directory entry for

Risca, so the family may have

already resided at Cwmbyr for

some years prior. He is also

featured in the 1901 edition of

the same publication, proving

that William and his family

stayed at Cwmbyr for over a

decade. However, by the time

of the 1901 census the Jenkins

family had moved on.
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You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and install
SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELLING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Picture shows Dupont Corian© White Onyx worktops we recently 
made and installed for Mr & Mrs Gibbs of Glascoed

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm

ORDER YOUR NEW WORKTOPS NOW
TO BE READY BY CHRISTMAS
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These are some of the phrases
often heard.
Bethany Baptist Church
affectionately known as the BBC
of Risca is a chapel that is moving
with the times mixing tradition
with progression. Before Covid
we were aiming to serve the
community with clubs and
activities and also the traditional
Sunday services.
During the week we were and will
be offering the following (as soon
as it is sensible).
The Fellowship group enjoy
meeting and having refreshments.
For part of the meeting there is a
guest speaker covering many
subjects. 
Friends together is a time for
socialising, relaxing, chatting, with
different activities including board
games, activities, craft, whatever
you fancy the group will give it a
go.
Mothers and Toddlers (and
Fathers and Grandparents).
Plenty of toys and activities for
the children and as many tell us
we serve a most delicious coffee.
Shopper’s coffee morning. Drop
in for a chat and make new
friends.
We are always open to new ideas,
perhaps a Book Club?
These clubs/activities will be on

offer again with additional ideas
when life gets back to normal but
it is our Sundays that we have
really moved with the times.
Thanks to technology we were
able to keep a Sunday service
going online. Ian (our pastor)
would record a sermon and Dan
our very able technological
member added modern hymns,
music and videos. Our online
service has now moved to the
evening and is available at 6
o'clock at
www.bethanyrisca.org.uk 
Now we are open on a Sunday
morning services have adapted
these ideas, televisions have
been installed and now we have a
varied, up to date service
appealing to all ages. When
singing resumes fully there will be
a good blend of traditional and
modern hymns plus technology
bringing different aspects and of
course meeting and sharing
with family and making new
friends. If you are able why not
come along weekdays and
Sundays for the 3 F's.

BETHANY 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Do you use or have you heard any of the 
following phrases?

Moving with the times, I like to do things in the 
traditional way, chapel is old fashioned.

� FELLOWSHIP � FRIENDSHIP � FUN
www.bethanyrisca.org.uk

Tel: 01633619163. 
Please leave a message and we will get back to you.

Additional meeting information - Prayer meetings on Zoom. 
Bible study material available online.
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HIGH CROSS
HOME MAINTENANCE

l Boiler Servicing l Bathrooms
l Installs & Breakdowns l En Suites
l Landlords Gas  safety certificates
l Emergency Call Outs 24/7

Contact Naz Amin

07521 958009
highcrosshomemaintenance@hotmail.com

H

H
C

M

632885
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