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RCV UK (Risca Volunteers) 
started supporting local 
people when the pandemic 
first started in March 2020. 
Two local women were joined by 
other neighbours offering 
shopping and prescriptions 
collection. As we began 
delivering doorstep services, we 
came to understand how 
isolated some of our neighbours 
were, so we started phoning 
them a couple of times a week. 
We now have over 200 
volunteers, support over 400 
people a month and make 
around 170 phone calls per 
week. This led to a deeper 
understanding of the causes 
behind the feelings of isolation. 
We found that some people 
were experiencing financial 
difficulties, ill health, mental 
health issues, food poverty, 
housing difficulties etc. 

Over the last 18 months we 
have developed many and 
varied services including 
partnering with Risca Foodbank 
and offering our own emergency 
food parcels, we run Risca Tin 
on a Wall, a free school uniform 
recycle shop, Tuesday and 
Friday morning activities, The 

Best Feeding Group, Toddler 
Time, our re-cycle bike hub and 
most recently our We-Connect 
pantry and coffee shop. 
Directly opposite Risca Park, we 
will be opening We-Connect. 
The pantry will be offering free 
or reduced price food. We'll also 
be able to offer centralised 
support services from CCBC 
and other support agencies to 
save anyone having to travel to 
Blackwood or even further 
afield. The venue will also be 
used as an Internet cafe and to 
provide gaming opportunities 
and life skill classes. 

RCV UK (Risca Volunteers) 

If you would like to be involved, either by receiving support 
from one of our volunteers or even volunteering to help within 

the charity please get in touch. 
Our contacts are 01633 848899 or info@rcvuk.org, our website 

is www.rcvuk.org. 
You can find us on Facebook @RCVUK, Instagram RCV_UK or 

Twitter @RiscaV 

Advertising enquiries: Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771 or  
email contact@swdirectories.co.uk 

Welcome!
It's always good to try new things and aspire to 
improve our lives, whether it's losing the extra 
pounds we put on over the festive season, 
attempting to become fitter, volunteering or helping a 
local charity, starting a new hobby or even starting a 
business. Trying something new and having different 
experiences often makes us feel focused and 
happier in life.  
If you are interested in advertising your business in 
the directory, please contact us to find out 
about the very competitive advertising 
rates. You will always deal with us 
directly, like many of the 
businesses that advertise in 

this magazine, we are a small, independent business 
and fully appreciate how much your business means 
to you.  
We wish you a Happy New Year. 
 
Best wishes 

Editor: Susan Woolford   |   Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford 
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions.  

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication.  
SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication.  

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor.  
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Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP

Unit D1- D3 Pontymister Industrial
Estate, Risca NP11 6NP 

Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk    

www.dawntoduskautos.co.uk

DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company 

�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including
new vehicles under warranty
Car & Commercial repair work carried out
Diesel specialist
Clutch specialist 
Brake specialist
MOT 
Exhausts
Air conditioning

ELECTRICAL
Alternators
Starter Motors
Batteries

FREE LOCAL 
COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY 

DIAGNOSIS
Engine Management
ABS
Air bag
Central Locking

�
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Ongoing Goings-On 
On Twmbarlwm

CTS meet at the car park below 
Twmbarlwm’s summit for a litter pick 
and volunteer workday on the last 
Sunday of every month to which 

everyone is invited, it’s not all hard 
work and it’s a great opportunity to 
fi nd your way around up there. We 
organise walks and other events up 
the mountain and at Crosskeys RFC 

throughout the year so watch our 
website and Facebook page for details. 
www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

The main projects that involved 
CTS were well underway when the 
pandemic restrictions fi rst hit and I 
have written about them many times 
before on these pages and online.

First of all, the much vaunted 
archaeological investigation had 
started in the summer of 2019 and 
was due to continue in the 
spring of 2020 – however, 
the fi rst lockdown came 
in March and all plans 
were put on hold. It 
was not until June 2021 
that the Geophys team were 
allowed back on site.

The results of the geophys survey 
pin-pointed where we should dig 
and so August was earmarked for 
the actual dig.

A daily blog of the dig is available 
on our website but, in brief, with a 
small army of volunteers we and 
the archaeological contractors 
opened three trenches over a three 
week period – and although no 
major discoveries were made, the 
Twmp has piqued the interest of the 
archaeologists enough to return for 
more research next year.

Just in the past couple of months 
if you ventured upon Twmbarlwm 
you will have seen a few changes 
– the result of another scheme in 
which the society has played a major 
part. There’s a lovely new dry-stone 
wall on the eastern side of the Twmp 
creating an impressive entrance 
to the monument off  the ridgeway. 

Much of the stock fencing is new, 
the pond above the car park has 
been cleared and the eroded slope 
has been graded. This is work that 
has been in the pipeline for several 
years as part of the joint Caerphilly 
and Torfaen councils’ Adventure 
Triangle project.

Next we must mention the re-
opening of the Cwmcarn 

Forest Drive – it’s not 
entirely a CTS project 
but many of us helped 

our sister society the 
Friends of Cwmcarn Forest 

Drive who were very infl uential in 
ensuring the Drive re-opened with its 
wonderful facilities being accessible 
to all visitors – young and old.

Finally – the two year hiatus did 
not put a stop to our monthly litter 
picks, although we had to cancel 
some early in the lockdown, but 
our willing band of volunteers were 
always able to get the job done 
following the strict guidelines. 

So you see we are not a society 
who stand by and let others 
do the work – we like to make 
things happen – but in order to 
keep on doing that we need your 
support – please consider joining 
us and help us continue making a 
difference.

Terry Evans,Chairman 
Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society

The Twmbarlwm Society recently held its AGM, the fi rst in two years 
due to Covid restrictions. It was great for the Trustees to be able 

to meet face to face for a change. However, despite social distancing 
measures we managed to keep our projects ticking over throughout 
lockdown with online Zoom meetings and email, as I hope my report 
to the AGM and the following summary shows.

Tidy Twmp Volunteer Days

Cwmcarn Forest Drive

Archaeological Investigation

Adventure Triangle: The new dry-stone wall and 
other landscape maintenance features are all 
part of this joint council scheme
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McDougall’s 
Fish & 
Chips

01633 615613

Card
PaymentsAccepted

Tuesday to

Saturday!

12 till 2 
5 till 9

Traditional Fish and Chips next to the canal
Home cooked peas, beans and curry sauce

Chips cooked in beef dripping, the old fashioned way
Butchers sausages from Robert Butchers 

The Gaer Pies from Lewis Pies and Pasties

mcdchips@gmail.com
Facebook: McDougall’s Fish and Chips

McDougall’s Fish and Chips, Manor Road, Risca, NP11 6JZ
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Beatrice Cutler BSc Hons  
mBANT,  CNHC Registered  
Nutritional Therapist  

07964800523 

AFFINITY 
NUTRITION

www.affinitynutrition.co.uk 

Dietary change can support  IBS symptoms, weight
issues, migraine, infertility, allergies 

and many more…. 

Discover how small changes to
your daily food choices can make a

big difference to your health

Helping you maintain health
through diet

Consultations online or in person at Risca

Chiropractic and Wellness Clinic

Other Therapies now available at clinic: 
• Chiropody • Complementary Therapy 

• Sports Massage • Counselling 
• Nutritional Therapy • Diagnostic Ultrasound 

• Shockwave Therapy

Phone 01633 615993 / 07510 181667 
www.riscachiropractor.co.uk

CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT 
EFFECTIVE FOR:

• Back pain • Neck pain 
• Shoulder and elbow pain • Headaches 

• Muscle and joint pain
• Pregnancy related back pain 

• Knee and ankle pain • Sports Injuries

Podiatry / Chiropody Services
Clinic and Home Visits

� Nail Cutting, Corns, Verrucae, Hard Skin
� Ingrowing Toenails
� Foot Pain Solutions
� Diabetic & Arthritic Foot Care
� Gait Assessment
� Sports Podiatry/Injuries
� Nail Surgery
� Foot Massage
� Children’s Feet
� Disability Experience

John Terrell Bsc (Hons) SRCH
Tel: 01633 614465

Mob: 07508 015662
www.happier-feet.co.uk
john@happierfeet.co.uk

57 Tredegar Street, Risca, NP11 6BW

Based at Risca Chiropractic and 
Wellness Clinic

“Keeping
 You

On Your F
eet”



Proud to be
Endorsed

�  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal
�  Flood Damage/Restoration 

Work Undertaken
�  Upholstery and Leather Suites
�  Carpets & Rugs
�  Competitive Prices
�  24 Hour Emergency Call Out
�  Free Surveys/Estimates
�  Full Liability Insurance
�  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

NCCA Member 1490

Covid-19 Update - Crawfords Working Practice
Due to the major impact the coronavirus has had on everyone, Crawfords working practice has

changed to comply with our customers’ needs and our safety in these difficult times.
When Crawfords arrive at your home or property to clean your soft furnishings or carpets we will be:

Wearing disposable overalls, gloves, overshoes and a face mask
Keeping a two-metre social distance

As a company we take our responsibility to our customers as paramount when working at their
home or property and will endeavour to keep them safe whilst we are working.

On completion of the clean an application of Formula 429 plus (a water based anti-microbial with
multi surface broad spectrum kill factor 6) will be applied to your fabrics and carpets, this will ensure

that they are contamination free.
I would like to say to all my customers - please stay safe.

James Crawford
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In May 1876 builders were
invited to tender for the
erection of a ‘School House’ in

Pontymister, to accommodate
400 children. Of the six received,
the tender of £2,275 from Mr J.
Pickford of Risca, was accepted.
When Pontymister School

opened in December 1877, it was
described as having every modern
convenience, with a spacious
playground for each department,
infants, girls and boys. The head-
master’s house was built in 1882.
In 1882, of the four hundred

pupils attending the school, 132
were boys, 132 girls, and 136
infants. In September 1895,
builders were asked to tender for
the erection of a schoolroom to
accommodate 300 infants on land
adjacent to Pontymister School.
The new Pontymister Infants’
School, built at a cost of £1872 by
Mr John Pritchard of Risca, was
opened in May 1896.
In January 1914 the County

Council passed the
recommendation of the Building
Committee that the Pontymister
Boys’ and Girls’ School should be
demolished and that a new
building be erected on the same
site capable of accommodating
300 boys and 300 girls. In
January 1915 tenders were invited
for the erection of the new school.
Then in March, the old School was
vacated to enable the contractor,
Mr Richard Jones of Caerphilly, to

commence demolishing the old
buildings and start building the
new school. Although it was
expected to be completed by the
summer of 1916, unfortunately in
June 1915 the Monmouthshire
Education Committee ordered
further building to be suspended
until after the War. Temporary
accommodation had been found
for the boys in St Margaret’s
Church Sunday Schoolroom, and
the girls in Moriah Baptist Church
Sunday Schoolroom. Where they
remained until 1921.
On the 17th November 1920, the

staff and pupils of Pontymister
School attended the unveiling of
the Pontywaun County School
War Memorial, in the grounds in
front of the County School. In
2011 the Memorial was moved to
the Festival of Britain Garden,

opposite Lidl Supermarket. The
plaque at the base of the Cross is
inscribed with the names of the
teacher and 25 ex-pupils of the
County School who lost their lives
in the War. Of the 25 pupils
named, four had previously
attended Pontymister School. -
William Dobson, Arthur Leslie
James, Ralph Edwin Jones and
Oswald Morgan Williams.
The official opening of the new

Pontymister School took place on
the 17th of October 1921. The two-
storey building accommodated
300 boys on the upper floor and
300 girls on the lower. Armistice
Day was commemorated in the
School throughout the 1920s, and
from the early 1930s a wireless
was set up in the school for pupils
and staff to hear the Armistice
service relayed from the Cenotaph

PONTYMISTER
SCHOOL

By Bernard Osment
Many people today are unaware that the Lidl supermarket and car park, in

Commercial Street, Risca, were built on the site previously occupied by
Pontymister School. The head–master’s house, the two-storey school building,

and other out-buildings, were all demolished in the late 1990s.
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in London. During the
‘Depression’ of the 1920/30s,
many fathers were unemployed or
out on strike. In the winter and
bad weather many children were
absent from school. The main
reason given was lack of suitable
footwear. In early December 1936,
the School received an allocation
of 15 pairs of shoes, to be
distributed before Christmas. The
following children each received a
pair - Betty Thomas, Gwen Fisher,
Lucy Kite, Loreen Bayliss,
Peggy Bennett, Marjorie
Holloway, Marjorie Everson,
Cynthia Woodward, Marion
Jones, Dorcas Edmunds,
Peggy Jones, Sylvia Brewster,
Leah Harris and Joan
Meredith. To celebrate the
Coronation of King George VI
on the 12th May 1937, the
children were given a tea party in
the School and each received a
beaker and a book as souvenirs of
the occasion.
When war was declared between

Great Britain and Germany on the
3rd September 1939, plans were
drawn up by the School that in the
event of an air-raid, the children
would be immediately dispersed.
Those living within easy reach of
the school should go home and
the rest to houses nearby who had
agreed to accommodate them.
This procedure was carried out
when the first warning of an air-
raid sounded at 11.20 am on
Wednesday the 10th November
1939. The ‘All Clear’ siren
sounded half an hour later. Many
of the children did not return to
school in the afternoon. All pupils
were given ‘Gas Mask’ practice,
and those over 12 years instructed
in the use of the ‘Stirrup Pump’.
In 1939, following the threat of

war with Germany, the population
of Risca, considered a ‘safe place’,
began to increase with the arrival
of those evacuated from the ‘more
dangerous’ parts of the Country.
On the 2nd June 1940, over 7,000
children were evacuated from
towns in the South East of
England, to Monmouthshire. Of
these, more than 600 arrived in

Risca. They included
187 from Rochester,
291 from Chatham
and 127 from
Dover.
At the end of

1940 the
population of
Risca was 15,150,
of these 1,657
were evacuees.
1,059 were

‘unaccompanied’
children and 311 children with
their mothers. Many of the
evacuated children attended
Pontymister School; among them
were children from Fairlop School
in Ilford. The following letter was
published in the Western Mail on
Friday the 28th June 1940.
“Dear Sir. – May I, on behalf of

the pupils and teachers of Fairlop
School, Ilford, express to the
inhabitants of Risca and
Pontymister our deep
appreciation of the kindness and
warm heartedness with which
they have taken us into their
midst. To the billeting authorities
and local teachers who
have helped up so
willingly and the
people who have
welcomed us into
their homes and
halls, we are truly
grateful. - Yours, &c.
T. H. Howells,
Headmaster.”
May 8th 1945 – VE

Day. The School closed
for three days. On the
29th June 1945 a ‘Victory tea
party’ was held in the school
yard. December 1945 – The ‘Blast-
walls’ erected in front of the
school entrances in 1940 were

removed.
The segregation of

boys (on the upper
level), and girls (on
the lower level),
ended in late 1950
when Pontymister
Boys’ and Girls’

Schools amalgamated to
become ‘Pontymister Secondary
Modern School’. The under 11
year old pupils from Pontymister
were transferred to Danygraig
Junior Mixed School, and mixed
classes were formed from the over
eleven year old pupils, from
Pontymister, and those
transferred from Danygraig and
Risca Town Schools.
Following the closure of

Pontywaun Grammar School in
the early 1960s, Pontymister
Secondary School (known as the
Upper School), took over the
redundant Grammar School site
and renamed it Pontymister
Lower School. Secondary

education ended at
Pontymister
Schools with the
opening of the
newly built Risca
Comprehensive
School in 1977.
Rooms in the Upper
Pontymister School

building continued to
be used up until the

mid-1990s. During this
time it housed the Oxford

House Industrial History
Society museum, Citizens

Advice Bureau, and was used as
an annex for Crosskeys College.
Sadly it was demolished in 1999.
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RISCA MUSEUM

Has this article been written
by Victor Meldrew? It hasn't,
but it is suggesting that we
should maintain a certain
scepticism regarding
statements made however
authoritative they may appear
(just consider politicians
promises).

This equally applies to
historical information.
Someone writing 100 years
ago may not have had
access to information that is
available now, they may not
have been totally truthful, or
they may just have made a
mistake. If subsequent
generations just copied this, it
would have gained authenticity
as it could be quoted as
appearing in several different
sources; people will even start
saying 'everyone knows that'.

It is important to check
information, to go back to
original sources and be
suspicious of books and articles
that don't give references.
Publications by our late
Archivist, Tony Jukes, are an
excellent example of meticulous
referencing, as is the Gwent
Local History magazine where
many of his articles were
reproduced.

There are two interesting and
appropriate local examples of
how things can go wrong, both
concerning bridges -

1. Pontycymmer.
This is being postulated as the
original Welsh name for
Crosskeys and has been
reproduced on Wikipedia,
Caerphilly CBC publications
and Sustrans signposts.
Perhaps the information for
Sustrans and Caerphilly CBC
came from extensive historical
research i.e. they looked it up
on Wikipedia!

The district of Crosskeys
didn't exist before it was
created from disparate areas
of land with multiple
ownership and
including

parts of
three different

parishes. It was first specified
to define the area to be served
by the newly opened post
office, the name of the public
house had been used for the
railway station and then, the
post office. This area and name
was then used when the Risca
Urban District Council was
formed after the 1894 Local
Government Act.

The name Pontycymmer is
simply the name of the bridge
over the river Ebbw in this area
and appears, as such, on
Ordnance Survey maps. As can
be seen, the name moved when
a new bridge was constructed a
short distance downstream.

2. Pontymister.
Unlike Pontycymmer, the
Pontymister bridge (better
known locally as the Stoney
Bridge) did give its name to the
district. The problem here is the
origins of the name and the silly
local tale that it is a corruption
of the Welsh for the 'Master's
Bridge', referring to the young
Squire Phillips of Risca Manor
who built it after floods
prevented him from visiting his
ladylove on the Machen side of
the river.

Nice story but, unfortunately,
the name appears in records
some hundreds of years before
Squire Phillips, or even the
manor of Risca, existed. It
appears to have been built at
the instigation of the monks of
Llantarnam Abbey in the
medieval period.

You may well have noted that
this article doesn't contain any
references and you may infer
from that everything has been
made up. I plead my innocence,
but you are perfectly entitled to
say, 'I don't believe it!'

'I do not believe it!'

1875

1899

Above: Pontymister and 
Ochrwyth bridge.

Left: Looking towards 
Foxwood.
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

� Resin Bound Driveways � Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving

� Decking � Fencing � Driveways � Patios � Block paving � Tree work

� Hedge cutting � Grass cutting � Invasive weed control 

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
AR

D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register



Sunday 6 March 2022

Friday 29 April 2022

N E W P O R T

Paint
Stations

Music
Station

WaterStation

GlitterStation
Live
Music

Foam
Station

Walk, jog, run
at your own pace.

southwalescarfestival

| southwalescarshow.co.uk

SUN 15
MAY
2022

FRIDAY
24 JUNE

SATURDAY
25 JUNE 2022

Find us on:
To book call 01633 851051
or visit stdavidshospicecare.org

2022 Events

Registered charity number: 1010576

Torfaen Leisure Trust

Pontypool 10K
Home Run 
Sunday 27 February
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SW Directories
Local Business & Community Magazines

SW Directories offers a low cost and
effective way to acquire more
business.
Established in 2006, the Directories
are extensively used and respected
by our readers. 

25,500 copies are delivered to homes
and local businesses six times a year.
The seven Directories cover Alltyryn,
Bassaleg & Rhiwderin, Caerleon,
Malpas, Newport (Beechwood, St
Julian’s, Celtic Horizons, Duffyrn,
Lysaght Village, Glan Llyn, Mon Bank),
Rogerstone, Risca (Crosskeys,
Pontywaun & Cwmcarn).

SW DIRECTORIES

To advertise call Leslie on 07725 888070 or
01633 892771
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk
Website: www.swdirectories.com

SW DIRECTORIES

ISSUE 86
SEPTEMBER 

2020

ROGERSTONE

DIRECTORY

NEWPORT

SW DIRECTORIES

DIRECTORY

SEPTEMBER
2020

It’s easy to be in the magazine, call us today to find
out about our special offers. 

� Central Heating Systems � New Boiler Installations 
� Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
� Landlord’s Certificates � Plastering � Tiling

� Domestic & Commercial Services
� Bathroom Installation � Local & Reliable Service 

� Over 15 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

R.HowellsR.Howells
PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Handyman Services

alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ

� Carpentry � General DIY � Plastering � Rendering  
� All Types of Property Maintenance Work 

� All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani

Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168

NO JOB
TOO

SMALL

FREE
no obligation
quote on all

work
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Did you know that…
In 1800 Risca/Rhisga was a
Welsh speaking area both in
language and culture. We still
have reminders of these facts
with names in the area from
decades ago.
Ochrwyth - ochr meaning side,
chwrth meaning left and in
some cases wrong.
Ty Isaf - Ty meaning house, Isaf
meaning lower - lower house.

In the Risca area in the 1800s
there was a brewery and small
industries, but it was the
industrial revolution that not
only changed the physical
contour of Risca but was the
reason why the Welsh language
ceased to be the predominant
speech of the people. The
demand for labour brought in
people from English counties
and the Midlands. The
commencement of the iron
works at Pontymister was the
immediate cause for an English
Baptist church in Risca and
Bethany came about. In 1855 a
meeting was held and a service
took place at Moriah, kindly lent
for the purpose. That year in
December the first baptismal
service was held in the river
Ebbw. In 1857 it was decided to
erect a chapel and in 1858 there
was an official opening.

After this date there were many
additions; gallery, moving of the

baptismal pool and towers were
added and in 1875 there was a
reopening of the church. As the
years went by Hope in
Crosskeys was formed with 30
members going to help with the
establishment of the church. In
1922/23 The Mission was built
as an off shoot of Bethany in
the Ty Isaf area.

Risca is blessed with three
Baptist churches in its town,
Bethany - an English Baptist,
Moriah- a Welsh Baptist with
English services and Ty Isaf -
English Baptist.

Bethany 
Baptist Church 

Risca

Can you spot the difference?
Read on to know more

You are welcome to join us at Bethany,
call us on 01633 619163, please leave a
message and we will get back to you.

See our website –
www.bethanyrisca.org.uk

Services

Sunday 10.30am  
Live service in chapel
Sunday 6.00pm  
Service online
Tuesday 2.00pm  
Friends together (in the
Chapel’s schoolroom)
Wednesday 2.00pm  
Prayer meeting on zoom
Bible study material
available online.
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Newport 
Bathroom Centre

Newport Bathroom Centre
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

Newport Bathroom Centre
has been installing luxury
and less able wet rooms in
South Wales for many
years.

Our dedicated team are able to
fully project manage your wet
room solution.

CALL NOW
FOR SOME

EXPERT 
ADVICE
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Leak free level access
Wet Rooms

Newport Bathroom Centre 
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

• Easy level access
• No leak tanking system
• Underfloor heating (optional)
• Large selection of tiles
• 16 years of Wet Room 

experience
• Full design service 

computer aided
• Power showers
• Fully project managed
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Having completed more than
80,000 kitchen installations
nationwide, Dream Doors is now
the largest kitchen renovation
company in the UK. Established
in 2001, the company has over
100 showrooms nationwide,
specialising in a made to measure
service. Led by local industry
experts Nick and Catherine
Bexter, they opened the Newport
branch in 2019.
This family run showroom, based
on Caerleon Road, Newport was
praised by the judges for their
‘excellent customer service, high
quality installations and
personalised made to measure
efficiently delivered service.
Offering an online kitchen design

tool, Catherine and Nick also
provide showroom and home
visits, combined with a free no
obligation quote; this is customer
service at its best’.
Delighted to have won, Nick and
Catherine explained that
customer satisfaction is not just a
sales line, they really care about
their customers experience and
happiness. Catherine tells us, ‘We
enjoy taking the time to combine
old and new to achieve a high
quality result in less time, with
less hassle, less cost and less
waste! Whilst our team is great,
Nick and I also try to oversee as
much as possible personally, so
we tend to be involved in every
fit’.

They do as
much or as
little as the
customer
would like,
covering
everything
from brand new kitchens to
quality renovations, where they
replace the doors and worktops
for a fresh new look that is up to
half the price of a brand new
kitchen. Every installation has
manufacture warranties, however,
all their work also comes with a
12 month labour guarantee so
customers also have complete
peace of mind with a
comprehensive after care service.

DREAM DOORS Newport wins Wales
Prestige ‘Kitchen Design Specialists of
the Year Award 2021’

To find out more please visit: 
www.checkatrade.com/dreamdoorsnewport (Checkatrade I.D. – 535538) 

or https://corporatelivewire.com/Awards/Wales21

FREE UNDERLAY
UPGRADE WITH
PROMO CODE 

SW22

Winter
Sale
Now On
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Sudoku

Solution on page 26

The object of sudoku is to  

insert the missing numbers in 

the boxes to satisfy just one  

condition: each row, column 

and 3x3 box must contain 

the digits 1 through to 9  

exactly once. This can be 

done by applying logic – you 

do not have to guess.

Quick Crossword

6 7 9 3 8

4 3

6 8 4

8 4 7

5 4 1 6 8

1 2

3 5 6 9

8 1

9 4 5 1 3 8
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You choose the colour & design We then template and cut to size... ...and then achieve the perfect finish

We supply, fabricate and install
SPECIALISTS IN WORKTOPS AND PANELLING
� We have a large showroom with a massive selection on display

� Remember to bring approximate sizes for an accurate no obligation quotation
� Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location

� Fitting and fabrication services available
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF 
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm

DO YOU NEED SEAMLESS QUALITY
BESPOKE WORKTOPS IN 2022?

Picture shows a recent solid surface install in Cwmbran.
The Worktops, window sill, sink and coved upstands are all joined seamlessly with no silicone or grout needed.
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�

 

VIDEO TAPE
TRANSFERS

TO DVD 
OR USB 

I am local (NP20) so no posting necessary.

Email: jtvideoconversions@gmail.com

Phone: 07488 454164

Convert and transfer all
your 8mm Films, VHS,

VHSc, Betamax, Video 8
and DVI to DVD or USB.

Prices start from £13I CAN 
COLLECT OR

YOU CAN
DROP OFF

Local, reliable and
friendly.
�

Flexible service to
meet your 

requirements.
�

Smoke free, clean
working area. 

�
Collection and 

delivery.

Please call Sally on 
07740 096099

COMPETITIVE 
RATES 

Ironing 
Service

P
uz

zl
e 

S
ol

ut
io

ns

6 7 9 2 4 1 3 8 5

4 5 8 9 7 3 2 1 6

1 2 3 6 8 5 7 9 4

3 8 6 5 2 9 4 7 1

5 9 4 1 6 7 8 2 3

7 1 2 4 3 8 5 6 9

2 3 1 8 5 6 9 4 7

8 6 7 3 9 4 1 5 2

9 4 5 7 1 2 6 3 8
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Opening hours for appointments:
Tuesday 10.00am - 5.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am - 5.00pm
Thursday 10.00am - 5.00pm
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 2.00pm

ASHLEY WILDE 
JUNIPER COLLECTION

Cwmbran Curtains and Blinds are a family
business run by Lyn and Michael, with over 50
years of combined knowledge and experience
in this business, we can help you make your
home look amazing.
When you have an idea of what you want we have the
passion for fabrics and interiors and we can help you
and guide you through the immense range of fabrics to
achieve the right look for your home.

Fabrics are sourced from the UK's leading suppliers and
your bespoke curtains and blinds can be made to your
choice specifications to complete the look.
We offer a full measure, making and fitting service all
done professionally by ourselves.
There is a measuring guide on our website to help you
to supply the correct measurements for your project, or
alternatively book an appointment for a consultation in
our showroom.
We have a vast experience in curtains and fabric blinds
all made in house by us.
Located at 171 Larch Grove Malpas Newport our
showroom has displays of carefully selected fabrics and
styles. We are always here on hand if you need help
with no pressure.

We look forward to offering you a warm welcome to our showroom for your V.I.P experience 
with a no obligation consultation by appointment.

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO - SO WILL YOU!
171 LARCH GROVE 

MALPAS NEWPORT NP20 6LA
MOBILE :07887 677110

www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk 

Covid-19
During these difficult times we are having to run our business in a different way.

We have re-organised our showroom to allow for social distancing and we are operating by appointment only for the
foreseeable future. We have hand sanitizer and various PPE for you to use on arrival for your appointment to keep us

and our customers safe and well. Please call or use our contact form on our website to arrange an appointment.
Many thanks for understanding.



For those of our readers who
have been with us for some
time you will be very aware
our native Mute Swan tends
to exhibit territorial behaviour
towards other swans seen as
intruders and indeed other
waterfowl species. This
phenomenon appears to have
reached new heights in the
case of a very large male
swan whose base (nest site)
is located on the Neath Canal
practically in the middle of
Neath itself. In 2020 this bird
caused mayhem on the
territory of his neighbour
some three miles to the
north-east at Tonna; a
temporary barrier had to be
put in place to keep the two
families apart.

Hostilities were resumed in
2021 but appeared to take on
an even more serious form late
on in the summer and into the
autumn. We don’t know if
anyone witnessed what
happened, but the outcome
was that the ‘Tonna family’
found themselves driven from
their home territory and ended
up at the far south-western end
point of the canal more or less
under the M4 and A48 flyovers;
in essence they had changed
places. As a result the losers in
all of this found themselves
occupying a literal dead-end
with dense vegetation
predominating. The one saving
grace was that there was no
shortage of food, but the
possibility of the cygnets

learning to fly and to stretch
their wings was non-existent.
Given the family’s history, it was
also clear the female had taken
over the leadership role, and the
male was very much taking a
back seat!

Having, at length, set the scene,
it was obvious a major rescue
was absolutely necessary which
would involve the removal of
the entire family – two adults
and four cygnets – from this
dead end trap. In short, our
most challenging rescue in forty
years.

Gary, based in Port Talbot took
on the responsibility of
formulating the plan, but before
this could be brought to fruition,
one of the cygnets was killed as
a result of bored youths
dropping a heavy weight onto
its back from a bridge – a drop
of about 15 metres… Vandalism
is something else we have to
contend with from time to time.

The plan needed the
preparation of a method

statement/risk assessment
which in turn had to be
approved by the local council
and the owners – St. Modwens.
The elements in the plan
involved using food to bribe the
swans to pass under a low
bridge, while preventing them
from ‘backing out’ by means of
a pair of kayakers behind.
Having cleared the bridge. Their
continued forward movement
would be prevented by pallets
lashed to a pair of steel pipes
which cross the canal at this
point. Additionally, a panel of
Heras fencing would be lowered
into the water to prevent them
from re-entering the bridge. In
this way, the swans would be
contained within an area
approximately 5 metres x 2.5
metres allowing us to catch
them relatively easily.

It is a tribute to the
thoroughness of Gary’s
planning and ‘on-the-ground’
preparation that having agreed
to meet at 10.30am on the
appointed day, all the swans
were safely caught, ready to be
moved by 11.00am and moved
they were, back to their original
territory at Tonna – some six
miles away. The only difference
is that we released them above
the lock at Tonna simply to
provide an extra barrier against
the possibility of the angry
(disturbed?) male swan which
was the cause of all this upset,
visiting and looking for trouble
again.

SWAN RESCUE

Story; Peter & Ellen. Photo; Elaine Oakey.
For swan and other wildlife issues please contact Ellen or Peter on 01633 895241 or 07802 472788. Please note,
because there are so few of us, there is a limit to the volume of rescue work we can carry out; for Swan Rescue

South Wales, swans are our priority.

The Tyrant Swan of the Neath
Canal
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Cut me out and keep me safe,
when your boiler lets you down we
won’t, we are here to help.

Tel: 02922 802802  
www.affordableboiler.co

Services  |  Breakdowns  |  New Boilers

We are keeping it simple

Book your own appointment

Build your own quote

No hidden extras

No hard sell

Payment options available

 Start your journey today, visit:

 www.affordableboiler.co

You can book everything yourself online
or call us and we will book it in for you.

Keeping it simple
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GeorgeSt. GeorgeSt.

NEW HOT TUB 
DEPARTMENT

Furniture  � Carpets  � Beds  � Outdoor Living  � Bathrooms  � Kitchens  � Hot tubs  � Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT

SALE NOW ON
From 

£4995*
*Offer for stock items only
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STORE NOW OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 9.30 - 5.00PM

Furniture  � Carpets  � Beds  � Outdoor Living  � Bathrooms  � Kitchens  � Hot tubs  � Saunas

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

G E O R G E  S T R E E T  F U R N I S H E R S
M A S S I V E  S E L E C T I O N  O F  B I G  N A M E S

NEWPORT

WINTER IS A WONDERFUL SEASON
TO USE A HOT TUB

The hot water & massage breathes life back to frozen feet and aching joints. 
Instead of winterizing the spa for the cold, why not make the most of your investment and enjoy it?

GeorgeSt.

STOCK
AVAILABLE

NOW



HIGH CROSS
HOME MAINTENANCE

� Boiler Servicing � Bathrooms
� Installs & Breakdowns � En Suites
� Landlords Gas  safety certificates
� Emergency Call Outs 24/7

Contact Naz Amin

07521 958009
highcrosshomemaintenance@hotmail.com

H

H
C

M

632885


