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Welcome!

If you are interested in advertising your business in
the directory, please contact us to find out about
the very competitive advertising rates. You will
always deal with us directly, like many of the
businesses that advertise in this magazine, we are a
small, independent business and fully appreciate
how much your business means to you.

Hopefully, the weather will be kind to us over the
next couple of months and we’ll all be able to enjoy
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee events planned
between Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th June. Check
out newport.gov.uk/jubilee and local community
groups social media.

COPY DEADLINE
FOR THE
JULY/AUGUST
EDITION
WEDNESDAY
1ST JUNE

Advertising enquiries: Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771
or email contact@swdirectories.co.uk
Editor: Susan Woolford | Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions.
All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication.
SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor.

AFFINITY
NUTRITION
Based at Risca Chiropractic and
Wellness Clinic

Podiatry / Chiropody Services
Clinic and Home Visits


Nail Cutting, Corns, Verrucae, Hard Skin
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Foot Pain Solutions
 Diabetic & Arthritic Foot Care
 Gait Assessment
 Sports Podiatry/Injuries
 Nail Surgery
 Foot Massage
 Children’s Feet
 Disability Experience
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“Ke r Feet”
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John Terrell Bsc (Hons) SRCH
Tel: 01633 614465
Mob: 07508 015662
www.happier-feet.co.uk
john@happierfeet.co.uk
57 Tredegar Street, Risca, NP11 6BW

Helping you maintain health
through diet
Discover how small changes to
your daily food choices can make a
big diﬀerence to your health
Risca
Consultations online or in person at
c
Clini
s
lnes
Wel
and
ctic
Chiropra

Beatrice Cutler BSc Hons
mBANT, CNHC Registered

Nutritional Therapist
07964800523
Dietary change can support IBS symptoms, weight
issues, migraine, infertility, allergies
and many more….

www.aﬃnitynutrition.co.uk

Call us for a FREE Quotation on 01633 615600
RBF Business Centre, Risca, Newport, NP11 6NP
May/June 2022
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Sunday 5th June
1pm-6.15pm Tredegar Park, Risca

In Risca, we have
a history of
celebrating together.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Everyone in Risca will be there.
Will you?
Street entertainers and face-painting
Food, drink and all the usual stalls
Schools competition results

Richard Beavis, Katie Butters, Carys,
The Salvation Army, Crosskeys Silver
Band, Risca Male Choir, and all Risca
primary schools.
May/June 2022
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Welcome

to Risca East Community Council

Newsletter

Hi to all in Ty-sign, Trenewydd Park and Upper Pontymister.
Just to let everybody know what your Community Council have been up to over
the last few weeks in planning to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of
Queen Elizabeth II.

T

he Risca East Community
Council has planted an
Oak tree with a beautiful
bespoke tree guard which is
painted platinum. Two benches
will also be installed in that
We invite you to join
special spot on the field where
us for the official
residents will be able to sit and
opening on Thursday
enjoy the glorious valley that we
the 2nd June at 3pm
live in.
on the ﬁeld
We invite you to join us for the
(Spa Field).
official opening on Thursday the
2nd June at 3pm on the field
(Spa Field).
Ty-Sign Primary School is
holding competitions (one for
poetry and one for a portrait of
the Queen herself). The winners
will take part in the opening
celebrations.
Hope the sun is shining so
please bring a picnic and enjoy
the day with us.
There are lots of other events
happening in our area where we
will all be able join in with each
other and have fun.
See you there.
https://www.riscaeastcc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/RiscaEastCommunityCouncil/
https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/event/community-event-to-celebrate-tree-planting-and-newbenches-for-queens-platinum-jubilee/
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DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company



Unit D1- D3 Pontymister Industrial
Estate, Risca NP11 6NP
Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk
www.dawntoduskautos.co.uk
May/June 2022

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including
new vehicles under warranty
Car & Commercial repair work carried out
Diesel specialist
Clutch specialist
Brake specialist
MOT
Exhausts
Air conditioning








DIAGNOSIS
 ELECTRICAL  Engine Management
 ABS
 Alternators
 Starter Motors  Air bag
Batteries
 Central Locking

FREE LOCAL
COLLECTION
& DELIVERY
swdirectories.com
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Did you know?
RCV UK are a Risca based charity,
working from We Connect Coffee
Shop & Pantry in Tredegar Street.
Also in Channel View Community
Centre, Hafod Y Bryn and The
Centre @ St Davids in Ty Sign.
Despite starting as a response to the
pandemic, the services we can
provide were already needed. The
isolation, loneliness, food poverty and
social anxiety felt by many people in
and around Risca and Rogerstone
were already there and that’s why we
are continuing to offer all the support
we can.
We currently support around 470
people / families regularly, we make
170 phone calls a week to check in
with neighbours and people who are
isolated. Luckily, we have over 200
volunteers and three members of staff
who manage the coffee shop.
With such an increase in the cost of
living lately, we’re here at We Connect

Pantry to help even more. Available to
anyone, just come along on Monday
or Tuesday between 4pm and 6pm
and sign up. You pay £2 membership
which allows you to purchase up to 24
baskets over 6 months. Each basket
will cost just £3 but will contain
anywhere between £15 and £20 worth
of items of your choice.
Additionally, RCV UK aim to become
carbon positive, and we have recently
leased an electric accessible vehicle
additionally the food that we distribute
through the pantry would otherwise
have gone to waste. Even our
takeaway cups and boxes are
biodegradable.
We Connect are also hosting support
partners, to provide place-based
support to everyone. These partners
include Platform, Communities for
Work, DWP and the Caerphilly
Tenancy and Benefits Support Teams.
So, whether you need support for your

mental health, Caerphilly tenancies,
benefits, finding a job, even if you own
your house or privately rent, these
services are available to you too. Call
us on 01633 848899 to make an
appointment.
We Connect Café is open to everyone,
whether you’re looking for a warm,
welcoming hot drink and tasty snacks
in a relaxed atmosphere, whether you
want to bring the kids or the dog, or
whether you’d like to speak to one of
our volunteers; everyone is welcome.
Every penny spent in the Café goes
back to the charity so that we can
continue helping the local community;
so come along, we’d love your
support.
What else do we offer? Dog friendly,
colouring books, a book and jigsaw
exchange, internet café and phone
chargers. We have gluten free and
vegan alternatives (our facon rolls are
to die for). The list is endless!

We Connect Café is open Monday to Saturday 8am to 2pm, and the Pantry Monday and Tuesday
4pm to 6pm. There’s a big warm welcome waiting for you.

Carpet and Upholstery
Cleaning Specialist

Proud to be
Endorsed


Stain, Odour & Spot Removal



Flood Damage/Restoration
Work Undertaken



Upholstery and Leather Suites



Carpets & Rugs



Competitive Prices



24 Hour Emergency Call Out



Free Surveys/Estimates



Full Liability Insurance



Domestic & Commercial

NCCA Member 1490

01633 265458 / 07840 554485
info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk

May/June 2022
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RAILWAY
STREET
RISCA

By Bernard Osment
In 1903, the Postmaster of Risca Post Office wrote a letter to the Council to complain
that owing to many of the streets in Risca having no names, and the houses having no
numbers, he had great difficulty in delivering letters to the right property.

I

t was not until some seven years
later that most of the streets in
Risca were given the names, and
houses the numbers, that we
recognise today.
‘Railway Street’, was the name given to
the footpath, locally known as the
Church Path that stretched from the
rear of St. Mary’s Church, down the
side of the railway line, to join the
Main Road near the Long Bridge,
today the site of Risca Builders.
In the 1901 and earlier censuses,
properties in the street were listed by
their location, Near the church, near
the Yew Tree, near the Collier’s Arms,
etc. Others by the builders or owners
name, Green’s Buildings, William’s
Houses, etc. and others by name, Star
Cottage, Blue Bell Cottage, etc.
In the late 1840’s, two small collier’s
cottages were knocked into one to
10
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make the public house known as the
Collier’s Arms. It closed in 1907 after
being refused the renewal of its
licence on the grounds of ‘general
inefficiency’.
The surveyor report stated that the
staircase up to the bedrooms and
down to the cellar and kitchen, both

come from the bar parlour and are in
a very dangerous state, moreover are
in a very dark corner. Situated in the
narrow lane, opposite the high
retaining wall of the railway line, no
direct light penetrates the front
windows of the house. The dwellings,
tenements in the immediate vicinity,
are not habitable, and in all
probability will in the future be done
away with. There are no proper
sanitary arrangements in the house.
The building could not be more
unsuitable for licenced premises.
Prior to the closure of the Collier’s
Arms and the nearby Yew Tree Inn
and Miner’s Arms in 1906, there were,
within 400 yards of the street, ten
public houses serving a population
1110. One public house for every 110
persons.
The 1911 census shows that there
May/June 2022

were 47 properties in Railway Street,
numbered 1 to 47, No.17 being a lockup shop. Numbers 32 to 41, known as
Green’s Buildings, were erected in the
mid 1840’s. It was a four-storey high
tenement block of ten houses, five on
the top, at street level, and five below.
Each had a kitchen, front room, and
two bedrooms. Access to each house
on the top level was by a bridge over
the six feet wide alley way at the rear
of the lower houses. These were
accessed, as were the gardens and
toilets of the upper level, by steps
down the sides of the buildings. At the
front of the lower level houses, the
rear of the tenement, each house had
a toilet at the far end of their garden,
discharging into Risca Brook.
At a Council meeting in May 1906 the
Housing Inspector reported on the
pollution of Risca Brook. Some
tenants of the houses of Green
Buildings were using some old privies,
thereby causing the brook to become
polluted, although new privies or
closets, connected to the new
sewerage system, had been provided.
In March 1919 at the auction sale of
the estate of the late Dr Robathan of
the Grove, Risca, Nos 32 to 41 (Green
Buildings) and six other houses, Nos
18 to 23, in Railway Street were
offered for sale.
The 1922 Voters Register lists 46
households living in Railway Street
At a meeting of the Council in 1929,
the dirty state of the street was
highlighted when the Sanitary
Inspector asked for an appeal to be
made to the householders in the
street, to cease the practice of shaking
their mats at their front doors, and
shake them at the rear, after 8.00am.
As the residents of the South end of
the street were in the habit of placing
their ashes against the railway
retaining wall, opposite their front
doors, with the result that the ashes
were blown and kicked about, and
therefore caused a nuisance to persons
using the road from Railway Street to
the Long Bridge, it was suggested that
an ash-bin be constructed at the end
of the street.
Following the publishing of the Slum
Clearance Act in 1930, the Council

May/June 2022

were given a limited time to carry out
repairs or the houses had to be
demolished.
By 1939 only 36 houses remained. By
1960 the number was down to 29 and
by 1970 just 16. All that remain today
are 8, numbers 26 and 42 to 48.
The following men lived in Railway
Street but died elsewhere.
Two of them died when they went off
to work to earn a living. Charles
English of Greens Building was 46
when he died in the explosion at the
North Risca Colliery in July 1880. He
was buried in St Mary’s Churchyard.
Leslie Even, aged 20, of No.39, was
killed in an accident at Risca Colliery
in July 1934.
Five men died when they went off to
fight for our Country in the Great
War of 1914-1918.
Herbert Owen Jones of No.12, son of
Richard and Sarah Ann Jones, died,
aged 17, on the 8th August 1915.
Herbert was one of the 121 crew
members lost in the North Sea, when
HMS Saxon was torpedoed and sunk
by a German U-Boat. He is buried in
Norway.
William James Jones of No.15, son of
Warren and Emily Jones, died, aged
23, on the 28th January 1917. A
Private in the South Wales Borderers
he was killed in action and buried in
France.
John David Sibley of No.23, husband
of Sarah Ann, and father of three
children, died, aged 37, on the 1st
August 1917, of wounds received in
action at the battle of Passchendaele.
He is buried in Belgium.
Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector
carried out a survey of the housing
conditions in Risca. Many of the
houses in Railway Street had the lower
storeys built into the embankment of
the roadway. These houses were
classed as ‘underground and back to
earth tenements’, many having rooms
with no back or side windows or any
through ventilation. Of the 39 houses
occupied in 1933, 21 of them were
classed as being unfit for human
occupation; this included the lower
storey of Green’s Building. Owners

William Charles Bridge of No.37, son
of Charles and Elizabeth Bridge, died,
aged 19, on the 6th October 1918, of
wounds received in action. Buried in
France he is remembered on the St
Mary’s Church War Memorial.
Herbert George Watkins of No.45,
son of George Henry and Elizabeth
Watkins, died, aged 24, on the 9th
August 1915. He was killed by
shrapnel just 20 days after arriving in
Gallipoli. Buried in Turkey, he is
remembered on the St Mary’s Church
War Memorial.

swdirectories.com
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BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH
RISCA

WHAT IS HAPPENING
AT BETHANY
getting back to ‘normal’

THER
FRIENDS TOGE m.

Tuesdays 2.00p
new
Come and make
mes and
friends, enjoy ga
a cuppa.
have a chat and

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 10.30am
Morning service live in
the chapel.6.00pm
online service.

PRAYER MEETI
NG
Wednesday 2.0
0pm
on ZOOM.
BIBLE STUDY on
line.

OPEN CHURCH
AND
COFFEE MORNI
NG

LERS GROUP

TODD
- 11.30.
Wednesday 9.30 urn of
ret
the
ly
ful
pe
Ho
y
the noise of happ
ts,
toddlers. Paren
d
grandparents an
lcome.
childminders we

YRE
CHRISTMAS FA

November
d of
Lots of stalls an
ristmas.
Ch
r
the
Fa
e
urs
co
nted.
Stall holders wa

AFTERNOON TEA
SERVICE
On occasions we are
having a service with a
difference. Watch the
notice board for dates.

LUNCH AND MUNCH
Monthly Monday event.
Come and munch a lunch.
Look at church notice
board for date and time.

Friday 10.00am-12
If you fancy a qu .00pm.
iet time to
sit and think the
chapel will
be open then co
me and
enjoy a nice cup
of
tea/coffee and
chat and make
new friends.

?

ANY IDEAS

We are ready to
listen
to any suggestio
ns.

Our motto is Sharing Jesus together in Fellowship
www.bethanyrisca.org.uk
Tel: 01633 619163
Please leave a message and we will get back to you.

Cwmbran Curtains and Blinds are a family
business run by Lyn and Michael, with over 50
years of combined knowledge and experience
in this business, we can help you make your
home look amazing.
When you have an idea of what you want we have the
passion for fabrics and interiors and we can help you
and guide you through the immense range of fabrics to
achieve the right look for your home.

ASHLEY WILDE
JUNIPER COLLECTION

Fabrics are sourced from the UK's leading suppliers and
your bespoke curtains and blinds can be made to your
choice specifications to complete the look.
We offer a full measure, making and fitting service all
done professionally by ourselves.
There is a measuring guide on our website to help you
to supply the correct measurements for your project, or
alternatively book an appointment for a consultation in
our showroom.
We have a vast experience in curtains and fabric blinds
all made in house by us.
Located at 171 Larch Grove Malpas Newport our
showroom has displays of carefully selected fabrics and
styles. We are always here on hand if you need help
with no pressure.

We look forward to offering you a warm welcome to our showroom for your V.I.P experience
with a no obligation consultation by appointment.
Covid-19
During these difficult times we are having to run our business in a different way.
We have re-organised our showroom to allow for social distancing and we are operating by appointment only for the
foreseeable future. We have hand sanitizer and various PPE for you to use on arrival for your appointment to keep us
and our customers safe and well. Please call or use our contact form on our website to arrange an appointment.
Many thanks for understanding.

Opening hours for appointments:
Tuesday 10.00am - 5.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am - 5.00pm
Thursday 10.00am - 5.00pm
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm
May/June 2022
Saturday 10.00am - 2.00pm

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO - SO WILL YOU!
171 LARCH GROVE
MALPAS NEWPORT NP20 6LA
MOBILE :07887 677110
swdirectories.com
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www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk

Handyman Services
NO JOB
TOO
SMALL



Carpentry  General DIY  Plastering  Rendering
 All Types of Property Maintenance Work
 All Work Guaranteed
Contact: Grahame Anzani

Tel: 01633 891007 Mob: 07767 696168
alphapm3@gmail.com
71 Squires Gate, Rogerstone NP10 0BQ

14
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FREE
no obligation
quote on all
work

May/June 2022
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial
Fully Qualified with over
22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local
Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable
Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff
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 Fencing
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We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something
regular you’re looking for

Now proud members of the
Marshalls register

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009
Follow us for News and Offers

You

www.japonica.co.uk
May/June 2022
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Surround your prope
Maintenance Free
ColourFence are transforming
gardens across Newport, Cwmbran,
Caerleon, Pontypool & Monmouthshire

The only fence that won’t
•warp •crack •shrink •rot •peel
•break •blow over

...Well for 25 years,* at least!

16
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*T’ & C’s Available Online

May/June 2022

rty with our...
Fencing, Gates & Railings
Our guarantee!
• Low Maintenance
• Strong
• Good Value
• Outstanding Quality
• Choice of Colours Available
• 10-year maintenance-free guarantee* against
corrosion and peeling

For a free no-obligation site visit, please call Chris & Karen on
May/June
2022
swdirectories.com
Tel:
01633
526 247 or visit www.colourfence.co.uk
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Let’s Not Make It Silly Season
on Twmbarlwm Again
The top of the Iron Age Hill Fort on Twmbarlwm was
devastated by wildﬁres in the summer of 2018

t’s only March as I settle down
to think about what to put in this
Iarticle
and I hear on the news
that there are already reports
of mountain grassland ﬁres
throughout Wales, from Mynydd
Tal-y-Mignedd in the north to
Abertridwr and Wattsville here in
Caerphilly – and I breathe
out another long sigh
of incredulity.
I was hoping to write
an uplifting positive
article about how work is
progressing on Twmbarlwm
with our landscape and archaeology
projects but I feel I must address the
problems that ﬁres bring.
We are approaching the fourth
anniversary of the ﬁres that
devastated much of the landscape
around our precious scheduled
monument of Twmbarlwm and I’m
hoping that with a bit more public
awareness and co-operation we can
keep it ﬁre-free for much further into
the future.
The problem with heathland such
as on the top of Twmbarlwm is that
if the dead material at the base of
the grass, winberry and heather is

not removed by grazing or physical
means it becomes a huge fuel
burden that adds to the intensity
of any ﬁre. Which is why one of our
projects at the moment is looking
at improved management of the
sward so as to reduce the severity
of damage should a ﬁre occur again.
CTS is in discussions with
the Commoners, Cadw
and CCBC to decide
how best to reduce
the fuel burden. It will
involve manual means
such as strimming some
areas, spraying bracken on the
steeper slopes and allowing more
intensive grazing by livestock on the
monument itself.
So you see, the Society is trying
to do its bit to prevent ﬁres but
unfortunately it is always going to
be diﬃcult to stop the culprits of
deliberate anti-social behaviour –
but let’s not stop trying to hammer
the message home. We can’t stress
enough the signiﬁcance of the
harm they do to the environment
and wildlife, or the danger they
bring to the homes and lives of the
community.

Fly-tipping is often set alight and creates
a major concern in our countryside.

I can only urge you law-abiding
members of the public to report any
potential problems you encounter,
such as ﬂy-tipping or suspicious
behaviour, to the police on their 101
non-emergency service.
Another common factor in the
accidental ignition of ﬁres is the use
of disposable barbecues, particularly
as we approach the summer
months when people want to get
out into the countryside to enjoy a
picnic. I’ve lost count of the number
I have found just placed directly on
the ground that have burned straight
through to the dry grass beneath.
They are often left smouldering until
a gust of wind whips the sparks into
a uncontrollable wildﬁre.
So don’t be silly, be aware of
the consequences of ﬁre and let’s
enjoy the Twmbarlwm landscape,
trouble-free through the dry
summer days.
Terry Evans,Chairman
Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society

CTS meet at the car park below
Twmbarlwm’s summit for a litter pick
and volunteer workday on the last
Sunday of every month to which
everyone is invited, it’s not all hard work
and it’s a great opportunity to ﬁnd your
way around up there. We organise
walks and other events throughout
the year so watch our website and
Facebook page for details.
The long-term eﬀect of wildﬁre on our ﬂora and fauna is immeasurable
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www.twmbarlwm.co.uk
May/June 2022

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

R.Howells

SW Directories
ROGERSTONE

SW Directories offers a low cost and
effective way to acquire more
business.
Established in 2006, the Directories
are extensively used and respected
by our readers.

PLUMBING & HEATING



Local Business & Community Magazines
DIRECTORY

Central Heating Systems  New Boiler Installations
 Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
 Landlord’s Certificates  Plastering  Tiling
 Domestic & Commercial Services
 Bathroom Installation  Local & Reliable Service
 Over 15 Years’ Experience

No Job Too SMALL!
Call Ryan on 07789 996779
ISSUE 86
SEPTEMBER
2020

Email: ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com
www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

25,500 copies are delivered to homes
and local businesses six times a year.
DIRECTORY
The seven Directories cover Alltyryn,
Bassaleg & Rhiwderin, Caerleon,
Malpas, Newport (Beechwood, St
Julian’s, Celtic Horizons, Duffyrn,
Lysaght Village, Glan Llyn, Mon Bank),
Rogerstone, Risca (Crosskeys,
Pontywaun & Cwmcarn).
It’s easy to be in the magazine, call us today to find
out about our special offers.
SW DIRECTORIES

NEWPORT

SEPTEMBER
2020

SW DIRECTORIES

SW DIRECTORIES

To advertise call Leslie on 07725 888070 or
01633 892771
Email: contact@swdirectories.co.uk
Website: www.swdirectories.com

Pontymister Welfare Bowls Club
Springfield Road, Pontymister, NP11 6LY
We are seeking new and established bowlers of all ages to come and
join us for the 2022 bowling season from April to September.
We are a friendly club warmly
welcoming all new members.
You may wish to take part in
team matches or just come
along for friendly games with
other club members. Coaching
and guidance is readily
available to all for free.
We are open daily throughout
the summer months. During the
winter months we hold social
evenings and quizzes at our
well stocked bar in the
clubhouse.
Please come along and meet
us.
May/June 2022

For further information please visit our website at
https://pontymisterwelfarebowls.club
or email the club secretary at -dixontreetops@aol.com
swdirectories.com
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Newport
Bathroom Centre

Newport Bathroom Centre
has been installing luxury
and less able wet rooms in
South Wales for many
years.
Our dedicated team are able to
fully project manage your wet
room solution.

CALL NOW
FOR SOME
EXPERT
ADVICE

Newport Bathroom Centre
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN
20
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Tel: 01633 26 26 29

info@newportbathroomcentre.com

May/June 2022

Leak free level access
Wet Rooms

• Easy level access
• No leak tanking system
• Underfloor heating (optional)
• Large selection of tiles
• 16 years of Wet Room
experience
• Full design service
computer aided
• Power showers
• Fully project managed

Newport Bathroom Centre
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
May/June 2022

info@newportbathroomcentre.comswdirectories.com
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RISCA MUSEUM

The Camp, Crosskeys
This article resulted from an
enquiry to the Risca Museum
from a lady who asked for
information as she had her
father’s birth certificate from
1952 which gave ‘Place of Birth’
as ‘The Camp, Crosskeys’. By
coincidence, a recent visitor to
the Museum revealed that both
he and his brother were born
there in the late 1940’s. We
have no photographs but it may
well have been similar to that
shown below. It is not known
when they were removed but
the concrete bases on which
they stood were still visible in
1956.
During WW1 the need arose for
buildings that were economical in
the use of materials and also
portable. A design by Major Peter
Nissen of the Royal Engineers
was accepted and put into
production in August 1916. Parts
were prefabricated, could be
packed into a standard Army
wagon and erected by six men in
four hours (the world record was
1 hour 27 minutes!).
Over 100,000 were produced
during the war, Nissen took out a
patent, but this only applied to
huts sold after the war. They were
used for storage and for
accommodation. Production of
Nissen huts waned between the
wars but revived in 1939 with
Nissen Buildings Ltd. waiving its
patent rights for wartime
production.
A small number of Nissen huts

22
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(perhaps six or eight) were
erected on a plot of ground
between Risca House and
Waunfawr Park Road,
currently part of the
Crosskeys College car park
opposite the Waunfawr
Park changing rooms.
Although they may have been
erected for other purposes,
towards the end of WW2 they
were used to house Italian
prisoners of war.
There were no armed guards or
barbed wire, the Italians laboured
on local farms and did other work
but mixed freely with the local
population on friendly terms. In
wintertime, hand-knitted gloves
and scarves were given to those
used to a warmer, drier climate.
On Sundays the POW’s marched
as a group to the Catholic church
in Risca linking up, on the way,
with another group of Italians who
were being housed in the St.
Mary’s Church Sunday School
building opposite the church.

When
the war ended and the Italians
were repatriated, the empty huts
were soon occupied by local
families, mostly those who had
spent the war years in
overcrowded conditions. These
were not slums, they were
transformed into proper homes,
with a neighbour in Waunfawr
Park Road stating that some were
‘little palaces.’
The occupants included returning
servicemen and their wives, the
latter having spent the war years
still living with their parents and
siblings. Unsurprisingly, this
resulted in births taking place in
the Nissen huts with the place of
birth on the official birth certificate
stating ‘The Camp, Crosskeys’.
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Quick Crossword
Across
7 Road with houses each side (6)
8 Attorney
9 At liberty (4)
10 Fight (8)
11 Promised (7)
13 Be in accord (5)
15 Spectre (5)
17 Most delicate (7)
20 Entering a country by force (8)
21 Assist (4)
22 Dreaded (6)
23 Skilled (6)
Down
1 Depots (6)
2 Existed (4)
3 Piled (7)
4 Dull (5)
5 After sunset (8)
6 Save (6)
12 First floor (8)
14 Protective spectacles (7)

16
18
19
21

Chased relentlessly (6)
Wages (6)
Take care of (5)
Joints above the thighs (4)

Sudoku
9

4

5

8

2
1

3
7

3

8

4
7

2

4
3

9

4

7

The object of sudoku is to
insert the missing
7
6
numbers in the boxes to
satisfy just one
condition: each row,
9
column and 3x3 box must
contain the digits 1
6
Puzzle solutions on page
38 to 9 exactly once.
through
This can be done by
applying logic – you do
not have to guess.

1
Puzzle solutions on page 29

4
2
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AWARD WINNING BESPOKE
WORKTOPS MADE IN NEWPORT

Picture shows a recent installation for a customer in Radyr.
Solid Surface worktops in Staron Cotton White along with a Custom fabricated 80mm thick wood effect Laminate Island centre piece.

SPECIALISTS IN SOLID SURFACE, LAMINATE AND PANELLING
VISIT OUR LARGE SHOWROOM TO VIEW OUR HUGE SELECTION
OF WORKTOPS ON DISPLAY
l

Remember to bring approximate sizes of your kitchen/worktops and drawings if possible
l We can provide free accurate, no obligation quotations
l Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location
l We can offer cutting to size, all fabrication and ﬁtting services
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

YOU CHOOSE THE COLOUR & DESIGN

WE THEN TEMPLATE AND CUT TO SIZE...

...AND THEN ACHIEVE THE PERFECT FINISH

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF
01633 251908 info@wtlaminates.co.uk www.wtlaminates.co.uk
Opening Times
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm

#thetoppeople

Gwerinwyr Gwent Diary
Finally, after more than two
years Gwerinwyr Gwent has
been able to dance in public
again, and what a day we
chose for our comeback!
Sunday 27th March saw us
back at one of our old
favourites: Llanover (open to
the public as part of the
National Garden Scheme’s
charity fund raising), on a
beautiful sunny afternoon.
Llanover is the first garden of the
season to open in Gwent, so
what with the lovely weather and
it being Mothering Sunday,
people just flooded in and a
huge sum was raised for charity.
Only six dancers were available,
and we felt rather nervous as we
have had so little practice. We
performed almost our entire
repertoire of three-couple
dances (nine in all), so obviously
everyone had to dance every
dance and we are definitely not
100% ‘match-fit’ yet. Fortunately
we had an excellent band of six
talented musicians with us, and
they entertained the audience
with musical interludes to enable
the dancers to catch their breath.
If only we could have their
services at every booking, we
desperately need to recruit extra
musicians as well as dancers.
The vast majority of people were
there to view the beautiful
garden with its swathes of
daffodils
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lining the drive, and magnolia
and blossom trees dotted
beside the stream that runs
through the grounds, only
watching us in passing or
while taking refreshments.
So it was a good relaxing
place to practice
appearing in public once more.
It will be very different at one of
our next outings, the Tredegar
House Folk Festival, on the
weekend of the 6th - 8th May.
There the audience definitely will
be sitting watching us, but we
will have just a 15 minute spot so
can concentrate on practicing
the three or four dances that we
choose to perform.
On the subject of the folk
festival, there are two
amendments to details published
in the previous magazine. Sadly
there will be no mini Gwyl Plant

this
year, and also
German dancers
Schwabishe Trachtengruppe
from Heidenheim, Newport’s
twin town, have postponed their
visit until 2023. Both of these
cancellations are for the same
understandable reason, lack of
practice. But, as the website
states, there will still be the finest
Welsh, UK and International folk
dance teams you will ever see in
one place in Britain and all with
free entry! Meirani from Latvia
will be headlining.

Gwerinwyr Gwent would love to recruit some new dancers,
especially men! Welsh dance steps are basic and few, it is just the
patterns of the dances that need to be learned. We would also be
delighted to welcome extra musicians to join our little band.
Practice night is Thursday 8-10pm at the Graig Community Hall,
Bassaleg (opposite the Ruperra Arms). Either just come along,
ring 01495 271953 for more details, or check out our website
www.gwerinwyrgwent.org.uk or Facebook page.we can.
Performing for audiences around the site may be less stressful,
but enjoyable nevertheless. It is also most important to
demonstrate our Welsh dance and music traditions.
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Garolla g
garage
g doors are strong
g
and solidly built. They’re made to
measure in our own UK factories.
The electric Garolla door rolls up
vertically taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage.
Our expert installers will fit your
new door and take away the old
one so there’s no mess.

Only £89
Onl
£895
5 for
fo
f
a fully ﬁtted
te
electric door.
r.
Gotta get a Garolla.
ro

Give us a call today and
we’ll come and measure up
completely Free.

GOTTA
TA GET A GAROLLA
NOW ONLY
LY

£895

CALL US TODAY




WA £1,354
WAS
INC VAT
VA
AT

WHAT’S
AT INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

MOBILE
  


)5(((;3(570($685,1* ),77,1*
7:2 5(027( &21752/6
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7+(50$/ ,168/$7,21

www.garolla.co.uk
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Ironing
Service
Local, reliable and
friendly.



Flexible service to
meet your
requirements.



Smoke free, clean
working area.



COMPETITIVE
RATES

Collection and
delivery.

Please call Sally on
07740 096099
swdirectories.com
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Congratulations to George Street Furnishers
Celtic Spas are pleased to announce
that George Street Furnishers have been
appointed Wales’ first ‘Platinum Dealer’
for Hanscraft Hot Tubs

D

esign award winning
Hanscraft Hot Tubs are
made in the EU and use
European pumps &
components with American
acrylic, spa computers and jets.
There is a huge range of sizes
and specifications utilising the
latest technology. Luke
Sheppard said "we have had
great success over the previous
18 months with hot tubs and
are delighted to now be able to
bring Hanscraft Hot tubs to
Wales. The build quality and
insulation are second to none in
the Hot Tub industry. We have
five new models added to our in
store offering with more new
displays arriving soon and stock
already in our warehouse ready
to go".

Other benefits include:
• UV Medical lamp water
cleaning system
• Water ionisation cleaning
system
• Optional quality subwoofer
music system
• Multiple pump and blower
options
• Titanium heaters for optimum
efficiency
• Touchscreen topside controls
for ease of use
• Wi-Fi Modules available to
control your spa while your
away from home

Benefits of Hanscraft European
Hot Tubs: True hydromassage
jets with ‘TRIPLE PLUS
INSULATION’, a 50mm Cabinet
insulation & premium thermo
cover. Stock is held in the UK

Hanscraft believe that relaxation
is an important part of a healthy
balanced lifestyle. Their hot
tubs therefore offer a premium
quality spa experience that is
affordable for families with

for quick delivery & installation.
Hanscraft provide the ability to
specify your own colours and
specifications and delivery
within 8 weeks from Europe.

children, active sportsmen as
well as couples, that want to
enjoy simple peaceful moments
in each other‘s company.

If you are looking for a hot
tub in 2022, we would
recommend you visit
George Street Furnishers
in Newport and see
Hanscraft hot tubs on
display.
The team will be able to
demonstrate to you all the
benefits of buying a quality
European made product.
George Street Furnishers take
care of the delivery and
installation of the hot tub. They
are always on hand to answer
any questions & have some
fantastic introductory offers in
store now with up to £1000 Off
plus multiple display model
offers available.

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

NEWPORT

G EORGE S TREET F URNISHERS
MASSIVE SELECTION OF BIG NAME
Fur niture

l

C a rp e ts

l

Beds

l

Outdoor Living

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)
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HOT TUB SALE
Save upto £1000

EXCLUSIVE TO

GeorgeSt.

NEWPORT
Furniture

l

G EORGE S TREET F URNISHERS

Carpets

HANSCRAFT HOT TUBS

l

Beds

l

Outdoor Living

l

Bathrooms

l

Kitchens

l

Hot tubs

l

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 1EN (Just off George Street Bridge on A48)

www.georgestreet.co.uk l 01633 214 241

Saunas

H C
H M HOME MAINTENANCE

HIGH CROSS

G Bathrooms
Boiler Servicing
G Installs & Breakdowns
G En Suites
G Landlords Gas safety certificates
G Emergency Call Outs 24/7
G

07521 958009
Contact Naz Amin

highcrosshomemaintenance@hotmail.com

632885

