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Thinking of Selling Your Home? 
Call 01633 746 088 Free Valuations 

Wales’s Highest Selling Local Branch, Six Years Running! 



Podiatry / Chiropody Services
Clinic and Home Visits

� Nail Cutting, Corns, Verrucae, Hard Skin
� Ingrowing Toenails
� Foot Pain Solutions
� Diabetic & Arthritic Foot Care
� Gait Assessment
� Sports Podiatry/Injuries
� Nail Surgery
� Foot Massage
� Children’s Feet
� Disability Experience

John Terrell Bsc (Hons) SRCH
Tel: 01633 614465

Mob: 07508 015662
www.happier-feet.co.uk
john@happierfeet.co.uk

57 Tredegar Street, Risca, NP11 6BW

Based at Risca Chiropractic and 
Wellness Clinic

“Keeping
 You

On Your F
eet”

KITCHEN  
INSTALLATION 

& REPAIRS 
DO NOT PAY INFLATED 

STORE PRICES 
 
 

∑

∑

07593 025453 

Complete installations or just upgrade 
with new hinges, drawers, worktops,  

doors etc. 
Door re-alignment service. 

No job too small. 
Over 30 years experience. 

Welcome!
If you are interested in advertising your business in the 
directory, please contact us to find out about the very 
competitive advertising rates. You will always deal with 
us directly, like many of the businesses that advertise in 
this magazine, we are a small, independent family 
business and fully appreciate how much your business 
means to you.  
 

Hopefully, the weather will warm up a little over the 
next couple of months and we’ll all be able to take a 
walk in our beautiful countryside and benefit from some 
spring sunshine. 
Wishing you all a Happy Easter.  

Editor: Susan Woolford   |   Sales & Distribution: Leslie Woolford 
The editor cannot accept any liability to any party for loss or damage caused by errors or omissions.  

All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has been given for use in the publication.  
SW Directories does not officially endorse any advertising material included within this publication.  

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of the editor.  

Advertising enquiries: Telephone Leslie on 07725 888070 or 01633 892771 or  
email contact@swdirectories.co.uk 
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� Local Locksmith – Local Prices
� Fast Response – No Call Out Fee
� DBS Checked
� MPL Certified
� NCFE Accredited
� uPVC Specialist – All Makes
� Doors – Windows – Garage 

(No Cars)
� Key Cutting Available On Site
� Approved Locks Available

www.citylocksmithsgwent.co.uk

CITY
LOCKSMITHS

GWENT LTD

CALL TODAY ON:

01633 560115

NO
CALLOUT
CHARGE

NO
VAT

Over 
1,380 5h 
 Online 

Reviews

NO 
CALLOUT 
CHARGE

Unit D1- D3 Pontymister Industrial
Estate, Risca NP11 6NP 

Telephone: 01633 614999
Email: contactus@dawnanddusk.co.uk    

www.dawntoduskautos.co.uk

DAWN TO DUSK AUTOS
A Complete Garage Service from an Established Family Company 

�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�

MECHANICAL
All makes & models serviced including
new vehicles under warranty
Car & Commercial repair work carried out
Diesel specialist
Clutch specialist 
Brake specialist
MOT 
Exhausts
Air conditioning

ELECTRICAL
Alternators
Starter Motors
Batteries

FREE LOCAL 
COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY 

DIAGNOSIS
Engine Management
ABS
Air bag
Central Locking

�



Improve,
Don’t Move!
Maximise the value of your home

  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM
  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

PREMIUM  3.4M  ANTHRACITE
£1,990

GAROLLA     PREMIUM
Increased Security • Double Insulation

One-Touch Close

£895
COMPACT • UP TO 2.4M

01633 383 321

www.garolla.co.uk

9.8 out of 10 4.8 out of 5

BESPOKE ELECTRIC DOORS MANUFACTURED IN THE UK

FREE 
FITTING
PAYMENT ON 
INSTALLATION
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RISCA MUSEUM

It is amongst the earliest 
printing presses to be made 
entirely of iron. For more 

than 450 years printing 
presses had remained much 
the same as that used by 
Gutenberg - the ‘common 
press’ as it is frequently called 
was made entirely from wood. 
The very first example of a 
printing press constructed 
from iron is accepted to be 
that invented and 
manufactured in London by 
Charles (Lord) Stanhope 
sometime around 1800 and 
George Clymer may well have 
been inspired by the ‘Stanhope’ 
press in his design of The 
Columbian. 
George Clymer was an 
American, born in Philadelphia 
in 1754 and it is likely that his 
first Columbian press was 
manufactured around 1813. 
Although some machines were 
sold in America it did not prove 
as popular as he had hoped - 
American printers seemingly 
content with the considerably 
cheaper wooden presses in 
spite of these producing 
poorer quality print. Clymer, at 
the age of 64, made the 
decision to try his luck in 

England and moved to London 
around 1818. 
The Columbian proved popular 
in Britain and, in 1925, was 
praised by Thomas Hansard 
(printer of the Parliamentary 
Debates). The earliest British 
made presses carried the name 
of George Clymer but at some 
point between 1825 and 1830 a 
partnership was entered into 
with Samuel Dixon and presses 
began to carry the name of 
Clymer & Dixon – as shown on 
the press at the Risca Museum. 
The Columbian was capable of 
producing broadsheet 
newspaper and posters in one 
pull, speeding up the printing 
operation and their use 
continued well into the 20th 
Century. 
After Clymer’s death in 1834, 
Dixon took on other partners 
and the company expanded, 
issuing licenses worldwide 
although machines were 
labelled with the makers name 
and place of manufacture. 
Around 40 companies in 8 
countries are known to have 

made Columbian presses. 
In a world-wide census 
compiled between 2013 and 
2017, 415 surviving presses 
were identified about half in 
UK. None of the original 
American presses survive and 
only about 40 made during 
Clymer’s lifetime which includes 
the Risca Museum press made 
in 1832.  The Science Museum 
in London, The Smithsonian 
Museum in USA and the 
National Museum of Scotland 
all have later examples. 
Additionally, most survivors are 
not working but, thanks to 
Adrian & Richard of the British 
Printing Society, ours is. Whist 
the Museum is open every 
Saturday from 10am to 
12.30pm, on one Saturday each 
month Adrian & Richard are 
operating the Columbian as 
well as discussing all aspects of 
the printing industry. In the 
coming months, they will be 
there on 11th March, 8th April, 
6th May & 3rd June but check 
our website or Facebook page 
in case of a late change. 

The Columbian Printing Press
This very fine example of a 
Columbian printing press was 
manufactured in London in 1832 
at the Finsbury Street works of 
Clymer and Dixon, it now resides 
at the Risca Museum. The press 
had been purchased by The 
Starling Press in Risca who 
bought it second hand and 
owned it for 74 years. 

To support the Museum why not become a Friend of Risca Museum for just £10 a year.  
Details on the website and Facebook page or call in on any Saturday.

Adrian & Richard with our  
Museum curator, David
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The first meeting of the 
newly formed ‘Risca 
Urban District Council’, 

replacing the old ‘Risca District 
Council’, took place in January 
1895. It was not until ten years 
later that the Council decided to 
erect some ‘houses for the 
working classes’, when in March 
1905, they accepted the tender 
offer of £10,750, from Mr J. 
Pritchard of Pontymister, to 
erect 50 houses at Wattsville. 

This was followed in September 
1906 by the Council inviting 
tenders for the erection of 48 
houses, on land at the side of 
the main road, opposite Risca 
Cemetery. In March 1909 the 
Council applied for a loan of 
£25,700, to erect 133 additional 
workmen’s houses, 98 in the 
Central Ward and 35 in the 
South Ward. 
Following the outbreak of the 
Second World War in September 

1939, all house building in Risca 
stopped. Between 1905 and 
1939 Risca Council had built 
596 houses, and owned an 
additional 187 houses at Ty-
Isaf, taken over in 1935 with the 
collapse of Mr Jesse Williams’s 
Allied Building Corporation. 
Building resumed after the War 
with the erection of the 
‘Prefabricated Bungalows’ at 
Wyndham Terrace and Manor 
Road. This was followed by 

THE GELLI TY-SIGN  
ESTATE 

By Bernard Osment

Top of Ty Sign where the 
old sign cottage used  
to be

The ‘Housing of the Working Classes Acts’ of 1890 and 1903, gave councils  
the authority to obtain loans to buy land and construct tenements and  

housing estates. 

Over the canal to Ty Sign
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houses at, Woodview, Tanybryn, 
Channel View, Waunfawr 
Gardens and Risca Road sites. 
By the early 1950s the only land 
considered as suitable for 
housing purposes, was at Gelli 
Ty-Sign, and was included in 
the future development plan for 
1953. 
In the late 1950s following 
RTB’s decision to build their 
new steel works at Llanwern, 
near Newport, there was a need 
to provide houses for the 
expected influx of steel workers. 
Following discussions with 
Monmouthshire County 
Council, Risca, along with six 
other local councils, all located 
within 9 to 10 miles of 
Llanwern, agreed to provide the 
houses needed for the steel 
workers. To provide the houses 
for the steel workers and local 
people already on the housing 
waiting list, Risca Council 
decide to develop the Gelli Ty-
Sign Estate. 
The Gelli Ty-Sign Site, that 
today we know as just Ty-Sign, 
was built on land that many of 
the older generation knew as 
the Sign Fields, named after a 
thatched cottage, known as Sign 
Cottage, which was then located 
near today’s mini round about 
at the junction of Cotswold Way 
and the top of Elm Drive. The 
Sign Fields were the adventure 
playground of those who lived 
in Wyndham Terrace and the 
surrounding area. They were the 
home of snakes, grass and 

adders, wasp nests 
and other wildlife. A 
place to play, a place 
to picnic, a favoured 
haunt of courting 
couples looking for a 
place for a kiss and a 
cuddle. On fine 
Sunday mornings, 
in a secluded spot, 
near todays Ty-Sign 
club, there was a ‘gambling den’, 
where regular ‘card schools’ 
took place. So organised they 
even employed young boys to 
act as lookouts for Policemen or 
strangers approaching the area. 
In order to gain access to the 
site, it was necessary to 
construct two new crossings 
over the canal, at Upper 
Wyndham Terrace, and Gelli 
Avenue. The first contract with 
John Laing Ltd. was to build 500 
houses, 300 allocated to 
steelworkers and 200 for those 
on the Council housing list. On 
the 14th December 1961, the 
keys to the first house to be 
occupied on the Gelli-Ty-Sign 
Estate were handed over to Mr 
Coleman, a foreman at the 
Spencer Steel Works. Two other 
houses had been completed, 
and were used as show houses, 
furnished by Wallace Jones. 12 
types of dwellings were erected 
on the site. 248 - three bedroom 
houses, 168 – two bedroom 
houses, 84- two bedroom flats, 
and 179 garages. The estimated 
cost of building a three 
bedroom house was £2,284 and  

 
a two bedroom £2,121. A two 
bedroom flat cost £1,905, and a 
garage £188. On the 9th 
September 1965, the Secretary 
of State for Wales opened the 
1,000th house to be erected. 
Between 1961 and 1965 the 
contractor John Laing Ltd., had 
built, 3½ miles of road, 1056 
houses, numerous garages and 
five shops. 1,300 houses were to 
be erected on the site. 
Today we know the five shops as 
the ‘Bottom Shops’. Many will 
remember the days when the 
occupiers were, Mr Ron Lloyd, 
the Post Office, in the end shop, 
and next door, Mr Roy Dearden, 
greengrocer and fresh fish 
seller. At the other end of the 
block was ‘Dina’s Shop’, selling 
hardware and fancy goods, 
along with paraffin, paint, etc., 
and a 48 hour shoe repair 
service. Next door was Mr 
Desmond Kindred’s butcher’s 
shop. In October 1968, Mr Reg. 
Edwards & Sons Ltd. took over 
the butcher’s shop and opened 
it as their ‘Modern Hygienic 
Butchers’. Managed by Mr B. 
Goodwin, the shop offered late 

Top Shops

TY SIGN Social Club
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night shopping every Thursday, 
closing for a ½day on Mondays. 
The centre shop will be 
remembered by many as the 
Spar, offering free delivery to all 
parts, with ½day closing on 
Tuesday and late night 
shopping, until 8pm, on 
Thursdays. 
In 1963, Rhymney Breweries 
Ltd. applied for a plot of land on 
the site on which to build a 
public house. At the same time 
Mr Gareth Taylor of 
Pontymister, applied for a plot 
on which to erect a 
garage/petrol filling station. In 
June 1963 the Western Welsh 
Bus Company announced that it 
would be diverting the Channel 
View, Risca/Fernlea route into 
the Gelli Ty-Sign Estate, with 
pickup points in Rowan Way 
and Birch Grove. It was hoped 
that on the completion of the 
Estate, a full comprehensive 
service would be introduced. In 
July 1964 the Council were 
asked if accommodation could 
be provided 

for a dental surgery at Ty-Sign, 
and if Mr Massari of Crosskeys 
could lease or purchase a plot of 
land at Ty-Sign, for the 
provision of a Betting Office 
and/or a Fish and Chip Shop. 
Provision for the Fish and Chip 
Shop was refused. 
St David’s Methodist Church 
opened on the 5th December 
1964. Built by John Laing, 
before it was completed, 
services were held in two of the 
workmen’s canteens on the 
building site. In October 1965 
the Council announced that 
work on building a school at Ty-
Sign, at a cost of £90,000, would 
commence in January 1966, to 
be completed by the autumn of 
1967. In April 1966 Webb’s 
Brewery of Aberbeeg opened 
Ty-Sign Social Club on a site off 
Sycamore Crescent. The Club 
Secretary was Mr Broome, the 
Steward and Stewardess, Mr and 
Mrs Coomes. 
On the 6th May 1966 the block 

of shops that we know 
today as the ‘Top 
Shops’, was officially 
opened. The Blaina 
Co-op Retail Ltd. 
occupied No.269. 
Mrs Kathleen 
Williams, 
Hairdresser, 
No.271, and Mrs 
Beryl Jones, the 
shop in the centre 

of the block, No.273, selling 
children’s cloths and ladies 
underwear and foundation 
garments. Mrs Jones already had 
a shop at 5 Commercial Street, 
Risca. Fruitvale, at No. 275, was 
a greengrocer and fresh fish 
shop, owned by two well-known 
Ty-Sign businessmen, Mr Roy 
Dearden, greengrocer and Mr 
Ron Lloyd, of the Post Office at 
the ‘Bottom Shops’. Mr B.C. 
Crane, Newsagent and Fancy 
Goods seller, occupied No.277. 
On the 15th July 1966, Rhymney 
Breweries opened the Manor 
public house on Thistle Way. It 
was described as a modern 
public house, with deep carpets, 
comfortable seating, and soft 
lighting, a multi-purpose suite 
of rooms with a stage, and 
artists changing room. To give 
the pub an ‘atmosphere’ and 
character of its own, it was 
given a ‘Spanish Look’. The bar 
and concert room had Spanish 
names, Matador and Flamenco.  
On the 3rd December 1968, 
when both schools had been 
completed, the official opening 
of the Ty-Sign Junior and Ty-
Sign Infant Schools took place. 
The Junior School, completed 
earlier, had been used for some 
time by the infant pupils while 
their school was being built 
nearby. 
 

To be continued

Bottom ShopsThe Manor
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THE PRINCE OF WALES
The Prince of Wales is a quaint country style pub situated on the Monmouthshire Brecon Canal in

Risca. We have a large beer garden and directly overlook the valley below. Spoilt with
outstanding views and a popular stop off for walkers and bikers, the pub offers an extensive mix
of draught ale, lager and cider as well as a traditional pub menu. We pride ourselves on being at

the heart of the community and welcome families as well as dogs in our establishment. This
includes our extremely popular Sunday Lunch menu, served from 1.30pm. In addition to this, we
offer a diverse variety of events to appeal to people of all demographics. From live music events,
comedy nights, quiz nights and speciality food evenings, there is something for everyone to enjoy

here at The Prince of Wales. For more information, find us on Facebook at The Prince of Wales
(Risca) or call us on 01633612616.



Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society meet at the car park below Twmbarlwm’s summit for a litter pick and volunteer workday on the last 
Sunday of every month to which everyone is invited, it’s not all hard work and it’s a great opportunity to fi nd your way around up there. 

We organise walks and other events throughout the year so watch our website and Facebook page for details. 
www.twmbarlwm.co.uk

Disrespect – that’s a word I’ve 
always disliked using, in a 
linguistic way that is. I fi nd it a 
cumbersome, awkward word 
that belongs to youngsters 
and rap artists. Yes, I’m an old 
bloke, child of the 60s and 70s 
and I dislike the word in the 
same way my dad didn’t like me 
saying “far-out man”, “groovy” 
or “bummer”.

But by defi nition ‘disrespect’ is 
absolutely the right word to use in 
statements like “those off -roaders 
are disrespecting Twmbarlwm” or 
“those fl y-tippers and litter louts are 
disrespecting Twmbarlwm”.

In order to disrespect 
something, that some-
thing should deserve 
respect in the fi rst 
place and I believe our 
mountain with its glorious 
landscape, fabulous views 
and ancient monument at the top 
is a location that certainly demands  
and deserves respect.

For millennia the mountain has 
been revered by the communities 
that have grown up in its shadow 
– that’s why the local tribes built a 
stronghold at the top, they thought 
it was a special place to be.

Pilgrims have followed routes 
across the mountain yet left no 
mark, farmers have grazed their 
animals peacefully for centuries and 

wildlife has fl ourished and evolved a 
bio-diverse, special landscape.

Yet nowadays there is a selfi sh 
group of individuals who can’t see 
that churning up the landscape 
with  their off -road vehicles and 
scrambler bikes is doing irreparable 
damage to a fragile eco-system. 

They endanger livestock 
and anybody on foot 
and they rip open 
the surface of the 
landscape leaving it 

to be scoured to the 
bedrock by the elements.

There are also those who ignore 
accepted common decency and 
see no wrong in dumping their 
rubbish in an area most people in 
the community have respected and 
cherished for generations.

I have talked to some of these 
off -roaders asking them to be more 
respectful and the answer I get is 
usually “Why? I don’t care mate!” 
– an attitude I can’t respect in any 
shape or form.

Terry Evans, Chairman 
Cymdeithas Twmbarlwm Society

Two photos showing the extremes of 
digging on Twmbarlwm - from 20m 
visibility to crystal clear views over the 
Severn Channel to the west country

Disrespecting 
Twmbarlwm

The ORPA leading up onto the mountain from the car park is a rough 
rocky track - so the off -roaders drive alongside the track creating another 
unsightly quagmire diffi  cult even to walk on.

One of the great traditions we 
have in Risca and surrounding 

area is the annual pilgrimage to 
the top of Twmbarlwm.

Again this year CTS will 
organise group walks and off er 
free Hot-Cross-Buns to those 
who come with us.

At the same time we will be 
asking volunteers to help us with 
reducing the bracken growing 
close to the top and we will be 
giving out instructions on how 
to “bracken bash” in the target 
areas. – please check out our 
website and facebook pages 
closer to the date for details.

Even if you don’t want to 
take part in our group walks we 
still want to encourage you to 
keep this tradition alive. Get up 
there with family and friends and 
why not bring a picnic with you 
to enjoy while you take in the 
breathtaking views at the top.

Good Friday
7th April 2023

Hundreds of people trek to the the 
summit of Twmbarlwm on Good Friday

Sights like this show total disrespect for an 
environment that should be treated better
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l  Stain, Odour & Spot Removal 

l  Flood Damage/Restoration  
Work Undertaken 

l  Upholstery and Leather Suites 

l  Carpets & Rugs 

l  Competitive Prices 

l  24 Hour Emergency Call Out 

l  Free Surveys/Estimates 

l  Full Liability Insurance 

l  Domestic & Commercial

Carpet and Upholstery 
Cleaning Specialist

01633 265458   
07840 554485 

info@crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk 
www.crawfordscleaningservices.co.uk 
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Llwyn-on Reservoir is the largest and 
southernmost of the three reservoirs in the 
Taf Fawr valley in South Wales.  

Cardiff Corporation Waterworks obtained an 
Act of Parliament in 1884 to authorise 
construction of the reservoirs, to increase the 
water supply for Cardiff, but construction of 
Llwyn-on Reservoir did not start until 1911 and 
was completed in the 1920s. Water levels in 
the reservoir reached their full height in 
November 1926, but formal commissioning did 
not take place until May 1927. 

The Nant Gwinau, Nant Car and Garwnant are 
the major streams that enter the reservoir. To 
the east of the reservoir is the 462m mountain 
of Garn Ddu and to the west is the 485m 
mountain of Cadair Fawr. 

A road crosses the dam and links with the Taff 
Trail and the Navvies Line paths. They can all 
be reached from the A470 that runs from 
Merthyr Tydfil to Brecon. We visited it at the 
end of August, after the dry summer and we 
when back there in mid-January after all the 
winter rain and the reservoir was full. 

Llwyn-on Reservoir 

RESERVOIRS  
IN WALES 

End of August for the dry summer

Mid January after all the rain



Some famous people who have tasted success 
have done so at an older age. An example of 
this :- Colonel Hartland Sanders. He left school 
in the 7th grade, worked several jobs. At the 
age of 40 he ran a small petrol station with a 
small restaurant next door. In 1952 at the age 
of 62 he opened his first KFC – they are 
everywhere now including Risca. It is not 
necessary to have big achievements, smaller 
achievements are as just important. One 
achievement that comes to mind from 
watching the news is a group of elderly people 
who in their 60s and 70s took up football. It 
may be walking football but what an 
achievement – ‘you are never too old’. 
Others coming to terms with using the 
computer can be quite a challenge. To most 
youngsters’ use of IT is second nature but to 
most of us in our 70s and 80s it can be quite a 
challenge (speaking from experience) and on 
reaching the ability to do simple tasks is quite a 
good feeling proving ‘you are never too old’. 
There are more important serious 
achievements that can really affect your life. 
One member of our chapel came to our church 

in very sad circumstances, the funeral of his 
wife. He was very touched by the service and 
decided to return to the chapel. It was quite a 
challenge for him to take on, not knowing 
anybody and to make new friends after having 
to cope with losing his wife. He took it on board 
and hasn’t looked back. Reaching achievements 
are often easier if you have the help of friends. 
Bethany Chapel would like to invite you to 3 
opportunities to make new friends and achieve 
some of your own challenges. 
Tuesday 2pm-4pm - Friends together.  
Spend a couple of hours having plenty of fun. 
Friday 10am-12pm - Coffee morning.  
Just drop in when you want and for how long 
you want. 
Friday 10am-12pm - Open Church.  
Have some quiet time in the church listening to 
quiet music or have a chat with one of our 
members. 
Whatever floats your boat please join us –  
you are never too old. 

Barbara Griffiths

YOU ARE NEVER 
TOO OLD 

This is one of our Deacons relaxing in 
Santa’s chair at the chapel’s Christmas 

Fayre before Santa makes his visit. 
What is she thinking? 

Is she dreaming of what Santa is going to 
bring her? 

Her response is ‘you are never too old to 
dream, you are never too old for lots of 

things.’ 

Bethany Baptist Church Risca  

That saying you are never too old is this true? 
The level of the challenge will affect the response but it is a saying that we 

can keep in mind. 

March/April 2023 swdirectories.com 13



14 swdirectories.com March/April 2023

Newport 
Bathroom Centre

Newport Bathroom Centre
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

Newport Bathroom Centre
has been installing luxury
and less able wet rooms in
South Wales for many
years.

Our dedicated team are able to
fully project manage your wet
room solution.

CALL NOW
FOR SOME

EXPERT 
ADVICE



March/April 2023 swdirectories.com 15

Leak free level access
Wet Rooms

Newport Bathroom Centre 
Based @ George Street Furnishers 1924 George Street, Newport. NP20 1EN

Tel: 01633 26 26 29
info@newportbathroomcentre.com

• Easy level access
• No leak tanking system
• Underfloor heating (optional)
• Large selection of tiles
• 16 years of Wet Room 

experience
• Full design service 

computer aided
• Power showers
• Fully project managed



Born in Merthyr Tydfil in 
1815, Rees acquired his 
nickname on account of a 

small flute-like instrument he 
played called a fife. As a young 
man, he emigrated to North 
America and at the age of 20, he 
joined the New Orleans Greys. 
This was a small military unit 
formed in October 1835 to fight 
the Mexicans in the Texas War of 
Independence. 

In 1836, he was stationed at 
Goliad, a strategic fort near San 
Antonio, when the commanding 
officer, Colonel James Fannin, 
received orders to retreat in the 
face of overwhelming numbers of 
advancing Mexican troops. 
Unfortunately, Fannin’s men had 
only made it six miles when the 
adversary caught up. With his 
soldiers surrounded by the 
enemy’s cavalry and the prospect 
of more Mexican artillery on its 
way, Fannin surrendered. 
Unbeknownst to him, however, 
Mexico had declared all 
combatants be treated as pirates 
and executed. And so it was that 
some 360 Texan soldiers were 
marched onto the prairie, many 
hoping to be repatriated. Instead, 
virtually all were shot. Just 28 
souls evaded the massacre, 
including Jack the Fifer. He 
reached bushes beside a river 
and concealed himself there until 
darkness fell. Under the cover of 
night, he tried to make good his 

escape but it wasn’t long before 
he was recaptured by Mexican 
forces. He tried spinning a yarn 
about being Welsh and having 
been made to join the army whilst 
passing through Texas. Whether 
this lie was believed is unclear but 
his life was spared, nonetheless. 
Rees was subsequently released 
following the Mexican defeat at 
San Jacinto, an 18 minute battle 
that was the last to be fought 
during the Revolution.  

After his service had concluded, 
Jack returned home to Wales and 
by 1839, he was working as a 
stonemason at Tredegar 
Ironworks. At this point, he had 
discovered a new battle in the 
form of the Chartist movement. 

Despite their high profile, it was 
not the likes of John Frost and 
Zephaniah Williams, who would 
lead the Chartists on their 
doomed march down Stow Hill 
towards the Westgate Hotel. 
Instead, it was Jack the Fifer, 
who, with pistol and sword in 
hand, organised the crowd into a 
military formation before 
confronting the troops ensconced 
in the building. With their decisive 
firepower, the soldiers were 
victorious and the Chartists’ dead 
and wounded littered the street. 

A charge of high treason was 
levelled at Frost, Williams, and 
Rees, among others and although 
the former were sentenced to 
penal servitude, The Fifer proved 
a slippery customer. He fled to 
Newfoundland and stayed in 
Virginia for a few years before 
returning to Texas. After a further 
stint in the army, he put his 
weapons aside and moved West. 
He lived out the remainder of his 
days in California, where he had 
settled in the hope of making his 
fortune from the state’s Gold 
Rush. 

John Rees died a naturalised 
American citizen in 1893. He 
evaded death on many fronts 
throughout his life but old age 
presented no match for whatever 
‘natural causes’ killed him. Today, 
he is immortalised in Tredegar, 
where his statue celebrates its 
tenth anniversary this year.

Jack the Fifer 
 

Most people have a passing familiarity with Jack the Ripper, whose murderous 
exploits in Victorian London haunted the residents of Whitechapel in 1888. Ironically, 

his last known victim, Mary Jane Kelly, actually lived in Cardiff before her ill-fated 
move to the English capital. Somewhat less famous than Jack the Ripper, however, is 

John Rees, otherwise known as Jack the Fifer. His exploits were certainly less 
homicidal but that’s not to say he didn’t see his fair share of blood.

by Paul Minton 
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We are a friendly club warmly 
welcoming all new members. 

You may wish to take part in 
team matches or just come 
along for friendly games with 
other club members. Coaching 
and guidance is readily 
available to all for free. 

We are open daily throughout 
the summer months. During the 
winter months we hold social 
evenings and quizzes at our 
well stocked bar in the 
clubhouse. 

Please come along and meet 
us. 

Pontymister Welfare Bowls Club  
Springfield Road, Pontymister, NP11 6LY

For further information please visit our website at 
https://pontymisterwelfarebowls.club  

or email the club secretary at dixontreetops@aol.com 

We are seeking new and established bowlers of all ages to come and 
join us for the 2023 bowling season from April to September.

� Central Heating Systems � New Boiler Installations 
� Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Power Flushing
� Landlord’s Certificates � Plastering � Tiling

� Domestic & Commercial Services
� Bathroom Installation � Local & Reliable Service 

� Over 22 Years’ Experience
 No Job Too SMALL!

Call Ryan on 07789 996779
Email:  ryanplumbandheat@gmail.com

www.rhowellsplumbingandheating.co.uk

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

R.HowellsR.Howells
PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING07725

888070
01633
892771

�Advertise 
your business

from only

£65
per issue

contact@swdirectories.co.uk

RHW Painting 
& Decorating

City & Guilds (Painting & Decorating)
ROGERSTONE BASED

Est 1992

Services Include:
Painting (Interior & Exterior) � Paper Hanging

Tiling (Kitchens & Bathrooms)
Contact Richard Weeks:

Tel: 01633 892654 � Mob: 07786 684792

(A Clean, Competitive & Quality Service)



Crossword
1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9 10

11

12 13 14

15 16

sudoku
1 3 4 2 9 8

1 4 3

7 6 8 3 9

3 9

4 5

9 1 7

4 6 5 7

5 4 2

8 1 3 2

The object of sudoku is to  

insert the missing numbers in 

the boxes to satisfy just one  

condition: each row, column 

and 3x3 box must contain the 

digits 1 through to 9  

exactly once. This can be 

done by applying logic – you 

do not have to guess.

Across 
6 Education centre (6) 
7 Used for listening (3) 
8 Groups (4) 
10 Special occurrence (5) 
12 Flowing water (5) 
13 Group of cows (4) 
15 Lubricant (3) 
16 Loving touch (6) 
 
Down 
1 Dull pain (4) 
2 Faithful pets (4) 
3 Passageway (5) 
4 Protection (7) 
5 Make believe (7) 
8 Common small bird (7) 
9 Journeys (7) 
11 Building block (5) 
13 Cause injury (4) 
14 Element of danger (4)

Puzzles

Solutions on page 27



YOU CHOOSE THE COLOUR & DESIGN WE THEN TEMPLATE AND CUT TO SIZE... ...AND THEN ACHIEVE THE PERFECT FINISH

SPECIALISTS IN SOLID SURFACE, LAMINATE AND PANELLING

VISIT OUR LARGE SHOWROOM TO VIEW OUR HUGE SELECTION 
OF WORKTOPS ON DISPLAY 

l Remember to bring approximate sizes of your kitchen/worktops and drawings if possible 
l We can provide free accurate, no obligation quotations 

l Most can be ordered for next day delivery to any location 
l We can offer cutting to size, all fabrication and fitting services 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUOTATION BY EMAIL

Units 10-12 Newport Business Centre, Corporation Road, Newport NP19 4RF  
01633 251908   info@wtlaminates.co.uk  www.wtlaminates.co.uk 

Opening Times 
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Also Open Saturdays 9am - 1pm 
 

AWARD WINNING BESPOKE  
WORKTOPS MADE IN NEWPORT 

Picture shows Tristone Iris Worktops with integrated solid surface sink recently fabricated and installed by WT Laminates

#thetoppeople
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It is a worrying thought; as this 
article is being prepared, 
already it is the penultimate day 
in January, and December 
seems a long time ago. Since 
the turn of the decade, it has 
become clear that we can 
expect routinely to ‘field’ in 
excess of 320 swan calls 
annually, and so it appears the 
trend in calls for our services is 
inexorably upwards. 
Miraculously, the phone 
remained silent on both 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day, 
but that’s about all that can be 
said; December itself was 
amongst the busiest of the 
year. 
2023 has started with some 
pretty grim rescues, and some 
issues about which we can 
actually do very little. For 
example, the reality of avian 
influenza appeared much closer 
than at any other time previously; 
we will have to remain vigilant 
and careful about the foreseeable 
future. Our records over very 
many years have shown very little 
in the way of reports of swans 
stuck in the ice. Usually, swans, 
along with other waterfowl 
manage to keep a small patch of 
water open by keeping moving, 
but occasionally a swan does 
actually become ‘stuck’ on the 
surface of the ice, as the example 
from Lydney shows. Fortunately, 
such spells of weather tend not to 
last too long, and so no lasting 
damage is done. It is beyond our 
capability to respond safely to 
this particular problem. 
Cable strikes are a constant 
source of concern to which 
another variant was added in 
early January. The call came at 
dusk from Network Rail. A 
juvenile swan approaching The 
Hendre Lake (St. Mellons) from 

the south hit some part of the 
electrification system and was 
extremely fortunate to survive, but 
with a nasty burn to the major 
mid-span wing joint; most 
definitely a Swan Sanctuary, 
Shepperton job. The same could 
be said for a horrible oiling 
problem, the source of which, 
worryingly we never did find, but 
it involved a pair of adults found 
in the reen which runs parallel to 
what we call the coast road from. 
Newport to Cardiff (B4239). When 
first seen, the contaminant 
extended only as far up as the 
waterline, but when they started 
to preen it became far more 
widely spread, (see photograph) 

but, as picked up, it was fortunate 
the birds were still able to fly, 
otherwise they might never have 
been found. 

Finally, having recently made a 
‘thing’ of being ‘hard-hearted’ by 
restricting the use of our very 
limited resources to rescuing 
swans, we found ourselves 
responding to a desperate plea 
for help. Chris, with the aid of her 
dog found a very badly injured 
adult male fox in a ditch just 
outside the southern end of 
Blackwood. Our friend Dai was 
willing and able to drop 
everything to extricate it from 
what otherwise would have been 
a bitterly cold watery grave. We 
put everything in place for the 
Vale Wildlife Hospital to accept 
this poor creature. However, 
enroute, we thought it good 
sense to check the casualty was 
still alive. Sadly, he wasn’t, but 
what was obvious from our 
examination was that he had 
suffered some extreme trauma 
affecting the whole pelvic area, 
and must have been in awful 
pain. We can but conclude that 
this was probably the result of 
being hit by a motor vehicle, 
almost certainly travelling much 
too fast in a built-up area the 
previous evening. Already we 
have witnessed far too much of 

this irresponsible uncaring 
behaviour resulting in the totally 
needless death of some of our 
precious wild animals. 

Swan Rescue

As 2022 Merges into 2023 
 

Text P&E. Photos Lydney Town Council, Swan Sanctuary Shepperton. 
For swan problems, please contact Peter & Ellen on 01633 895241 or 07802 472788

Stuck in the ice - Lydney

Oiled pair Newport-Cardiff coast road
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

Domestic & Commercial 
Fully Qualified with over

22 years’ experience
Fully Insured and Local 

Authority Approved
Professional & Reliable

Competitive Rates &
Friendly Staff

Follow us for News and Offers

� Resin Bound Driveways � Artificial grass � Turfing � Paving

� Decking � Fencing � Driveways � Patios � Block paving � Tree work

� Hedge cutting � Grass cutting � Invasive weed control 

01633 376226 Info@japonica.co.uk 07730 592009

We cover South Wales & West England.
Whether it’s a one off visit or something

regular you’re looking for

www.japonica.co.uk
You

AW
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D 

W
INNING 

GAR
DEN

S

Now proud members of the 
Marshalls register
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RESERVOIRS  
IN WALES 

Brecon Reservoir

BRECON  
RESERVOIR 

AFTER ALL THE 
WINTER RAINS
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Visit www.ljsymonds.co.uk  Email leesymonds@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01633 548688  Mob: 07506 292990

Ljsymondsroofing@gmail.com
33 Allt-yr-yn View, Newport NP20 5EH

ROOFING
� Tiling 
� Slating
� Fibreglass
� Chimney stack repair
� UPVC Fascias

BUILDING
� New Build 
� Extensions 
� Renovations 
� Garage Conversions 

MAINTENANCE
� Gutter repair
� UPVC cleaning
� Roof repair
� Misted glass repair
� House painting

L J SYMONDS
ROOFING, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE



Catherine tells us, "We are
over the moon to have won
again. As a family run
business, we all work really
hard to provide our customers
with the best service from
start to finish. We really care
about our customers
experience and happiness, so
it’s lovely when our whole
team, including our fitters, get
recognition for their hard
work. We love what we do,
and how we do it. Creating a
whole new look with a quality
kitchen with a lot less time,
hassle, cost, and waste is very
rewarding.

Covering everything from
brand new kitchens to
high-quality renovations, we
will do as much or as little as
you would like. Every
installation is personally
overseen by Nick, alongside
comprehensive manufacturing
and labour warranties, for
complete peace of mind."

DREAM DOORS NEWPORT
WINS KITCHEN DESIGN

AWARD AGAIN! 
They've done it again! What a great start to the new year.

In 2022, local kitchen
company Dream Doors
Newport won the illustrious
Wales Prestige ‘Kitchen
Design Specialists of the Year
Award’ and they are now
delighted to have been voted
the winner again for 2023.

Based on Caerleon Road,
Newport, Dream Doors
Newport is part of the UK’s
largest Kitchen Renovation
Company. Having fitted over
500 kitchen renovations since
the Newport branch opened
in 2019, Nick, Catherine and
their daughter Anna are
delighted to have won Wales
Prestige ‘Kitchen Design
Specialists of the Year Award’
2022/2023 again for a
second year running.

To learn more about their
excellent service, visit Dream
Doors Newport on
Checkatrade to read real
customer reviews. To book in
your free non-obligatory
quote and design
consultation, give Nick,
Catherine and Anna a call at
the showroom on:

01633 526077
Dream Doors Newport
163 Caerleon Rd
Newport, NP19 7FX

Open Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm &
Sat: 10am - 4pm

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY 



BEFORE

   

  

   

Call us now for a free estimate:

 

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

9.8/10

› Replacement kitchen doors

› Cost eff ective made to measure solution

› Worktops and appliances

› Quick installation in 2-3 days by 

local professionals

UK MANUFACTURED

MODERN CLASSIC TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

AFTER

UP TO 50% LESS THAN 
A NEW FITTED KITCHEN
by simply replacing the doors and worktops

Dream Doors Newport,

163 Caerleon Road,

Newport, NP19 7FX

01633 526077



Also, and this is a first for this 
year, all ticket holders – whether 
whole weekend or just individual 
concerts or ceilidhs – will be 
entitled to free entry for a tour of 
Tredegar House. 
The two international dance 
teams taking part are old friends 
Matenik from the Czech Republic, 
and Schwabische 
Trachtengruppe Heidenheim who 
are from Newport’s twinned town. 
They were invited to take part in 
2022 but because of the 
pandemic hadn’t been able to 
practice enough to be satisfied 
with their performances, so 
postponed to this year. Support 
will be provided by many local 
and UK dance teams giving free 
dance displays on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons. On Friday 
and Saturday evenings there will 
be ceilidhs for those who like to 
get dancing. An innovation for 
Friday will be an international 
ceilidh with dances from Wales, 
the UK and Europe being taught, 
while on Saturday festival 
favourites Juice are back with 
caller Ned Clamp. There will also 
be music and dance workshops 
across the weekend. 
Concert artists are too numerous 
to name here with 4 top acts per 
concert, so please visit the 
website 
www.tredegarhousefestival.org.uk 
to see who is on and when and 
also to hear a clip of their music. 
Headliners of the 3 paying 
concerts are Friday: Merry Hell, 
Saturday: Kathryn Tickell and the 

Darkening, 
Sunday: Barbara Dickson with 
Nick Holland. But mention must 
be made of The John Kelly Band 
who make a swift return after their 
triumphant appearance last year. 
There will also be free concerts, 
sessions and singarounds. Of 
course all the usual festival 
offerings of craft stalls, real ale 
and lager bars, food outlets etc. 
will be on-site, plus on Saturday, 
a farmer’s market. 
Entry to the site, dance displays 
and some concerts is free but 
National Trust car parking 
charges apply. 
The committee would like to 
thank our many sponsors, but 
special thanks must go to the 

National Trust for allowing us to 
continue to use the beautiful 
grounds of Tredegar House, and 
first and foremost the Arts 
Council of Wales without whose 
financial support the festival 
would not be possible in its 
current format. 
Weekend tickets and individual 
concert and ceilidh tickets can be 
purchased via the website, or by 
post (details on the website) 
www.tredegarhousefestival.org.uk 
At the time of writing, events for 
the bank holiday Monday are still 
being arranged so please check 
the website or facebook page for 
up to date information.

TREDEGAR HOUSE 
FOLK FESTIVAL 2023 

5th – 8th MAY 
This year the 32nd Tredegar House Folk Festival will be extra special as it takes 

place over the coronation weekend of 5th – 8th May, and as Monday 8th is a 
bank holiday, the festival will be extended to run for the 4 days.
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Cwmbran Curtains and Blinds are a family 
business run by Lyn and Michael, with over 50 

years of combined knowledge and experience in 
this business, we can help you make your home 

look amazing. We have a vast experience in 
curtains and fabric blinds all made in house by 

us. 
We love to advise and convert customer’s ideas 
into a reality that will give you pleasure for years 

to come. 
We have new range of fabrics now in store for 
2023. All made to measure by us in our own 

workroom and you can be assured results will 
surpass all your expectations.

Opening hours for appointments: 
Tues-Thurs 10.00am - 5.00pm 

Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 2.00pm

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO - SO WILL YOU! 
171 LARCH GROVE  

MALPAS NEWPORT NP20 6LA 
MOBILE :07887 677110 

cwmbrancurtainsandblinds@gmail.com 
www.cwmbrancurtainsandblinds.co.uk  

Clark and Clark Formations collection.

MARCH OFFER    
COSY UP YOUR HOME WITH FREE THERMAL LINING ON 
MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS (OUR FABRICS ONLY)
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HIGH CROSS 
HOME MAINTENANCE

l Boiler Servicing l Bathrooms 
l Installs & Breakdowns l En Suites 
l Landlords Gas  safety certificates 
l Emergency Call Outs 24/7

Contact Naz Amin 

07521 958009 
highcrosshomemaintenance@hotmail.com

H

H
C

M

632885

Now Offering Disability Adapted Bathrooms


